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Crapyxa AHHa Nlexkalla Ha y3KOH XKeJle3HOHW KpOoBaTH
BO3JIe PYCCKOM MEYKH U JOKHIATIach CMEPTH, BPeMs JIJIsl KO-
TOpOI BpOJie PUCIIENIO: CTapyxe ObLIO TIOJ] BOCEMBJIECT.
Omna fiosTo nepecunuBaia ceds u iepkKaiach Ha HOTaX, HO
TpH Tofia Ha3aJl, OCTABIINCH COBCeEM 0e3 CHIIEHOK, C/lajlach
u cierna. Jletom et GyTO Jleryanio, 1 OHa BhITIONI3alia BO
IBOp, TpeJiach Ha COJHBIIIKE, a TO W IEPEXOJIHIIA C PO3/bI-
XOM Yepe3 yIuly K ctapyxe MupoHnxe; HO K OCEHH, Tiepe]l
CHETOM, TIOCTIEJTHSISI MOYh OCTARBJISIa ee, M OHA TI0 YTPaM He
B cOCTOSTHUH ObIJIa [la’ke BBIHECTH 3a cOOOI TOPIIOK, JI0-
cTaBumiicd el oT BHyukd HUHKH. A mocie TOTro Kak cra-
pyxa JiBa WIH TPH pa3a MoJIPs/| 3aBaliiach y KPbUIbIA, i
1 BOBCE TIPUKA3aJIi He TIOJIHUMATLCS, W BCS ee KH3Hb 0CTa-
J1ach B TOM, UTOOBI CECTh, OCHJIETh, OMYCTHRB HA MOJI HOTH,
a MIOTOM ONATE JIEUL U J1eXKATh.

3a cBOIO XW3HBL CTapyXa poxajla MHOTO, HO Temnephb
B JKUBBIX Y HEE OCTAJIOCH TONBKO TisiTepo. [lonyunnocs Tak
OTTOTO, UTO CHAa4yajia K HAM B CEMBIO, KaK XOpeK B KypsT-
HUK, TOBAJIAJIaCh XOIUTh CMEPTh, MOTOM Havyajiach BOW-
Ha Ho nsarepo coxpaHumnnck: Tpu jouepH u iBa china. Ojfi-
Ha JI0Yb KWJia B pailoHe, pyrasi B TOPoOJie, a TPEThS U CO-
BceM jjasieko — B Kuere. Crapunii ceiH ¢ CeBepa, Ijie OH
ocTaBajicsl TIOciie apMiH, TOXe mepebpalcs B TOpoJ, a
y MIajiiero, y Muxanina, KOTOpPbIN OJIMH U3 BCceX He yexall
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W3 JlepeBHH, cTapyXa H JIoXHuBajla CBOH BeK, cTapasch He
JocaXx/aTh ero ceMbe CBOel CTapOCThIO.

B 3TOT pa3 Bce 111710 K TOMY, YTO CTapyXe He Mepe3nuMo-
BaTh. YKe ¢ JieTa, KaK TOJILKO OHO MOIILIO Ha YObLIb, CTa-
pyxa crana oOMHUpAaTh, H TOJILKO YKOJIIbI (helbIIepulbl, 3a
koTopoiu 6erana Hunka, nocraBanu ee ¢ Toro cBeta. [1pu-
X0fisl B ce0si, OHA TOHEHbKO, He CBOMM T'OJIOCOM, CTOHAIa,
W3 T71a3 ee BhIIaBIUBAJINCEH Clle3bl,  OHA NpUYHTala:

— Ckomnb pa3 g BaM TOBOpeJia: He TporaiTe MeHs, laii-
Te MHe caMO¥ Ha CHOKOH yATH. { Obl Tenepwu rje-e ObLia,
ecnu Okl He Batiia (enbinepunia. — W yunna Hunky: — Thl
He Oerail 6oe 3a eil, He 6erai. CkaxeT Tebe MaMKa Oe-
JKaTh, a Thl CIIPSULCs B OaHIO, MOJOX/H, a TOTOM CKaXH:
HeTy ee joMa. d TeGe 3a 3TO KOH(eETYy laM — CIaJKyHO
TaKyIo.

B nauvaine ceHTsI6ps Ha cTapyXy HaBaJWiach pyras Ha-
nacTh: ee cTall ojjosieBaTh coH. OHa yKe He NWJIa, He ena,
a ToNbKO cnana. TpoHyT ee — OTKpoeT Ii1a3a, TIsHeT MyT-
HO, HHUero He BHJIA nepef co0oi, 1 OnsTh 3acHeT. A Tpo-
rajiy ee 4acTo — 4TOOBI 3HATh: KUBA, He XXKKUBa. Bricoxia
U OnmKe K KOHIY BCS TTOXKeqTella — MOKOWHHUK MOKOHH-
KOM, TOJILKO YTO JIbIXaHHE He BBIIILIO.

Korja okoHuaTenLHO CTallo SICHO, UTO CTapyxa He ce-
TOJIHS 3aBTpa OToNeT, Muxami1 nomies Ha MOYTY U OTOMI
OpaTy U cecTpam TellerpaMmbl — 4T00bI pue3xkanu. [To-
clle 3TOTO pacToJKal CTapyXy, pefynpeu:

— Tlopoxpu, MaTh, cKopo Haim npuefiyT. [ToBunaThes
HAJIO.

[lepgoii, yXe Ha ipyroe yTpo, Ipuexajia cTapliasi crapy-
xuHa joub Baprapa. Eit no6upaThcs U3 paiioHa ObLIO He-
J[aJIeKo, BCero-TO MAThASCAT KHIOMETPOB, U I 3TOTO e
XBAaTWJIO TOMYTHOH MaiinHbl. BapBapa oTkpbiina BopoTa,
HHKOTO He YBHJIajia BO IBOpe M cpa3y, KaK BKIIIOUmiIa cedsl,
3aroJiocuia:

— Marymika Te1 MosI-a-a!
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Muxaua BLICKOUHI Ha KPBLIBIO.

— Tloroau te1! ZKuas ona, cnut. He kpuun XoTh Ha
yauile, a To cobepellh ceifuac BCIO JIePeBHIO.

Bapgapa, He riisijig Ha Hero, npoliuia B u30y, y CTapyXxu-
HOH KpOBAaTH TSXKell0 CTYKHyJach Ha KOJeHH H, MOTas
rOJIOBO, CHOBA B3BbLIA:

— Marymika Tl MOsi-a-a!

Crapyxa He poOyAuIach, HI OJfHa KPOBHHKA He BLICTY-
miia Ha ee JHlle. Muxaun nomwienasn MaTh MO TIPOBAJIHB-
IUMCS 1[eKaM, H TOJILKO TOTJla ee Iy1a3a H3HYTPH 3afiBH-
TaJIiCh, 3allIeBeJININCE, IBITAsICh OTKPBITLCS, U He CMOTJIH.

— Mars, — Topmommn Muxauin. — BapBapa npuexa-
na, MOTJISA/IH.

— Marymika, — crapanacs BapBapa. — 5To s, TBOS
crapuias. 5 Kk Tebe MOBHIaThCs MpHeXaia, a Thl HA MEHs
U He cMOTpullls. Marymika-a-a!

I'na3a y crapyxu ellle HOKayaJlHCh-IOKAYaJINCh, CJIOBHO
Jaleykl BecoB, H OCTAHOBHJINCH, COMKHYJIHChL. BapBapa
MOAHSUIach U OTOIILIA MIaKaTh K CTONY — Tfe yjobOHee.
OHa pbIjiana 10JIr0, IPUCTYKUBAsI TOJIOBO O CTOJI, 3alIllIach
B cjle3ax U y>Ke HUKaK He MOTJIa OCTaHOBUTLCS. Bo3sne Hee
xonuna narunetHsas Hunka, npurun6anack, 4ToObl 3ariis-
HyTh, HoueMy BapBapuus cie3sl He GeryT Ha 1os; Hunky
MIPOTOHSIIN, HO OHA, XUTPSI, CHOBA IIPOKPajibIBaIach U Jie3-
J1a K CTOJYy.

Beuepom Ha cuacTiInBO NOJIrajiaBilieM apoxojfie, KOTo-
PBIil XO[IUT TOJILKO JIBa pa3a B HeJlello, ipueXajii ropoji-
ckie — Wubg u JIrocs. Muxaun BCTpeTHI HX Ha IPACTaHH
1 MOBeJ B JIOM, IJle BCce OHM POWIHCh U Bbipocau. 1lnu
momnua: JTtocs u Viibst o y3KoMy H IIaTKOMY JIepeBSIHHOMY
TPOTyapuHKy, MHUXaun psSjgoM 1o KoMKam 3acoXiiei rpssu.
HepeBeHckue 3nopoBanuck ¢ Jltocei u Unweii, Ho He 3afiep-
JKHABAJI pa3roBOPaMHM, NPOXOJWIH U C HHTEPECOM OTIIs-
[bIBAJINCH. VI3 OKOH Ha MpHexaBIINuX TapalluiiCch CTapyXu
U peGATHIIKH, CTAPYXH KPECTHIIUCE.
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Bapgapa npu Bujie 6para u cecTpsl He yTeprena:

— Marymka-to Hama... MaTtymika-a-a!

— Tloropm Thl, — onsTh OcTaHOBWI ee Muxamin. —
Ycneenis.

Couutnck Bee y crapyxuHou kpoBatu — v Haps, Muxaii-
JI0Ba KeHa, TyT ke, n Hunka. Ctapyxa jiexkajia He[[BUXKHO
W CTBUIO — TO JIM B CAMOM KOHIIe >KH3HH, TO JIM B CAMOM
HayvaJsle cMepTH. BapBapa axnyna:

— He xuga.

Ha Hee HHUKTO He IBIKHYJ, Bce HCNYTaHHO 3allleBeld-
quck. JItocs TOPOIINBO TOfIHECHA JIafloHb K OTKPBITOMY
PTY CTapyXd M He MOYYBCTBOBAJIA IbIXaHHUS.

— 3epkano, — BcnoMHuIa oHa. — [laliTe 3epKalo.

Haps kunysach K cTOny, Ha XOJly BBITHpas O TOJOI
OCKOJIOK 3epKaila, nofiana ero Jlroce; Ta TOPOILIMBO OMycC-
THJIA OCKOJIOK K 6eCKPOBHBLIM CTapyXHHBLIM T'y0aM U C MH-
HYTY nojiepxkaa. 3epKaiblie YyTh 3a10Telo.

— ZKuBa, — c oGneruennieM BbIJoXHYJIa oHa. — 2KuBa
Hallla Mama.

Bapgapa onsiThs cnoxBaTuiach 1aakarth, 6yTO ycibliia-
J1a Bce He Tak, JItocs Toxe onycTuia cie3y u orouuia. 3ep-
Kanblle nonano K Hunke. OHa npuHsIach Ha HEro JyTh,
3arIsbIBas, YTO C HUM T10Ciie 3TOro 6yfieT, HO HUuero uH-
TepecHOro st cebs He JOXKfanach W, YIYUHB MOMEHT,
CyHyJIa 3epKaliblie KO CTADYXHHOMY PTY, KaK TOJILKO YTO
nenana Jlrocs; Muxaun yBujien, ipu Bcex otuuienan Hun-
KY U BBITOJIKAJ W3 KOMHAThl. HUHKHH peB 3ariyumi miaqy
Bapgapsi, u BapBape npuinoch yMOIKHYTh. OHa B3/10X-
HyJa:

— Ax, MaTynika Thl Hallla, MaTyIlIKa.

Hapg cipocniia, Kyfa nofaBaTh Ha CTOJI — CIOfia, B KOM-
HATYy, WIH B KyXHI0. Peliiu, uto syuiie B KyXHIO — 4TO-
Obl He TPEeBOXKUTHL MaTh. MuUXau nmpuHec 6YTHUIKY BOJIKH
u OyTHUIKY MOPTBeiiHa, BOJIKY pasnui cebe u Wibe, nopt-
BeiH CecTpaM U KeHe.
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— Tarpsna Hailla cerofiHs y>Ke He pHeJleT, — cKa3all
oH. — ZKpaTh He OyjieM.

— Ceroping He Ha 4YeM Ooubllie, ara, — COIJIACHIICH
Unpa. — Ecian Buepa nonyumiia TejerpaMmy, cerofjHs Ha
camoJieT, B ropojie nepecajka. Moxer, ceifuac B paiioHe
CHJINT, a MAIIIWHbI HAa HOYb He YT — ara.

— Wnu B ropope.

— 3agTpa Oyjer.

— 3aBTpa 00s3aTeNbLHO.

— Ecnu 3aBTpa, TO ycneer.

Muxann Ha npaBax X03sMHa MepPBbI MOJIHA PIOMKY:

— JlaBaiiTe. 3a BcTpeuy HaJIO.

— A 4JoKaThCS-TO MOXKHO JI? — Hcnyrainack Bapsapa.

— MoXHO, MOXKHO, MbI HE Ha TOMHUHKAX.

— He roropure Taxk.

— A, Teneps TOBOPH He TOBOPH...

— JlaBHO MBI BOT TaK Bce BMecTe He CHJIeNIH, — C B3BOII-
HOBaHHOII TpycThIO cKa3zaina BApyT JItocd. — TaThsiHbI TOMb-
ko HeT. [Ipueet TaThsHa, 1 Oy TO HUKTO HUKY/ia He ye3-
’Kain. Mbl Befib paHblile BCerjia 3a 3THM CTOJIOM H coOupa-
JICh, B KOMHATe TOJILKO VISl TOCTei HaKphIBaIU. $ 1axe Ha
cBoeM MecTe cuxKy. A BapBapa He Ha cBoeM. U Tb1, Wnb4,
TOXe.

— I'me yxk Tam — He ye3xkanu! — ctan obmwxaTtbes Mu-
xamn. — Yexanu, u coBceM. OpiHa BapBapa 3arusser, Ko-
rjia KapTOLIKU WIH ellle 4ero Hajo. A Bac Gy/[TO U Ha CBeTe
HeTy.

— Bapgape TyT psiioM.

— A BaM npsmo u3 MockBrl exaTh, — nofijiesia Bapsa-
pa. — JleHb Ha mapoxofie — U TYT. YK XOTh Obl He TOBO-
PN, pa3 3a POJIHIO Hac He npu3HaeTe. ['opojickue cTanu,
ObllIa OXOTa BaM C JlepeBeHCKHMHU 3HaThes!

— Ts1, BapBapa, He HMeelllb HIKAKOTO TpaBa TaK roBO-
puThL, — pa3BoiiHOBanach JItocs. — Ilpu uem 3aeck ropoj-
ckue, fiepeBenckune? Twl gyMaii, 0 UeM TOBOPHIIIb.
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— Ara, y BapBapsl, KOHeUHO, HeTy IpaBa FOBOPHTE.
Bapgapa He yenoBek. Y€ c Heil pa3roBapuBaTh? Tak, myc-
Toe MecTo. He cecTpa cBouM cecTpam, OpaToBbIM. A ecii
CIIPOCHTH TeOs: CKOJIBKO ThI IOMA 10 CETOJIHSIIHEN TOPbI
He Ob11a? BapBapa He uenioBek, a BapBapa maTyiiky Harny
npoBefibIBajia, B roj] O CKOJBLKY pa3 NpOBefibIBalia, XOTh
y BapBaps1 He TBOS ceMbs, moboiblie. A Teneps BapBapa
W BUHOBATAasl CJ1eJ1aj1ach.

— JlaBHO He OblTa — uvero Tam! — mopgepkan Bapga-
py Muxaun. — ¥ Hac emie Hunka He popunace, npues:xarna.
A Wnws B mocnennuii pa3 Obin — korjaa ¢ CeBepa nepe-
exan. Eme Hunky Hapng ot rpyau otHumana. I[ToMHuMIIb,
ropuHiiell COCKH Ma3alii, Thl cMesiyics?

WNnbg noMHKT, KUBHYIL

— He Morna, BOT u He npue3xkana, — 0OMXKeHHO CKa-
3ana Jlocs.

— 3axoremna, cMoria 6b1, — He noBepuia Bapsapa.

— Yro 3HauMT cMora Obl, eciy g TOBOPIO, He Moria?
C MOUM 3[I0pOBLEM, eClli B OTIYCK He NMOJJIeUHThCS, TOTOM
BeCh rojl Oyzielilb o GolibHUIAM 6eraTh.

— ¥ Eropku Bcerjia OTTOBOPKH.

— Ilpu yem 3pech kakue-To Eropku u oTroBOpKu?

— A Tak, HE nipu yeM. Bam yX U ciioBa cka3aTh Hellb-
3s. BaxkHble craim.

— Jlagao BaM, — ckazan Muxaun. — IToexamnu emie no
onHo#. Yero oHa OyfieT KUCHYTh?

— TIlopgm, xBaTuT, — npenynpenuna Bapeapa. — Bawm,
MYyXHKaM, TOJILKO Obl HamuThcsa. MaTylika npH cMepTH
JIeKUT, a OHHU TYT pasryisuuck. He B3gymaiiTe ele necHu
neTh.

— [Ilechn HUKTO U He cobupaiics neTh. A BHINHTH MOXK-
HO. MBI caMu 3HaeM, KOTjla MOXKHO, KOTJla Hellb3sl, — He
MaJleHbKHe.

— Oi1, 1a ¢ BAaMH TOJIBKO CBSKHCE.
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BoT Tak oHu cujienin ¥ pa3roBapuBau 3a JITHHHBIM Jle-
PEBSIHHBIM CTOJIOM, CKOJIOUEHHBIM HX TOKOWHHKOM-OTIIOM
neT mAThAecaT Ha3aj. Bce oHH, MOXUB OTAENLHO, TENEPD
MAaJIo TIOXOIuIHn IpyT Ha fApyra. [locmoTpets Ha Bapgapy,
OHa TI0 BHJIy TOJIMJIACE M B MAaTePH, M XOTSI TOJIHKO B TPO-
IIIJIOM TOJY €M TIOIesl IIeCTON JIECATOK, BBITIIsiesia OHa
MHOTO Xy3Ke 3TOTO W yXKe caMa MOXOfujia Ha CTapyxy, ja
ellle, Kak HUKTO B POJIoBe, OblIa TOJICTOH U HeOBLICTPOI.
OpHO OHAa TiepeHsizia OT MaTepH: pOXKalla TOXKe MHOTO, Ofi-
HOTO 3a IPYTHM, HO K TOII MOpe, KOTJja OHa CTajla poXKaTh,
pebsTHIeK HAYIIIIAChL 00eperaTh OT CMEPTH, 4 BOUHBI JIIIS
HHX ellle He OBINI0 — T03TOMY BCe OHI HAXOJUITHCH B TI€JI0-
CTH W COXPAHHOCTH, TOJILKO OJIMH TTapeHb CHJIEN B TIOPBME.
Pamoctu B cBonx pebsarax BapBapa Bujiesia Majo: oHa My-
YHJIach W CKAHJAJIAJIa C HUMU, TOKA OHU POCITH, MYIUTCS
W CKaHJaJUT celuac, Korja Beipocin. M3-3a HUX paHbIlle
CBOWX TOJIOB U COCTAPUIIACH.

3a Bapgapoii y crapyxu mea Unws, norom Jlocs, Mu-
Xaui, U nocnefiHel Obuia TaTbsgHA, KOTOPYIO KAAMH U3
Kuesa.

Hnwro n3-3a Masioro pocta fio apmun 3Banu Uibel-Ko-
POTKUM, 1, XOTh JiitnHHOTO MIbH B lepeBHe He ObLIO, TIPO-
3BHINle 3TO TaK W MPHCTANo K Hemy. OTToro uto Golnbiie
liecaTH JIeT OH TpoKuil Ha CeBepe, BOJIOCHI Y HETO CHITLHO
TMOBLIJIE3]TH, TOJIOBA, KaK S0, OTOJIWIACH H B XOPOIIYIO
norofly Onecrtena, 6yaTo HajpaeHHad. Tam, Ha CeBepe, OH
W JKEHWJICS, la He COBCEM yJlauHo, Oe3 monpaBku: 6pai 3a
ceOst 6a6y HOpMAaJILHYI0, TIO POCTY, a MOXKWIIN, OHA pa3fia-
nack B ontopa Mnbu v OT 3TOT0 ocMerelia — Jlaxke Jio fie-
PEBHH JJOXOAUIHN cyxu, 4To Mbst OT Hee TepluT HEMATIO.

JTroce ToXe yxKe Oolbllle COpOKa, HO €l HU 3a 4TO
CTOJIBKO He JIalllb: OHA He TO-37IeIIIHEMY MOJIOXKaBasi, C UHc-
THIM | TIIa[IKUM, KaK Ha (pOTOKAapTOUKe, JIUIOM, H OfieTa He
Kak nonaino. Jltocs yexasa u3 JlepeBHU cpa3y Mociie BONHbI
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¥ 3a CTOJILKO JIeT Hayum/1ach, KOHEUHO, Y TOPOJICKHX 3a CO-
0o fornsasiBaTh. [la 1 TO cka3aTh: Kakue y Hee ellle 3a00-
Thl 6e3 pedbaTuiiek? A pebsruiiek JItoce bor He fan.

Y Muxauna — He To uto y bW — BOJNOCHKI MO-1IBITaH-
CKH I'yCThIe U KyJpsBble, 00pojia U Ta KypUaBHUTCS, 3aBHBA-
eTcsl B KoledykH. JIHioM oH ToXe uepHblil, HO YepHOTAa 3Ta
Ooqblle OT COMHIIA 1a OT MOpO3a — JIETOM Y peKH Ha MO-
rpy3Ke, 3UMOJi B Jiecy Ha Bajlke — BecCh I'OJf HA OTKPLITOM
BO3/IyXe.

Bort Tak oHu cHjienn i pa3roBapuBalli 3a JIIHHHBIM KY-
XOHHBIM CTOJIOM, YTOObI He MellaTh YMHUpaIOlell MaTe-
pH, pail KOTOPOH BIepBble 3a MHOTO JieT coOpajuch B
ponaom joMe. He xBaTasio Tonsko Tatwsinbl. Y Muxanina
¢ Unbeii emie GbI10 YTO BHINUTE, KEHIHHLI OTCTABUIIH OT
ceOsl PIOMKH, HO He BCTaBalli — CHJEJH, Pa3MSIKHYB OT
BCTPeYd U Pa3roBOPOB, OT BCEro, YTO BHINAJIO UM B 3TOT
JeHb, 00SiCh TOTO, UTO BhINAJET 3aBTpa.

— Hapo 6s110 MHe cpa3y u Bonoiske TeslerpaMmmy oT-
MpaBHUThL, — roBopui Muxaun. — Teneps ObI YK 3[1eCh CH-
nel, Bo3ne Hac. OXoTa Ha HEro MOCMOTpPeTh, KaKOH CTall.

— Onrge? — cnpocun Unbs.

— B apmun. Bropoii ropi yxx goxonaut. Jletom oGertran-
csl IpHexaTh B OTHYCK, /1a, BUJIaTh, poiTpaduics — He
nyctwin. [Iuier, 4To KTO-TO TaM U3 ero OT/iesIeHHus € 11oc-
Ta ylleJs, a ero, Kak KOMaHaupa, Haka3zanu. Moxer, u cam
YTO HATBOPWJI, TaM 3TO Hefoaro. Kak fymaents, OTOycTIT
ero, HeT, eclIi K 6adbke?

— J1OJI>KHBI OTIYCTHTb.

— Hapo 6s110 Buepa cpa3y u oTouTh. [lypaka cBaisi.
Jlymato, Kak HammcaTh, YT00 He pucKpebnuck? BHyK Bce
JKe, He ChIH.

— Taxk 6»1 u Hanucan: 6a6kKa MI0OXas, CPOUHO MpHe3-
Kail, — mocoBeToBana Bapaapa.

Hapns Bcs HaTsdHy/nach OT MOTEPSIHHOTO CUACThSl yikKe
ceiuac BUJieTh nepe]] coOOM ChIHA.
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— 4l eMy 3TO Xe TOBOpWJIa, TaK OH pa3Be OyJeT cIiy-
maTs?

— TlomoxauTe y:K HEMHOXKO, — cKa3aina Jlocs.

— Jlyuine mopoxnaTh, ara. A TO MOXKHO TOJILKO BCe
ucnoptuth. [ToTom yx cpa3y: Tak u Tak. Ha moxoponsi
MIOJKHBI OTHYCTUT.

— Oi-€én-éeHbkn, — B30oXHyJa BapBapa. — He ay-
Manu, He rajjasn. OHa MaTyIIKa Ha BCeX, H BOT.

— CkonbKo TeOe ux Hafjo? — XMbIKHYI Unbs.

Bapgrapa obupenacs:

— To1 npsamo kak He pofiHoii! Bece ¢ MOIKOBBIPOYKOI.
Bce xoueins u3 MeHs ypy cfieliaTh. A 5 He iypHeil TeOs,
MOKelllb He TIO[IKOBLIPHBATh.

— 4 u He gymMato, uTO AypHel. Uero 3To Thl B3'beslach?

— Ara, He TyMaelib.

JTrocsi THXOHBKO cripocuna y Hau:

— Y Bac mBelHAs MalIHHKA €CTh?

— Ecrb, TONbKO 4 He 3HaIO, MILET JK OHA. [laBHO yXKe
He OTKphIBaJA.

— CeropiHs cTana CMOTPEThH, a Y MeHsI, KaK HAa3J10, HA
OJIHOTO YepHOTO TuiaThs, — oO0bsicHIIA JItoca. — TToGexa-
Jla B MarasuH, MaTepuai Kyluiia, a IinuTh, KOHEYHO, HEKO-
ria 66110, TONBKO cKpownna. [Ipugercs 3aecs.

— He ycneete ceropins.

— Ycneto, g ObicTpo mbko. [ToTom, Koria nsIryT, TYT,
B KyXHe, 1 yCTPOIOCh.

— JlagHo, 51 fOCTaHy, MOCMOTPHTE.

ITepen TeM Kak yKIabIBAThLCS, COILINCH OMSTH BO3JE
MaTepH, YTOObI 3HATh, C YeM JIOKUTHC. JItocs monpobo-
BaJia HAWTH MyJIhC M KOe-KaK HaIynaja ero — 4yTh KH-
Boil. Muxani He yTepriell ¥ Iofieprall MaTh 3a 1Jevo, H TO-
T7a BAPYT YCIIBIXaJIM, KAK OTKY/Ia-TO W3HYTPH JIOHECCS CTOH
He CTOH, Xpan He Xpam, Oy[iTo U He MaTepUH BOBCe, Uy-
3KOM, OYJITO, 3aHSITas CBOUM JIeJIOM, OTPLI3HYJIACh CMEPTh.
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Ha Muxanna 3ammkani, HO OT 3TOrO 3ByKa cfieslalioch
BceM He Ti0 ceOe, faxke Hunka nonesna xk Hapie, npucmu-
peuna.

— Xotb Ob1 10 Genoro AHS JOXHIA, — BCXJIMIHYJIA
Bapgapa u ymonkia.

Cranu yknasasiBaThes. M130a Obuia 6ombiias, HO To-Jie-
PeBeHCKH IleperopoKeHa Bcero Ha JiBe MOJIOBHHBI: B OJIHOM
Jiexkalna cTapyxa, B ipyroi cnana Muxaiinoa cembs. Hansg
cebe u Muxauiy nocreiuia Ha 1OJY, a CBOIO KPOBaTh OT-
nana Jlroce. [Ing BapBaps! Hallliach packiafiynika, KOTO-
PYIO OCTaBWIIM HA CTapyXHHOII 0JIOBHHE, UTOOBI BapBa-
pa mpucMaTpHBalia 3a MaTepblo. Tam Xke coGupanuch no-
JIOXKHUTH Ha 1oyl kio, HO OH 3axoTel criaTh B OaHe; 6aHs
y Muxanna 6b1i1a unctas, 6e3 cakul ¥ Ipelioro Ayxa, v CTo-
suna B orpajie. Minbe nanu moxy u ¢pydaiiku moj HA3, a Ha-
BepX BaTHOe Ofiesifio, U OH yIileJs, CKa3aB, YTOOLI B cllyuae
yero Oyguim.

DIeKTPHUYECTBO Y CTAPYXU BBIKIIOUNIIH, 3aXKIJIH JaM-
my. Pernnm fiepaTh CBeT BCKO HOUb, TOILKO YOaBUIH (hH-
THITb.

Hapg nocrana MmanimHky, noctaBujia ee Ha TOT e CTOJI,
3a KoTopbIM cujienu, u Jltocs cHauana ucnpoGoBaa ee Xof
Ha TpsAnkKe. ManmmHka 1mia Xopo1o.

— Jloxkucek, — ckazana Jlroca Hame. — YcHH, moka
MoKHO. Hen3sBecTHo elije, Kakasi cerofiHsi OyjieT HOUb.

Hapg ynuia. Ee o uem-To cipocis Muxamnii, oHa 4TO-TO
OTBeTHJIa — BCe IIeTIOTOM.

3acrpeKoTaia MallliHKa, 1 JI1ocd caMma ucnyranach, Bbl-
MyCTH1a pyuKy — JI0 TOTO TPOMKHM, Kak cTpesnda, HoKa-
3aiicsl ee cTykK. Ha Hero TyT Xe mpuliiuienaa Hanyra{Has
Bapgsapa. ¥Yeupes Jltocto, UyTh OCThIIA:

— CnaBa teGe rocniofu! [lymato, kto TyT Takon? Ips-
MO BCIO 3aTpsicio. UE 3To Tebe MpUCIUINIO?

JTrocs He oTBeTHIIA, IINJIA.
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— Ha noxopo#nsl, 4é 1, YepHOe-TO IIPUTOTOBISIEIH?

— He nonnmato: HeyKenu 00 3TOM 00513aTeILHO HAJIO
crpailnuBaTh?

— A 4é g Takoro ckaszana?

— Hmuuero.

— Illeii, 51 Tebe HUUE He TOBOPIO. 1 BOT MOCHKY BO3Je
TeOs1 MaJleHBKO | yiy. Memiats He 6yny.

Bapgapa npunsrnyiia TabypeTKy, IPHCTPOMIACE COOKY.
OHa Tak U He pa3jiesach, TOJLKO OTIENNIA YYIKHA, H OHU
CTSIHYTOU KoJieell 60 TaliCh HUXKe KOJIeH.

I'me-to Ha peke OTHaNeHHO W CIABIEHHO TYAHYJ Mapo-
XOJI, IIOTOM €IIIe U elle.

Bapgsapa mopiHsiiia roj10BY, IPACAYIITHBASACH, OT HATPSI-
SKEeHHSI CMOPIIUTIACK!

— Y& 5T0 OH KpHUIUT?

— He 3naw. CHrHanel KOMy-TO TIOf1aeT.

— Jlpyroro mMecTa He Hallledl, T7ie ofiaBaTh. [ [psimo Bcro
TepeBePHYIIO.

OHa elle ocHaeaa 1 HeXOTS MOAHSAIACE:

— Tloiiny. Tsl gonro 3aeck Oymenin?

— TIloka He comibio.

— He napgo 651110 HaAM cerofHs TOKUTLCH, OX, He HAJO
ObL10, — TOoKavana rojioBoil Bapeapa. — Cujienu Ob1, pa3-
roBapuBalini — Bce Becedield. UyeT Moe cepjilie: He K J100-
py 3TO.

Omna ynuia, HO CKOpO BOpoTHiack; nyras Jlrocto, npu-
CIIOHUJIACE K CTEHKE.

— Yrto? — copocuna Jlrocs.

— Wum yxx Mue kaxeTcs, nim npasga. Mpn mocmot-
pu. Unn.

JTtocs He TOBepwMiia, HO CKA3aTh, YTO HE BEPHUT, HE CMOT-
na, monia K MaTepu. OHa Jiepskaiia ee pyKy, HO CIIbIIIAma
3a CBOEH CIIHHON TONILKO TSKEeNoe, CO CBHCTOM, AbIXaHHe
Bapsapsr: u-a, u-a, u-a. [Ipuinnocsk oTorsaTs ee, u JIHIIb
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TOTJIa, H TO He cpa3y, o JIroch JJoHeCnuch, yrajbIBasich,
OY/ITO 3a MHOTO-MHOTO KHJIOMETPOB, COBCEM THXHE, Tepsi-
fomuecst Tonuku. Eit mokaszanock, 4To ¢ MpoONuioro pasa
OHH CTaJu erle ciaabeil v 1IN He TOPS/, a Yepe3 OffH.

— Tw1 noXuCh, — Kalles cecTpy, ckazana Jloocda. —
41, moka misto, Oy1y CMOTPeTh, TOTOM pa30yxKy TeOsl.

— Jla pa3Be s ycHy? — no-peOsiubH 3axHbIKasia BapBa-
pa. — Vnbs XUTpbIN KaKOi, yiiiell U3 W30bl, a TYT KaK XOIIIb.
Pa3ee mHe Teneps o cHa? Bee Oyay iymaTh, Kak fia uTo.
Jlyuriie st Bo37ie TeOsl MOCIKY.

— Cupn, eclii XO4elllb.

— S TuxoHBKO GyhYy.

Omna onsITh MPUCTPONUIIACEH PSITOM; B3[bIXasl, TPOTaJIa Ma-
TepHal, cMoTpelna, Kak Jlrocs mbeT.

— Ts1 3T0 INaTHe NOCTe ¢ co0oit 00paTHO NMOBe3elllh,
HET? — CHOpOCHIIa OHA.

— A ugro?

— Sl kK ToMy, UTO, eciiu He TOBe3elllb, 1 MOTJIa ObI B3 Th.

— 3auem oHO Tebe? OHO Ke Ha TeOd He MoJIe3eT.

— 41 He cebe. Y MeHs ieBKa yX ¢ TeOs BriMaxana. Ha
Hee Kak pa3 OyjierT.

— A 4TO0, TBOEH JIeBKe HOCHTL Hedero?

— OHo, MOXXHO CKa3aTh, 1 Heuero. EcTh y Hee miaTh-
WIIKH, ]a YK BCe MOU3HOCWINCH. A JIeBKe, U3BECTHO, TO-
(hopcuTh 0XO0TA.

— B uepnom-TO kakoii ke opc?

— Omna y MeHs1 He nipuBepeiiinBas. B oX b KOrjja BbIN-
TH. B 1IBeTacTOM He MOHEIIE.

JIrocsa moobemniana:

— Yesxarts Oyay, OTHaM.

— 4 tak u ckaxy: OT TeTKH, — oOpajioBaiiack BapBapa.

— T'oBopn Kak Xouerisb.

Korpa 3amosruany u JIrocst ocTaHOBHIIA MAIIIAHKY, CTAJIO
CIIBIIITHO, KaK KTO-TO XpanuT Ha MuxaiisioBoil ONOBHHE,
Bapgapa HacTopoxxunacs:
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— Kro 6813107 — IloTOM, KOT/Ia Xpam oKpe, paccep-
nunack: — BeccoBecTHeIl Kakoil. Hamien Bpems. [Ipamo Hi
CTBIJIa, HU cOBeCTH Y Jtofiell. ChbIH pOJIHOM HAa3bIBaeTCA. —
Omna yMoIKIia U BPYT XKallocTHO nonpocuna: — [loiiem
elile pa3 mocMoTpuM. 5 ojHa 6OIOCH.

Crapyxa Obllla Bce TaK Ke: KUBa U He >XKuBa. Bce ymepiio
B Hell, H TOIILKO cepflle, Pa30rHABILNChH 3a IOJITYIO XKH3Hb,
MPOJI0IKAaJO 1eBeuThesl. Ho BIIHO Ob1710: COBCeM-COBCEM
MaJjio OCTaJoCh eMy jiepXkaThcs. MoXeT, TOIbKO JI0 yTpa.

IToka JTrocs mmna, BapBapa Tak u He nerna. U to mo-
ToM JItoce MpHILIOCH YCTYIIUTE € CBOIO KPOBAaTh, a CaMOM
JOXKHUThCS HA pacKafylllky — nHauye BapBapa Bce paBHO
He flana Obl el YCHYTh.

2

B cBoil yepey 3aCBETHIIOCH YTPO, CTAJIO TPOSICHATHCS,
HO ellle /IO COJIHIIA C PEKH HAaHecJI0 TaKOoro IyCTOTO U He-
TIPOTJISITHOTO TYMaHa, YTO BCe B HEM YTOHYIIO, OTEPSIIOCH.
¥YTpo6GHO KpUuaiu 1o JiepeBHe KOPOBbI, TOPJIAHUIN TETY-
XM, KOPOTKO ¥ MPUTIYIIIEHHO, OY/ITO phiOa MIenieT B BOJIE,
MIOHOCHJINCh JIFOJICKAE 3BYKH — Bce B 6elloil, MOpocsiIiien
3re, B KOTOPOH TOJNBKO ceds W BHAaTh. CBeTallo Tenepb
u 6e3 TOTro MO3HO, a TYT ellje 3TOT TyMaH yKpaJj yTpo, 3a-
CTaBWJI THIKATHCS HAYTa].

Ilepsoii B crapyxunoi u3be nopusinack Hapug. [lo HepaB-
Hell TOphI ee TIOCTOSIHHO OyJiuiia, yclibiXxaB KOPORBY, CBe-
KpoBb, 1 Hajisl, ecitit OHa Jlaske He crajia, Bce paBHO HAUH-
HaJla YTPO TOJLKO TIOCIE TOTO, KaK ee TMO30BET W3 CBOEN
KpoBaTH ctapyxa. BoT u cefiuac oHa BcTaina He cpa3y, a 1o
TMPUBBIYKE TOJOXK/ajla CTAPYXUHOTO rojioca, XOTh W 3Ha-
na, yto ero He OyneT. Ero u He 6b1I10, 3aTO, HAJICaXKasiCh,
Kpuualia HefloeHasi KopoBa, u Hajie npuiuiocsk mogHATHCS.
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Bce Bpemst nomHs o crapyxe u 60sch y3HaTh, yMepiia OHa
WINn He ymepiia, Hajsl HecnbIlIHO ofiesiach M Kpajyuuch
BBIIILIA U3 H30bI, B CEHSX CHSLIA C TBO3/14 HOIONHHK.

CrneioM 3a Hell TYT Xe MOJHSJIACh NMPHBLIKIIAS PaHO
BcTaBaTh BapBapa. Ona yBujana, uyro Hajgu Her, a Bce
ocTalbHble CIST, W KpS/ly pa3 HATh TPOMKO M TSXKelo
B3[IOXHYJIa, OKAHUMBAsl B3IOXH MPOTSKHBIM CTOHOM, UTO-
Obl1 pa3byauts Muxaunna, KOTopblil cnai Ha nony. Ho oH
naxe He nomleBesuics. Torga BapBapa B3goxHyiia s ce-
0s1 ¥ caMa He 3aMeTWlIa, YTO B3[JOXHYJIa; eil CTaJlo CTpalll-
HOBAaTO B JIOMe, IJle BCeX KUBBIX OY/ITO 3arOBOPUIIH CHOM.
Crapasicb KOMY-TO He BbIIaTh ce0si, OHa THXOHBKO, € Ofac-
KOl NpoIIljia KO BTOPOIl TMOJIOBHHE, IJie Jiexala cTapyxa,
U B IBePsIX OCTAHOBUIIAch. [[Bepeil B u30e, KpoMe BXOJTHOI,
He Ob1110, a GBI TONBLKO JIBEPHOI IpoeM — B HeM Bapgapa
i BcTala, 00S3JIMBO 3arfsijibIBasl B ONYTEMHYO KOMHATY.
CrapyXHHOTO JIHI[a OHA He YBHJlalla, OHO ObLIO 3aropoxKe-
HO CIIMHKON KPOBATH, HO YTO-TO — KHMBOE WIIH yXKe MepT-
BOEe — HaXOJIMJIOCH TIO]] OIesiJIOM, a IIPOHTH BIiepei, OTis-
neth Bappapa He ocMenunach i nofasack 00paTHo, ymas,
YTO CHayvajla Hajlo CXOJIUTh Ha JIBOP, UYTOOLI He GeraTh Mo-
ciie, Korjia GyfieT He 1O TOTo.

C ynunsl BapBapa u Hang BopoTunics BMecte; Haps
NpUHSAIACh B KyXHe NPOIeKUBaTh Yepe3 Mapiio MOJIOKO,
Bapgapa Tonranace TyT Xe, 3aX0/iliiia TO ¢ OHOTO OOKY,
TO ¢ ipyroro. Ha cToile no-npekHeMy cTOsl/ia MallIlHKa,
ocrapiascs nocie Jlrocu, u Haas menorom cnpocuina:

— Cumna oHa Buepa, HeT?

— Cuomna, — TakxXe HIelIOTOM OoTBeTusia Bapapa. —
[To Menoun TONBKO Koii-uero He ycnena. — Y He Bhifiepxka-
sa Oonblile, B3Monunacek: — [loiieM pazoygum ee. [1psmo
He MOTYy.

— Ceituac. Monoko BbIHECY.

Kak npugrsizannas, Bapsapa nonuia 3a Hajeii B ceHu,
MOTOM ellle pa3, IOTOMY YTO offHa 6aHKa ocTajack, a Bap-
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Bape MPUXBAaTHUThL ee ObLIO HE B yM, TaK W MOTaJach Tyja-
oGpaTtHo Hu ¢ ueM. Hakonen Hapis ocBoGofumnace, BeITepiia
O TPSNKY PYKH U TlepBas 3allijia Ha CTapYXUHY MOJTOBUHY.

JTrocd cmana, u 66110 BUHO, UTO OHA CITHT, TIPO CTAPYXY
CKa3aTh 3TO HUKTO ObI He B3siscs. Hajs B3riisHynia Ha cBe-
KpPOBB U CKOpel OTBeJa 111a3a, a BapBapa u mocMOTpeTh Hc-
myraiach, crana tepe6uTts Jltocto. JIrocs npocHyrack cpa3sy
W cpa3y BCKOUWIIA, PACKJIAyIIKa OT ee TOIYKOB OT'heXala
B CTOPOHY.

— Yto? — copammuBana Jlrocsa. — Uto?

Bapgrapa npuroroBusnace miakarth:

— He 3naro. Cama "e 3Ha10. THI mornamm.

IIpuxons B cebs, JItoca npuriaguna pykaMi BOJIOCHI,
HaJleNia XaJjaT, JIeXKaBIIHi psloM Ha TabypeTKe, W TOJIO-
1a K MaTepu. Y Ke HAyUWBIINCH PAclo3HaBaTh KU3Hb,
OHa TOJHSIJIA CTAPYXHHY PYKY M TYT Xe ypOHWIa ee, OT-
IATHYJIACh: CTapyXa BJIPYT TOHKO M 3Kajl0OHO MPOCTOHAJA
W OTISITH 3acThliia. BapBapa 3anpuunrana:

— Marymika Tl Mo$i, MaTylika-a! Jla OTKpoil e Thl
CBOH TJIa3bIHLKH-A!

[IpuGezkan B Kanbconax Muxanii, ClipOCOHBS He TIOHSIIL:

— Ormasimacs? OXx, MaTh, MaThk... Hajlo Temerpammy
Bononpke oTOHTE.

— Ts1 uto?! — ocranoBuna ero Hags. — Th1 mouemy
TaKoH-To?

JTtocs, HAIynaB y MaTepH MyJbc, 00JIeTUeHHO cKasaja:

— ZKusa.

— ZKuasa?! — Muxaun noBepHylics K BapBape, Bcku-
nen: — Kakyto xonepy Thl TOT/ia 3/ieCh BOEIllb, KaK MPH TO-
koitHuke? Wan Ha ynuiy — HuHKy eniie pa30yuiis! 3aBe-
Jla CBOIO TApMOHb.

— Tume! — mnotpe6oBana Jliocas. — Wpgurte oTcro-
Ia Bce.

Cawma oHa ele 10 efibl, ToKa Hajfis skapmuia KapToliky,
cejia 3aMeTHIBATh HA HOBOM IUIAThe METIN W MPHUIINBATH
MyTrOBHIIBI, KOTOPbIE TOXe MpuBe3na ¢ codoil H3 Topofia.





