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HOW THE FIRST LETTER
WAS WRITTEN

Once upon a most early time was a Neolithic man.
He was not a Jute or an Angle, or even a Dravidian, which

he might well have been, Best Beloved, but never mind why.
He was a Primitive, and he lived cavily in a Cave, and he
wore very few clothes, and he couldn’t read and he couldn’t
write and he didn’t want to, and except when he was hungry
he was quite happy. His name was Tegumai Bopsulai, and
that means, ‘Man-who-does-not-put-his-foot-forward-in-a-
hurry’; but we, O Best Beloved, will call him Tegumai, for
short. And his wife’s name was Teshumai Tewindrow, and
that means, ‘Lady-who-asks-a-very-many-questions’; but
we, O Best Beloved, will call her Teshumai, for short. And
his little girl-daughter’s name was Taffimai Metallumai,
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KAK bblJIO HAIIMCAHO
I[TEPBOE IITMCbMO

ABHbIM-1aBHO, €IIl€¢ B KaME€HHOM BE€EKeE€, KNJI [a

OBLT OJIMH YeJIOBEK. Dbl OH 4eI0BEK 1epPBOOBITHBII, KT
B Ielepe U HOCUJI 0YeHb MaJio ofiexk. Hu ynrtath, HU 1u-
caTh OH He yMeJl — Jla M He XOTeJOCh eMy HU YUTaTh, HU
ucaTh — U, IMOKY/a OH OBLI CBIT, OH OBLI CYaCT/INB. 3Ba-
am ero Terymaii boricynait, a aTo 3HauuT: YesmoBeK-HOTH-
KOTOPOI'O-HUKOT/Ia-He-CIleliaT, HO Mbl, MUJIbIA MaJIbUuUK,
OyzeM Has3biBaTh ero mpocro Terymaii, 4ToObl OBLIO KO-
poue. Y Hero OblLia jkeHa, 1 3Baju ee Temrymait TeBurzpoO,
a TO 3HAUUT: JReHIUHA-KOTOpasg-3a/1aeT-CAUITKOM-MHO-
rO-BOIIPOCOB, HO MBI, MUJIbIII MajbuMK, OyJIeM 3BaTh ee
npocro Temrymaii, uToOb1 Ob110 KOpoue. 11 Oblia y Hero Ma-

JIeHbKas JIouka, KoTopyto 3Baiu Taddamait Meranmymaii,

5



and that means, ‘Small-person-without-any-manners-who-
ought-to-be-spanked’; but I'm going to call her Tafty. And
she was Tegumai Bopsulai’s Best Beloved and her own Mum-
my’s Best Beloved, and she was not spanked half as much as
was good for her; and they were all three very happy.

As soon as Taffy could run about she went everywhere with
her Daddy Tegumai, and sometimes they would not come
home to the Cave till they were hungry, and then Teshumai
Tewindrow would say, ‘Where in the world have you two
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a 9T0 3HA4YuT: /[€BOUKa-KOTOPYIO-HYKHO-XOPOIIEHBKO-

OTIILIENIATh-3a-TO-YTO-OHA-TaKasI-IIAIyHbsI, HO s Oyay Ha-
3bIBaTh ee 1pocto Taddu. Terymaii boricyait oueHs o6m1
ee, I MaMa O4YeHb JIIOOM/IA ee, ¥ OHM ILJIEIAIN ee TOPa3io
pesKe, 4eM HYsKHO, 1 BCe Tpoe OBLIN JOBOJIbHBI U CYACT/INBBL

Kaxk Tosmpko Taddu Hayunmach XouTh, OHa cTaja Gerarh
MIOBCIOJIY 3a CBOMM OTI[OM Terymaem, i, ObIBajIo, OHI 06a 710
TOU TIOPBI He BEPHYTCS B TEIepPy, TOKyAa UM He 3aX0UeTCs

ectb. U Toraa Temnrymaii TeBuHipo roBopuia:
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