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JANUARY
New Year's Dqu
You know how )/ou’re su?\aosecl to come up with a

list of “resolutions” at +)ne besihhiha of ‘Hwe year
to +r7/ to make yourself a better '\)erSoh?

Well, the \Droblem is its not easy for me to think
of ways to improve myself, becavse Tm alreacly
\)re++7/ much one of the best Peo?|e T know.

So +his year my resolution is +o +r7/ +o }nel\)
OTHER people improve. But the ‘H\ihﬁ Tm
fih&ihs out is that some people dont really
appreciate it when you're +r7/ih3 +o be }\el\‘rful.

THINK YOU SHOULD

WORK ON CHEWING

YOUR CRISPS MORE
QUIETLY.

J
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One ﬂ\ihs T noticed rish‘l' off the bat is that
+he PeoPIe n my family are doihs a |ous7/ Job
s+.‘ckih3 t+o THEIR New Year's resolutions.

Mom said she was gohha start going to the
gym +odo\7/, but she spent the whole afternoon
wa+c)nih3 TV.

And Dad said he was gohna go on a strict diet,
but after &ihher I caus}ﬁ Hm out In -H\e
9arage, s+u”ih5 his face with brownies.

\ ORK
S'g,\,ORK

Even my little brother, Mahhy, couldnt stick
with his resolution.
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ﬂwis morhiha }\e +old eVeryohe +)ncx+ \-\e,s a ”bis {>o7/n
ahd he’s sivihs up Hs \Ddcifier for sood. T}xeh }\e
+hrew his favourite binkie in the +rash.

Well, THAT New Year’s resolution didn+ even
last o full MINUTE.

SUCK
SUCK
SUCK

=
” 1 u
RS <IN

The ohl)/ person in my fdmily who didnt come up
with a resolution is my older brother, Rodrick,
and that's a PH)/ because his list should be about
a mile and a half long.
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So T decided 4o come up with a programme o
he|? Rodrick be a better person. T called my
Plah “Three Strikes and Youre Out”. The basic
idea was tha+t eVer7/ time T saw Rodrick messing
vp, Td mark a little “X" on his chart.

Well, Rodrick got all three strikes before T even
had a chance to decide what “Youre Out” meant.

PUNCy
PUNCy

Ahywa)/, Tm starting to wonder if T should Just
ba3 MY resolution, too. Tts a lot of work, and
so far T havent really made any progress.

Besides, after T reminded Mom for like +he billionth
time to stop c\-\ewihs her crisps so loud, she made

a reall)/ Sood point. She said, “EVeryohe cant be
as Per-fec-l’ as YOU, Gresory." Ah& from w}\a+
TVve seen so far T think she’s ris*ﬁ.
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’ﬂwrsdo\x
Dad is giving this diet thing another try, and
that's bad news for me. He’s gone about three

do\ys without eating ah7/ chocolate, and he’s been
SUPER crqhky.

The other Jd)/ , after Dad woke me up and “old
me to get rea&y for school, T accideh+a||7/ fell
back asleep. Believe me, that's the last +ime Tl
make THAT mistake.

Part of the ‘)ro{>|em is +hat Dad always wakes me
vp before Moms out of the shower, so T know
+hat T still have like ten more minutes before T
heed to get out of bed for real.
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Yes-l'erc{a)/ I came up wiﬂ\ a \Dre‘Hy 300& way +o
get some extra slee\D +ime without makihs Dad

mad. After he woke me up, T +ook all of my
blankets down the hall with me and waited outside
+he bathroom for my +urn in the shower.

/ﬂweh T ld7/ down r‘ig)n‘l’ on +0\7 of the heater vent.

And when the furnace was blowihs , the experience
was even BETTER than being in bed.

AAAAAAAH!
)¢ !

(A

FWOOSY
The ProHem was the heat oh|7/ s+q7/ed on for

about five minutes at a time. So when the furnace

wash+ runhing, T was Just l)/ihs +here on this
cold piece of metal.

CHATTER
=, 3y CHATTER
R CHATTER
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This morhing, while T was waiting for Mom +o be
done wiﬂ\ ‘\er shower ) I remembered someone 9ave
her a bathrobe for Christmas. So T went into her
closet and 30+ it.

Let me Just say +hat was one of the smartest
moves T Ve ever made. Weqn’h3 +hat +\~u'h3 was like
{)eihs wra\)‘)ed n a bis, ﬂu\[\[y towel that Just came
out of the c}ryer.

Tn -Fac+, T liked it so muc‘-\, T even wore i+
AFTER my shower. T +hink Dad mis*ﬁ"Ve been
Jealous HE didnt come up with the robe idea first,
because when T came to the kitchen table, he
seemed extra Sr“"‘W'

-
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T +ell you, women have the ra9¥\+ idea with +his
bathrobe 'H'\uhs Now T'm wohderuhs what
ELSE Im m:ss.hs out on.

T J“5+ wish T had asked for m7/ own bathrobe

for Christmas, because T'm sure Mom is gohna
make me 3:Ve *\ers bdck

T struck out on gifts again this year. T knew T
was in for a roush da?/ when T came downstairs
on Christmas morning and the ohly presents in
m7/ s+ock|h3 were a stick of deodorant and a
“travel c}ic+iohar7/".

T

—
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T guess once )/oure in middle sc)nool » grown-ups

decide you’re +oo old for +o7/s or ahyﬂwihs +hat's
ac+uall7/ fun.
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But +hen ‘H\e)/ sill expect you to be all excited
when you open +he lame siwf-l's +\\e7/ get you.

MATHS
IS

o IT'LL HELP YOU

‘2 AD GET A JUMP-START

ON ALGEBRA!
V772

L K

Most of my si-ﬁ's +his year were books or clothes.
The closest +\wih3 T got to a +°)' was a present
from Uncle Charlie.

When T uhqu‘)Ped Uncle Charlie’s 3-’1[+, T didnt

even know w)na+ it was SU\>\>osed +o be. I+ was
+his bia PlaS‘h'c ring with a net attached +o it.

o O

RN
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Uncle Charlie ex\alaiheJ that it was a “Lauhdry
HOOP“ for m7/ bedroom. He said I was su??oseci
to ho\ha +he Lauhdry HOOP on the back of my
door and i+ would make putting away my c}ir+7
clothes “fun”.

At first T +hought it was a joke, but then T
realized Uncle Charlie was serious. So T had 4o
exFIaih to him that T dont ac+uq||7/ DO my
owh |auhdr7/.
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T told him T JU5+ +hrow my &ir‘fy clothes on
+he floor, and Mom \)icks +hem up and takes
+hem downstairs o the |o\uhc}r7/ room.

Then, o few Jays later, eVer7/+\-\ih3 comes back
+o me in nice, {folded Piles.

T +old Uncle Charlie he should Just refurn +he
Lduhéry Hoo? and SiVe me cas}\ so I could buy
someﬂ-\ihg T4 c\c+uq||7/ USE.

That's when Mom S\)oke up- She told Uncle
Charlie she ‘Hwous}ﬁ' +he Lauhdry HOOF was a
GREAT idea.
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ﬂweh she said +)nd+ from now on I’J be Joihs m7l
OWN lauhdry. So, basica||7/, it ends vp +hat
Uncle Charlie got me a chore for Christmas.

T+ really stinks that T 30‘!’ such crummy 3[1[+s
+his year. T put in a lot of effort {)U-H'erihs
\Deovle vp for the past few months, and T
+\'\ou3}\+ it would pay off on Christmas.

Now that Tm reSPohsiHe for my own |auhcir7, T
guess Tm kind of GLAD T got a bunch of clothes.
T rm's}ﬁ' ac+uql|7/ make i+ ‘H\roua}\ +he whole school
year before T run out of clean stuff 4o wear.
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Mohc{ax

When me and Row|e)/ got Fo our bus stop +oda7/ ,
we found a hd$+7/ 5ur\>n'se. ﬂ\ere was a \m'ece

of paper -l'a\)ed to our street sish R and it said
+)no\+, effective +oc}a7/, our bus route was “rezoned’.
And what that means is how we have +o WALK
+o school.

Well, T4 like 4o talk o the genius who came up
with THAT idea, because our street is almost a

qudr‘fer of a mile from ‘H\e sc\-\ool.

Me and Row|e7/ had 4o run 4o make it to school
onh +ime +oda7/. And what REALLY stunk was
when our regular bus \aassed us b)/ and i+ was full
of kids from \rxﬂwirley Street, the heis\wbourhooc}
ris\ﬁ' next to ours.
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The \Aﬂu‘rley Street kids made mohke7/ hoises when
'H'\e)/ ?assed us, which was rea||7/ ahhoyihs because
+hat's exac+l7/ what WE used o do when we
?asseci THEM.

OOH OOH!
EEE EEE! (.r:

/)

PANT 271 \\N\
), PANT . -

Tl 4ell you one reason i+'s a bad idea +o make
kids walk to school. These Jays, +eachers give you
so much homework that, with all +he books and
papers 7/ou haVe to carr7/ }\ome, your back‘)o\ck
ends up weishihs like a hundred \)ouh&s.

Ahd, if you wanht Yo see w¥m+ kind of an effect
+hat has on kids over time, all you have to do is
look at Rodrick and some of his friends.
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S\)eaknhs of teenagers, Dad scored a \>re++7/
b:g victor +ocia7/ 'ﬂ\e baddest +eeha3er n our
heis)nbourzooci is this kid named Lenwood Heaﬂ\
and he's kind of like Dad'’s arc\-\-ehemy. Dad has
‘)robabl7/ called +he cops on Lenwood Heath about
1[:1['1’7/ times.

ROTTEN

“/_ DAG NAB YOU
TEENAGERS'

I guess Lenwood’s ‘)qreh‘rs 30+ sick of Hs act,
because +¥\e7/ sent him off to milHary academy.
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You'd think +that wouldve made Dad \Dre++7/
\'\d??)’ , but T dont +hink he'll be satisfied until
eVer7/ teenager on +he Plnhe+ gets sent off 4o
JuVehile hall or Alcatraz or SOMC‘H'\I'Y\S. And that
includes Rodrick.

Yes+ercla7/ Mom and Dad gave Rodrick some money
Yo {307/ books so he could s+ud7/ for the SATs, but
Rodrick s\pem +he mohey on a tattoo instead.

£ ODED
e \%“,ﬂ'&\

Tve still got a little time before T 4urn into a
+eeha3er. But ﬂ\e minute 1; do 1; SUdrah‘fee 7/ou
Dad will be |ookih3 for the first chance to SH‘)

me out.

Mohdax
For the past week or so, Mahhy has been getting
out of bed eVery hish-t and comih3 downstairs.
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Thstead of putting him risH' back to bed, Mom
lets Mahh)/ sit with us and watch TV.

T+ real|7/ hot fair, because when Mahhy is with
us I)m not o\”owe& +o wa‘l'c)n dh)/ of ‘H’\e shows I
like.

Al T can say is when T was a kid there wasn+
ahy of this "se-H'ihs out of bed” stuff. T did i+
once or twice, but Dad put a stop to it real quick.

ﬂ\ere was this book Dad used 4o read to me eVery
his\'\-l‘ called “The Givihs Tree”. T+ was a rea||7/
Soocl book 5 but the back of i+ had a F£c+ure of
‘H\e du‘H'\or, ﬂ\is 3u7/ hamed S}\d Silverstein.
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