


Introduction

Jloporoii yuTaTesnb, IpeAaralo BaM OKyHYTbCS B BOZJJOBOPOT HEXHBIX
YyBCTB ¥ POMAHTHUKU U ITO3HAKOMUTBCS C 3aXBaThIBAOIIMMU UCTOPUIMU
JII00BY M3 KM3HU BeJTMKUX JTI0lel. OHM IPHUOTKPOIOT 3aBeCy TaHHBI HaZl OT-
HOIIIEHUSIMY 3HAMEHUTHIX I1ap U [T03BOJISAT Y3HATh, UeM ObLIa HAIlOJTHEHA UX
’KU3Hb. ['epou KHUI'M, KOTOpasg HaXOAUTCS IlepeZl BAMU, J0KAa3bIBAIOT: JIIO-
00Bb — 3TO HeVCCIKaeMbI ICTOYHUK BJOXHOBeHUs. OHA HAIIOTHSAET XXU3Hb
BOJIIIEOHBIM CBETOM, & MUP — SIPKMMU KpacKaMH U IIOMOTaeT CO3ZaTh Ile-
ZeBpbl. Ha cTpanumax 3Toro cOoOpHUKa Bac XJYT HeBBIJYMaHHbIE HCTOPUH
0 HacTosIel, 0e3yCJIOBHOM JI00BK U BCTpede POACTBEHHBIX AYLI. DIUT
IMTuad u Mapcenb Cepzan, AHTyaH U KoHcyasno ge CeHT-DK3ionepu, Dpux
Mapus Pemapk u MapieH ITUTpux — y KaXZ0ro U3 HUX ObLIa CBOSI UICTOPUS,
BeJb TI00OBB TaKas pasHasi: HeXKHasl, CTPACTHAsI, BCEIIOIJIOIIAoIast, Yy TKasl,
clajKas, IJIeHUTelbHasA. Ee MOXXHO OJHOBpEMEHHO CPaBHUTD C BYJIKAHOM
cTpacTel WU ¢ TUXOU raBaHbio. CO CTOPOHBI KU3Hb 3HAMEHUTOCTEN Ka-
JKETCSI BOJIIIIEOHOM CKa3KOM, HO TaK Jiu 3T0? Jlake BeJIMYaiine JUIHOCTHU
B ICTOPUH He OBLIN 3aCTPAaXOBAHBI OT JIMYHBIX TPareAuil 1 POMaHTHYECKUX
MyK. «JIy4ie JI00UTh U IIOTEPATH, 4YeM He JIOOUTDH BOBCE», — TaK TOBOPUII
Anbpdpen TeHHUCOH.

JTa KHUTa IIOMOXKeT He TOJIbKO y3HaThb MHOTO HOBOTO O JleTeHAapHbIX
JIMYHOCTAX, HO U IIOBBICUT Balll yPOBEHbD BJIaZleHUS aHIVIMHCKUM SI3BIKOM.
Bce ncTopuu CONPOBOXKAAIOTCS aKTyaJbHOU JEKCUKON U YIpaXXHEHUIMH,
HallpaBJleHHbIMU Ha IIOHMMaHUe CMBICJIA IIPOYUTAHHOTIO, pacllupeHue
CJIOBApHOI'0 3alaca M pasBUTHe KOMMYHUKAaTHBHBIX HAaBBIKOB. [J1aBHOU
HM3IOMHUHKON KHUTH SABJAIOTCA TBOpPUYECKHe 3aZlaHUs, KOTOPble IIOMOTYT
Pa3BUTh peUyeByI0 KOMIIETEHIINIO, BooOpakeHUe U (aHTasnoo. CyTh yIpaxk-
HEHUN — IPOYUTATh POMAaHTHUYECKHUEe MCTOPUHU U3 KM3HU peaJbHBIX IIap,
a 3aTeM C IIOMOIIbIO IOJCKA30K IIPeJIIOJOXUTD JaJbHelilllee pa3BUTHE
COOBITMH ¥ IPUAYMATh OKOHYAHME CO CYACTIMBBIM KOHI[OM. HeMHOTO 110-
IIPaKTUKOBABIINCH, BBl B MTHOBeHME OKAa HayIHUTeCh reHEPUPOBATh HJEU
¥ MBICJIUTh KPeaTUBHO. B KOHIle KHUTY e€CTb II€PEBOALI (He JOCIOBHBIE,
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HO IIOJIHO IepeZaloliye CMbICI) TEKCTOB U KJIIOYM K YIIPAXKHEHUIM, KO-
TOpBIle IIOMOTYT IIPOBEPUTH cebs 6e3 moMoIu Ipernojgasarensd. Bamemy
BHUMAaHUIO TAKXe IIpeJJaraeTcs MmoAOOpKa caMbIX IITyOOKUX, MyZAPBIX
Y BZOXHOBJSIOIINX IIUTAT BEJNKUX JI0Jel o nM100Bu. C 3TON KHUTOH He
IIpUZeTCs MOHOTOHHO 3ay4YUBaTh MaTepral. HampoTus, MOXXHO COBMECTUTH
IPUSATHOE C [T0JI€3HBIM: OKYHYTBCSI B MUP POMaHTHUYECKUX I'Pe3, a 3aTeM,
BJJOXHOBUBIIVCH UCTOPUIMHU JIOOBY, C yZOBOJBCTBUEM IIPUCTYIUTD K OT-
paboTKe OCHOBHBIX HaBBIKOB BJIaJeHUS aHTTIUHCKUM SI3BIKOM.

KHura paccunTaHa Ha CaMBIH HIMPOKUI KPYT YUTATEEH, KOTOPHIX BJJOX-
HOBJISIET UZiess 00yYeHUsl aHTJIUHCKOMY SI3bIKY C IIOMOIIBIO pa3BIedeHUs
u urpsl. OHa TaK)Xe IPUAETCs 110 AyIle BCeM JIOOUTENIM MOTUBUPYIOLIINX
HMCTOPU B 3kaHpe buorpaduu u faxke TeM, KTO HAXOAUTCS TOJbKO B HaUase
My TU U3yYEeHUS aHIJIUHCKOTO.
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GABRIEL GARCIA MARQUEZ
AND MERCEDES BARCHA:
LOVE OF A LIFETIME

Many of you have probably read the romantic fairy tale Scarlet Sails by
Alexander Grin about a dreamy, kind-hearted girl named Assol, who believed
in miracles and waited for her prince. This is a heart-touching story with
happy ending about pure, sublime love and an unshakable belief. “Dreams
come true, even the impossible ones” is the motto of the book. No wonder
they say, “The one who knows how to wait always gets the best.” When I first
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researched the life of Mercedes Barcha, the wife of the iconic writer Gabriel
Garcia Marquez, the image of Assol involuntarily popped into my head. And do
you know why? The beloved woman and muse of the literary genius patiently
waited for her fiancé for 13 long years! She was the personification of wisdom,
dedication, patience, faith, and love. Their entire life can be summed up in
a few words: “For better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in
health, to love, cherish, and obey, till death do us part.”

Gabriel Garcia Marquez was a Nobel Prize winner and one of the best-
known Latin American writers in history who became a classic during
his lifetime. His legendary novel One Hundred Years of Solitude is rightfully
considered a real phenomenon and an unsurpassed masterpiece of world
literature. The iconic writer was born on March 6, 1927, in the Colombian
river town of Aracataca. Gabo, as he was affectionately known by his family
and friends, was the oldest of 12 children born to his parents. The would-be
writer spent his early childhood living with his maternal grandparents, who
put their heart and soul into raising him and actually replaced his parents.
Both were excellent storytellers. The most important person in Gabo’s life was
his grandfather, a retired colonel and well-respected veteran of the Thousand
Days’ War. He used to tell the young boy about his experiences during the
war. Later, Marquez described his grandfather as “his umbilical cord with
history and reality.” His grandmother was a superstitious woman with a rich
imagination who believed in the supernatural and used to tell her grandson folk
tales and ghost stories. It’s not hard to figure out that his grandparents were the
main source of his literary inspiration. When Gabo was 7 years old, his beloved
grandfather died, and he had to move back in with his parents, who lived in
Sucre. Shortly after, he went to college, where he started writing humorous
verses. Gabo was an honour student, and in 1940, he earned a scholarship to
study at a prestigious Jesuit secondary school. As time passed by, he decided
to pursue higher education. At his family’s insistence, Marquez first studied
law but soon dropped out of the university to focus on his journalistic career.

Mercedes Barcha was born on November 6, 1932, in Magangué, Colombia,
in a well-to-do family. She was the oldest of seven children to her parents.
Her father, an Egyptian immigrant, owned a pharmacy, and her mother was a
homemaker. Mercedes was a mixed-race girl of an extraordinarily charming
beauty: her big brown eyes, high cheekbones, and lustrous brown shoulder-
length hair were legendary. Her exotic beauty could be compared to Nefertiti’s
undeniable beauty.
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Gabo and Mercedes met in Sucre, the town where their families lived for
several years and where they spent their vacations. Notably, their fathers were
childhood friends. Love story of Marquez began when they met on the dance
floor. The girl was only 13, and the writer was 18. According to other sources,
they met for the first time four years earlier. As a pioneer of magical realism,
Marquez always maintained an air of mystery and intrigue. I suppose that’s
why his personal life was overgrown with legends and speculation, and it was
difficult to distinguish reality from fiction. After all, the writer could tell the
same story that happened to him differently, and his listener could get lost in
the maze of his fantasies.

Now back to the first meeting of the iconic writer and his wife-to-be. When
young Gabo saw his Mrs. Right, he was struck by her unearthly beauty and
decided to act immediately. “I just found out that all the verses I've written were
dedicated to you. Be my wife!” he said. “I agree. But if you allow me, I will finish
school first,” she replied. That’s how their lifetime romance began. Gabo and
Mercedes were destined to be together. They found happiness and became two
halves of a whole. They were absolutely different but complemented each other
perfectly. Mercedes was reasonable, wise, calm, and practical, and Gabriel was
temperamental, purposeful, dreamy, and eccentric. Their love was tested by
time and distance. After all, it took 13 long years for them to finally get married.
No wonder they say, “Absence is to love what wind is to fire; it extinguishes the
small, it inflames the great.” Their bonding was stronger than steel. Whenever
they were separated, the lovebirds constantly exchanged letters exploring each
other’s inner world. Curiously, when the couple reunited, the writer asked
Mercedes to destroy all those love letters, so they wouldn't fall into the wrong
hands. All this time, the girl remained faithful to him and waited patiently
and quietly, without a shadow of a doubt and strain. She ignored rumors
surrounding her would-be husband and rejected her suitors’ advances. Many
believed Mercedes was unworldly, and she was sometimes ridiculed behind her
back. People gossiped that the young girl was wasting the best years of her life
waiting for someone who would never marry her. However, Mercedes didn’t
care what other people said. Somewhere deep inside, she knew that she was
destined to spend a lifetime together with Gabo and that their love was mutual.
In my view, that’s how a strong, confident, and wise woman is supposed to
behave. In 1958, the couple finally got married. It’s true what they say:

If you love something, let it go. If it comes back to you, it’s yours. If it doesn’t,
it never was.
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Marquez and Barcha were poor, but they loved each other and lived
in harmony. As the famous saying goes, “With one’s beloved, even a hut is
heaven.” Mercedes, accustomed to wealth and comfort, had no idea how to
run the household. But there is nothing a woman cannot do. Overtime, she
learned how to cook and manage the family budget. In my view, they are
examples of selfless, unconditional love. In fact, happy married couples who
carry their love throughout their entire lives often start from scratch and
achieve success together. Gabo and Mercedes never fought about money. On
the contrary, the great woman never stopped believing her husband was a
genius. Incidentally, it was she who convinced Gabo that writing was his true
calling. No wonder they say that behind every successful man there is a great
woman. Later, Marquez would confirm that belief:

Without Mercedes I would not have gotten to write the book. She took charge
of the situation.

What did the brilliant writer mean by saying that?

One day, Marquez, his wife, and their two sons went on vacation to
Acapulco. While he was driving, he had a sudden flash of insight and came
up with a plot for his most famous novel. Without any hesitation, they came
back home so that Gabo could entirely devote himself to writing. Initially, he
planned to complete his book One Hundred Years of Solitude within six months,
but it took him a bit longer. The manuscript was ready in only 18 months.
Marquez quit his job and isolated himself in his room. He asked not to interrupt
him under no circumstances. Mercedes took care of the children and ran the
household. The strong woman borrowed money from their friends, pawned
home appliances and jewelry, and even persuaded the landlord to forego their
rent for seven months. In all that time, they accumulated a large amount of
debt and had almost nothing to eat, but they didn't lose faith in a bright future.
When they went to the post office to send the manuscript to be published, they
found out that they didn’t have enough money for postage. Then Mercedes
decided to sell her hair dryer and a mixer to pay all the postage fees. The novel,
which became an overnight sensation, brought Marquez worldwide fame and
earned him the Nobel Prize in literature. Ever since, they had everything they
could only dream of: wealth, fame, recognition, and, of course, love.

Marquez and Mercedes have been married for more than 55 years, but
they never had a serious argument. Gabo simply worshipped his muse. This
is how he described his relationship with his wife:
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I think the secret is that we have continued to understand things as we
understood them before we were married. In other words, marriage, like the whole
of life, is something terribly difficult that we have to start over from the beginning
every day, and every day of our lives.

Indeed, one can only dream of love like this.

At the age of 85, Marquez was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, which
manifested itself after a long battle against lymphatic cancer. The disease
progressed, and the great writer didn’t recognize anyone around him except
his beloved wife and muse. She was there with him till his last breath — till
death did them part as they vowed. Gabriel Garcia Marquez died on April
17, 2014. However, I'm sure, the great ones never die. They live in our hearts
forever. Mercedes survived him by six years, and the two loving souls were
reunited in heaven.

Among Méarquez’s most famous works are One Hundred Years of Solitude,
Love in the Time of Cholera, Chronicle of a Death Foretold, The General in His
Labyrinth, and others.

VOCABULARY

fairy tale [ feori te1rl] — ckaska

kind-hearted [ kaind 'ha:rtid] — go6psIii, F06pOCEpAEUHBIH, 106PO-
AYITHBIT

sublime love [so'blaim 1Av] — Bo3BbIIIIeHHAS 1I060Bb

involuntary [in'volontori] — HEBOJIBHO, HEITPOW3BOJIBHO

muse [mju:z] — My3sa

literary genius [ Iitoreri 'd3i:nios] — siuTepaTypHBIN reHUN

fiancé [fi: a:nse1] — )KeHUX, CyKeHBIH

maternal grandparents [mo't3:rnl 'green peorants] — 6aby1ika u geyuika
CO CTOPOHBI MaTepu

put heart and soul (into) — [pot ha:rt ond sovl 'mto] — BkIaABIBaTh AYIILY
(BO 4TO-TO)

colonel ['k3:nl] — moIKOBHUK

superstitious [ su:par’'stifos] — cyeBepHBIN

the supernatural [05 su:po'nef*r’l] — cBepxbecTeCTBEHHOE

move back in with (somebody) [mu:v bak in wid] — nepeexaTb 06paTHO
K KOMY-TO
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mixed-race girl [ mikst 'rers g3:rl]] — geBymka-meTHcka

unearthly beauty [An'3:r0li 'bju:ti] — He3eMHas KpacoTa

be overwhelmed [bi ovvo'welmd] — OGBITH OllIETOMIEHHBIM, TIOTPSI-
CEHHBIM

be destined [bi 'destind] — ObITh IpeAHa3HAYEHHBIM CYZbOOH

reasonable [ ri:zonobol] — pa3ymHBIN, pacCyAUTEIbHBIN

reunite [ ri;ju:'nart] — BoccoeJUHATHCS

remain faithful [r1'mein fei0fvl] — xpanuTs BepHOCTD

reject (someone’s) advances [r1'd3zekt od'vensiz] — oTBepraTh 4bU-TO
YXaKUBaAHUS

suitor [ 'su:tor] — IOKJIOHHUK, yXaxkep, )KeHUX

mutual love [ mju:tfusl 1Av] — B3aumMHas 1060Bb

betrothed [b1 trouvdd] — cyxeHas, HapeueHHas

with (one’s) beloved, even a hut is heaven [wid bi'lavid 'i:vn o hat 1z
‘heven] — ¢ MuaBIM U paii B Iaaiie

be accustomed [bi o' kastomd] — IpUBBIKHYTb

run the household [ran 05 havshoovld] — BecTu goMaliHee X034HCTBO

selfless love [ 'sclflos Iav] — 6eckopbicTHAsS 1I0O0Bb

unconditional love [ ankon'dif*n°l Iav] — 6e3ycioBHas 11000Bb

start from scratch [sta:t from skret/] — HAaUMHATD C HYJI, C YUCTOTO JIHCTA

convince [kon'vins] — y6eAnTb, yTOBOPUTH

true calling [tru: 'ko:lig] — ucTuHHOe IpU3BaHUe

creative insight [kri eitrv 'msait] — TBopueckoe o3apeHue

come up with [kam Ap wid] — npuzaymMaTs, COUMHUTD

pawn [po:n] — 3aKJIaJbIBaTh B IOMbap/

persuade [pa'swerd] — nepeybeauTs, yroBOPUTH

take charge (of) [teik fa:ds ov] — B3aTh Ha cebss OTBETCTBEHHOCTD

lose faith [lu:z fe16] — noTepaTs Bepy

manuscript [ manjoskript] — pykonuce

postage fees [ 'poustid3 fi:z] — mouToBbBIE pacxoabl

become an overnight sensation [b1'kam on ouvor nait sen'seifn] — Mruo-
BEHHO CTaTh CeHcalllel; HeOXXUJAaHHO 00pecTy 3HaMeHUTOCTh

recognition [ rekog nifn] — npusHaHue

fame [ferm] — cyiaBa, U3BECTHOCTH
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EXERCISES

Exercise 1. Answer the following questions:

1) When and where was Gabriel Garcia Marquez born?

2) What was his nickname?

3) Where did Gabo spend his early childhood?

4) Who was the most important person in Gabo’s life?

5) What was Gabo’s relationship with his grandparents?

6) Why did Gabo move back in with his parents?

7) When and where was Mercedes Barcha born?

8) How would you characterize Mercedes Barcha?

9) What did Mercedes look like?

10) Where did the couple meet?

11)How old were they when they first met?

12)What was Gabo like? And what was Mercedes like?

13)How long had Gabo and Mercedes known each other before they
finally got married?

14)When did Gabo and Mercedes finally get married?

15)How would you comment on the following statemen: “Absence is to
love what wind is to fire; it extinguishes the small, it inflames the great”?

16)Why did Gabo ask his wife to destroy all their love letters?

17)How long did it take Marquez to write his most famous novel One
Hundred Years of Solitude?

18)How long were they married?

19)When did Marquez die?

20) What were Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s most famous works?

Exercise 2. Find the equivalents of the following words and phrases in
the text:

poMaH, B ofJHO4Yache CTABIIMU ceHcaljuel; OTBepraTh yxaKUBaHUS I10-
KJIOHHUKOB; B IJIyOMHe AYIIY; BECTU JOMAaIIHee X035 IUCTBO; IepBOHAYAIBHO;
CTaTh ABYMS IIOJOBUHKAMU OZHOTO I1€JIOTO; OH OBLI IMOpPa)KeH ee He3eMHOM
KPacCOTOH; COXPaHUTb aypy 3araflo4HOCTU U WHTPUTH, II0 HACTOSHUIO €ro
CeMbH; BJIOXKUTDb BCIO AYIIY B €I0 BOCIIUTaHUe; HeJJapOM T'OBOPAT; BEPUTD
B CBepX'bECTECTBEHHOE; IlepeexaTh K POJUTENIM; OPOCUTD y4eby B YHUBEP-
CUTEeTe; OTIMIUTD PEATbHOCTD OT BBIMBICTIA
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Exercise 3. Give the Russian equivalents of the following words and
phrases:

a heart-touching story; to act immediately; to get lost in the maze of
fantasies; without a shadow of a doubt; to spend a lifetime together; with
one’s beloved, even a hut is heaven; under no circumstances; to borrow
money from friends; to pawn home appliances; to pay all the postage fees;
they complemented each other; a girl of an extraordinarily charming beauty;
a retired colonel; an unsurpassed masterpiece; pure, sublime love

Exercise 4. Match each word with its antonym:

1) kind-hearted a) later

2) earlier b) to forbid

3) different c) heartless

4) to allow d) similar

5) to reunite e) to despise

6) to worship f) obscurity

7) fame g) to go separate ways
8) involuntary h) questionable

9) undeniable i) to extinguish

10) to inflame j) deliberate

LOVE STORY No. 1

Romantic stories with happy endings cure our hearts and souls. They make
us believe in miracles and give us hope for a bright future. Have you ever tried
creating your own perfect story? Let’s check if you have a talent for writing. Read
the passage carefully and then write your own happy ending:

Jessica and James were meant to be together. They fell in love with each
other at the first sight. The couple quickly got close for they had much in
common and looked at the world in the same way. They started dating and were
really happy. They enjoyed going to the gym and spending time together. James
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nicely cared for Jessica. He arranged weekends by the river, made amazing
surprises, gave beautiful flowers, and set up romantic dinners. Jessica cooked
delicious meals and helped him prepare for his final exams. They dreamed of
a wedding in Greece and a big family. But things were not so simple.

James was an orphan. He was raised by his grandparents who taught him
to love and respect people regardless of their social status. His family was
not rich, and he was dreaming of a successful career. He wanted to make a
better life for his grandparents and worked tirelessly after school. James was
a very purposeful and responsible young man who knew what he wanted.

Jessica was born into a wealthy family. Her father built a successful
career in real estate, and her mother was a highly reputed criminal lawyer.
Both were money-oriented, ambitious, and pragmatic. They strongly opposed
the marriage between their daughter and a young man who came from a
poor background. They finally got their way and separated the two lovers.
Jessica was forced to marry a man she didn't love to clear her family’s debts.
Her father allegedly owed a large sum of money to his business partners, and
her potential husband was the only one who could help him out. He was rich
and influential. As you might have guessed, this was all part of her parents’
cunning plan. Jessica was devastated but obeyed the will of her family.

Time passed, and Jessica was resigned to her fate, trying to forget the past.
Her lovely daughter was her only joy in life. The girl was obedient, loving,
and caring. But overall, Jessica was unhappy. She wanted to change her life
but didn't know how. She had nowhere to go, and it was almost impossible
to get a job while caring for a small child. But one day after so many years of
despair, fortune smiled upon her. While walking in the park with her little
daughter, she accidentally met James...

Use these prompts as a springboard. They’ll help you think deeper and take
your writing to a whole new level:

e How did James’ life turn out? Did he achieve success in life and build

a career?

+ IsJames married or single?

» Will Jessica and James find a way to be together?

« Will their feelings become even stronger after a long time apart?
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MARIE AND PIERRE CURIE:
ROMANCE WITH SCIENCE

Love is the most beautiful feeling in the world. It gives us wings to fly and
inspires us to greatness. Everyone wants to find their soulmate and create a
strong family, but that’s not always easy. After all, not everyone is lucky enough
to experience true and mutual feelings. Personally, I think that marriages are
made in heaven, and love is a great blessing. And even if you don’t believe my
words, this touching story won't leave you indifferent and melt your heart.
You have probably heard about Marie and Pierre Curie, the brilliant scientists
whose discovery changed the world forever. Their marriage was the union of
two kindred spirits, passionate about science. This is an inspiring story about
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enduring love and faithfulness, true dedication, and commitment. Let’s take
a closer look at the lives of these genius scientists.

Marie Curie was a strong person of a complicated fate who proved that
willpower, hard work, and persistence always help overcome obstacles and
achieve success. “The mother of Modern Physics” was the first woman to
win the Nobel Prize and the only woman in history who received this award
twice in two different fields. Her remarkable discoveries save millions of
lives throughout the world to this day. Maria Sklodowska (later known
as Marie Curie) was born on November 7, 1867, into a big poor family in
Warsaw. Her parents, Wladystaw and Bronistawa, worked as educators.
From an early age, the girl had to go through lots of hardships. As a little
girl, she lost her mother and elder sister. Marie grew up in really tough
circumstances. The family had barely enough money to pay for their basic
needs. This experience probably shaped her worldview, which resulted in
her lack of interest in wealth, fame, and comforts of life. She learned to be
content with little and was a person of science: self-sacrificing, purposeful,
and enthusiastic about her ideas. Early in life, the girl discovered one simple
truth: it is always better to rely on yourself. So, one day she worked out a
deal with her sister: Marie would work and pay for Bronya’s medical school,
and once her education was complete, they would reverse their roles. For
five years, Marie worked as a tutor and governess but still managed to find
time for science. Her first love broke her heart. Marie fell in love with the
son of her employers. The young man returned her feelings, but his parents
strongly opposed their marriage because she came from a poor family and
was not a match for their son. So, after being persuaded by his parents, he
decided to break up with his sweetheart. It was at that point that she decided
to never get involved in a relationship again but dedicate herself entirely
to science. In 1891, it was time for her to pursue higher education at the
Sorbonne in Paris. Marie had an insatiable thirst for knowledge and dived
into studies. Because of lack of money to buy proper food, the girl even used
to faint from hunger.

Pierre Curie was one of the founding fathers of modern physics and
a co-winner of the Nobel Prize in physics, which he shared with Marie
Curie and Henri Becquerel. The scientist was born on May 15, 1859, into
an intellectual family in Paris. His father was a talented doctor, and his
mother was a homemaker who knew how to create a special atmosphere
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