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Haiitu yenoBeka B MOYTU JBYXMWJLUIMOHHOM TOpojie —
3a7a4a He M3 JIETKUX. XOPOUIO €UIe, €CJIU MOBEACHUE ITO-
ro YyeJoBeKa MpencKa3syeMo, TOraa MOXHO XOTs Obl MOMBI-
TaTbCsl HAWTU €ro B OMpeesIeHHON TaBepHe 100 B BUHHOM
smaBke. Ho maxe B TakoMm ciydyae moucK OyneT 3aTpynHU-
TEJIbHBIM.

«I'me 181, JIeo?» — B oTyasstHUM mymaiia Mucc Amenus Xa-
Taysil. bemgHslil, cymacoponHsbiii, HecyacTHbIN Jleo. Heko-
TOpBIE JIIOAM TPOCTO TEPSIOTCS Tepe] JULIOM HEBBIHOCUMO
TSIKEJIbIX 00CcToATEeNbCTB. IMEHHO TaK CIy4usIoCh C ee Tpe-
K/Ie BITOJIHE TMpeacka3dyeMbIM OpaToM. A ceiyac OH, BEpo-
STHO, TIepelles yXe IpaHully OTYasiHUSI U HE OCTaeTcs Ha-
JIeK/Ibl €T0 CIaCTH.

— Mpbl HalinzeM ero, — cka3ajia AMenus C yBEPEHHO-
CTbIO, KOTOPOI BOBCE He UyBCcTBOBajia. OHa B3IJIgHYJIa Ha
CUIIeBILIEr0 HANIPOTUB Hee 1ibiTaHa, HO CMYTJIOe JIUIO ObLIO
HeTnpoHUILlaeMbIM. BripoueM, HU4Yero HeoObBIYHOTO, Meppu-
TeH ObUI YEJIOBEKOM C KpaiiHE OTpaHUYEHHBIMU 3MOLIMSIMU.
OH ObUT HACTOJIBKO CAEPXKAHHBIM, YTO, JaXe MPOXUB B ce-
Mbe XaTaya# MSITHAALATh JIET, TAK HUKOMY U He cKazall, Kak
K€ ero Ha camoM jeje 30ByT. C Toro AHS Kak ero Haluiu
U30UTBIM U 0e3 CoO3HaHUs Ha Oepery pyubsi, IPOTeKaBIIEero
MO UX UMEHUIO, OHU 3HaJIU ero MpocTo Kak MeppureHa.



Korga MeppuneH mnpuiien B ce0s U YBUACA OKPYXKUB-
LIKX €TO JIIOOOMBITHBIX YJIEHOB CEMbU XaTaydil, OH MOIHSI
Hactosituuii OyHT. [lpuilyiochk cuioil 3acTaBUTh €ro ocra-
BaTbCsl B TIOCTEIU U YBEPUTD, UTO €CJIM OH He OyIeT jJexaTh
CMHUPHO, €My CTaHeT TOJbKO xyxe. OTelr AMeIuu MpUles
K BBIBOJY, YTO MaJIbYMKY ITOBE3JI0 OCTAaThCS B XKUBBIX MOCIIE
CTpallIHOM OXOThI Ha LIbITaH, KOTOPYIO BPEMS OT BPEMEHU
MPeaNpPUHUMAT MECTHBIE 3eMJIEBJIAE/blIbl: OHU CATUIINCh
Ha KOHEM, BOOPYXaJIUCh PYXKbsIMU U TyOMHKAMU U Oe3xXa-
JIOCTHO pacCTpeivBaid W M30MBaJIM ILbITaH, YTOOBI OYM-
CTUTh OT HUX CBOU BJIalEHUS.

— OHu, N0-BUAMMOMY, PELIWIN, YTO MaJIbYUK MEPTB, —
paccynui muctep XaTtayail. OH ObLT 4eJI0BEKOM 00pa3OBaH-
HBIM Y MIPUAEPKUBAJICS TPOTPECCUBHBIX B3IJISIIOB, OCYXKIast
Hacwive B J000it ero ¢opMme. — boroch, 4TO CBSI3aThCs
C ero coruieMeHHMKaMu HaMm He yaactes. OHM, cKopee Bce-
ro, yXe Yyl JajeKo.

— MoxHo, 4TOOBI OH Yy Hac ocTajcs, Iana? — c XapoM
BOCKJIMKHYJIa mianaiias cectpa Amenuu Ilomnmu, He oOpa-
11asi BHUMaHusl Ha MeppuriieHa, KOTOpbI OCKaiuj 3yObl,
CJIOBHO BOJIYOHOK, BUIAMMO, OMacasiCh, YTO MOXET CTaThb JJIs
3TOW NEBYOHKY HOBOU UTPYLIKOM.

— OH MOXET XUTb Y HAC CKOJIbKO 3aXO4eT, — YJIBIOHYJI-
cs1 muctep Xaraysii. — Ho 1 coMmHeBalcCh, UTO OH OCTaHeT-
cs Joblle yeM Ha Heaelto. Llpirane — koueBoii Hapoa. OHu
He JII00AT 0Jro 3aAepXUBaThcs Ha ogHOM Mmecte. UM Ka-
JKETCsI, YTO TOIa OHM TepecTaloT ObITh CBOOOIHBIMMU.

MeppuneH, ogHako, octajics. CHavyana OH ObLI MajieHb-
KM U XyI€HbKMM MaJbuMKOM, HO IIOTOM C MyTaloIeil ObI-
CTPOTOI BBIPOC B 3I0POBOTO M KPEMKOTo MYXUWHY. TpyaHO
cKazaTb, KeM ObL1 MeppuIieH: BpoJie He YJeH CEMbU, HO U He
ciyra. XOoTsl OH paboTajl Ha CeMbIO XaTay3ii — ObLT M Ky4epoM,
M MacTepoOM Ha Bce pyKU, — HO, KOTJa XOTell, €1 ¢ HUMHU 3a
OIIHUM CTOJIOM, U €T0 CIajJbHS OblJla B OCHOBHOI YacTH JA0Ma.
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Teneps, koraa Jleo ucues u, BUAUMO, Iomnaji B Oemy, ca-
MO CO00Ii TTogpa3yMeBaioCh, UTO MeppUIleH ITOMOXET €ro
HaWTU.

Boo6111e-T0 6bLJ10 HE COBCEM MTPUIIUYHO, YTO AMETUS OT-
npaBujiach B JIOHAOH B KOMITAHWM TaKOTO MYXKUMHBI, KaK
MeppuneH. B cBou aBanmliaTh 1IECTh JIET OHA HE OYEHB-TO
HyXJaJ1ach B COIIPOBOXICHUM.

— MBI HaYHEeM € TOTO, YTO MCKJIIOYMM MecTa, Kyaa Jleo
TOYHO HE IOWAET, — C DHTY3Ma3MOM cKazaja AMenus. —
BOTO LIEPKBU, MY3€H, BBICIINE YIeOHbIE 3aBeICHUS U paiio-
HBI, I XUBYT OOraTble apyUCTOKPATHL.

— Bce paBHO ocTaeTcs IOYTH BeCh TOPOI, — HEIOBOJIb-
HO TIpoBOpYas MeppurieH.

MeppuneH He awo6un JlonaoH. 1o ero MHeHUO, o6pa3
>KU3HU JIIOJel TaK Ha3bIBa€MOTO LIMBWIM30BAaHHOIO OOIlIe-
CcTBa ObUI Kynma 0osiee NUKWM W HPUMUTUBHBIM, Y€M 3TO
BcTpeuaeTcsl B mpuponae. Eciaum Obl eMy NpUIILIOCh BBIOM-
paTh — IPOBECTH Yac B Oepsore AUKOro KabaHa MJIM B CBET-
CKOI TOCTMHOM, OH, He KOJIeOJIsICh, IIpeanoden Obl Oepiory.

— HagepHoe, nipuaeTcss HayaThb ¢ TaBepH, — IIPOAOJIKA-
J1a AMest, He CMYyIIasiCh €T0 HEJOBOJBCTBOM.

MeppuneH 6pocul Ha Hee MpayHblii B3TJISI;

— A BbI 3HaeTe, CKOJIbKO B JIoHI0HE TaBepH?

— Hert, He 3Hal0, HO 10 KOHIIA THS S 3TO BBISICHIO.

— Mb&1 He moengeM Mo TaBepHaM. Jleo moiimer Tyaa, rae
OH HaBepHsKa ToMaJieT B Oemy.

— U kyna xe? MoxeT, Tbl 3Haelllb TaKOoe MeCTO?

— «JIxxeHHepc».

«JIxxeHHepc» ObLT UIOPHBIM KJIYyOOM, Kylda XOIWJIU
JKEHTIBMEHBI, YTOOBI BECTU Cebs He IT0-IKEHTJIHBMEHCKH.
OH ObUT OcHOBaH OBIBIIMM OokcepoM KMBoM JIxkeHHEpOM.
[Tocie cMepTu Biameablia KIyOd HECKOJbKO pa3 Mepexoau
U3 PYK B PYKH, a B JAHHBI MOMEHT IpUHAJIeXA 3SITIO
Hxennepa opay Cenr-BuHcenTty. [Jaieko He Ge3ynpedHast



penyTauMsi Jopaa Jdillb YBeJUYMBaga MPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTD
3aBeJIEHUS.

YJIeHCTBO B 3TOM KJIy0e CTOMJIO IeJoe cocTosiHue. Jleo
HacCTOSJ1 HA TOM, YTOOBI BCTYIUTh B KJIYO CITyCTSI TPU Mecs-
112, KaK yHacJjeI0Bal CBOW TUTYII.

— Ecau yx ThI 3aaymMain yMepeTh OT MbsIHCTBAa, — He 0e3
capKa3zMa cKaszajia eMy Torna AMesunst, — TO XOTsI Obl BBIOEpH
MECTO, KOTOpO€ MOXeIllb Ce0e TTO3BOJIUTD.

— Ho g Ttemepp BUKOHT, — BBICOKOMEPHO 3aMeTH]
Jleo, — u mojkeH BecTu ceOs1 COOTBETCTBeHHO. MHave uTo
CKaxyT Joau?

— CkaxyT, 4To Thl MOT Y Aypak, a TUTYJ MOT C TeM Xe
YCIIEXOM TEPEUTU K MapThILIKE.

OTOT BHINA BHI3BAJ y €€ KpacHBOTO OpaTa JMIIb yC-
MEIUIKY.

— ITo-moemy, 3TO cpaBHEHUE HeCTPaBeIIMBO 10 OTHO-
LLIEHWIO K MapTBhIIIKE.

AMenus TpsSIXHYJIa FOJIOBOM, CJIOBHO OTTOHSISI HAXJIBIHYB-
e BocroMuHaHus. TpeBora Bce Bo3pacTayia. XOJIOAHbI-
MU TMaJbllaMU OHA CXajla BUCKU. JIeo U paHblle BHE3aITHO
ucyesaja, HO Ha BTOT pa3 €ro OTCYTCTBHE 3aTSIHYJIOCh, KakK
HUKOTA.

— MHe ele He MPUXOAMIOCH OBIBaTh B KIIybe, — cKasa-
Jla oHa MeppuneHy. — DTo OyIeT MOl NEPBbIli BU3UT.

— Bam He paspemar Boiitu. Ber nemu. Ho maxke eciu
pa3peuiart, TO s He TT03BOJIIO.

AMenrs mocMOTpesia Ha HEero ¢ yauBiaeHueM. MeppurieH
peako yTo-To el 3anpeiai. [1o mpaBae roBopsi, 3asiBJieHUE
LIbIraHa BbI3BAJIO y Hee paszapaxeHue. OHa He coOupaeTcs
co0itofaTh CBETCKME MPUJIMYMS B MOMEHT, KOTjJa Ha Kap-
Ty TIOCTaBjieHa XU3Hb ee OpaTa. KpoMe TOro, JitoOOMBITHO
B3IJISIHYTh Ha 3TO NPUBUJIETUPOBAHHOE YOSXKUIIE I MYX-
yuH. [TockonbKy OHa, OYEeBUIHO, OOpeYeHa Ha y4acTh CTa-
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pOIi AeBbI, TO MOXET MO KpailHeil Mepe ITO3BOJUTh cebe Ha-
CJAIUThCSI MAJIEHBKUMU PalOCTSIMMU.

— A Tebs Tyda TOXe He BOYCTIT, — Bo3pa3uyia AMe-
Jmsi. — Thl Belb LbITaH.

— Tak cay4yusIoch, 4TO YIPABJISIOMIMI KiTy0a TOXE IIbI-
raH.

310 OBIJI0 HEeOOBIYHO. Jlaxke cTpaHHo. LlpiraHe cuuranuch
BOpaMU 1 MOILLIEHHUKaMMU. BblJIo TpoCTO MopasuTeabHO, YTO
LIbITAHY TOBEPWIM YIPABISATh JEHEXXHBIMU CPEICTBaMU, He
TOBOpSI YK€ O TOM, 4TOOBI pa3peliaTh CIIOPHl, BO3HUKABIINE
Y UTPOBBIX CTOJIOB.

— OH, IOJDXHO OBITh, HEOOBIKHOBEHHBII YeI0BEK, pa3
3aHMMAaeT TaKoe IOJIOKEHUE, — IIOMOJIYaB, 3aMeTuaa AMe-
Jmsa. — XOpollo, S II03BOJIO TeOe COMPOBOXIATH MEHS,
Koraa MbI BolieM B Kiy0. TBoe IpuCyTCTBHUE, BO3MOXHO,
clesaeT yIpaBIsIiolIero 0ojaee CroBOPUYUBHIM.

— Crracu60, — cyxo oTBeTUJI MeppuIieH.

Mexnmy TeM UX KpbITasl KOJIsSICKa BbeXajla B LIEHTPaJbHYIO
4acTb ropojia, rae ObUIM COCPENOTOUYECHBI Mara3uHbl, TeaTphl
M BCEBO3MOXHBIC YBecelnTelbHble 3aBeleHUs. OHM exaiu
MO IIMPOKUM YJIUILIAM MUMO KPAaCHUBbIX TLIONIAAEH, BEJIUKO-
JIETTHBIX JOMOB C KOJJOHHaMU Y KpacUuBO MOACTPUKEHHBIMU
orpajgaMu 13 3eJIeHU.

LenTp cToMmMiIbl ObLUT HE3HAKOM AMENINU. XOTS UX TIOME-
CThE€ M HAXOOWJIOCh HemanekKo oT JIOHmoHa, ee ceMbsl penKo
ObIBaIa 31eCh, TeM OoJsiee B 3TOM paiioHe. [laxe Temepb, IMo-
JIyIMB HACJEACTBO, OHM HE MOIJIM MO3BOJUTH cede mpasi-
HbIE TPaThI.

I'manyB Ha MeppuneHa, AMelus youBWiIach TOMY, YTO
LIbITaH, 0e3 COMHEHMSs, 3HAeT, KyJa Halo eXaTh, XOTS OH
TaK e Majo 3HaKoM Cc ropojom, kKak oHa. Ho MeppuneHn
obnaman NpUPOIHBIM JAapOM BE3[l€ HAXOMMUTh IPABUILHYIO
JIOpOTYy.



Onu cBepHyau Ha KMHI-cTpuT, SIpKO OCBEIIIEHHYIO Ia-
30BbIMM (poHapsiMu. Baosib MOCTOBOI CTOSIJI0 MHOXECTBO
9KUIaXeU, TpoTyapbl ObUIM 3aIlOJTHEHBI JIIOJAbMU, CITEIIUB-
IIMMU BeceJIo MPOBECTH Bedep. 3aKaTHOE COJIHIIE OKpacu-
JIO TOPU30HT, Ha (D)OHE KOTOPOI'O BHICOKME 3MaHUSI TOpUasH,
CJIOBHO 3yObl TUTAHTCKMX BEIbM.

MeppurnieH HanmpaBWI KOJISICKY B y3KYIO YJIOUKYy MO3aau
OrPOMHOTO 3[aHUsI C BHYLIUTEJbHBIM (acagoM. DTo U ObLIT
kiy0 JIxxeHHepa. BHyTpu y AMenuu Bce cxKajloCch. bblio Obl
HepeaJbHbIM BE3EHUEM, €CJIU UM yIACTCS B MIEPBOM XK€ Me-
cTe HaliTu OparTa.

— MeppuneH? — HanpsKeHHBIM TOJI0COM cKasayia AMe-
JIUS.

— Ha?

— Tebe, BepHO, HAaIO 3HATh, YTO €CJIW MOI OpaT elle He
yMyApuicsl yOuTh cedsl, To, KOrna Mbl €ro HaiJieM, s 3acTpe-
JIIO €ro cama.

— 4 Bi0Xy B Ballly pyKy IMUCTOJIET.

Awmenus ynbpIOHYIAaCch U TTONpaBuja LMUISIIKY.

— Torma moitneM. 1 moMHU — TOBOPUTH Oyay S1.

3amax B Iepeyike ObLI OTBpaTUTEIbHBIM. [laxio ynm-
Lel, XXKUBOTHBIMH, TIOMOMKOM M YTrOJIbHOU IBUILIO. JlaBHO
He OBLIO JOXs, U IPsi3b CKaIIMBaJlach Ha OOKOBBIX YJIOU-
Kax. AMeJUu MPUIILIOCh Pe3BO OTCKOYUTH B CTOPOHY, UTO-
Obl HE HACTYNUTh Ha KpbICY, NPOOEXAaBIIYIO BIOJb CTEHbI
JoMa.

B KoHue mepeyika ABOE YJAWYHBIX Majb4yuIlEeK, CKPIO-
YUBUIMCh Y KPOLIEYHOTO KOCTpaA, Xapujnd YTO-TO Ha JJIMH-
HBIX MaJIKaX. AMEINU He 3aX0TeI0Ch 3a1yMbIBaThCS HAll TEM,
YTO UMEHHO OHM XapsT. Ee B3Ijsia ocTaHOBUJICS Ha TPyIine
B3pOCJBIX — TPeX MYXXUMHAX U XEHIIIMHE, OCBEIIEHHBIX He-
POBHBIM CBETOM KocTpa. [[Boe MyXUMH TIBITATUCh ApaThCs,
HO OBbUIM TaK IbSIHBI, YTO MX JApakKa OoJbllle MOXOIMUJa Ha
LIMPKOBOE TMPEJACTaBIEHUE TAHIYIOIIUX MENBENCH.
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Ha xeHiyHe ObUIO SIpKOE ILIaThe C OOJIBIIMM BHIPE30OM.
Omna rpomko xoxoTana. Ee, Bumnumo, Becenmiao, 4To ABOE MyX-
Y1H 13-3a Hee aepyTcs. TpeTuil mbITalics pa3HsITh IIPUSITEIICH.

— Dii, Bbl, MapHU, — KOKETJIMBO KPUKHYJA XEHIIMHA, —
sl e cKazajia, 4YTo mpuMy Bac oboux! Hezauem meTymmThbes.

— He BmemmuBaiitech, — npeaynpennn MeppurieH Ame-
JIVIO.

Ho Amenus, mpUTBOpUBIINCH, YTO HE paccibliliaja, Mmo-
nJomnnia ommke. JIeno He B TOM, UTO ee 3aMHTEpecoBaja 3Ta
ccopa — gaxe B MX MMPHOM mnomecTbe IIpumpoys-1ieiic
cay4daauch gpaku. Bce MyX4mHBI, HE3aBUCHMMO OT MX IIO-
JIOXKEHUSI, BpeMsSI OT BPEMEHHM CTAaHOBIIMCH pabdaMM CBOUX
HU3MEHHBIX MTHCTUHKTOB. BHMMaHMe AMeuu IIpuBJeK Tpe-
THIA MyKYMHA, TOT, KOTOPBIA BCTaJI MEXIY ITbTHBIMU U TIHI-
TaJcs UX YPE30OHUTb.

OH OBLT XOpOLIO OJET, KaK HACTOSIIUI IKEHTJIbMEH,
HO... OBLJIO BHUJHO, YTO OH HE KEHTJbMEH. Y Hero ObI-
JIU BBIOIIIMECSI TEMHBIE BOJIOChI, OH ObLI CMYIJI X BOOOIIE
BBITJISIIEN yyxke3emileM. M1 oH gBurajicst ¢ rpalueil THMKOMH
KOIIIKM, CTapasiCh N30eXKaTh CIyJaliHBIX YIApOB.

— Muopabl, — yBelIeBal OH MX CIIOKOMHBIM TOJIOCOM,
MOJCTABIISISA PYKY, YTOOBI 3aIIUTUTHCS OT ylaapa KylaKoM. —
Wi BBl ceituac xe repectaHeTe ApaThCsl, WK sl OyAy BhIHYX-
JeH... — OH OTCKOYMUJ B CTOPOHY, 3aMETUB, UYTO CTOSIBILIMI
Mo3aId HErO My>KYMHA coOMpaeTcsl HAaOPOCUTHCS Ha HETO.

IIpocTutyTKa paccMmesiach:

— Buky, onu Tebs noBenu cerogHs, Poan!

Ho Poan BepHyJICSI Ha CBOE€ MECTO MEXKIY MbSHBIMU.

— Musnopapsl, Bbl, KOHEYHO, 3HA€Te, — OH OBICTPO IIPU-
cell, IOTOMY YTO HajJ HMM CHOBA IIPOCBUCTEI KyJIaK, — 4TO
HacwIveM HUYEro He pelraeTcs.

— IMomwen K yepTy! — 3apbluajl OAUMH U3 APayyHOB U, Ha-
THYB T'OJIOBY, pelinji 60aHyTh PoaHa, CI0BHO 00e3yMeBIIUIA
KO3eJl.



Poan ortctymmii, mo3BoIMB HamamaBIIeMy BpPe3aTbes TO-
JIOBOI1 TIPSIMO B CTEHY JIOMa.

Bropoit My>xxurHa BMecTO 061arogapHOCTH MpOpbIYa:

— Bynap 61 npoksit, Poan! He BmemuBaiics! S 6b1 cam
BBIMYCTUJT U3 Hero kuinku! — Pa3MaxuBasi KyjJakamMu, OH
Habpocwics Ha PoaHa.

OnHako 1 ero PoaH o4eHb OBICTPO YJIOXKWI Ha 3eMJIIO.
CT0s1 Hag MOBEPTHYTHIM, OH IIYTJIMBO CIIPOCKI:

— VYcnokounucen? Ha? OdeHb Xxopoimo. A Terepb ITO-
3BOJIBTE TIOMOYb BaM BCTaTh, MWIopa. — PoaH orisHyncs
Ha OTKPBITYIO OBEPh, BEYIIYIO B KIIyO, TIe CTOSUI OXWH W3
cIyXammmx, 1 TpuKaszai: — JloycoH, TipoBoauTe Jiopaa Jla-
THMeEpa K ero skunaxy. A g noseny Jiopaa Cenyas.

— B 3TOM HeT HeoOXOAMMOCTH, — CKa3aJd apHUCTOKpaT,
nogHsBImMch. OH IBHO MpoTpe3Bei. — £ cam moiiny 1o cBo-
eil yeproBoii KapeTbl. — OTpSIXHYBIIMCH, OH JA00aBUI: —

S1 xouy Tebst Koe 0 yeM Mmonpocuth, PoaH.

— Ha, munopa?

— Ecnu 06 atom y3Halor... ecau jgeau Cenysii y3Haer,
YTO 5 JIpajcsl, YTOObl 3aBOEBATh OJAroCKJIOHHOCTb Maialiei
JKEHIIWHBI... MOSI XXU3Hb HE OYAEeT CTOUTb HU Ipolla.

— OHa HUKOTIa He y3HaeT, MUJIOpa, — yBepuJ ero PoaH.

— Ona Bcerga Bce y3HaéT. OHa B COM003€ C IbSBOJIOM.
Eciu Te6s1 cipocsiT 06 3Tol He3HAYUTEbHOM ccope...

— OHa ciyyusnach M3-32 OCOOCHHO a3apTHOW MIpPhI
B BUCT, — OBIJT CTIOKOMHBIN OTBET.

— Jla, na. Tel xopowmii yenoBeK. — Ceyail nmoxsiornal
Poana o mieuy. — A 4T0OBI TeOE OBLIO Jerdye AepKaThb SI3bIK
3a 3yoamu... — OH gocTaj U3 KapMaHa XujeTa HeOOIbIIoMi
MeIlloueK.

— Her, munopa. — PoaH oTcTymnui Ha 1ar u peruresb-
HO TPSIXHYJI TOJIOBOM, TaK YTO €ro YepHble KyApU OJeCHYJIU
B cBeTe (poHapsl.

— Bo3bMu, — HacTamBas apuCTOKpAT.
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— He mory, muiopa.

— Jlensru tBou. — Ceiyaii IIBBIPHYJI MELIOYEK IO HO-
1 Poana. — Tak 4o pemrait caMm — BO3bMEIIb X WM OCTa-
BUIIIb JIEKATh Ha 3eMJIE.

Korna mxeHTnbMeH yaanuics, PoaH DiisiHysl Ha Melllouek
TaK, CJIOBHO 3TO ObLIa JoxJasi Kpbica.

— MHe oHU He HYXHBbI, — MPOOOPMOTAJI OH cede Mo/ HOC.

— A MHe€ TIpUroasTCcs, — MOACKOYMJIAa K HEMY MPOCTU-
TyTKa. — OHa IMoHsIa MEIIoYeK U IToA0pOCcHIia Ha JIaJOHU,
npoBepsisa Bec. — ['ocnoau, B KM3HU €llIe He BCTpedasa Libl-
raHa, KOTOpBIi OOsICS ObI IEHET.

— Jla g He 6010Cch, — oTBeTMI Poan. — OHuU MHE mpo-
CTO HE HYXHBI. — B3IOXHYB, OH IOTEp JadOHBIO 3aTHUIOK
U 1IEI0.

KeHiuHa paccMmesiyiach U € SIBHBIM BOCXUILEHUEM OKH-
HyJIa B3TJISIIOM €ro CTPOMHYI0 (puUrypy:

— S He m00J10 OpaTh AEHBIM MPOCTO TaK, HE OTPadOTAaB.
He xouens m HEMHOTO IMTOPE3BUTHCS, KpacaBUMK?

— 4 1eHI0 TBOE MpemIoKEeHNE, — BEXJIMBO OTBeTU Po-
aH, — HO... HeT.

OHa KOKETJIMBO IEepHYJIA IIICIOM:

— Hy, xak xouemb. MHe enie ayuie. [Tpoinaii.

PoaH KMBHYJ B OTBET U ¢ MIPEyBEJIMUYEHHBIM BHUMaHUEM
YCTaBUJICS B OJJHY TOUKY riepe; co00ii. OH CTOSITT HETTOABUXK-
HO, CJIOBHO TMPUCIYIIMBAsICh K KAKUM-TO €Jie Pa3IMuuMbIM
3ByKaM. I1oToM cHOBa ImoTep 1€l U 3aTbUIOK U, MEIJIEHHO
OIISIHYBIINCH, TTOCMOTpPE IPSIMO Ha AMEJINIO.

Korma ux B3MISSAbl BCTPETUIUCH, AMENIUs IMOYyBCTBOBA-
JIa, OyaTO €€ MPOH3WIO TOKOM. XOTS OH CTOSUI B HECKOJIb-
KMX IIIarax oT Hee, OHa Ha pacCTOSIHUU OIIYTUJIA CHIY €ro
B3msiga. Belpaxenuwe nuua PoaHa Obuio HU OOOPBIM, HU
3JIbIM, a, CKOopee, OeccTpalllHbIM, CJIOBHO OH YK€ JaBHO IT0-
HSIJI, 4YTO MUP — 3KECTOKOE MECTO M Haa0 MPUHUMATh €ro
TaKUM, KaKOW OH €CTb.

1



Korga HecKoJIbKO OTCTpaHeHHBIN B3risa PoaHa cKoiab3-
HyI 10 ee purype, AMenus 3HaJia TOYHO, YTO UMEHHO OH
YBUIEI: XSHIITMHY B TIPOCTOM, HO TIPOYHOM OfeXIe 1 TTpaK-
TUYHBIX OalliMakaxX. AMesus Oblla CpelHero pocra, ¢ TeM-
HBIMHU BOJIOCAMU U YMCTOMN KOXEH, ¢ pyMsIHIIEM BO BCIO 1lIe-
Ky, KaK y Bcex B ee cemeiicTBe. OHa OblIa HEMHOTO TTOJTHO-
BaToi, B TO BpeMsl Kak B Mojie ObUIM Xyno0a u 00Jie3HeHHAs
0JIEAHOCTb.

He O6ynyuu TiiecnaBHoOi, AMers Bce XXe MoHUMana, 4To
OHa XOTd M HE KpacuBa, HO JOCTAaTOYHO INPUBJIEKATEIbHA,
4yTOOBI HaliTu cede Myxa. Ho oguH pa3 oHa yxxe 000XTIiach,
1y Hee He ObLTO HU MaJIeHIIero XeJaHusI CHOBA pUCKOBATh.
K ToMy Xe eii u 6e3 TOro xpaTajo XJOIOT ¢ ee 0eCrOKOii-
HBIM OpaToM.

Mexny Tem PoaH oT Hee oTBepHYJICSI U 6€3 eAUHOIO CJI0-
Ba HampaBWJICS K ABepsIM Kiryoa. OH 111es1 He criela, Jerkoi
MOXOAKOM, OynTo naBasi cede BpeMs O YEM-TO ITOpa3Mbl-
CJTUTb.

AMeJus TooIIIa K IBEPH OTHOBPEMEHHO C HUM.

— Coap... muctep PoaH... Bbl, 04€BUIHO, YIIPABISIOIINIA
3TOTO KJI1yb6a?

OH ocTaHOBUJICS U 06epHYyIcsl. OHU OKa3aIucCh TaK OJIMU3-
KO Jpyr OT Apyra, 4To AMenus MOYyBCTBOBaJla 3amax pas-
ropsiYeHHON MYXXCKOM Koxu. IToa paccTerHyTbIM XXUJIETOM
W3 POCKOIITHOM mapyu Obl1a BUAHA OeJiast pydalika TOHKOTo
nonoTHa. Korga Poan mocmenina 3acTerHyTh XKUjaeT, AMe-
JIVisl yBUZENIa HECKOIBKO 30JI0ThIX KOJIell Ha ero majbliax. Ee
oXBaTuJjIa BHe3aIlHasl HEPBO3HOCTh, KOPCET BAPYT MOKa3aICs
TECHBIM, @ BOPOTHHK TUIATbsSI — CJIWIIKOM BBEICOKWM.

Omna 3actaBuiia ce0sI IIOCMOTPETh Ha HETO B ymop. DTo
ObLT MOJIONIOW YesloBeK JIeT TPUALATU C JIMLIOM BK30THUYe-
ckoro aHreJjia. Takast BHEIIHOCTh ONpeaeeHHO Obla co3a-
Ha JJISI Tpexa: YyBCTBEHHBIN POT, KBaIpaTHbII MOA00POAOK,
30JIOTUCTO-Kapue Tjia3a Mol MPSMbIMM JUIMHHBIMU PECHU-
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naMu. YepHble TsKeable KyApHU CIIyCKaJHMCh ITOYTHU Ha ILIe-
yy. AMeNus 3aMeTUIa, KaK B OMHOM yX€ CBEpKHYJIa OpMILIN -
aHTOBAs cephra.

— K Baium yciyram, Mucc...

— Xaraysii. — OHa ITOBepHyJach, YTOOBI INPeICTaBUTh
CBOEro CITyTHHKA: — A 3T0 MeppuIieH.

PoaH risiHy;1 Ha HETO HaCTOPOXKEHHO:

— DTO CJI0BO y 1IbITAH 03HAYAET U «KU3Hb», U «CMEPTh».

Amenus ynuBlIeHHO MonHsuia O0poBu. OHa HUKOrAa He
3aJAyMbIBajlach O 3HAUYEHUM MMeH. MeppuIleH cjierka Iepe-
JEepHYJ IUIeYaMU W ITOMOPILIMIICS, BCEM BUIOM ITOKa3bIBasl,
YTO 3TO HE CTOMUT HMKAKOr0 BHUMAHUSI.

— Cap, — obpatunach AMenust K PoaHy, — MbI npuexa-
JIK, 4TOOBI 3a/1aTh BaM HECKOJIbKO BOIPOCOB...

— 51 He 1106110 BOITPOCOB.

— 4 nmy cBoero Opara, Jiopaa Pam3u, — ynpsiMmo mpo-
Jojrkana AMenusl, — M MHE O4YeHb HYXXHa MHpopMaLUSI...
KOTOPOI BbI, BO3MOXHO, pacroJjaraere... 0 TOM, TAE €ro
MOXHO HaUlTH.

— S Hngero OB BaM He cKazaJj, JaXke eCcId OBl 3Hal. —
OH roBOpPUJI C HEOOJIBIIIMM MHOCTPAHHBIM aKIIEHTOM 1 JaXe
C HaMEKOM Ha apuMCTOKpaTHM3M. DTO ObLI YBEPEHHbIN Trojioc
yesJoBeKa, KOTOPbIM MPUBBIK OOLIATHCS C JIIOIAbMU CaMOTO
pa3HoOro copra.

— VYBepsto Bac, ¢3p, s He cTajga Obl MPUYUHSITh HEYH00-
CTBa HU BaM, HU KOMY-JIMOO ellle, ecii Obl 3TO He ObLJIO a0-
COJIIOTHO Heobxomumo. Ho mpoiuio yxke Tpu IHSI, KaK MOU
OpaT mpomarl...

— 910 He Mog mpobiema. — PoaH moBepHyCs K ABEpH.

— OH CKJIOHEH BOIUTH APYKOY C IUTOXVUMMU JIIOIbMHU. ..

— Coxarnero.

— OH naxe, MOXeT ObITb, Y€ MEpTB.

— Huuem He mory momoub. Kenawo ynauu B gajibHel-
KX Touckax. — PoaH oTKpbLI ABEpb, COOUpPAsICh YUTH.
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Ero ocranoBun MeppuIieH, 3aroBOPUBIINIT Ha SI3bIKE
LbITaH.

C Tex mop Kak MeppulieH BIIepBhIe IIOSIBUJICS B UX IOME,
AMenusl Jvillb HECKOJBKO pa3 cibllliajia, KaK OH TOBOPUIJI
Ha 3TOM $I3bIKe. SI3bIK 3By4yaj rOpTaHHO, C MHOXECTBOM CO-
[JIACHBIX U PACTSIHYTBIX INIACHBIX, HO B HEM OblJla 3aBOpaXKu-
BaloIllasi My3biKa, CBSI3bIBaBIIIAs CJIOBA BOCAWHO.

BuumarenbHo 1mocMoTpeB Ha MeppunieHa, Poan mpu-
CJIOHWJICSL K KOCSIKY JBEPMU.

— DTO0 IpeBHUM SI3bIK, — CKa3ajl OH. — I He CbIIIal ero
yXe MHoro JjieT. KTo 6apoH TBoero 1mjaieMeHu?

— ¥ MeHs HeT IUIeMeHU.

Hacrynuna mnaysa. Jlumo MeppurieHa TmO-IpexXHEMY
0OCTaBaJIOCh HEMTPOHULIAEMbIM.

— Boiigure. SI nocraparmoch YTO-HUOYAb Y3HATb.

OHU cMOIIM BOWTH B KJIy0O 0€3 JUIIHUX LIEPEeMOHUIA.
PoaH npukaszan ogHOMY M3 ClIyXallluX MPOBOJUTh UX B 3a-
KPBITYIO i1 TIOCTOPOHHUX TOCTMHYIO HaBepxy. AMeus
CJIBIIIAJIa TOJIOCA, 3BYKM MY3BIKM U IIIYM I11aroB, JOHOCHB-
II1ecs OTKYAa-TO CHU3Y. DTO ObLI MYXCKOH yJel, Kyaa aa-
MaM BXOJ, OBLJI CTPOrO BOCIIPEIIEH.

Cryxaluii oOTBeJI UX B XOPOIIIO 00CTAaBICHHYIO KOMHATY
U TIONMPOCUII TIOAO0XAATh 3eCh Bo3BpalleHusi PoaHa. Mep-
pMIIEeH TIooIIIe] K OKHY, BRIXOAUBIIEMY Ha KUHT-CTpUT.

AMenuio mopasuia HeOpocKasi pOCKOIb FOCTUHOM: ro-
JIyOOIi KOBep py4HOI paboOThl, OOLIMTHIE JePEBIHHBIMU Ma-
HeJIIMU CTeHBI M 00MTast OapxaToM MeOeJb.

— BrionHe co BKycoM, — OTMETWIa OHAa, CHUMasl IIUISIM-
Ky U camsich K HeOOJBIIOMY CTOJIMKY KPacHOIO IepeBa. —
41 moyeMy-TO oxupana yBUIETh HEUTO OoJjee... Oojiee Kpu-
yaliee 1 0e3BKyCHOE.

— «JI>xeHHepc» Ha MOpPsIIOK BhIlIE 3aBeIeHUI TaKOTO TH-
na. OH MacKupyeTcsl 1ol KJIy0 JUIsl IKEHTJIbMEHOB, XOTsI Ha
caMOM JieJie 37eCh JepKaT caMblii KpyInHbIN 0aHK B JIoHAOHE.
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AMenus BcTajla ¥ MOOOILIA K KHMKHBIM IoykaMm. Pac-
cMaTpuBasi KHUTHA, OHA CIIPOCHIIa KaK Obl HEB3HAYAIA:

— Kak 1B mymaemns, mouemy muctep Poan orkasaics
B3SIThb AeHbIU y Jiopaa Cenyas?

MeppurneH Opocul Ha Hee capKacTUYECKUI B3TJIsII:

— BaMm u3BecTHO, Kak ILIibITaHe OTHOCSITCSI K MaTepuasib-
HOMY JIOCTaTKy.

— Ha, g 3Har, Balllu JIIOAW HE JI00SIT ObITh 3aBUCHUMBI-
Mu. Ho MHe mpuxonunaoch BUAETH, UTO LIbITaHE HE IPOYb
MOJIyYUTh Mapy MOHET 32 CBOU YCIYTH.

— Jleno He B xXeJlJaHUU OBITh HE3aBUCUMBIM. DTO ropasao
oonpure. Ecnu chal 3aHMMaeT Takyio JOJDKHOCTb. ..

— Yo 3Hauwmt chal?

— CpiH upiraHa. OneBaTbCs B IOPOTYIO OIEXAY, AOJTO
OCTaBaThCsl HA OJHOM MeCTe, IMoJyyaTb TakKue NEeHBIW s
HETO... cThIIHO. HenoBKo. DTO MPOTUBOPEUUT €ro HaType.

MeppurneH ObLT TaK Cepbe3eH, TaK YBEpeH B cebe, 4To
AmMenus He yaepkajaach U pellnia ero noaapa3HUuTh:

— Ay 1ebs1 Kakue oTroBopku, MeppumneH? Tol XXuBeIb
B OITHOM MECT€ YK€ TaK MHOIO JIET.

— 4 npyroe nmeno. Bo-1iepBhIX, XXM3HB B BallleM JOME He
MPUHOCUT MHE JOXOa.

AMenus 3acMesiiach.

— Bo-BTOpBIX... Ballleil ceMbe s 00s13aH JKU3HBIO.

I'msanst Ha cypoBbIi Tpod b MeppuneHa, AMeIus onry-
TWIA TIPUJIKB JI00BU K 3TOMY YBaJbHIO.

— Kakoii xe Tbl, mpaBo, — MSTKO 3aMeTwmia oHa. — Mc-
MOPTUJI MHE YIOBOJBLCTBUE. S MBbITalOCh TEOS PacCMELIUTh,
a Thl BCE MOPTUIIL CBOE MCKPEHHOCTHIO. THI ke 3Haelllb,
JIPYyT MOI1, 4TO He 00sI3aH OCTaBaThCs ¢ HAaMU. THI yKe ThICS-
Yy pa3 pacIUIaTUJICSI CO CBOUM JOJTOM.

MeppurieH mokayaj roJoOBOW:

— D10 6BUIO OBl BCE PaBHO, UTO OPOCUTH BHIBOJOK IIbI-
TUISIT, KOTJA JiMca HemoaajeKy.
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