


MUTHUHA JTIOBOBb






MockBe nociaenHuit cyacTauBbIi 1eHb MUTH ObLT Ae-
BSITOrO MapTa. Tak, 1o KpaifHel Mepe, Ka3ajloCh EMY.

Onu ¢ Kateil Ui B 1BEHAALIaTOM 4acy yTpa BBEpX 110
TsepckoMy OynbBapy. 3UMa BHe3alHO YCTYIUJa BECHe, Ha
COJIHIIE ObUIO MoYTH Xapko. Kak OynTo rpasna npuietenu
>KaBOPOHKMU U TIPUHECIIU ¢ OO0 Terto, panoctb. Bee 6bL10
MOKpO, BCe€ Tasijlo, ¢ JOMOB Kamaju Karejiu, TBOPHUKU
CKaJIBIBAJIU JIE/l C TPOTYapoOB, cOpachiBaIv JUMNKUN CHET C
KpBbIIlI, BCIOAY ObLIO MHOTOJIFOAHO, OXUBJIEHHO. Bhicokue
o0Jlaka pacXoAUIUCh TOHKUM O€JIbIM JbIMOM, CIUBAsICh C
BJIAXKHO-CHUHEIONIUM HeOoM. Bmanu ¢ GaroctHoi 3amyM-
yuBOCTbIO Bbicuiicsl IlymikunH, cusn CrpacTHO MoOHa-
ctbipb. Ho nyunie Bcero Obu10 TO, yTo Kars, B 3TOT neHb
0COOEHHO XOPOIIEHbKast, BCS Jbllliajia MPOCTOCEPACUNEM U
0JIM30CTBIO, YACTO C JETCKOI JOBEPUYMBOCTHIO Opajia MuTio
MOJ PyKY W CHU3Y 3arjisabiBaja B JULO €My, CYACTIUBOMY
Jaxe Kak Oy/ATO 4yTh-4yTh BHICOKOMEPHO, IlIaraBlIeMy Tak
IIUPOKO, YTO OHA €/1Ba MTOCTIEBAJIA 32 HUM.

Boazne IlymkuHa oHa HEOXUIaHHO cKa3aa:

— Kak ThI cMelIHo, ¢ KaKo¥-TO MUJION MaJIbUMIIIECKOM
HEJIOBKOCTBIO PACTITMBAElllb CBOW OOJBIION pOT, KOrma
cMmeelnnbesi. He oOmxkaiics, 3a 3Ty-TO YIBIOKY S U JIIOOJIIO
TeOs1. [la BOT ellle 3a TBOM BU3AHTUIMCKME TJ1a3a...
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Crapasich He yJIbI0aThCs, epecrInBasl U TailHOe TOBOJIb-
CTBO U JIETKYI0 00uay, MuUTs apykento0HO OTBETWIL, TSI Ha
MaMSITHUK, TENEPb YK€ BHICOKO TOAHSIBLIUICS Tepea HUMMU:

— Yro 10 ManapyuiliecTBa, TO B 3TOM OTHOIIEHUU MBI,
KaXeTcs, HeJAJIEKO YILIN IPYT OT Opyra. A Ha BU3aHTUILIA
s TIOXOX TaK Xe, KaK Thl HA KUTaWCKYyl0 UMIIepaTpuily. Bl
BCe IIPOCTO IToMellaauch Ha 3Tux BuszanTtusx, Bospoxne-
Husx... He moHuMaro s1 TBoeit matepu!

— Yro X, Thl OBl Ha €€ MECTe MEHs B TepeM 3anep? —
cupocuia Kars.

— He B TepeM, a mpocTo Ha MOPOT He TTycKasl Obl BCIO 3TY
SIKOOBI apTUCTUYECKYIO OOreMy, BCeX TUX OyIyIIMX 3HAMEHU-
TOCTEU U3 CTYIUIA U KOHCEPBATOPHUIA, 3 TEATPATBHBIX IIIKOJ, —
OTBeTWJ1 MUTS, TTPOAOIIKAsI CTapaThCsl ObITh CIIOKOMHBIM U
JIpyKeno0HO HeOpexXKHBIM. — ThI XXKe caMa MHe TOBOpWJIa, YTO
bykoBenkuit yxe 3Baj Te0s1 yxkuHatb B CTpenibHy, a Eropos
Tpeyiara JIEMUTb TOIyl0, B BUIE KaKOW-TO yMUPAIOIIIEH MOp-
CKOM BOJIHBI, U, KOHEYHO, CTPALLIHO IOJIbILIEHA TAKOU! YECTHIO.

— S Bce paBHO gaxe paau Tebsl He OTKaXKyCh OT MCKYC-
cTBa, — ckasayia Katg. — MoxXeT ObITh, S M TagKasl, KaK Thl
4acTo TOBOpPUIlb, — CKa3ajia OHa, XOTd MUTs HUKOTIa He
TOBOPWIJI €if 9TOr0, — MOXET, 5 UCTIOpYEHHAasl, HO Oepu MEeHs
TaKylo, Kakas 51 ecTb. I He OymeM ccopUThCsl, IepecTaHb Thl
MEHSI PEBHOBaTb XOTb HbIHYE, B TaKOU uynHbIi AeHb! Kak
ThI HE IOHUMAEIb, YTO ThI JUISI MEHS BCE-TaKU JIy4llIe BCEX,
€IMHCTBEHHBI? — HErPOMKO Y HACTOMYMBO CIIPOCHIIA OHA,
yXe C JeJaHOW O0OJBCTUTENIbHOCTBIO 3arisiabliBasi eMy B
11a3a, v 3alyMYMBO, MEJTUTEbHO MPOJAEKIaMUPOBAIA:

Mex HamMu npemitionas TaitHa,
Hymia gyiie nanga KOablo...

DTO mocaeaHee, 3TU CTUXU YK€ COBCEM OOJIbHO 3a1esn
Murio. Boo61ie, MHOroe gaxke 1 B 3TOT JIeHb ObUIO HETIPH-
SITHO U 60bHO. HenpusiTHa ObllIa IIyTKAa HACUET Majlbuu-
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IIECKOW HEJOBKOCTHU: TMOJOOHBIE LIYTKA OH CJbIIIAI OT
Katu yxe He B IepBblil pa3, 1 OHU OBLIA HE CIIy4aliHbI, —
Katst Hepenko nposiBiisiia cedsi To B TOM, TO B IpYroM Oosiee
B3pOCJIOif, YeM OH, HEPenKO (M HEBOJIbHO, TO €CTh BITOJHE
€CTeCTBEHHO) BbIKa3biBajla CBOE MPEBOCXOJACTBO HAl HUM,
1 OH ¢ 00JIbI0 BOCTIPMHUMAJ 3TO KaK MPU3HAK €€ KaKO-To
TaliHO MOpPOYHOM ombITHOCTU. HempusTHO OBLIO «BCe-
Taku» («Thl BCe-TaKU JJIs1 MEHS JIy4llle BCeX») 1 TO, YTO 3TO
ObUIO CKa3aHO MOYEMY-TO BHE3AIMHO MOHWXEHHBIM TOJIO-
COM, OCOOEHHO K€ HEIIPUSATHBI ObUIM CTUXU, UX MaHEPHOE
yteHue. OgHaKo Iaxe CTUXU M 3TO YTeHME, TO €CTh TO ca-
Moe, 4TO OOoJIbllle BCEro HarloMMHalIo MuTe cpeny, OTHU-
MaBllyo y Hero KaTio, ocTpo BO30YyXXIaBIllyl0 €ro HeHa-
BUCTb U PEBHOCTb, OH MEPEHEC CPABHUTEJBLHO JIETKO B 3TOT
CUYACTJIMBBIA JE€HBb AEBSATOTO MapTa, €ro MOCICIHUN CYACT-
JIUBBIM AeHb B MOCKBE, KaK 4acTo Ka3ajaoCh €My IMOTOM.

B 3ToT neHb, Ha Bo3BpaTHOM nyTu ¢ Ky3He1Koro Mocra,
rae Karg kynuna y llumMmepMmaHa HeckoabKo Beleit CKpsi-
OmHa, oHa MEXIy IMPOYMM 3aroBopwia O ero, MUTHUHOIA,
MaMe U cKa3aja, CMesICh:

— Tosl He Moxelllb cebe MPeACTaBUTh, Kak s 3apaHee
boroch ee!

ITouemy-TO HU pa3y 3a Bce BpeMs MX JI00BU He Kaca-
JIUCb OHM BoOMpoca o OyaylieMm, O TOM, YeM MX JII0OOBb
koHuutcd. M Bot Bapyr Kartg 3aroBopwia o €ero Mame U
3aroBopuJja Tak, TOYHO caMo CO0OM Moapa3zyMeBagoCh, YTO
MaMa — ee Oyayllasi CBeKpOBb.

11

IToToMm Bce 1110 KaK OyATO TMO-TMpexXHeMy. MUTS Tipo-
Boxan Katio B cTyauio XymoXeCTBEHHOTO TeaTrpa, Ha
KOHILIEPTHI, HA JIMTEPATYPHBIE BEYepa WIN CUICT y HEE Ha
KucnoBke 1 3acXuBajcs 10 IBYX 4YaCOB HOUM, MOJb3YSICh
CTpaHHOU CBOOOJOM, KOTOPYIO aBajia €ii ee MaTb, BCEraa
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Kypsiuiasi, BCerga HapyMsiHEeHHas AaMa ¢ MaJMHOBBIMU
BOJIOCAMU, MIUJIasi, 1OoOpas KeHIIMHA (IaBHO XKMBIIIAsI OT-
JIeJIbHO OT MYy>Ka, Y KOTOPOIo Obljla BTOpasi ceMbst). 3aberana
u Kata x Murte, B ero cryiaeHuYeckue HoMepa Ha Moiya-
HOBKE, ¥ CBUAAHMS UX, KaK W MPEXe, TTOUTH CILIOIIb TIPO-
TeKaqu B TSXKKOM AypMmaHe moiieayeB. Ho Murte yrnopHo
KazaJoch, UTO BHE3AITHO HAYaJIOCh YTO-TO CTPAIIHOE, YTO
YTO-TO U3MEHMJIOCH, CTajJlo MeHATbcs B Kare.

BbricTpo nposereno To He3aOBEHHOE JIETKOE BpeMsl, —
KOTrJa OHHM TOJIBKO UYTO BCTPETHJIMCH, KOTHa OHU, eaBa
MO3HAKOMUBIIKCH, BAPYT IMOYYBCTBOBaJIM, YTO UM BCEro
WHTEpecHee TOBOPUTH (M XOTh € YTpa [0 Beuepa) TOJIbKO
IIPYT ¢ IPYroM, Korma MuTS CTOJIb HEOXUIAHHO 0Ka3aJcs
B TOM CKa304YHOM MUpE JII0OBU, KOTOPOTO OH BTaifHe Kaas
¢ JIeTCTBA, C OTPOYECTBA. DTUM BpeMeHeM ObLI 1eKadpb, —
MOPO3HBI, MOroXuid, 1eHb 3a JHEM YKpalluaBiiuii MocKkBy
TYCTBIM MHEEM U MYTHO-KPAaCHBIM 11aPOM HU3KOI'O COJIHIIA.
AuBapp, eBpanb 3aKpyxXwid MUTUHY 11000Bb B BUXpPE
HEMpepbIBHOTO CYACThsI, YK€ KaK Obl OCYILIECTBIECHHOIO
WY, TI0 KpaliHeil Mepe, BOT-BOT TOTOBOI'O OCYILIECTBUTHCS.
Ho yxe 1 Torma yTo-To cTajo (1 Bce Jallle 1 yallle) CMyIlIaTh,
OTPABJISITh OTO CYACThE. YKE 1 TOrJa HEPeaKO Ka3aaoch, 4YTO
Kak 0yaTo ecTh 1Be KaTu: omHa Ta, KOTOPOM C IepBOi MU-
HYTBI CBOETO 3HAaKOMCTBA C Hell cTajl HAaCTOMUYMBO XKeJaTh,
TpeboBaTh MuTs, a Apyras — IMOMAJMHHAsI, OObIKHOBEHHas,
MYUYUTEJIbHO He COBMAIaBIas ¢ MepBoil. M Bce ke HUYETO
MOJOOHOIO TeTepelIHEMY He UCTIBIThIBAJI MUTS TorAa.

Bce MoxHO 0bu10 00bsIcHUTDL. Hayanuch BeceHHME XeH-
CKHe 3a00ThI, IOKYIKH, 3aKa3bl, 06CKOHEYHBIC TIePeIeIKI
TO TOTO, TO Apyroro, u Kare nefiCTBUTENIEHO MPUXOANIOCH
9JacTo ObIBATh C MATEPhIO Y TOPTHUX; KPOME TOTO, Y Hee BITe-
peay ObUI 9K3aMeH B TOM YaCTHOU TeaTpaJibHOM IIKOJIE, Tae
yyujach oHa. BrioysiHe ecTecTBEeHHOI MO3TOMY MOTIJIa ObITh
ee 03a00YeHHOCTb, paccesIHHOCTb. Y1 Tak MUTS IIOMUHYT-
HO U yTelan cebs. Ho yreleHust He rmoMorajid — To, YTO
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TOBOPUJIO MHUTEJIBHOE CEPALIC BOIIPEKU UM, ObLUIO CUJIbHEE
¥ TIOATBEPKIAJIOCh BCe OUEBUIAHEE: BHYTPEHHSISI HEBHUMA-
teJbHOCTh KaTtu K HEMy Bce pocia, a BMecTe ¢ TeM pocia
1 €r0 MHUTEIbHOCTb, €r0 PEBHOCTb. JIMpPEKTOp TeaTpayib-
HOM 1IKoJbl KpyxXwi KaTe rosoBy rnoxsajlamMu, U OHa He
MorJla yaepxatbcs, pacckasbiBaja Murte 06 3THX IoxBajiax.
HupexTtop ckazai eii: «Tbl TopaoCcTh MOEM IIKOJbl», — OH
BCEM CBOMM y4YEHMIIAM TOBOPUII «Thl» — U, TIOMUMO OOIINUX
3aHSATUI, CTaJ 3aHUMAThCS C HEW MOTOM ellle U OTACJIbHO,
yTOOBI OJIECHYTH €l0 Ha 3K3aMeHax ocoOeHHO. BbbLio ke
MU3BECTHO, YTO OH pa3Bpallaj YYeHULl, KaXI0€e JeTO YBO3UI
Kakylo-HMOyIb ¢ coboii Ha KaBka3, B GuHISHAUIO, 3a Tpa-
Hully. 1 Mute crajio NpuxoauTh B TOJIOBY, YTO TeNEPhb AU-
pekTop uMmeeT Buabl Ha KaTio, KoTopasi, XOTs U He BUHOBAaTa
B 9TOM, BCE-TaKHu, BEPOSITHO, 3TO YYBCTBYET, IOHUMAET U
MOTOMY YK€ KakK Obl HAXOAUTCS C HUM B MEP3KUX, MPECTyII-
HBIX OTHOLIeHUsIX. M1 MbICIb 3Ta Myuyusia TeM OoJiee, 4To
CJIMIIIKOM OYE€BUIHO OBUIO YMEHBIIIeHNe BHUMaHMsT KaTu.

Kazanoch, 4To BOOOIIIE YTO-TO CTAJIO OTBJIEKATh €€ OT
Hero. OH He MOT CIIOKOIHO mymaTh o nupekrope. Ho uro
nupexktop! Kazanock, uro Boobiiie Han KatnHoii 11060BbI0
CTaJIM MpeodiafaTh Kakue-To apyrue nHrepechl. K komy,
K uemy? Murs He 3Hay, OH peBHOBal KaTio Ko BceM, KO
BCEMY, TJIaBHOE, K TOMY 00IIIEMY, UM BOoOOpakaeMoMy, 4eM
BTaifHe OT Hero yxxe OynTo Obl Havyasa XuTh oHa. EMy Kaza-
JIOCh, UTO €€ HeNpeoOOPUMO TSHET KyIa-TO IMPOoYb OT HETo
U, MOXET ObITh, K YEMY-TO TAaKOMY, O YeM Aaxe U IMOMbIC-
JIUTH CTPAIITHO.

Pa3 Kars, nonyuiyTsi, ckazaja eMy B IpUCYTCTBUU Ma-
TepU:

— BbI, Muts, BooOllle paccyxXaaeTe O XKEeHIIWHaX 10
HomocTtpor. Y u3 Bac BelitaeT coBepiieHHbI OTemto. Bot
YK HUKOT/Ia Obl He BIIOOKJIach B Bac 1 He Iollljia 3a Bac 3a-
Myx!

Marts Bo3pa3uia:
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— A g He nipeacTaBisio cede 1100BM 0e3 peBHOCTH. KTO
HE PEBHYET, TOT, II0-MOEMY, HE JTIOOUT.

— Her, mama, — ckazayia KaTts co cBoero MOCTOSIHHOM
CKJIOHHOCTBIO IIOBTOpPSTh UyXHE€ CJIOBa, — PEBHOCTb 3TO
HEyBaXeHHe K TOMY, KOTO JIIOOUIIb. 3HAYUT, MEHS HE JII0-
04T, ec/Iu MHE He BepsIT, — CKasajia OHa, HAapOYHO He IJIsIas
Ha Murtio.

— A no-moemy, — Bo3pa3ujia MaTh, — PEBHOCTb U €CTh
J11000Bb. S Jaxe 3To rae-To yuTana. Tam 3To ObLIO OUeHb
XOPOIIIO T0Ka3aHO M Aaxe C mpumepaMu u3 bubauu, rme
cam bor Ha3bIBaeTCs peBHUTEIEM U MCTUTEJIEM. ..

Yto 1o MuTHHOM 1100BU, TO OHA TEEPb ITOYTU BCELIEJIO
BBIpaxkaJiach TOJIbKO B peBHOCTU. M peBHOCTh 3Ta OblLjIa He
MpocCTasi, a Kakasi-To, Kak eMy Ka3ajaocb, ocooeHHasi. OHU ¢
Kareii emie He nepecTynuau NocjeaHen yepTbl 6JU30CTH,
XOT$l TIO3BOJISUIM cebe B Te Yachl, KOTAa OCTaBaJIMCh OHU,
ciimmkoM MHoroe. M teniepb, B 9Tu 4ackl, KaTs ObiBaia elie
cTpacTHee, yeM mpexnae. Ho Terneps 1 3To cTajao Ka3aThCsa
MOJ03PUTEIbHBIM U BO30YXKIaJI0 MOPOI0 Y>KaCHOE YYBCTBO.
Bce 4yBcTBa, M3 KOTOPBIX COCTOSIAa €TI0 PEBHOCTh, OBLIU
yXXaCHBI, HO CpeIr HUX ObUIO OJHO, KOTOPOE ObLIO y:KacHee
BCeX M KOTOpoe MUTSI HUKaK He yMelJl, He MOT OIpeAeIUuTb U
naxe noHATh. OHO 3aKJII0YaIOCh B TOM, YTO T€ IIPOSIBICHUS
CTpacTH, TO caMoe, YTO ObLIO TaK OJaXKEHHO U CJaJ0CTHO,
BBIIIIE ¥ IPEKpacHEEe BCEro B MUPE B MPUMEHEHUN K HUM,
Mute u Kare, cTaHOBWJIOCH HECKa3aHHO MEP3KO U Jaxe
Ka3ajJ0Ch YeM-TO MTPOTUBOECTECTBEHHBIM, Koraa Murs ay-
mait o Kate u o apyrom myxxuune. Torna Karts Bo30yxnana
B HEM OCTpPYIO HeHaBUCTh. Bce, 4To, I71a3 Ha 11a3, menan c
Hel OH caM, OBIO TTOJTHO JIJISI HEro PaiicKoi MPeecTH U 1ie-
nomyapusi. Ho Kak TOJIBKO OH IIpencTaBlIsl cede Ha CBOEM
MeCTe KOTO-HMOYIb IPYroro, BCe MTHOBEHHO MEHSJIOCh, —
BCE MpeBpalllajioch B HEYTO OECCTBHIAHOE, BO30OYyXIalollee
Xaxay 3agyinTh KaTio 1, mpexae Bcero, MMEHHO ee, a He
BooOpaxkaeMoro corepHuKa.
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B nenb sk3aMeHa Katu, KOTOpBI COCTOSIICS HAKOHELL
(Ha 1ecToii HedeNle TocTa), Kak OyATO 0COOEHHO MOATBEP-
JUJIach BCsl mpaBoTa MUTHHBIX MyUEHUIA.

Tyt Kars yxe coBceM He Buiena, He 3aMmeydana €ro,
ObLIa BCS yyKasi, BCS ITyOJIMUHas.

Ona umena 6ospinoi ycnex. OHa Obta BO BceM Oe-
JIOM, KaK HeBecTa, U BOJIHEHHUE JeJiajio ee mpesecTHoi. Ei
JIPY>XHO U TOPSIYO XJIOMaau, U JUPEKTOP, CaMOAOBOJIbHBIN
aKkTep ¢ 6eccTpaCTHBIMU U TeYaJbHBIMU IJIa3aMU, CUIIEB-
1WA B TIEPBOM psiy, TOJbKO paau MyIIel TOpAOCTH aea
el MHoTAa 3aMevyaHusl, TOBOPsI HETPOMKO, HO KaK-TO Tak,
YTO OBLJIO CJIBIIIHO Ha BCIO 3aJTy U 3By4ajio HECTePIMO.

— TlomMeHbllle YNTKU, — TOBOPMII OH BECKO, CIIOKOITHO
M TaK BiacTHO, ToyHO KaTs Obuta ero mosHoO# cOOCTBEH-
HocThlo. — He urpaii, a nepexuBaii, — TOBOpPUJ OH pa3-
JIeJIbHO.

W 3t10 6110 HecTeprMO. Jla HeCcTepIMMO OBLIO 1 caMOoe
YTeHMeE, BbI3bIBaBIILIEE pyKoIiecKkaHMs. Karts ropesna xkapkum
PYMSIHLIEM, CMYILIEHUEM, TOJIOCOK €€ MHOTAA CPbIBAJICSI, JIbI-
XaHWS HE XBaTaJlo, U 3TO ObLIO TpOTaTeIbHO, OUapoBaTe/ib-
Ho. Ho unTana oHa c Tol MolIoi MeBy4ecTblo, (paiblIblo U
[JIYIIOCTBIO B KaXIIOM 3BYK€, KOTOPbI€ CUYUTATIMCh BbICIIIUM
MCKYCCTBOM YTCHUS B TOM HEHABHUCTHOW st MUTH cpere,
B KOTOPOM y3Ke BCeMU TTOMBICIIaMM CBOMMU Xwta Katst: ona
HE TOBOPUJIA, a BCE BPEMS BOCKIIMIIATA C KAKOW-TO HA30M-
JIMBOW TOMHOU CTPAaCTHOCTBIO, C HEYMEPEHHOMW, HUYEM HE
00OCHOBaHHOI B CBOE HACTOMYMBOCTH MOJILOOU, 1 MuTsa
He 3HaJI, Kyla Ijia3a AeBaTh OT CThIIa 3a Hee. Y:KacHee 3Ke
BCEro ObLJIa Ta CMECh aHTEJILCKOI YMCTOTHI M IIOPOYHOCTH,
KoTopasi ObUla B HEli, B €€ pa3ropeBIleMCs JUIMKe, B ee Oe-
JIOM TIJIaThe, KOTOPOE Ha 3CTpaje Ka3aloch Kopode, TaK Kak
Bce cuslue B 3ajie Iiisgaead Ha KaTio cHu3y, B ee OelbIX
Tydenbkax 1 B OOTSHYTHIX IIEIKOBBIMU OCIBIMU YYJIKAMU
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Horax. «/leByllika Tejla B IEPKOBHOM XOpe», — C AEJIaHOM,
HEyMEpeHHOI HauBHOCThIO ynTaia Karts o Kkakoii-to 0yaTo
ObI aHTeJIbCKU HEBUHHOM neBylike. 1 MuTs 4yyBcTBOBal U
obocTpeHHyI0 01130CTh K KaTe, — Kak Bcerma 3To 4yBCTBY-
elllb B TOJIMIE K TOMY, KOTO JItOOuIllb, — W 3Jyl0 Bpaxieo-
HOCTb, YyBCTBOBAJI ¥ TOPAOCTb €10, CO3HAHUE, YTO BEIb BCE-
Taky eMy MPUHAJIEXKUT OHA, U BMECTE C TEM Pa3phiBAIOIILYIO
cepaue 00J1b: HET, yKe He MTPUHAIEXUT!

ITocne sk3ameHa ObLIM OMNSATH cyacTiuBbie AHU. Ho
MuTts yXe He BEpUJ UM C TOW JIETKOCTbIO, KaK Mpexie.
Kars, BcmoMuHast 3K3aMeH, ToBOpuJIa:

— Kakoii Tol riyniblii! PazBe Tl He 4yBCTBOBAJ, UTO I U
YUTaJIa-TO TaK XOPOILO TOJIBKO Jisi Te6s1 OMHOTO!

Ho oH He Mor 3a0bITh, 4YTO YyBCTBOBAJ OH Ha 9K3aMeHe,
U HE MOT CO3HAThCs, YTO 3TU YYBCTBA U TENEPb HE OCTABUJIN
ero. YyBcTBoBaJjia ero TaiiHble 4yyBCcTBa U KaTsi M omHaX/Ibl,
BO BpeMs CCOPbI, BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— He monumalro, 3a 4TO THI JIIOOMIIL MEHSI, €CJIH,
Mo-TBOEMY, BCe TaK JAypHO Bo MHe! M dero Thl, HaKOHell,
XOYellb OT MeHSI?

Ho oH u caM He moHUMaJ, 32 YTO OH JIIOOWI €€, XOTs
YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO JIIOOOBb €r0 HE TOJbKO HE YMEHbIIIAETCS,
HO BCe BO3pacTaeT BMeCTe C TOi peBHUBOI 00pb0OIt, KOTO-
PYI0O OH BeJl C KEM-TO, C YEM-TO M3-3a Hee, U3-3a 3TOM J100-
BM, U3-3a €€ HapsramolIlencs: CUbl, Bce 6ojiee BO3pacTaro-
11eit TpeOoBaTEIbHOCTH.

— Tl 1100UIIIb TOJBKO MOE TeJIO0, a He AyIly! — ropbKo
cKaszana omHaxabl Kats.

OnsiTh 3T0 ObUIM YbU-TO UYXUE, TeaTpaJibHbIE CJIOBA, HO
OHMU, TIpU BCeil MX B3AOPHOCTU 1 UBOUTOCTH, TOXKE KacalucCh
Yero-To My4uTebHO-Hepa3pemunmMoro. OH He 3HaJ, 3a 4TO
JIFOOUJI, He MOT TOYHO CKa3aTb, 4ero xoref... YTo 3To 3Ha-
YUT BooO1Ie — JoOUTH? OTBETUTH Ha 3TO ObLIO TeM Oosiee
HEBO3MOXHO, YTO HU B TOM, UTO CJIbIIIIaT MUTS 0 J1100BH,
HU B TOM, YTO YUTaJ OH O Hell, He ObLIO HU OJTHOTO TOYHO
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OIpeaessiolIero ee cioBa. B KHUrax u B XXU3HU BCe KakK
OyATO pa3 M HABCErJa YCIOBUIKUCH TOBOPUTH UJIUA TOJIBKO O
KaKOM-TO MOYTU OECIUIOTHOM JIFOOBU, WJIN TOJIBKO O TOM,
YTO HA3bIBAETCS CTPACTHIO, YYBCTBEHHOCThIO. Ero Xe mio-
00Bb OBbIJIa HE TTOX0XAa HU Ha TO, HU Ha apyroe. YTo ucmbl-
TBHIBaJI OH K Hei? To, 4To Ha3bIBaeTCs J1000BbIO, WM TO,
YTO Ha3bIBaeTcs cTpacThio? Jlyina KaTtu win Teo 10BOaUIO
ero IMouyTu A0 OOMOpOKa, OO0 KaKOTro-TO IMPeacMepTHOIO
0JIaXKEeHCTBA, KOTIa OH pacCTernBaj ee KOQTOUKY U LieJIOBa
ee TpyIb, PACKU MPEJIECTHYIO U AJEBCTBEHHYIO, PACKPHITYIO
C KaKoOW-TO IyIIy IMOTpsICaloNIell MOKOPHOCTbIO, OECCThII-
HOCTBIO YHCTeHIIeil HEBUHHOCTU?

v

OHa Bce 60oJibllIe MEHSIaCh.

Ycnex Ha aK3amMeHe MHOTo 3HauuiI. M Bce-Taku ObUTH
Ha TO U KAKME-TO APYTHUE MPUYUHBI.

Kak-To cpaszy mpeBpatuiachk Kars ¢ HacTyIieHHMEM
BECHBI KaK Obl B KaKyK-TO MOJIOAIEHBKYIO CBETCKYIO AaMmy,
HapsIHYIO U BCE KyJa-To cremainyo. MuTe Tenepb mpocTo
CTBIIHO OBLIO 32 CBOI TEMHBIM KOPUIOP, KOIJa OHA MpHU-
e3Xkaja, — Terepb OHa He MPUXOIMIa, a BCceraa npuesxa-
Jla, — KOTJa OHa, IIyplia IIeJIKOM, ObICTPO 1Ija MO 3TOMY
KOPUIOPY, OMYCTUB Ha JIUIO ByaibKy. Tenepb oHa ObiBasia
HEU3MEHHO HEeXHa C HUM, HO HEM3MEHHO oMaslblBaja U
COKpalllajla CBUIaHUSsI, TOBOPSI, YTO €i OISTh HaJl0 eXaTh C
MaMoOM K TTOpTHUXE.

— IloHumaenb, hpaHTUM Hamporanyio! — ropopuia
OHa, KpYIJIO, BECEJIO U YAMBJIEHHO OJieCcTs rjla3aMu, OTJInY-
HO MOHUMasl, YTo MUTSI He BEpUT eii, U Bce-TaKu roBops,
TaK KaK TOBOPUTH TENEPD CTAJIO COBCEM HE O YEM.

W nuisinku oHa Ternepb MOYTH HUKOTJA HE CHUMalla, 1
30HTHKA HE BBIMyCKaja U3 PyK, Ha OTJIeTe CUIs Ha KpOBaTU
Mutu U ¢ yMa CBOJISI €T0 CBOMMM MKpamMu, OOTSHYTbIMU
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IIEJIKOBBIMU UyJIKaMU. A Tiepesl TeM KaK yexaTb U cKa3aTb,
YTO HbIHYE BEYEPOM €€ OIISITh He OyIeT 1oMa, — OIISATh HAllO
K KOMY-TO C MaMOii! — oHa HEeM3MEHHO ITPOe/IbIBaJIa OTHO
U TO K€, C SIBHOM 1IeJIbIO OAypayuTh €ro, HarpaauTh 3a BCE
€TO0 «IJIyIbIe», KaK OHA BBIpaXKajiach, My9eHUS: IPUTBOPHO-
BOPOBCKH B3IJISIABIBAJIa Ha IBEPh, COCKAIb3bIBaja ¢ KpOBa-
TH W, BWIbHYB OeApaMU 110 €r0 HoraM, roBopuJja IocCIelll-
HBIM IIETTOTOM:
— Hy, uenyii xxe MmeHs!

v

M B xoHIue ampenst MuTsl HaKOHEIl pelIui 1aTh cede
OTIBIX M yeXaTh B IEPEBHIO.

OH coBepllieHHO 3aMyuu U cedst u Kartio, u Myka ata
OblIa TeM HecTepruMee, YTO Kak OyATO He ObLIO HUKAKUX
MIPUYWH UIST Hee: 9YTO B CAaMOM JeJie CIIyYUIOCh, B YeM BU-
HoBata Katsa? M ogHaxapl KaTsi, ¢ TBEpIOCTbIO OTYASHMUS,
cKazajia eMy:

— Jla, ye3xaii, ye3xait, 1 Oojbiie He B cmiax! Ham
Hallo BPEMEHHO PacCTaThCsl, BHISICHUTh HAlllM OTHOIIEHUS.
ThI cTan Tak Xya, 4To MaMma yoexaeHa, 4To y TeOsI 4yaxoTKa.
4 Gonbire HE MOTY!

M otbe3n Mutu 6b11 pemieH. Ho yesxan Muts, K Beau-
KOMY CBOEMY YIWBIICHUIO, XOTS M He TIOMHS ce0sl OT Tops,
BCe-TaKM MOYTU cyacTIMBEINA. Kak TOJIbKO OThe31 OB pe-
IIIeH, HEOXXMIAHHO BEPHYJIOCh Bce MpexkHee. Benb oH Bce-
TakKu CTPaACTHO HE XOTEeJl BEpUTb HUYEMY TOMY YKaCHOMY,
YTO HU JTHEM, HU HOYbIO He AaBajo emy mokosi. M nocra-
TOYHO OBbLIO Majeilieil repeMeHbl B Kate, 4ToObI OISITH
BCE M3MEHUJIOCH B ero riazax. A KaTs onsTh cTana HexHa
U CTpacTHa yXke 0e3 BCSIKOIo MPUTBOPCTBA, — OH YYBCTBO-
BaJI 3TO C O€301IMOO0UYHON YYTKOCTBIO PEBHUBBIX HATYP, — U
OITSITh CTajJl OH CUAETh y Hee A0 ABYX YaCOB HOUM, U OMATh
OBLJIO O YeM TOBOPUTh, U YeM OJIMKE CTAHOBUJICS OTHE3,
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TeM Bce HeJleree Ka3anaach pa3jiyKa, HaloOHOCTb «BBISICHUTh
oTtHomieHMs». Pa3 KaTg make 3arurakana, — a oHa HUKOTIA
He IUlakaja, — W 3TU CJie3bl BAPYT CAEJalIu €€ CTpalllHO
POOHOIO €My, IPOH3UIN €r0 YYBCTBOM OCTPOM KaJlOCTU U
Kak Oy[ITO KaKOi-TO BUHBI IEpe HEll.

Matp Katu B Hauaje WIOHSI ye3xxajla Ha Bce JIETO B
KpbsiM 1 yBo3una u ee ¢ coboit. Pemnim BCTpeTUTHCS B
Mucxope. Muts Toxe goKeH ObLI ITpuexaTh B Mucxop.

W oH cobupancs, geian OpUTOTOBIEHUSI K OThE3Ny,
Xoaui1 1o MockBe B TOM CTPaHHOM OITbSTHEHUU, KOTOPOE
ObIBaeT, KOrjaa 4ejoBeK elle 00Ipo IepXKUTCS Ha Horax,
HO yXe 00JIEH KaKOM-TO TsKelJioil 60j1e3Hbl0. OH ObLT 60-
JIE3HEHHO, NTbIHO HECUYaCTEH M BMeCTe C TeM 0OJIe3HEHHO
CYacTJIMB, pacTporaH Bo3BpaTuBlIeiics 6iu3ocThio Katu,
ee 3a00TJIIMBOCTBIO K HEMY, — OHa JaXe XOAuJIa C HUM
MOKYMnaTh JOPOXHbIE PEMHHU, TOYHO OHA Obljla €ro HeBe-
CTa WJIM XE€Ha, — U BOOOIIE BO3BPATOM IOYTHU BCETO TOTO,
YTO HAIIOMMHAJIO MepBOe BpeMs ux 1100Bu. M Tak e Boc-
MpUHUMAJI OH U BCE OKpyXalolliee, — A0Ma, YJIULIbI, UAY-
IIUX U eOyLIUX 10 HUM, ITIOTOIY, BCE BPeMsI IT0-BECEHHEMY
XMYPUBIIYIOCS, 3aIax IMbUIM W JOXAs, LIEPKOBHBIN 3arax
TOMoJIel, pacIyCTUBIIMXCS 3a 3a00paMU B MepeyJKax: Bce
TOBOPUJIO O TOPEeYr Pa3ayKu U O CIaJOCTU HauexXIbl Ha
JieTo, Ha BcTpeuy B KpbIMy, Ilie y>Ke HUUTO He OyAeT Me-
1IaTh U BCE OCYILLIECTBUTCS (XOTSI OH U He 3Haj, YTO UMEH-
HO Bce).

B nmenn orwe3na 3amen nmpoctuthes Ilpotacos. Cpenn
TMMHA3KUCTOB CTApIINX KJIACCOB, CPEAU CTYASHTOB HEPEIKO
BCTPEUAIOTCS IOHOIIIM, YCBOUBILNE ceOe MaHEPY JAepKaThCs
¢ JOOPOAYIIHO-YTPIOMOI HACMELLIMBOCTHIO, C BUIOM 4Ye-
JIOBEKa, KOTOPBI CTapllle, OMbITHEE BceX Ha cBeTe. TakoB
obu1 U [IpoTacoB, oauH U3 OIMXKaANUIIUX TTpUsTeaein MuTu,
CIMHCTBEHHbII HACTOSLIMI APYT €0, 3HABIUUI, HECMOTPS
Ha BCIO CKPBITHOCTb, MOJIYAIMBOCTh MUTH, BCe TalfHBI €ro
mo6Bu. OH misiaen, Kak MuTs 3aBs3bIBajl YeMOJaH, BUAE,
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KaK TPSICJIMCh €r0 PYKH, MOTOM C T'PYCTHOW MYAPOCTBIO
YXMBUJIBHYJICS U cKa3all:

— YucTeie BbI JeTH, TPOCTU rocroau! A 3a BCEM TeEM,
nmobe3HbI Mol Beprep n3 TamboBa, Bce xXe mopa Okl I10-
HSITb, UTO KaTs ecTh mpexie Bcero TUnMyHeee XkeHCKoe
€CTECTBO 1 YTO CaM IOJIULIEHMENCTEP HAYETO C ITUM HE T10-
nenaet. Thl, ecTeCTBO MyXXCKOE, JIe3elllb Ha CTEHY, NPeabsiB-
JIsielIb K Hell Bbicovaiiilive TpeOoBaHMSI MHCTUHKTA ITPOI0JI-
>KEHUS polia, U, KOHEYHO, BCE CUE COBEPIIEHHO 3aKOHHO,
Jlaxke B HEKOTOPOM CMBbICJIE CBSAIIEHHO. TeJi0 TBOE €CThb BbIC-
LKA pa3yM, Kak cripaBeminBo 3aMmetui repp Huuie. Ho
3aKOHHO U TO, YTO Thl Ha 3TOM CBSIILIEHHOM ITyTU MOXeEIllb
ciomathb cebe 1ieto. EcTb ke 0coOM B MUpPE XKUBOTHOM, KOUM
JIaXe MO IITATy MOJIAraeTcs TJIaTUTh LIEHOW COOCTBEHHOIO
CYLLIECTBOBAHUS 3a CBOI IIePBBIM M MOCAEAHUI TIOOOBHBII
akT. Ho Tak Kak aJist Te0s1 3TOT 1LITaT, BEPOSITHO, HE COBCEM
YK 00s13aTelieH, TO CMOTPU B 00a, mobeperaii ce6s1. BooOiiie,
He crnemn. «lOukep IIIMmut, yecTHOE CI0BO, JIETO BO3Bpa-
tuTCcs!» CBET He JIbIKOM IIIUT, He KiIMHOM Ha Kate corien-
cs. BuxXy 1o TBouM yCUIMSIM 3aAylIUTh YEMOJIaH, YTO Thl C
9TUM COBEPIIEHHO HE COIJIaCeH, YTO ATOT KJIUH TeOe BecbMa
nmo6e3eH. Hy, mpocTu 3a HeMpoleHbI COBET — U 1a XPaHUT
Te0s1 Hukonaii-yromH1K co BceMU IMMPUCHBIMU €ro!

A xorga IIportacoB, TucHyB Mute pyky, yueia, Murts,
3aTATMBasl B PEMHU TMOMYIIKY W ONESJIO0, YCIAbIXaJl B CBOE
OTKPBITOE BO IBOP OKHO, KaK 3arpemes, mpobys rojoc, cTy-
JIEHT, XUBIIUNA HANPOTUB, YYUBIIMKACS TIEHUIO U YIIPaX-
HSIBLIUICS C yTpa A0 Bedepa, — 3arelt «A3py». Torna Muts
3acCMennl C pEMHSIMU, 3aCTETHYJI UX KaK MOoTajo, CXBaTUI
KapTy3 u mnomena Ha KucioBKy, — NpOCTUTHCSI C MaTepblo
Katu. MoTtuB u cioBa IleCHU, KOTOPYIO 3aIles CTYAEHT, TaK
HACTOMYMBO 3ByYay U TMOBTOPSIIMCH B HEM, UTO OH HE BU-
JIeJT HY YJIUIL, HU BCTPEYHBIX, IIEJ €1Ie MbSIHEE, YeM XOINII
Bce nocjienHue nHU. B caMoM aese 6b110 ITOX0Xe Ha To, YTO
CBET KJIMHOM collencsi, yTo oHKep MUt u3 nucroyiera
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xoueT 3actpenutbes! Hy, 4To X, coriencs Tak coluescs,
JlyMaJl OH Y OISITh BO3Bpallajics K MECHE O TOM, Kak, TyJsis
MO cady Y «Kpacol CBOEU CHsIsl», BCTpedasaa J04b CyJTaHa
B Cajly YepHOIo HEBOJbHMKA, KOTOPBIM CTOSI y (DOHTaHA
«bnenHee cMEPTU», KaK OJHAXIbl CIIPOCUJIA OHA €ro, KTO
OH U OTKyJa, U KaK OTBETWJI OH €I, HayaB 3JI0BEIIE, HO
CMUPEHHO, C YTPIOMOM MPOCTOTOM:

3oBych Maromerom ... —
U KOHYMB BOCTOPXKEHHO-TPATNYECKUM BOTLIEM:

— 4l 13 pona 6enHBIX A3pOB,
[Momo6us, MBI ymMmupaem!

Karg oxeBasiach, 4ToOBI €XaTh Ha BOK3aJl IPOBOXAaThb
€ro, JJACKOBO KpUKHYJIa €eMy U3 CBOEil KOMHATHBI, — U3 KOM-
HATBI, TIE€ OH MPOBEJ CTOJLKO HEe3a0BEHHBIX 4acoB! — 4TO
OHa MpueAeT K NepBoMy 3BOHKY. Muitasi, 100pasi KeHIIHA
C MaJIMHOBBIMU BOJIOCAMM CHENa OfHA, Kypuia U O4YeHb
TPYCTHO TTOCMOTpEJIa Ha HeTO, — OHA, BEpOsITHO, BCe JaBHO
noHuMaja, 000 BceM AoraasiBajach. OH, BeCh ajlblil, BHY-
TPEHHE APOKAIINIA, IIOLEIOBAJI €€ HEXKHYIO U IPSOITYIO PYKY,
MO-CBHIHOBBY CKJIOHMB IOJIOBY, M OHA C MAaTEPUHCKOM JIACKOM
HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IoLIeJIoBajla €T0 B BUCOK U MIEPeKPECTUIIA.

— DX, MUJIBIA, — C HECMeJIOi yIBIOKOM CKa3aja OHa
cimoBamu I'puboenosa, — xmuBuTe-Ka cmesich! Hy, Xpucroc
C BaMHU, Ioe3XalTe, Imoe3xanre. ..

VI

CrnenaB Bce TO TOCJIeAHEe, YTO HY>KHO OBLIO CeNaTh B
HOMepax, YJIOXKWB CBOM BEIIM B KPUBYIO U3BO3YMYBIO IIPO-
JIETKY TIpY MOMOIIM KOPUIOPHOI'0, OH HaKOHEI HEJIOBKO
yceJicsl Bo3Jie HUX, TPOHYJICS M TOTYAC XKe TTOUYBCTBOBAJ TO
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ocoboe, 4YTO OXBaThIBAET MPU OThE3e, — KOHYEH (U HaBce-
Ima) U3BECTHBIMA CPOK KM3HU! — M BMECTE C TeM BHE3all-
HYIO JIETKOCTb, HaJeXay Ha Hayajo yero-to HoBoro. OH
HECKOJIbKO YCIIOKOWJICSI U Ooapee, KakK Obl HOBBIMU IJIa3a-
MM CTaJl Ts1aeTh BOKpyT. KoHen, mpornait MockBa 1 Bce,
YTO MepexxuTo B Heil! HakpanbiBaio, XMypuioch, B mepe-
yJIKax ObLIO ITyCTO, OYJBDKHMK ObLI TeMEH U OJiecTesl, KaK
>KeJIe3HBIN, oMa CTOSIIM HeBecesble, rpsiHble. M3Bo3umnk
B€3 C MyYUTEJbHOM HECMEIIHOCTBIO U TO U JEJI0 3aCTaBIsLI
Murtio oTBOpaunBaThCs U cTapaThes He AblmaTh. [Ipoexanu
Kpemib, morom IToKpoBKY U OISITE CBEPHYJIU B MEPEYIKH,
I1e B cajax XpUILIO opasia K JOXIIO U K Beuepy BOpPOHa, a
Bce Xe OblJIa BeCHa, BEeCEHHUI 3amax Bo3ayxa. Ho Bot Ha-
KOHell 1oexanu, U Muts 6eroMm KMHYJICS 32 HOCUJIbIIUKOM
I10 JIIOMHOMY BOK3aJly, Ha TIEPPOH, ITOTOM Ha TPETUH MyTh,
rlie y>Xe ObUI TOTOB IJMHHBINA U TSXKeJbl KypCKUI Toe3.
W u3 Bceit orpoMHOI 1 6€300pa3HOIt TOMIBI, OcaXAaBLIEH
Ioe31, M3-3a BCEX HOCWIBIIMKOB, C TPOXOTOM WU TIpeIy-
MpeXIaoluMI TTOKPUKUBAHUSIMU KAaTUBIIUX TEJIEXKKU C
BelllaM1, OH MTHOBEHHO BBIIEIWII, YBUAAJ TO, UTO, «Kpacoi
CBOEW CHUSISI», OMMHOKO CTOSUIO BIAJUd 1 Ka3ajloChb COBEp-
IIEHHO 0COOBIM CYIIIECTBOM HE TOJBKO BO BCEl 3TOM ToJIIeE,
HO M BO BCEM MUpeE. YXKe IPoOMJI IMepBbI 3BOHOK, — Ha
3TOT pa3 oro3aai oH, a He Katsi. OHa TporaTeibHO Ipuexa-
Jla paHbllie ero, OHa ero Xxnajaa u KMHyJIach K HEMY OITSITh C
3a00TIMBOCTHIO XKEHBI WJIM HEBECTHI:

— Muwunbiit, 3aHuMail ckopee Mmecto! Ceituac BTOpoit
3BOHOK!

A TI0CJIe BTOPOTO 3BOHKA OHA eIlle TporaTeJIbHee CTOsIIa
Ha 1maTdhopMe, CHU3Y ISl Ha HEero, CTOSIBILIETO B IBEPSIX
TPEeThEeKJIACCHOIO0 BaroHa, y»ke OMTKOM HAaOUTOro 1 BOHIO-
yero. Bce B Helt ObLIO MpesieCTHO, — €€ MUJIOe, XOPOLIeHb-
KO€ JIMYUKO, ee HeOobllas hUrypka, ee CBeXecTb, MOJIO-
IIOCTh, TIe XEHCTBEHHOCTh €Ille MeIllayiach C JETCKOCTBIO,
€e BBepX MOIHSAThIC CUSIIOIINE [1a3a, ee Tojybasi CKpoMHas
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LIJISTKA, B M3rubax KOTOpoW OblIa HEKOTOpas U3SIIHas
3aJ0PHOCTb, U JaXe €€ TEMHO-CEPbIii KOCTIOM, B KOTOPOM
MuTts ¢ oboxaHreM UyBCTBOBaJI JaXKe MaTEepMIO U IIEJK
nonkiaagku. OH CTOSLT Xyaoi, HeCKJIaAHbIi, Ha JOPOry OH
HajeJl BbICOKHE TpyOble calloru U CTapyro KypTKy, IyrOBU-
11bl KOTOPOi1 ObLIM OOTEPTHI, KpacHe U Meabto. M Bce-Taku
Kats1 cmoTpesa Ha Hero HEIMPUTBOPHO JIOOSIIMM U TPYCT-
HBIM B3TJIs110M. TpeTuit 3BOHOK TaK HEOXHUJIAHHO U PE3KO
yIapWJi 1o cepally, 4To MUTsS puHYJICS € TUIOLIAAKHA BaroHa
Kak 0e3yMHBIN 1 TaK ke 0e3yMHO, C yXKacoM KHHYJIACh K
HeMmy HaBcTpeuy Kars. OH npunan K ee rnepuyarke u, BCKO-
YYB Ha3all, B BaroH, CKBO3b CJIE3bl 3aMaxall €ii KapTy30M C
HEMCTOBBIM BOCTOPIOM, a OHa IMOJAXBaTWUJIa PYKOM 100Ky U
MOIUIbIIA BMECTe C IIaT@OpMoil Hazazd, Bce elle He CIy-
cKas ¢ Hero MmomHsToro B3riasna. OHa Tuiblia emle oOvicTpee,
BeTep BCe CUJIbHEE TPerall BOJIOCHI BHICYHYBIIETOCSI M3 OKHA
MuTtH, a mapoBO3 pacxoauics Bce 1IMbue, Bce Oecriona-
Hee, HarJIbIM, YIpoXalollluM PEBOM Tpebysl myTeid, — u
BIPYT TOYHO COPBAJIO U €€ 1 KOHEll TJIaT(POPMBI...

VIl

JlaBHO HACTYITWJIM JOJITHE BeCEHHUE CYMEPKU, TEMHbIE
OT IOKIEBBIX TYU, TSKEJIBII BATOH T'POXOTAJI B TOJIOM U MPO-
XJIAHOM TI0JIe, — B ITOJIIX BeCHA OblLja ellle paHHsIsI, — 1IN
KOHIYKTOpa MO KOPUIOPY BaroHa, CIpaliuBasi OMIeThl U
BCTaBIsAs B (DOHApU cBeur, a MUTS BCe ellle CTOsUT BO3JIE
JIpebe3xKallero oKHa, 4YyBCTBYs 3armax KaTuHoil mepyaTku,
OCTaBIIMICI Ha ero rybax, Bce ellle BeCh IThIJIaJl OCTPBIM
OTHEM TOCJIEAHEr0 MHUTa pa3inyku. Y Bcs JTMHHAA MOCKOB-
CKas 3WMa, CYacT/IMBasi 1 MY4YUTEJIbHAsI, IpeoOpa3uBIIast
BCIO XXM3Hb €r0, BCS LIEJIMKOM U YK€ COBCEM B KaKOM-TO
HOBOM CBETE BCTaBajla Iiepe], HUM. B HOBOM cBeTe, OISITh
B HOBOM, CTOsIJIa Tereph nepea HUM u Karts... Jla, 1a, KTo
OHa, YTO OHa Takoe? A M1000Bb, CTPACTh, AyllAa, TEA0? DTO



22 Hean Bynun

yTto Takoe? Huyero aToro HeT, — €CTh YTO-TO APYroe, co-
BceM npyroe! BoT 3TOT 3amax mepyaTkud — pa3Be 3TO TOXeE
He Kats, He mo0oBb, He myma, He Teno? Y myxuku, pado-
Jyye B BaroHe, >KEHIIMHA, KOTOpas BeleT B OTXOXee MeCTO
cBoero 6e300pa3Horo pedbeHka, TyCKJble CBeuu B Apedeska-
KX (poHapsIX, CYMEPKU B BECEHHUX MYCThIX MOJISIX — BCE
J11000Bb, BCE Ayllla, M BCe MyKa, U BCe HeCKa3aHHAas PaaoCTh.

VYT1pom 6611 Open, nepecaaka, MpOBMHUMAIBHBIN O3]
Bo3JIe najbHeil miatgopmbl. U MuTts modyyBcTBOBaA: KaKoi
3TO MPOCTOM, CHOKOWHBIN U POTHOMA MHUP II0 CPABHEHUIO C
MOCKOBCKHM, YK€ OTOIICIIITNM KyIa-TO B TPUAECATOE Lap-
CTBO, LIEHTPOM KoToporo Onuia KaTs, Terepb Takas Kak
OyaTO OMMHOKAS, XKaJIKasi, IIoOMMast TOJIbKO HexHo! Jlaxe
Hebo, Koe-Tae noaMazaHHoe OJeIHON CUMHEBOU MOXIEBbIX
00J1aKOB, Jaxe BeTep TYT IIpolle U criokoiiHee... [Toe3n u3
Opiia e He criemia, MUTS He cIiela eJl TYJIbCKUI IteJarT-
HbII MPSHUK, CUIS B MOYTH MycToM BaroHe. [loTom moesn
paso1resics ¥ yMOTaJl, YCHIIUTI eTo.

ITpocHycst oH Toabko B BepxoBrwe. [Toesn cTosi, ObL10
JIOBOJIbHO MHOTOJIIOMHO W CYeTJIMBO, HO TOXE KaK-TO 3a-
xonycTHO. [IpMsATHO Maxjio 4amoM CTaHIMOHHON KyXHW.
MuTs ¢ yIOBOJIBCTBUMEM CheJl TapeaKy Ileil U BBIIUI OYy-
TBUIKY MHUBa, TTOTOM OIISITh 3aapeMall, — IIybokas ycTa-
JIOCTh Halajla Ha Hero. A Korjaa OH OMSITh OYHYJICS, TTOE31
MyaJsicsl 10 BeCeHHeMY Oepe30BOMY Jiecy, yKe 3HaKOMOMY,
nepen mocienHeill ctaHuuell. OmNsSTh IO-BECEHHEMY CY-
MpaYyHO TEMHEJIO, B OTKPBITOE OKHO ITaXJI0 TOXIEM M KakK
Oyaro rpubamu. Jlec cTOST elle COBCEM TObliA, HO BCE XK€
IPOXOTaHbE TOE€3/1a OTIABAJIOCh B HEM OTUYET/IMBEE, YeM B
rnoJie, a BAAIU Y€ MeJIbKalu TO-BeCEHHEeMY IedalbHbIe
OrOHbKM CTaHUMU. BOT U BBICOKWIA 3€JIeHbIIA OTOHb CeMa-
¢dopa, — 0COOEHHO MpPEJIeCTHBIN B TaKMe CYMEPKH B Oepe-
30BOM T'OJIOM JIeCy, — U T0€3/l CO CTYKOM CTaJl IepPeXOIUTh
Ha Ipyroi myThk... boxe, Kak mo-gepeBeHCKH XKaJ0K U MU
paboOTHUK, XXAylIuit 6apuyKka Ha raTdopme!
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CyMepKU U TY4M BCe CTYLIAIUCh, TTIOKA €XajIu OT CTAHLIUU
110 OOJIBILIOMY CeJTy, TOXKE ellle BeCeHHeMY, Ipsi3HOMYy. Bee To-
HYJIO B 3TUX HEOOBIKHOBEHHO MSITKUX CyMepKax, B Ilyooyvaii-
1IEH TUILLIMHE 3€MJIU, TEIUIOM HOUYU, CIMBILIEHCS C TEMHOTOM
HeoIlpeAeIeHHBIX, HU3KO HAaBUCILMX JOXKIEBHIX TY4, Y OIISITh
MuTst [IMBUIICSI M pafoBaJics: KaK CIOKOIHA, IpocTa, yoora
JIepeBHsI, 3TU Maxy4yne KypHble U305bI, YK€ JaBHO CIISIIue, —
¢ bnaroBeliieHbsl 10OpbIE JIOAM HE B3MyBaIOT OTHSI, — U KaK
XOPOIIIO B 3TOM TEMHOM U TeruioM cTermHoM Mupe! TapaHTac
HBIPSUI 10 yxabaMm, 1o I'psi3u, TyObl 3a JBOPOM OOraToro My-
>KMKa BBICWJIMCH €IlIe COBCEM Harve, HelpuBETJIUBbIE, Yep-
HEJIY TpauyWHBIMU THE3IaMU. Y U30bI CTOSUT U BIVISIABIBAJICS B
CyMpaK CTpaHHBIN, KaK OyATO U3 APEBHOCTU, MYKUK: OOCHIC
HOTY, PBaHBI apMsK, OapaHbsl 1lIallKa Ha JJIUHHBIX Mpsi-
MBIX BoJIOCaX... M Tollen TeIviblid, CIagoCTHbIN, TyIIMCThII
JIoXab. MUTS TIogyMaJt o JigeBKaxX, O MOJIOALIX 0a0ax, CITSIINX
B BTUX M30aX, 000 BCEM TOM XEHCKOM, K 4eMy OH ITpuOIu-
3uJics 3a 3umy ¢ Kateii, u Bce citoch B onHOo — Karts, nes-
KU, HOYb, BECHA, 3aIax J0XIs, 3aIrax pacnaXxaHHOM, TOTOBO
K OILUIOJOTBOPEHUIO 36MJIH, 3allaX JOIIaAUHOIO 0oTa 1 BOC-
TMIOMUWHAHUE O 3araxe JIJANKOBOU MEPYATKU.

VIII

B nmepeBHE X1U3Hb Havajach THSIMU MUPHBIMH, 04apo-
BaTEJIbHBIMU.

Houso o mytu co ctaHuuu KaTs kak 0yaTo momMepkiia,
pacTBOpuUIach BO BCEM OKpyxkatoieM. Ho HeT, 3To ToNbKO
TaK MOKa3ajJloCh U Ka3ajJocCh €llle HeCKOJbKO THEH, IMoka
Murts oTchImacs, TIPUXOAUT B ceOsl, TTIPUBBIKAJ K HOBU3HE
C IETCTBAa 3HAKOMbIX BIeYaTJICHUI pOAHOTO IoMa, I€PEBHU,
JIePEeBEHCKON BEeCHBI, BECEHHE HAaroThl U MYCTOTHl MUpAa,
OITSTH YMCTO M MOJIONIO TOTOBOTO K HOBOMY PacIIBETY.

Ycanp6a ObL1a HEOOIbINIAS, JOM CTAPhIi M HE3aTEMIUBBIH,
XO3ICTBO HECTIOXHOE, He TpeOyloliliee O0JIbIION TBOpHU, —
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>KU3Hb 111 MuTu Hayasach Tuxasi. CecTpa AHsI, BTOPOKJIacc-
HUILA-TUMHA3UCTKa, 1 Opat KocTs, moapocTok-Kaner, ObLIu
eite B OpJie, yUMINCh, JOJKHBI ObLIM TTpUEXaTh HE paHbllle
Hauyaja uwoHs. Mama, Onbra IleTtpoBHa, ObLIa, KaK Bcerna,
3aHSTA XO35MCTBOM, B KOTOPOM €11 ITOMOTaJI TOJILKO IIPUKa3-
YUK, — CTapOCTa, KaK Ha3bIBaJIM €r0 Ha JBOPHE, — YacTo Obl-
BaJia B I10JIe, JIOXXWIACH CIaTh, KaK TOJIbKO TEMHEJIO.

Korna Murt4, Ha Apyroii JeHb 110 Mpue3e, TpocIaBIIn
JIBEHAALIaTh YaCOB, BHIMBITHII, BO BCEM YMCTOM, BHIIIE] U3
CBOEI COTHEYHOM KOMHATHI, — OHAa OblIa OKHAMH B CaJl, Ha
BOCTOK, — U MPOLLIEJI 0 BCEM APYTUM, OH KUBO VCIIBITA
YYBCTBO MX POICTBEHHOCTU U MUPHOM, YCIIOKAUBAIOLIECH 1
IyIITy W TeJIO IMPOCTOTHI. Be3nme Bce CTosI0 Ha CBOMX IIPHU-
BBIYHBIX MeCTaxX, KaKk 1 MHOIO JIeT TOMY Ha3al, U TaK Xe
3HAKOMO Y IIPUSITHO I1aXJI0; BE3/e K €ro npue3ay Bce ObLIo
MpuopaHoO, BO BCEX KOMHATaX ObLIM BHIMBITHI TTOJIbI. JIOMBbI-
BaJId TOJBKO 3aJl, IIPUMBIKABIIMM K MPUXOXKEH, K JaKen-
CKOI, KaK €€ Has3blBaJii ellle A0 cux mop. BecHymruarasa
JIeBKa, MOACHIINIIA C IEPEBHU, CTOSIJIa HA OKHE BO3JIE IBE-
peit Ha GaJIKOH, TSIHYJIach K BEpXHEMY CTEKIIY, CO CBUCTOM
IIPOTUPAST €T0 M OTPaxKasiCh B HIDKHUX CTEKJIaX CUHEIOIINM,
Kak Obl JajiekKum, otpaxkeHreM. ['opauuHas [Napaiua, BbiTa-
II1B OOJIBIIYIO TPSIIKY M3 Belpa ¢ ropsdyeil Bogoii, bocas,
OejloHorasl, 1j1a Mo 3aJIMTOMY TTOJTy Ha MaJIeHbKUX TISITKaX U
cKazazia JIpyXeCTBEHHO-Pa3BI3HOI CKOPOTrOBOPKOM, BHITHU-
pasi IMOT C pa3ropeBIIErocs JIMa CTUOOM 3aCy4eHHO PYKU:

— WpauTe KylaiiTe yaii, MaMalia ele 10 CBeTy yexalu
Ha CTaHIMIO CO CTapOCTOI, BBl HEOOCH 1 HE CJIBIXAJIMN. ..

M ToTtuac xxe Katsg BaacTHO HanmoMHMIa O cebe: Murs
noiiMaJr ce0s Ha BOXIEIECHUM K 3TOM 3aCydeHHOM XKEeHCKOM
PYKe U K XEHCTBEHHOMY M3Inu0y TSHYBILEHCS BBEPX I€BKU
Ha OKHe, K ee 100Ke, 1o/l KOTOPYIO KPeNKUMU TYMOOYKaMU
YXOOWJIN TOJIbIE HOTU, U C PallOCThIO OIIYTUII BaacTh KaTu,
CBOIO NIPUHAIEKHOCTD €i, IOYYBCTBOBAJI €€ TAHOE MpPU-
CYTCTBHME BO BCEX BIICUATJIICHUSIX 3TOTO yTpa.
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W nipucyTcTBUE 3TO YYBCTBOBAJIOCH BCE XKMBEE U XKMBEE
C KaXXIbIM HOBBIM THEM M CTAHOBMJIOCH BCE IIpeKpacHee,
o Mepe TOro Kak MuTs mpuxonui B cebsl, ycrioKauBacs U
3a0bIBaJ Ty, OOBIKHOBEHHY10, KaTio, KoTopasi B MoCKBe Tak
4acTo U TaK My4YUTEJIbHO He ciuBajach ¢ Kareit, coznaHHoM
€ro XeJJaHUEM.

IX

ITepBblit pa3 KWUJI OH TENepb JOoMa B3POCIBbIM, C KOTO-
pPBIM Jaxke Mama Jepxkajach KaK-TO MHaye, yeM IIpexie, a
IJIaBHOE, XKWJI ¢ TIEPBOI HACTOSIIIEH JIIDOOBbIO B AyllIEe, YXKe
OCYIIECTBJISASI TO CaMO€, Yero BTaliHe XJ1aJ0 BCE €T0 CYIIe-
CTBO C JE€TCTBa, C OTPOYECTBA.

Elle B MiageH4YecTBe IMBHO M TAMHCTBEHHO I1IE€BEIbHY-
JIOCh B HEM HEUYTO HEBBIPA3MMOE Ha YEJIOBEUYECKOM SI3BIKE.
Korma-to u roe-1o, DODKHO OBITh, TOXE BECHOM, B camy,
BO3JIE KyCTOB CUPEHU, — 3alIOMHWJICS OCTPBIN 3arax IIaH-
CKMX MYX, — OH, COBCEM MAaJICHbKUI, CTOSUI C KaKOMU-TO
MOJIOJION KEHILIMHOMN, — BEPOSITHO, C CBOEW HSHBKOW, — U
BIPYT YTO-TO TOUHO O3apWJIOCH Teped HUM HeOeCHbIM CBe-
TOM, — He TO JIMIIO ee, He To capadaH Ha IOJIHOH! rpyau, — 1
YTO-TO TOPSYEI BOTHOU MPOIUIO, B3BITPATIO B HEM, UICTUHHO
KakK IUTS BO UpeBe Matepu... Ho To 6pu10 Kak Bo cHe. Kak Bo
CHe ObLIO U BCE, YTO OBLIO IIOTOM, — B JETCTBE, OTPOYECTBE,
B rMMHa3u4eckue ronbl. Bbuin Kakue-to ocoOble, HU Ha YTO
HE MOXO0XNE BOCXUIIEHUS TO OAHOM, TO IPYrOM U3 TEX JCBO-
YeK, KOTOPBIE MPUE3XKAIN CO CBOUMU MAaTepsIMU Ha €0 JIET-
CKUe Mpa3IHUKHU, TAlTHOE XaIHOEe JTIOOOIBITCTBO K KaXIOMY
JBIZKEHUIO 3TOTO YapyIOIIEro, ToKe HU Ha YTO He MOXOXKETo
MaJIEeHbKOTO CYLIECTBa B IJlaTbulle, B OallMauykax, ¢ OaH-
TOM ILLIEJIKOBOI JIEHThI Ha TONOBKe. bblno (3T yxXe mo3nHee,
B I'YOEpHCKOM TOPOJI€) AJIMBIIIEECS MOYTH BCIO OCEHb U YXe
ropasno 0osiee CO3HATEIbHOE BOCXMUILEHWE TMMHA3UCTOY-
KO, 4yacTo MOSIBJISIBILIEICS 10 BeYepaM Ha AepeBe 3a 3a00poM
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COCEJTHEro cajia:; ee pe3BOCTb, HACMEIUIMBOCTb, KOPUYHEBOE
IJIaThUIIE, KPYIIIBIN TpeOelloK B BOJIOCaX, TPSA3HBIC PYIKH,
CMeX, 3BOHKMI KpUK — Bce ObLIO TAKOBO, UTO MUTS Aymai o
Heil ¢ yTpa 10 Beuepa, TPYCTIII, TTIOPOIO axke Iiakall, HeyTo-
JINMO 4TO-TO XeJiast oT Hee. [ToToM 1 3To Kak-To caMo co0oi
KOHYMJIOCh, 3a0bLJIOCh, U OBIIM HOBbIE, OOJiee WU MeHee
TOJITUE, — W ONSITb-TAKU COKPOBEHHBIC, — BOCXUIIEHMS,
ObUIM OCTPbIE PAJOCTU U TOPECTU BHE3AITHOM BIIOOJIEHHOCTU
Ha rMMHAa3M4ecKux 0ajax... ObLIM KaK1e-TO TOMJIEHUS B TeJie,
B CEPIILIE € CMYTHbBIE MPEAYyBCTBUS, OXKMIAAHUS YETO-TO...
OH poauicsl ¥ BbIpOC B iepeBHE, HO TMMHA3MCTOM I10-
HEBOJIe TIPOBOAMJI BECHY B ropoje, 3a MCKJIIOUEHUEM Ofl-
HOTO T0jia, MO3aIpolIIoro, Koraa oH, npuexaB B I€PEBHIO
Ha MacneHuily, 3axBopaj 1, MONpaBysisiCh, TPoObUT J0Ma
MapT U IMOJIOBUHY ampes. DTo ObUIO He3aOBEeHHOE BpeMsl.
Henenu aBe oH Jiexkas ¥ TOJIbKO B OKHO BUEN KaXblil I€Hb
MEHSIIOIIMECS] BMECTE C YBEJIMUYEHMEM B MUpe TeIula U CBeTa
Hebeca, CHeT, cajl, ero CTBOJIbI U BeTBU. OH BUAEII: BOT YTpPO,
U B KOMHAaTe TaK SIpKO U TEILIO OT COJIHLIA, YTO YK€ T0I3a10T
10 CTEKJIaM OXKMBAIOIIME MYXH... BOT MOCAe00eACHHBIN Yac
Ha ApYroii IeHb: COJIHIIE 32 TOMOM, C IPYToli ero CTOPOHBI, a
B OKHE YK€ JI0 FToJTyOr3HbI OJIeAHbII BECEHHUIA CHET U KPYII-
HEbIe Oeible 00J1aKa B CMHEBE, B BEpIIMHAX 1ePEBbEB... a BOT,
elle yepes JeHb, B 00JaYHOM HeOe Takue SipKue Mporaiu-
HbI, ¥ Ha KOpe NePEeBbEB TAKO MOKPBIi 0JIeCK, U TaK KaruieT
C KPHIIIY HaJl OKHOM, UYTO He HapaayelIbcsl, He HaTJIS NI b-
cs... [Tocne mouuu Terible TyMaHbl, JOXIW, CHET paciy-
CTUJIO U ChEJIO B HECKOJIBKO CYTOK, TPOHYJAch peka, cTaja
PamoOCTHO M HOBO YePHETh, OOHAXKATHCS 1 B caay M Ha IBOPE
3emiis... I Hajosro 3anoMHuicd MuTte olvH IeHb B KOHIIE
MapTa, KOTJa OH B IepBbIi pa3 noexayu BepxoM B nosie. Heb6o
He SIPKO, HO TaK XHBO, TaK MOJIOJIO CBETUJIOCH B OJIEHBIX, B
OeclBETHBIX AEPEBbIX cala. B moje erie cBexXo ayao, XKHU-
Bbsl OBLIY UKW U PBDKU, a TaM, TIe Maxaind, — yxKe Maxaiu
MOJI, OBEC, — MACJISTHUCTO, C TIEPBOOBITHOM MOILIbIO YEPHEIN
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B3MeThl. Y OH 1LIeJTMKOM eXaJl o 3TUM KHUMBBSIM U B3METaM K
JIeCy ¥ M31ajeKa BUIes ero B YMCTOM BO3IyXe, — TOJIBIIA, Ma-
JICHbKU, BUIHBIN 13 KOHIIA B KOHELl, — MMOTOM CITyCTHJICS
B €r0 JIOIIWHBI U 3allIyMeJ KOMbITaMU JIOIIAAM 110 TJTyOOKOM
MPOILLJIOTOHE! JINCTBE, MECTAMU COBCEM CYXOM, MOJIEBOM,
MeCcTaMU MOKPOIi, KOPUYHEBOI, Iepeexasl 3achIllaHHbIE €10
OBparw, rue ele Iuia oJjas Boua, a u3-Ioja KyCTOB ¢ Tpe-
CKOM BBIPBIBAJIMCH MPSIMO M3-TOJ HOT JIOLIAad CMYTLJIO-
30JI0ThI€ BaJIbALIHENbI... YeM ObLIa ISl Hero BCsSl 9Ta BeCHa
1 OCOOEHHO 3TOT AeHb, KOTIA TaK CBEXO IyJ0 HAaBCTpEUy
€My B MoJie, a Jiolllab, OA0JEBaBIlasi HACBILIIEHHbIE BIaroi
>KHUBbS M YEPHBIE MAIlTHU, TaK IIIYMHO JbIIIaJIa IIUPOKUMU
HO3APSIMU, Xpalls U PeBsl HYTPOM C BEJIMKOJEITHON AUKON
cunoit? Kazanock Torga, 4To MMEHHO 3Ta BeCHa 1 Oblja ero
MEPBOI1 HACTOSIILEH JTI000BbIO, THSIMMU CILUIOIIHOM BIIOOIEH-
HOCTHU B KOTO-TO U BO YTO-TO, KOIJa OH JIIOOMJI BCEX TUM-
Ha3MCTOK M BceX AeBOK B Mupe. Ho kakum pajiekum Kaza-
JIOCh €My 3TO BpeMs Teriepb! HackobKo ObLI OH TOIIa ele
COBCEM MaJIbUMK, HEBUHHBIN, MPOCTOCEPASYHbIN, OETHbIN
CBOVMMM CKPOMHBIMU MEYaISIMU, PATOCTSIMU U MEYTaHUSIMU!
CHOM unu, cKkopee, BOCIIOMUHAHUEM O KAKOM-TO 4yIeCHOM
CHe ObLja Torga ero GecripeiMeTHasi, OECIIOTHas J00O0Bb.
Teneps xxe B mupe 0b1a Kats, Oblia gyliia, 3TOT MUP B cede
BOTUIOTUMBILIAS M HAJ0 BCEM HaJ HUM TOPKECTBYIOIIASI.

X

Tonpko pa3 B 3TO mepBoe BpeMsI HaIlOMHMIA O cebe
Karts 310Bee.

OpHaxapl, IIO3AHO BedyepoM, MMUTS BBIIIET Ha 3agHee
KpbUIBIIO. BEIIO 04eHb TEMHO, TUXO, MAXJIO CHIPHIM ITOJIEM.
M3-3a HOYHBIX 00JAKOB, HaJ CMYTHBIMM OYEepPTaHUSIMU
cama, CIe3WJIMCh MeJIKue 3Be3nbl. M BAPYT Ioe-To Baaau
YTO-TO JUKO, AbSIBOJBbCKU TYKHYJIO U 3aKaTUJIOCh JIaeM,
BU3roM. MUTS B3IPOTHYJI, OLIETIEHE], IIOTOM OCTOPOXKHO
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coulen ¢ KpbUiblia, BOIIEJ B TEMHYIO, KaK Obl CO BCEX CTO-
POH BpaXIeOHO CTOpOXalllyld ero ajaielo, CHoBa OCTaHO-
BUJICSI U CTaJl XIaTh, CJIyLIaTh: YTO 3TO TaKOe, TAe OHO, —
TO, YTO TaK HEOXWAAHHO U CTpaliHo orjacuio can? Ceiy,
JIECHOH Tyray, COBEpIlAIOIIUi CBOIO JIIOOOBb, U OOJIbIIIE
HUYETOo, IyMall OH, a BECh 3aMUpaJl KaK Obl OT HE3PUMOTO
MPUCYTCTBUS B 3TOM ThbME CaMOro JbsiBojia. Y BAPYr onsiTh
pasnajncs TyJakui, BClo MUTUHY Iylly HOTPSICIIUN BOM,
rme-To OJIM3KO, B BEpXYIIKax ajjied, 3aTpeuiaio, 3ally-
MEJI0 — U AbSIBOJI OECIIIYMHO IEpeHeCCs KyIa-TO B IPyroe
MecTo cana. TaM oH cHayvasia 3ajasul, IOTOM CTajl XajalobHo,
MOJISIIE, KaK PeOEHOK, HbITh, IJIaKaTh, XJIOMAaTh KPbLIbIMU
U KJIEKOTaThb C MYYUTEJIbHBIM HacJaXIeHWEeM, CTal B3BU3-
TMBaTh, 3aKaTbIBATbCS TAKUM €PHUYECKHUM CMEXOM, TOYHO
ero 1IEKOTaJd U MbITAIM. MUTS, BeCchb Apoxa, BIUICS B
TeMHOTY U IJla3amu U ciayxoM. Ho nbsiBos BApyr copBascs,
3axJIeOHYJICSI U, TPOPe3aB TEMHBIMA Caj MPeIcMEPTHO-UC-
TOMHBIM BOILIEM, TOYHO CKBO3b 3eMJItO TNpoBaiuicd. Ha-
MPacHO MPOXJIaB BO30OHOBIIEHUS 3TOTO JIIOOOBHOTO yxXaca
ellle HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, MUTS TUXO BEpHYJICS TOMON — U
BCIO HOUb MYUMJICS CKBO3b COH BCEMU TeMU 00JIE3HEHHBIMU
W OTBPATUTEJbHBIMU MBICJISIMU U YyBCTBAMU, B KOTOPbBIE
peBpaTUiach B MapTe B MOCKBeE €ro J11000Bb.

OnHako yTpoM, TIpU COJTHIIE, €0 HOYHbIE Tep3aHUs Obl-
cTpo paccestiich. OH BCIOMHMII, Kak 3arutakaina Kars, Ko-
rlla OHM TBEPJO PEIIWIU, YTO OH IOJKEH Ha BpeMs yexaTb
13 MocCKBbI, BCHOMHWJI, C KAKUM BOCTOPTOM OHa yXBaTH-
Jlach 3a MBICJIb, YTO OH TOXe mpuenet B KpbiM B Hauase
WIOHSI, U KaK TporaTejibHO MoMorajia oHa eMy B €ro mpu-
TOTOBJIEHUAX K OThE3y, KaK MPOBOXaJla OHAa €ro Ha BOK-
3aje... OH BIHYJ ee (poTorpaduyecKyio KapTouKy, J0JTo,
JIOJITO BIJISIABIBAJICSI B €€ MaJIeHbKYIO0 HapsiTHYIO TOJIOBKY,
MopaxasiCb YUCTOTOM, SICHOCTBIO €€ MPSIMOTO, OTKPBITOTO
(4yTh Kpyrioro) B3risana... IlotoM Hammcan eif o0CoOOeHHO
IJIMHHOE U OCOOEHHO CeplIeuyHOe MUChMO, MOJTHOE Bephl B
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X JIOO0Bb, U OMNSATh BO3BPATWIICS K HEMPECTAHHOMY OIILY-
ILIEHUIO €€ JIDOOBHOTO U CBETJIOTO NMpeObIBAHUS BO BCEM,
YeM OH XXWJI U pafgoBacsl.

OH IMOMHUJI, YTO OH UCIBITAJ, KOrna yMep oTell, AeBSTh
JIET TOMY Hazaza. DTo ObLI0 TOoXe BecHoil. Ha npyroit neHb
rnocje 3Toil cMepTH, pOOKO, ¢ HEJOYMEHHMEM U YKacoM
Opouas Mo 3aly, TIe C BBICOKO ITOIHATON I'PYAbIO U CJIO-
JKEHHBIMM Ha Hell OOJIbIIMMU OJeIHBIMU PyKaMu Jiexas
Ha CToJie, YepHeJs CBOeil CKBO3HOU 60po0ii U 6esies HocoM
HapsDKEHHBIA B NBOPSIHCKMIA MYHIMDP oTell, MUTSI BbILIE
Ha KPbLIbLIO, TJISTHYJI Ha CTOSIBILIYIO BO3JI€ IBEPU OTPOMHYIO
KPBIIIKY rpoba, oOUTYIO 30JI0TOM Iapyoil, — W BAPYT MO-
YyBCTBOBaJI: B MUpe cMepTh! OHa ObL1a BO BCEM: B COJTHEU-
HOM CBeTe, B BeCEHHEU TpaBe Ha ABOpe, B HeOe, B cany... OH
MolleNa B caji, B MECTPYIO OT CBETa JIMIIOBYIO aJl/Ielo, TOTOM
B OOKOBbIE ajlJieH, ellle O6oJiee COJTHEUHbIe, IS Ha nepe-
BbSl M Ha TIEPBbIX OeJibIx 6a00Y€EK, CiylIaa MEePBBIX, CIATKO
3aJIMBAOLIMXCS MTULL — WM HUYEro He y3HaBajl: BO BCEM
OblIa CMEPTh, CTPAIIIHBIN CTOJI B 3ajle U IJIMHHAsI map4yoBas
KphbIlIKa Ha Kpblible! He mo-npexxHeMy, Kak-To He TaK CBe-
TWJIO COJIHLIE, HE TaK 3eJieHeJia TpaBa, He TakK 3aMUpaJiu Ha
BECEHHE, TOJBKO ellle CBepXy ropsiueit TpaBe 6a00UKM, —
Bce ObLIO He TaK, KaK CYyTKM TOMY Ha3aj, Bce IIpeo0pa3mioch
Kak ObI OT OJIM30CTHM KOHIIa MMpa, 1 XKaJjika, TOpeCcTHa cTaia
MpeJIeCTb BECHBI, €e BeUHOol IoHOoCTU! M 3T0 mimioch J0JT0
U TIOTOM, JUTUJIOCh BCIO BECHY, KaK €l1le T0JT0 YyBCTBOBAJI -
Csl — WJIX MHUJICSI — B BBIMBITOM M MHOTO pa3 MPOBETPEH-
HOM JIOM€ CTPAIIHbINA, MEP3KUI, CIANKOBATHINA 3amax...

Taxoe Xe HaBaXXJIeHUE, — TOJbKO COBCEM JIPYIroro rno-
psiaKa, — MCHbIThIBAT MUTS M Temepb: 3Ta BECHA, BeCHa
ero IIepBoIi 1I0OBU, TOXE ObLIa COBEPIISHHO MHAsI, YEM BCe
MpexXHUE BeCHbl. MUp OIsITh ObLT ITpeoOpakeH, OISITh ITOJIOH
Kak OyaTo 4eM-TO ITOCTOPOHHUM, HO TOJIbKO HEe Bpaxneo-
HbIM, HE Y>KaCHbIM, a HAIIPOTUB, — IWBHO CAVBAIOLIUMCS C
PanoCcThioO U MOJIOAOCTHIO BeCHBI. M 3TO mocTopoHHee Oblia
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Katst wiu, BepHee, TO IpesiecTHelllee B MUpe, Yero oT Hee
xotes, TpeboBan Muts. Temnepb, 10 Mepe TOro Kak IIUIU
BECEHHUE THM, OH TpeboBajl OT Hee Bce 00JIbllie U OOJIbLIIE.
U Tteneps, Korga ee He ObLIO, OBLT TOJBKO e€e 00pa3, obpa3
HE CYIIECTBYIOIIMMI, a TOJBKO KeJIaHHbIA, OHA, Ka3aaocCh,
HUYEeM He Hapylllajia TOro OECITOpOYHOIo M IPEKpPacHOro,
Yyero OT Hee TpeOOoBaJiv, U C KaXKIbIM JHEM BCE XXUBEE U XKU-
Bee YyBCTBOBAIACh BO BCEM, Ha UTO Obl HU B3MJISIHYJI MUTSL.

XI

OH ¢ panocTbio yoenusacs B 3TOM B MEPBYIO e HeAeo
CBoero IpedbiBaHus 1oMa. Torma Obl1 Kak Obl elle KaHyH
BeCHbl. OH cUesl ¢ KHUTOI BO3Jie OTKPHITOTO OKHa rOCTH-
HOM, MIsiies MEX CTBOJIOB IMUXT M COCEH B MaJlUCaIHUKE Ha
TPSI3HYIO PEUKY B JIyraX, Ha IEPEBHIO Ha KOCOTOPax 3a PEYKOM:
elle C yTpa 10 Beuepa, HEyCTaHHO, U3HeMoras oT OJ1aXkKeHHOMU
XJIOITOTJIMBOCTU, TaK, KaK OPYT OHU TOJIbKO PAaHHEW BECHOM,
OpaJIu Tpauyu B roJibIX BEKOBBIX Oepe3ax B COCeTHEM TOMe-
IIMYbEM cay, U ellle IUK, cep ObLT BUI AePEeBHU Ha KOCOIO-
pax, ¥ TOJIbKO €I1I€ OJHU JIO3UHbI MOKPBIBAIUCH TaM XXEJTO-
Barol 3eJieHb10... OH 111eJ1 B cafl: 1 cajl ObL1 ellle HU30K 1 o1,
MPO3payeH, — TOJBKO 3eJIEHEJIU TTOJISTHbI, BCE UCTTELIPEHHBIE
MeJIKMUMU OMpPIO30BbIMU LIBETOUKAMMU, J1a OIYILIWICS aKaTHUK
BIOJIb ajljiel U O1eHO Oesies, MeJIKO 11BeJI OAUH BUILEHHUK
B JIOIIMHE, B FOKHOW, HM3KHEN yacTh canga... OH BBIXOIWI B
TOJIE: €IIE MYCTO, CEpO OBUIO B MOJIE, €Ie METKON TOpYaio
>KHUBbE, €111€ KOJIYeBaThl U (PUOJIETOBBI OBLITN BBICOXIIIUE 1O-
JieBble Aoporu... I Bce 310 ObL1a HAarota MOJIOAOCTH, MOPbI
oxXugaHus — U Bce 9710 ObL1a Karts. M 9To ToIbKo Tak Kasa-
JIOCh, YTO OTBJIEKAIOT 1€BKU-MOJAEHIIMIIbI, AEJIAIOII1E TO TO,
TO JpYroe B ycaab0e, paOOTHUKM B JIIOACKOM, YTEHUE, MPO-
TYJIKU, XOXIIeHUE Ha AePEeBHIO K 3HAKOMbIM MYXUKaM, pa3-
TOBOPBI C MaMOM, MOE3IKU CO CTApOCTOM (POCIBIM, TPYObIM
OTCTaBHBIM COJIIATOM) B IT0JI€ HAa OETOBBIX APOXKKAX...
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ITorom npomnia eme Henelsd. Pa3 HOYbIO OB 00JI0M-
HBII TOXIb, a TTIOTOM ropsiuee COIHIIE KaK-TO Cpa3y BOIILIO
B CUJIy, BeCHa IOTepsiyla CBOIO KPOTOCTh U 0JIEAHOCTh, U BCE
BOKpYT Ha IIa3aX CTaJI0 MEHITHCI He IO JHSIM, a TT0 YacaM.
Cranu pacnaxuBarth, IIpeBpallaTh B YEPHBIM OapXaT XKHU-
Bbsl, 3a3eJICHENIM IIOJIeBble MEXM, COUHee cTajla MypaBa
Ha IBOpe, TYIIE U sIpue 3aCHeI0 HebOo, OBICTPO CTajl ojie-
BaThbCS call CBeXell, MATKOM Jake Ha BUJ, 3eJIeHbIO, 3aJIM-
JIOBEJIV U 3aMaxjv cepble KUCTU CUPEHU, U YK€ MMOSIBUIIOCH
MHOXECTBO YEPHBIX, METAJUIMYECKU OJISCTSIIINX CUHEBOM
KPYIHBIX MyX Ha €€ TEMHO-3eJIeHO! TJISHIEBUTON JINCTBE
M Ha ropsgyux IISITHAX cBeTa Ha mopoxkax. Ha s6ioHsX,
rpyliax ele ObIIM BUAHBI BETBU, UX €IBa TPOHYJIA MeJIKas,
cepoBaTasi 1 0OCOOEHHO MSITKas JIMCTBA, HO OTU SIOJIOHU U
IpyLIN, BCIOAY TIPOCTUPABIINE CETU CBOMX KPUBBIX BETBEU
MOJ APYTMMU JepPeBbSIMU, BCE YKe 3aKyIpSBWIMCH MJieU-
HBIM CHETOM, Y C KaXXIbIM JHEM 3TOT LIBET CTAHOBMJICS BCE
Oejiee, BCe Iyle U Bce OjaroBoHHee. B 3T0 mMBHOE BpeMsI
pPaIOCTHO M MPHUCTAJIBLHO Habmogaa MuTs 3a BceMH BeCeH-
HUMU U3MEHEHUSIMU, TIPOUCXOISIIINMU BOKpYT Hero. Ho
Katst He TonbKO He oTcTynaja, He Tepsijlach Cpelly HUX, a
HAIIpOTUB, — YY4acTBOBAJIa B HUX BO BCEX U BceMy TIpHUIaBa-
JIa ce0s1, CBOIO KPacoTy, paclBETAIONIYI0 BMECTE C pacliBe-
TOM BECHBI, C TUM BCE POCKOIITHee OeICIOIIM CaoM U BCe
TeMHee CUHEIOIIM HeOOM.

XII

W BOT omHaXXABI, BEIAAS B 3aJ1, TIOJTHBIN MpeaBeYepPHETO
COJTHIIA, K 4Yaio, MUTS HEOXHMIAHHO YBHUIEN BO3JiE caMoBapa
TOYTY, KOTOPYIO OH HAIIPacHO Xaaj Bce yTpo. OH OBICTPO TT0-
JIOLIIET K CTOJTY — YK JaBHO JOJKHA Obuta KaTs oTBETUTH XOTh
Ha OIHO M3 ITMCEM, YTO OTIIPABUJI OH €i, — U SIPKO U KYTKO
GJIlecHYJT eMy B TJla3a HeOOJNBIION M3BICKAHHEBI KOHBEPT C
HAAMMCHIO Ha HEM 3HAKOMBIM XaJIKUM TTodyepkoM. OH cxBa-
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TWJI €0 U 3allaraj BOH M3 JoMa, ITIOTOM T10 Cajiy, MO INIaBHON
ajuiee. OH ylliea B caMylo TaJIbHIOKO YacThb cana, Tyjaa, rie ye-
pe3 Hero MpoxXoAuia JIOIIMHA, U, OCTAHOBSICh U OTJISTHYBILKC,
OBICTPO pa3opBayl KOHBepT. I1McbMO ObLIO KpaTKO, BCEro B
HECKOJIbKO CTPOK, HO MuTe HY>XKHO ObLJIO pa3 MsTh MPOUYECTh
UX, YTOObI HAKOHELL MOHSTh, — TaK KOJOTWIOCh €ro Cepile.
«Moii 1100MMBbIii, MO €IMHCTBEHHBbI!» — 4YuTan U Tepe-
YUTBIBAJI OH — U 3eMJISI TIJIbLIA Y HETO MO HOraMU OT 3TUX
BocKJIMIIaHUMA. OH TOMHSUI IJ1a3a: Hajl CaJoM TOPXKECTBEHHO
Y PaIOCTHO CUSII0 HE0O, BOKPYT CHUSUI Caj CBOSM CHEXHOM
OCIM3HOM, COJIOBEH, yKe 4ysI IpPeJBeUYECPHUIA XOJION0K, YETKO
U CUJIbHO, CO BCEW CJIaJOCThIO COJIOBBMHOTO CaM03a0BEeHMS,
LLIEJIKAJT B CBEXKE 3eJIeHU JaJIbHUX KyCTOB — 1 KPOBb OTJIMJIa
OT €ro JIlla, MypalllKy MOOEXaau MO BOJIOCAM. ..

JIoMoi OH 1IeJ MeIJIEHHO — 4allla ero JIloOBU Obljia
MmoJiHa ¢ KpasiMu. Y Tak ke OCTOpOXKHO HOCHUJI OH ee B cebe 1
clieyIollue THU, TUX0, CYACTIUBO OXKU/1asi HOBOTO MUChMa.

X1II

Cag pa3HOOOpa3HO ofeBaICs.

OrpoMHBII CTapbiii KJIEH, BO3BBIIIABIINICS Hal Bcei
I0XKHOW YacThlO cajia, BUAHBIM OTOBCIOMY, CTaJ ellie O0JIbliie
W BUIIHEE, — OJEJICS CBEXEM, TYCTOM 3eJIEHBIO.

Boiie u BugHee cTaja M IaBHas ajuiesi, Ha KOTOPYIO
MuUTS NOCTOSTHHO CMOTpPEJ U3 CBOMX OKOH: BEPIIMHEI €
CTaphIX JIUII, TOXE IMOKPHIBIIMECS, XOTS ellle Mpo3payvyHo,
Y30pOM FOHOM JIMCTBBI, TOJHSINCH U TPOTSHYJIUCH HaJl ca-
JIOM CBETJIO-3€JICHOM TPsIA0I0.

A HIXe KJIeHa, HIDXE aJlJIen JIeXKaJlo HEYTO CILIOIIHOE
KyIpsiBOTO, OJ1arOyXaHHOTO CIMBOYHOTO 1IBETA.

M Bce 3T0: orpoMHas ¥ MbIIIHAS BepIIMHA KJIeHa, CBET-
JI0-3eJIeHas Ipsiaa ajijieu, MOoABeHeYHasl Oeln3Ha SI0JIOHb,
rpyll, yepeMyx, COJIHIIe, CUHeBa Heba U Bce TO, UTO pas-
pacTajaoch B HU3ax caja, B JIOIIUHE, BIOJb OOKOBBIX ajljIeit
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U JOpOXeK U mol (yHIAaMEHTOM I0XHOM CTEHBI AoMa, —
KYCTbl CUPDEHH, aKallui U CMOPOAMHBI, JIONyX1, Kparusa,
YepHOOBIIBHUK, — BCE MOPaXKaJlo CBOEl I'yCTOTOM, CBeXe-
CTbIO 1 HOBU3HOM.

Ha uncrom 3esieHOM ABOpE OT HaJBUTAlOIIECsl OTOBCIO-
Iy PaCTUTEIbLHOCTH CTao KaK OyaTo TecHee, JOM CTasl Kak
OynTo MeHblIe 1 KpacuBee. OH Kak OyIOTO XKIajl TOCTe —
MO LEIbIM AHSIM ObLIM OTKPBITHI U JBEPU U OKHA BO BCEX
KOMHarax: B 6eJIoM 3ajie, B CMUHEH CTApOMOJHOMN TOCTUHOM,
B MAJICHbKOW TMBAaHHOM, TOXE CUHEH 1 YBELIAHHOW OBaJIb-
HBIMU MUHUATIOPAMU, U B COJTHEUHOI OubanoTeke, 60J1b-
IO Y IIyCTOM YIJIOBOM KOMHAT€ CO CTapbIMU MKOHAMM B
rnepeaHeM yriy U HU3KUMU KHUXXHBIMU 1IKadaMu U3 sICEHU
BI0JIb CTeH. M Be3ie B KOMHATHI MPa3nHUYHO MISACIU TPU-
OIM3MBIIMECS K JOMY Pa3HOOOPAa3HO 3€JIEHBIE, TO CBETIbIE,
TO TEMHBIE, IePeBbsI C IPKOI CUHEBOU MeXKI1y BETBSIMMU.

Ho nucema He 6buto. Muts 3Han HecrocodHocTh Katu
K MKMCbMaM U TO, KakK TPYAHO € Bcerma codbpaThCsl CECTh 3a
MUCbMEHHBIN CTOJI, HAlTH Tepo, OyMary, KOHBEpT, KyMUThb
Mapky... Ho pasymHble cooOpaxkeHus OMnsTh CTaIu TIOXO I0-
Moratb. CuacTinBasi, Jaxe ropiaas yBepeHHOCTb, C KOTOPOI
OH HECKOJIBKO IHEH XJTaJI BTOPOTO MUCbMa, UCYE3JIa, — OH TO-
MWICS Y TPEBOXWJICS BCE CUJIbHEE. Belb 32 TAKUM MHUChbMOM,
Kak IMepBoe, TOTYac Xe JOJKHO ObUIO MOCJeAoBaTh YTO-TO
enle 6osee npekpacHoe u panytoinee. Ho Kats mosyana.

OH pexe cTajl XOAUTh Ha IEPeBHIO, €31UTh B 1ojie. OH
cunesl B OUbIMoTeKe, TepeJUCThIBa XYPHAaJIbI, YXKe IeCsT-
KU JIET XEATEeBILINEe U COXHYBIME B IKadax. B xypHanax
ObUIO MHOTO MpPEKpPaCHbIX CTUXOB CTapbIX MO3TOB, YyAec-
HBIX CTPOK, TOBOPHMBIIMX MOYTH BCeraa o0 OMHOM, — O TOM,
4yeM TOJIHBI BCE CTUXU U MECHU C Havyajaa MUpa, YEM KUJia
Terepb U ero aylla u YToO HEM3MEHHO MOT OH TaK WJIi MHaye
OTHECTH K caMoMy cebe, K cBoeli ooBu, K Kare. 11 oH 110
1LIeJIBIM YacaM CUJEN B Kpecje BO3Jie pacKphITOro mKada u
MYYUJI ce0s1, UuTasl U MepeunThIBast:
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Jltopu cnisiT, MO¥A IpyT, TIO#IEM B TEHUCTHIH ca!
Jlronu crisiT, OMHY JINIIIb 3BE3/IbI K HAM TJISIIAT. ..

Bce a1 yapytoiive ciioBa, Bce 3TU MPU3BIBBI ObLIN KaK
ObI ero COOCTBEHHBIMM, OOpaIleHbI ObLIU TeNePb Kak OyaTO
TOJIbKO K OITHOM, K TOI, KOr0O HEOTCTYITHO BUJIE] BO BCEM U
BClOly OH, MUTS, ¥ 3By4Yaiu MOPOIO MOYTH TPO3HO;

Han 3epKaibHBIMU BOAaMHU
Maiyt nebenu KpbliamMu —
U kodmbieTcst peka:

O mpuu Xe! 3Be30bI OJICIIYT,
JIvcThsl MEIEHHO TPEeMellyT,
W Haxonat obnaxa...

OH, 3aKpbIBad IJ1a3a, XoJoesl, Mo HECKOJIBKO pa3 Kpsi-
Iy TIOBTOPSUI 3TOT MPU3BIB, 30B CEpIlia, MEePEOJTHEHHOTO
JII0O0OBHOI CUJION, 3KaXKIYIIEe CBOEro TOPXKECTBa, OJ1aKeH-
Horo paspelieHus. IToTom mgojiro cMoTpen mnepen codolo,
ciylan riyboKoe AepeBEeHCKOE MOJYaHUE, OKPYXKaBLIEEe
JIOM, — M TOPbKO Kauall rojioBoii. HeT, oHa He oT3bIBaJIach,
OoHa 0e3MOJIBHO cHsijIa TIe-TO TaM, B UYy>KOM M JaJieKOM
MOCKOBCKOM Mupe! — M omnsTh oT/MBajia OT cepiia HexX-
HOCTb — OIISITh POCJIO, LIMPUIIOCH 3TO IPO3HOE, 3/I0BEIIIee,
3aKJIMHAOIIIee:

O, npunu xe! 3Be3b1 OJICIIYT,
JIncThg MemJIeHHO TpenenyT,
W naxongat obnaka...

X1V

OpHaxapl, moApeMaB Iociae obena, — obemanu B IMOJI-
NeHb, — MMUTS BBbIILIEJ U3 AOMa U HE CIiellla IMolues B caj.
B camy yacto pabortanu AeBKU, OKaIlbIBaIu sI0JJOHU, pabo-
Tajlyd OHU W HbIHYE. MUTH 1lIeJ MTOCUIETh BO3JIe HUX, MO-
0oJITaTh C HUMU, — 3TO YK€ BXOIUJIO B IIPUBBIUKY.
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Henb 0bU1 Xapkuii, Tuxuii. OH 11eJ B CKBO3HOI TeHU
ajlJleu 1 JajieKo BUIE] BOKPYT ce0sl KyapsiBble OETOCHEeX-
Hble BeTBU. OCOOEHHO CUJIeH, TYCT ObUT LIBET Ha rpyllax, u
CMeCh 3TOl OeTM3HbI U APKOI1 CUHEBBI Heba AaBaia (uoJe-
TOBBI OTTeHOK. U rpyllin U SI0JIOHU LIBEJIU U OCHINAIUCh,
pas3pbiTasi 3eMJisl Mo HUMHU Obl1a BCS ycesiHa OJEKIbIMU
JienectkaMM. B TermoM BO3dyxe YyBCTBOBAJICS MX Clall-
KOBaTbIi, HEXHbBIN 3amax BMeCTe C 3allaxOM HarpeToro u
MPEIOIIETO Ha CKOTHOM JBOpe HaBo3a. MHorna Haxomuiao
00J1aYK0, cUHee HebOOo rojydeno, U TeIUIbIA BO3OyX U 3TU
TJEHHBIE 3allaxu JeJaluch ellle HexXKHee U ciaalle. U Bce ny-
IIMCTOE TETJIO 3TOTO BECEHHETO pasi APEMOTHO U OJIaXKEHHO
TyZeJio OT IYeJl U IIMeJIel, 3apbIBaBIIUXCS B €70 MEIBSIHbII
KyIpsBblii cHer. Y Bce Bpemsi, O1aKeHHO cKydasl, o-IHEeB-
HOMY, TO TaM, TO 3A€Ch LI0KaJI TO OAWH, TO IPYrOi COJIOBEM.

AJless KOHYaach BAajiyd BOpoTaMy Ha ryMHo. Bpanu
HaJIeBO, B YIIy CaJ0BOTO Bajia, YEPHEN eIbHUK. Bo3se enb-
HUKa IIeCTpeId cpenu SI0JIOHb ABe AeBKU. MMUTs, KaK Bce-
rna, MOBEpHYJ CO CpeauHBbI ajljied Ha HUX, — Haruobasich,
TOIeN Cpead HU3KMUX U PACKUAUCTBIX BETBEW, >)XKEHCTBEHHO
KacaBIIKUXCS €To JIMlia ¥ TTaXHYBIIUX U MEIOM, U KaK OyATO
JquMoHoM. M, xak Bcerma, ogHa U3 JEBOK, pbIXasi, Xyaas
ConbKa, JIMIIb TOJBKO 3aBHIEA €ro, IUKO 3aXoxoTaja U
3aKpuyana.

— OIi, X031H uaet! — 3aKpuyajia OHa C TPUTBOPHBIM
HUCITyTOM U, COCKOUYUMB C TOJICTOTO CyKa TPpYIIM, Ha KOTOPOM
OHa OoTAbIXaja, KUHYJAcCh K JIoMare.

Hpyras neska, ['naiika, caenana, HampoOTUB, BUI, YTO
COBCEM He 3aMeuyaeT MuTIo, U, He Cliella, KPernKo CTaBsl
Ha XeJIE3HYIO JIONATy HOTY B MITKOM YyHE U3 YEPHOTO BOM-
JIOKa, 3a KOTOPYIO0 HAaOMJIMCh OeJible JIeNeCTKH, SHEPTUYHO
Bpe3as Jomnary B 3eMJIIO 1 MepeBopaurBasi OTpe3aHHBbI JIO-
MOTb, TPOMKO 3ariesia CUJIbHBIM U TIPUSTHBIM TOJIOCOM: «Y 3K
THI Cajl, Thl MOM caj, JJISI KOTO 3K ThI IIBETEIIb!» DTO OBLIIa
JIeBKa pociiasi, My>KeCTBEHHasl 1 BCeTJa Cepbe3Hasl.
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Murts nonmouien u cean Ha Mecto COHbKM, Ha CTapbli
IPYLLEBBIN CYK, JexkaBlnii Ha paccoxe. CoHbKA SIPKO IJIsI-
HyJla Ha HETO W TPOMKO, C A€JIaHOM Pa3BSI3HOCTHIO U BECE-
JIOCTBIO CIIpOCUIa:

— Aii TosibKo BcTasiu? CMoTpuTe, Aejia He TpocuTe!

MuTsa HpaBWiIcs €il, U OHa BCSYECKU cTapajach CKPbITh
3TO, HO HE yMeJa, Iepxana ce0s pu HeM HEJIOBKO, TOBOPU-
JIa 9TO TI0Najo, BCETaa, OMHAKO, HAMEKask Ha 4YTO-TO, CMyTHO
yTajpiBasi, YTO PACCESTHHOCTb, C KOTOPO MUTSI MOCTOSTHHO
U TIPUXOJIWJI M YXOIWJI, He TipocTasi. OHa rnmoao3peBaia, 4To
Murs xuset ¢ Ilapamreitr unm, 1o KpaiiHeir Mepe, ToMora-
€TCsl 9TOT0, OHAa PEBHOBAJIA M TOBOPUJIA C HUM TO HEXHO, TO
pe3Ko, Tisaesa To TOMHO, J1aBasi [TOHSTh CBOM YYBCTBa, TO
XOJIOMHO U BpaxkaeoHo. U Bce 3To mocTtasisijio Mute cTpaH-
Hoe ynoBoJibcTBHE. [TrcbMa He ObLIO U HE OBLIO, OH TeIeph
HE XWJI, a TOJIBKO W30 JTHS Ha ACHb CYIIIECTBOBAJI B HEIPE-
CTAaHHOM OXWJaHWHU, Bce 00JIee TOMSACh 3TUM OXUIAHUEM
U HEBO3MOXHOCTBIO HU C KEM TIOJEIIUTHCS TAWHOU CBOEU
JII00BU 1 MYKM, TOrOBOpUTh 0 KaTe, o CBOMX Hamexaax Ha
KpriMm, 1 motomy Hameku COHbKM Ha KaKyl0-TO €ro JI000Bb
ObUIM eMy TIPUSITHBI: BeJb BCE-TaKU 3TU Pa3roBOPhI KaK Obl
KacajJuch TOrO COKPOBEHHOIO, YeM TOMWJIACh €ro Aylla.
BosiHoBaso ero u to, utro CoHbKa BiII0OJIEHA B HETO, a 3HA-
YUT, OTYACTU OJIM3Ka eMy, UTO Jejajio ee Kak Obl TaliHOi co-
YYaCTHULIEN JTIOOOBHOM XKU3HU €ro AYIIN, TaXe JaBaJIO T0-
poii cTpaHHyI0 Hagexay, YTo B COHbKE MOXXHO HAalATH HE TO
HarepCHUILY CBOMX YYBCTB, HE TO HEKOTOpYIO 3aMeHy Kartu.

Tenepbp CoHbKa, camMa TOTO He Moa03peBasi, ONsATh KOC-
HyJach ero TailHbl: «CMoTpuTe, Aena He npocnure!» OH 1o-
cMmoTpelt Bokpyr. CILIOIIHAs TEeMHO-3¢eJIeHasl yallia eJIbHU-
Ka, CTOsIBIIAs Tepe] HUM, Ka3ajlach OT IpPKOCTU JHS MOYTU
YepHO, 1 HEOO CKBO3UJIO B €€ OCTPhIX BEPXYIIIKaX 0COOEH-
HO BEJIUKOJIEMTHOW CUHEBOU. Mosiofas 3eJIeHb JIUIT, KJIIEHOB,
BSI30B, HACKBO3b CBETJIasl OT COJIHIIA, BCIOAY MPOHUKABIIETO
€e, COCTaBJIsIa TI0 BCEMY Cajy JIETKUA pagoCTHBIM HaBec,
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chllaja MeCTpOTy TEHU U SIPKUX ISATEH Ha TpaBy, Ha J0-
POXKU, Ha MOJISIHBL, XKapKWI 1 AYLIMCThIA LIBET, OeJIeBIIMIA
MOJ, TUM HaBeCcoM, Kazaycsi papdopoBbIM, CUSLIT, CBETUIICS
TaM, TJ€ COJIHLIE TOXE MPOHUKAJIO €ro. MUTS, TPOTUB BOJIU
yibi0asich, cripocuy COHbKY:

— Kakoe xe geino st Mory nipocnath? To-To u rope, 4To
Yy MEHS U JIeJ1-TO HUKAKUX HETY.

— MonuuTe yK, He 60KUTECh, U TaK TTOBEPIO! — KPUK-
Hyna CoHbKa B OTBET Becesio U rpydo, onsiTb CBOMM HEI0-
BEpUEM K OTCYTCTBUIO Yy MUTHU J1OOOBHBIX /€], JOCTaBISS
€My YIOBOJIbCTBUE, U BAPYI OMATH 3a0opajia, OTMaxuBasiCh
OT pbIKEro, ¢ 6e1oil KypyaBoil IIepCTKOM Ha JI0y TeJIeHKa,
KOTOPBI MEIJIEHHO BbIIIEJ U3 eJIbHUKa, MOoAoLIeN K Hel
C3a11 Y CTaJl XXeBaTb 00OPKY €€ CUTIIEBOTO IJIAThSI:

— AXx, oMopok Tebs1 Bo3pMmu! BoT emie chiHouka bor
nocJan!

— IlpaBna, roBopsAT, 3a TeOs1 cBaTalTCsA? — cKazal
MuTd, He 3Hasi, YTO cKasaTb, a XeJjasl MPOJOJIKUTh pa3-
roBop. — I'oBopsT, 1BOp OOrarthlii, Majiblii KpaCUBBIM, a Th
OTKa3ajia, OTLa He CITyIIAeIIbCs. ..

— borar, 1a nypkoBar, B roJIoBe paHO CMEpKaeTcsi, —
0oiiko orBeTuna CoOHbKA, HECKOJbKO IOJbIIIEHHAsA. —
Y MeHs1, MoXeT, 00 IpyromM 006 KOM IyMKU UAYT...

CepbesHas 1 MojiyanuBas [aiika, He npepbiBasi pado-
ThI, TOKay4yaJia rOJIOBOMA:

— VX u Hecelllb Thl, AeBKa, U ¢ JloHy u ¢ Mops! —
HErpOMKO cKazaya oHa. — ThlI TYT Opellellb YTo Iomnaio, a
10 ceJly c/laBa MOMET. ..

— Monuu, He Kymaxtail! — KpukHyjaa CoHbka. —
ABOCBH 51 He BOpOHa, eCTh 000poHa!

— A 0 KOM XK€ 3TO O APYroM Y TeOsl AyMKUA UIAyT? —
cpocun Muts.

— Tak u npusHanace! — ckazana CoHbka. — BoH B Ba-
1LIeTo Aena-TacTyXa BIIOMIach. YBIKY, TaK O IISIT TOpsTdo!
S1, He Xy>Ke Balllero, Bce Ha CTapbIX JIOIIAISIX €3Ky, — cKa3aja



38  HUsan Bynun

OHa BbI3bIBAIOIIE, HAMEKAS, OYEBUIHO, HA JBAAIATUIETHIOIO
IMaparry, KoTopasi Ha IepeBHE CUMTAIACh YXKE CTapOli IEBKOI.
M, BHe3anmHO O6pOCcUB JlomaTy, CO CMEJIOCThIO, HA KOTOPYIO
OHa Kak OyATO MMeJia HEKOTOPOE IPaBO BCJEACTBUE CBOEH
TaiiHOM BIIOOJIEHHOCTHU B OapuyKa, cejia Ha 3eMJII0, BBITSIHYJ1a
U CJIETKA pa3IBUHYJIA HOTY B CTAPbIX IPYOBIX MOJICAIIOXKKAX U
B LLIEPCTSIHBIX METUX Yy/IKaX U 0€CIIOMOILHO YPOHMJIA PYKM.

— Ox, HUYero He fesana, a yMmopuwiacb! — KpUKHYJIa
OHa, cMesicb. — Canory Mou Xyable, — MPOH3UTEIbHO 3a-
rneja oHa,—

Carioru Mou Xynble,
Hocku nakoBbie,—

U OITSITh 3aKpUYajia, CMESICh:

— TloitnemTe co MHOI1 B cajialll OTIbIXaTh, 1 HA BCE CO-
riacHas!

Cwmex atort 3apa3ui Murtio. IIlnpoko 1 HETOBKO ybIOa-
SICh, OH COCKOYMJI ¢ cyKa U, monoiinst K CoHbKe, JIeT U MOJIO-
SKWJI el TOJIOBY Ha KoJjieH!. COHbKa CKMHYJIA €€ — OH OITSITh
MOJIOKWJI, OTISTh TyMas CTUXaMM, KOTOPBIX OH HAYMTaJICs
3a MOCJIeAHUE THU:

Buxy, po3a, — cuacTbs cuiia
SpKuii CBUTOK CBOM pacKphijia
M yBnaxuia pocoit —
HeoObsaTHBIN, HETOHSTHBIN,
bnaroBoHHBbI, OJ1arogaTHBIN
Mup n1106BU TIepeao MHOIA. ..

— He tpoxbTe MeHs1! — 3akpuuana COHBKa yXe C
UCKPEHHUM WCIYTOM, CTapasiCh MOIHATh U OTOPOCUTH €ro
roJioBy. — A TO TakK 3aKpu4y, BCE BOJIKM B JieCy 3aBOIOT!
'V MeHs Hu4ero Ijisl Bac HeTy, Topelio, 1a MOTYyXJIO!

Murts 3akpbi1 m1aza 1 Momdan. CosHile, Apo0sich Yepes
JINCTBY, BETBU U TPYIIEBbIA LIBET, TOPSIYMMHU TISITHAMU TIe-
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CTPWJIO, IIeKOTaIO ero Juio. CoHbKa HEXXKHO U 3710 pBaHyJa
€r0 YepHBIE XECTKIME BOJIOCHI,— «UUCTO Y JIOLIANN!» — KPUK-
HyJIa OHa U TMpUKpbLUIa eMy KapTy3oMm asa. [lon 3aTbuikoM
OH YYBCTBOBAJI €€ HOI'M, — CaMO€ CTPAIIHOE B MUPE, XKEH-
CKHe Horu! — Kacajicsi UM ee XXUBOTa, CJIbIILIAJl 3arax CUTLe-
BOI1 100K U KOPTOUKHM, U BCE 3TO MELIAIOCH C LIBETYLIUM ca-
oM u ¢ Kareii; ToMHOe 11OKaHbEe COJTIOBBEB BIAJIU 1 BOJIM3H,
HEMOJIYHOE CJ1aI0CTPACTHO-IPEMOTHOE XKYXKaHUE HECMET-
HBIX TYEeJI, MEIBSHbIN TETUIbIN BO3AYX U aXKe MPOCTOE OlLy-
1IEHWE 3eMJIM T0J, CIMHOI MYYWIO, TOMWJIO KaXkJI0u Ka-
KOT0O-TO CBEPXUEJOBEYECKOro cyacThsl. M BIPYr B eIbHUKE
YTO-TO 3alIypIIATIO, BECEJIO U 37I0PaTHO 3aX0XOTAJI0, IOTOM
I'YJIKO pa3fanoch: «Ky-Ky! Ky-Ky!» — M TaK XYTKO, TaK Bbl-
MYKJIO, TaK OJIN3KO U TaK SIBCTBEHHO, YTO CJIBILLIEH ObUI XpUII
U IpOXaHUE OCTPOTO SI3bIUKa, a XkenaHue Karu u xxenaHue,
TpeboBaHUe, YTOObI OHA BO YTO ObI TO HU CTaJI0 HEMENJIEHHO
Jlajla UMEHHO 3TO CBEPXYEJIOBEYECKOE CYACTHE, OXBATUJIO
TakK HEUCTOBO, YTO MuTH, K KpaiiHeMy yauBjaeHU0 COHbKH,
MOPBIBUCTO BCKOYMJI U OOJIBILIMMU 111araMy 3alliarai Mpoyb.

Bmecrte ¢ 3TUM HEMCTOBBIM XeJlaHWEM, TPeOOBaAaHUEM
CYaCThsl, TTOJ ATOT TYJKUI TOJ0C, BHE3AITHO pa3naBLIAICS C
TaKOM CTPAIIHOM SIBCTBEHHOCTBIO HAaJl CAMOM €0 roJI0BOM B
€JIbHUKE U KaK OyATO 10 IHA pa3Bep3IIMii JOHO BCETO 3TOrO
BECEHHEero Mupa, oH BAPYT BOOOpa3uil, 4YTo MUChMa He Oy-
JIET U HE MOXET ObITh, YTO B MOCKBE YTO-TO CIIYYUJIOCH WU
BOT-BOT CJIYYMTCS 1 YTO OH ITOTUO, IIpornaJt!

XV

B mome oH Ha MUHYTY OCTaHOBMJICS TIepel 3epKajioM B
3aje. «OHa nmpaBa, — MoAyMaJll OH, — TJjla3a y MeHs eCliu U
He BU3aHTUIHCKME, TO, BO BCIKOM cllyyae, cyMaclleallue.
A 3Ta xyno0ba, rpydast U KOCTJsiBast HECKJIaAHOCTb, MpayHas
YIOJIBHOCTh OpOBEi, XecTKas YepHOTa BOJIOC, NEUCTBU-
TEJIbHO MOYTH JIOIIAAUHBIX, KaK cka3ajga CoHbKa?»
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Ho c3agu ero mocibliimaics ObICTPhIA TONOT OOCKIX HOT.
OH cMyTHIICS, OOEPHYJICS.

— BepHo, BIIIOOUIKCH, BCE B 36pKaJIo CMOTPUTECH, — C
JIaCKOBOM LIIYTJIMBOCTBIO cKa3ana Ilapaiia, mpobderass MUMO
C KUISIIIMM CaMOBapoOM B pyKax Ha OaJIKOH.

— Bac mama uckanu, — mpubaBuiIa OHa, C pa3Maxy
CTaBsl caMOBap Ha yOpaHHBIN K 4alo CTOJ U, 00EpHYBIIIKCH,
OBICTPO U 30PKO B3IJIsIHYJ1a HAa MUTIO.

«Bce 3HaloT, Bce goraapiBaioTcs!» — mogyMan Muts u
Yyepes3 CUILY CIIPOCHIL:

— Are oHa?

— Y cebs B KOMHaTe.

ConHue, oboiisi 1oM U yXe Tepexoass Ha 3amagHoe
He00, 3epKaJIbHO 3aIISIABIBAJIO IO COCHBI M TAXTHI, CBOUMU
XBOMHBIMU BETBSIMU OCeHSIBLIME 0aakoH. KycThl 6epeckiie-
Ta 1o HUMU 6JiecTeId TOXe COBCEM MO-JIeTHEMY, CTeKJISTH-
Ho. CTOJI, MOKPBITHII JIETKOM TEHbIO U KOe-TIe KapKUMU
MSITHAMU CBETa, CUSLI CKaTepThio. OChl BUIKUCH HaJ KOP3U-
HOYKOM ¢ OeIbIM XJIe00M, Hazl TpaHEeHO Ba30il C BapeHbEM,
Hajg 4Jaimkamu. M Bcd 3Ta KapTWHA roBOpuja O IIpeKpac-
HOM JEPEBEHCKOM JIETE€ M O TOM, KaK MOXHO OBLJIO ObI OBITh
CYACTJIUBBIM, 0€33a00THBIM. UTOOBI MpeaynpeanuTh BBIXOM
MaMbl, KOTOpasi, KOHEYHO, HE MEHee APYT1MX IIOHUMAET €ro
MOJIOXKEHUE, U YTOOBI TTOKa3aTh, UTO Y HETO BOBCE HET HUKAa-
KMX TSDKKUX TailH Ha myine, MUTS molnea U3 3ajla B KOpH-
JIOp, B KOTOPBI BBIXOAWIN JIBEPU €r0 KOMHAThI, MAMUHOM
U IBYX ApYyTUX, rae jJetoM xkuau AHsI U Kocts. B kopumgope
ObU10 cympauyHo, B KomHaTe Onbru [1eTpoBHBI CUHEBATO.
Bcsg komHaTa Obula TECHO M YIOTHO 3arpoMOXKAeHa Hanubo-
Jiee CTApUHHOI MeOeblo, UMEBIIEHCS B JoMe: IU(pOHbEP-
KaMM, KOMOJaMHM, OOJIbIION IMTOCTEIbI0 U OOXKHUILIEH, ITepen
KOTOPOI1, KaK 0OBIKHOBEHHO, TopeJa jJaMnana, xots Ojbra
IlerpoBHa HUKOrAA HE MPOSBIISLIIAa OCOO0M PETMTUO3HOCTH.
3a OTKPHITHIMU OKHAMM, Ha 3alyIllleHHOM IIBETHUKE IIepe
BXOJIOM B IJIaBHYIO aJljIelo, JiexKalla IIIMpoKasl TeHb, 32 TEHbIO
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Mpa3aHUYHO 3eJieHes U Oesiesl B YIIop OCBellleHHbI can. He
SIS Ha BeCh 3TOT JaBHO MPUBBIYHBIN BUI, OITYCTHB TJ1a3a
B ouKax Ha BsizaHbe, Ojibra IleTpoBHa, KpymHasi U cyxola-
Bas, yepHas U Cepbe3Has COPOKAJICTHSIS XKEHIIIMHA, CUAea
Yy OKHA B KpecJjie ¥ OBICTPO KOBBIPSJIa KPIOYKOM.

— TrI ciipammBana MeHsI, MaMa? — cKasaja MuTs, BXO-
IS 1 OCTaHABJIMBAsICh y TTOPOTa.

— Jla HeT, s IpocTO X0Tena Te0st BUneTh. S Benb Ternepb
MOYTH HUKOTIIA, KpoMe o0ena, He BUXY TeOsl, — OTBEeTUIIa
Onpbra IlerpoBHa, He IpepbIBasi padOTHI U KaK-TO OCOOEH-
HO, HE B ME€PY CIIOKOMHO.

MuTs BCIIoMHUJ, Kak AeBsgToro mMapta Karsa ckazana,
YTO OHA TTIOYEMY-TO OOMTCS €ro MaTepr, BCIIOMHUJI TaitHOE
oyapoBaTeIbHOE 3HaUeHUe, KOTOpOe, HECOMHEHHO, ObLIO B
ee ciioBax... OH HeJIOBKO IIpoOOpMOTal:

— Ho 18I, MOXeET, XOTeJ1a YTO-HUOYIb CKa3aTb MHE?

— Hwuuero, xpoMe TOro, YTo MHe KaxXXeTcsl, YTO Thl
YTO-TO 3acKydaj IlocjegHue aHu, — ckazaja Oibra Ile-
TpoBHa. — MoxeT, mpoexajcsi Obl Kyna-HUOYIb... K Me-
1epCKUM, Harpumep... IlojoH 1oM HeBecT, — npubaBuiia
OHa, YJIBIOasACh, — M BOOOIIE, TTO-MOEMY, OYeHb MUJIAs 1
paayIIHas ceMbsl.

— Kaxk-HuOyap Ha THSIX ¢ IOBOJIBCTBUEM ChE3XY, — C
TpyaoM oTBetun Mutsi. — Ho moiineM 4aii muTh, TaM Tak
XOpouIio Ha OajikoHe... TaM U MOroBOpyMM, — cKa3sajl OH,
OTJIMYHO 3HAas, YTO Mama, II0 CBOEMY ITPOHMIIATCIEHOMY
yMy U 10 CBOEi Cliep>KaHHOCTH, He OyneT 0oJibllie BO3Bpa-
1IAThCS K 3TOMY OeCIoie3HOMY Pa3roBopy.

Ha OankoHe oHUM Mpocuaeard Mo4Tu A0 3akaTa. Mama
rocJie yasi mpojosKajia BI3aTh U TOBOPUTh O COCEIsIX, O
xo3siicTBe, 00 AHe 1 Kocte, — y AHM OIISITh IepeaepKKa B
aBprycte! MuTs ciylan, Imopoio oTBevajl, HO BCe BpeMs MC-
MBITHIBAJ HEYTO MOAOOHOE TOMY, YTO OH UCIIBIThIBAJ MIEpeN
0TBHe300M U3 MOCKBEI, — YTO OIISITh OH KaK OYATO ITbSIH OT
KaKoM-TO TsLKeJIol 600e3HU.
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A BedyepoM OH yaca jJBa 0e30CTAHOBOYHO IUaraa Io
IIOMY B3ad M BIepel, HACKBO3b MPOXOMIsS 3aJl, TOCTUHYIO,
JIUBAaHHYIO U OUOJIMOTEKY, BILUIOTh 10 €€ I0XHOIO0 OKHAa,
OTKpPBITOTO B caji. B okHa 3ajla U TOCTUHOM MSTKO Kpac-
HeJl MeX BETBSIMU COCEH M MUXT 3aKaT, CJAbIIIAIUCH rojioca
U CMeX paOOTHUKOB, COOMPABIIMXCS K YXKMHY BO3JIE JIIOJI-
cKoili. B mpojieT KoMHaT, B OKHO OMOJIMOTEKH, IJIses1a pOB-
Has 1 OecliBeTHasi CMHeBa BeuepHero Heba ¢ HEMOABUXKHOMU
3BE3/I0M HaJ HEW; Ha 3TOW CMHEBE KapTUHHO PHUCOBAJaCh
3eJIeHasl BeplllMHa KJleHa U OeJiM3Ha, KaK Obl 3MMHSIsSI, BCETO
TOTO, YTO LIBEJIO B cady. A OH Ilaraji U 11arai, y>Ke COBCeM
He 3a00TsCh O TOM, KaK OYyIEeT 3TO MCTOJKOBAaHO B JIOME.
3yOBbl ero ObLIM CTUCHYTHI 10 060J11 B FOJIOBE.

XVI

C 3TOTO0 IHS OH TepecTal CJAEAUTDb 32 BCEMU TEMU Tiepe-
MeHaMH, YTO COBEpIlaJo BOKPYT HETO HacTymalollee JeTo.
OH BUIEN U Jaxe YYBCTBOBAI UX, 9TU MepeMeHbl, HO OHU
MOTePSIIN JJ1s1 HETO CBOIO CAMOCTOSITEIbHYIO LIEHHOCTh, OH
HacJaxaaucsd UMU TOJbKO MyYUTEJIbHO: YeM ObLIO JIy4llle,
TeM My4uTeJbHee OblIo eMy. KaTs crana y:ke MCTUHHBIM
HaBaxzaeHueM; KaTs Obu1a Tenepb BO BCEM 1 32 BCEM YKe 10
HEJIETIOCTU, a TaK KaK BCSIKWI HOBBIN NEHb BCE CTpalllHEe
MTOATBEPKIAJ, UTO OHA IIJIST HeTO, 1T MUTH, yKe He CyIIle-
CTBYET, UTO OHA yXX€ B UbE-TO Uy>XOM BJIACTH, OTAAET KO-
MY-TO ApPYromy ce0si U CBOIO JII0OOBb, BCELIETIO0 JOKEHCTBY-
IOLIYI0 MpUHaIIexXaTb eMy, MuUTe, TO U BCe B MUPE CTajlo
Ka3aThCsl HEHYKHbIM, MYYUTEIbHBIM U TeM 00jiee HEHYX-
HBIM YU MYYUTEJIbHBIM, YeM 00Jiee OHO ObLIO IIPEKPacHO.

ITo HouaM oH mouTtu He crnaj. [IpenecTb 3TUX JTYHHBIX
Houeit Obl1a HecpaBHEHHA. THUX0-TUXO CTOSUT HOUHOM MJIey-
HBIN cam. OCTOPOXHO, M3HEMOTasl OT HETH, TIeIM HOYHBIE
COJIOBbM, COCTA3adCh IPYT C IPYTOM B CJIAIOCTU U TOHKOCTH
MeceH, B X YUCTOTE, TIIATEIbHOCTU, 3ByYHOCTU. U Tuxas,
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HeXKHasl, COBCeM OJsielHasl JyHa HU3KO CTOsIa Haj CaloM,
¥ HEM3MEHHO COIYTCTBOBAJIA i1 MeJIKasl, HeCKa3aHHO TIpe-
JIeCTHasl 3bI0b roJIy0OBaThIX 00/1aKOB. MUTSI criajl ¢ He3aHa-
BEIICHHbIMU OKHAMU, U Cajl U JIyHa BCIO HOYb CMOTpPEJIU B
Hux. M BcsIkuil pa3 Kak OH OTKpbIBAJI TJ1a3a U B3IJIsIIbIBaJ
Ha JIyHY, OH TOTYAaC e MbICJIEHHO MTPOU3HOCUJI, KaK Ofiep-
XKuMbIi: «KaTs» — M ¢ TaKUM BOCTOPIoM, C TaKoi O0JIbIO,
YTO €My CaMOMY CTaHOBWJIOCh TUKO: YeM, B CaMOM JieJie,
Morja HanmoMHUTh eMy Kario jiyHa, a Beib HallOMHMJIA
K€, HAalTOMHMJIA YeM-TO U, YTO BCETO YIUBUTEIbHEE, JaXe
YeM-TO 3pUTeIbHbIM! A MOPOIO OH MPOCTO HUYETO HE BU-
JIen: xenaHue Katu, BOCmOMMHAHUS O TOM, YTO OBLJIO Me-
K1y HUMU B MOCKBe, OXBaTbIBaJld €ro ¢ TAKOW CUJION, UTO
OH BECh IPOXajl JUXOPaJOYHOU APOXKbIO U Mojna bora —
U, YBbI, BCEINla HAIlpaCHO! — YBUIETh €€ BMeCTe ¢ co0oii,
BOT Ha 3TOM IMOCTeNU, XOTb BO cHe. OgHaXIbl 3UMOI OH
6b1 ¢ Hell B bosbiom teatpe Ha «Paycte» ¢ COOMHOBBIM
u [MansnuaeiM. IToueMy-ToO B 3TOT Beyep BCe Ka3aJloch EMY
0COOEHHO BOCXUTUTEIbHBIM: U CBETJIAs, YK€ 3HOMHAS U Y-
IIKCTask OT MHOTOJIIONCTBA Oe3aHa, 3UsBIIAs MO HUMU, U
KpacHO-0apxaTHbI€, C 30JJI0TOM, 3TaXU JIOXK, TePeTrOoTHEH-
Hble OJIECTSINMMU HapsiiaMU, W KEMUY>XKHOE CUSIHUE Hal
9TOI 0€3MHOM I'MraHTCKOM JIIOCTPHI, U JIBIOIIMECS AajeKo
BHM3Y MOl MaxaHbe KarejabMelicTepa 3ByKM YBEPTIOPHI, TO
rpeMsilKe, TbIBOJIbCKUE, TO OECKOHEUHO HEXXHbIE U IPYCT-
Hble: «2Km-6b11 B Pysie 1oOphIit KOposb...» [IpoBoaus mo-
cJie BTOTO CIeKTaKJIsl, [0 KPEIKOMY MOPO3Y JIYHHOI HOYH,
Katio Ha KucnoBky, Muts oco6eHHO IO3THO 3aCHUIENICS Y
Hee, 0COOEHHO U3HEMOT OT MOLIEyeB U YHEC ¢ cOOOM 1e-
KOBYIO JIeHTy, KoTopoii KaTs 3aBsi3biBajia cebe Ha HOYb
Kocy. Terneps, B 3T My4YuTeIbHbIE MaliCK€ HOYM, OH J0-
11IeJ1 10 TOro, YTO HE MOT IyMaTh 0€3 colporaHus aaxe o0
9TOM JIEHTE, JieXXaBIlIel B €ro MMCbMEHHOM CTOJIE.

A ITHEM OH CITaJl, TOTOM Ye3XKajl BEpXOM B TO CeJ0, TIe
OBIJ1a 3KeJIe3HOJOPOKHAS CTaHIMS U MmodTa. JJHM mpomosi-
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Xaiu cTtodaTh moroxue. Ilepenagany moxnau, mpobderaiu
rpo3bl W JIUBHU, U OISTh CUSJIO XKapKoe COJIHIIE, Helpe-
CTaHHO TBOPUBIIIEE CBOIO CHELIHYIO paboTy B cajgax, MoJjsx
u jecax. Can oTUBETasl, OCBIMAJCS, HO 3aTO MPOIOJIKAI
OyifHO TyCTeTb U TeMHeTb. JIeca TOHYIU YK€ B HECMETHBIX
1IBETax, B BBICOKMX TPaBax, U 3By4YHas IJyOMHA UX HEMOJIY-
HO 3BaJia B CBOM 3€JIEHbIE HEepa COJOBbSIMU U KYKYIIIKAMM.
Ve ucuesa Harora roJjieii — ux CIUIOLIb MOKPbLIA Pa3HO-
o0pa3Ho OoraTble Bcxoabl xJae060B. U MuUTS no 1ebIM JHAM
nponaaai B 3TUX Jiecax 1 MoJisX.

CMILKOM CTBIAHO CTaJIO €My TOpYaTh Kaxa0e yTpo Ha
0aJIKOHE WM Cpeau ABopa B O€CILIOAHOM OXKMIAHUU IIPUE3-
Jla ¢ TOYThI CTApOCThI WK paboTHUKA. JIa U He Bcerna OblIo
BpEMs Y CTapOCThl U Y pAOOTHUKOB €3[IUTh 32 BOCEMb BEPCT
3a ImycTsakamu. M1 BOT OH cTall €30UTh Ha Iouty caM. Ho u
caM OH HEeM3MEHHO BO3Bpallajicsl TOMOU ¢ OAHUM HOMe-
POM OpPJIOBCKOM razeThl wiv mucbMoM AHu, Koctu. I Myku
€ro CTaJiu JOCTUraTh yXe KpaliHero npeaesa. IToJs u neca,
10 KOTOPBIM €XaJl OH, TaK IOJAaBJISJIM €T0 CBOEN KpacoToOM,
CBOMM CYaCThEM, UYTO OH CTaJl YyBCTBOBATh IJIe-TO B IPyIU
00JIb Jaxe TeJIeCHYIO.

Pa3, nmepen BeuepoMm, OH exaj ¢ MOYTHI Yepe3 MyCTYIo
COCENICKYI0 ycaab0y, CTOSIBIIYIO B CTAPOM MapKe, KOTOPbIA
CIIUBAJICS C OKPYXXaBIIUM ero 6epe3oBbiM jiecoM. OH exai
Mo TabeJIbHOMY MPOCMEKTY, KaK Ha3bIBAJIM MYXWKH TJIaB-
HYIO ajIelo 3Tol ycanbObl. Ee cocTtaBisuiv ABa psiga orpoM-
HBIX YEPHBIX eyeil. BenukonenHo-MpauHasi, IIMpoKasi, BCs
MOKPBITasi TOJCTBIM CJIOEM PbIKEH CKOJIb3KOW XBOM, OHa
BeJla K CTApUHHOMY JIOMY, CTOSIBIIEMY B CaMOM KOHILIE €€
kopugopa. KpacHblil, cyxoil © CIOKOMHBINA CBET COJHIIA,
OITYCKaBIIIETOCS CJIeBa 3a MapKOM U JIECOM, HAUCKOCh 03a-
pST MEXTY CTBOJIAMU HU3 3TOTO KOpUAOpa, OJecTes Mo ero
XBOWHOU 3o0sioTUCTOM HacTuiike. Y Takas 3ayapoBaHHas
TULIMHA LIapuyia KPYTOM, — TOJIbKO OJHU COJIOBbY I'PEMENTU
U3 KOHIIAa B KOHEIl Nlapka, — TakK CJIaJKO TMaxJio U eJIsIMU U
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JKaCMUHOM, KYCThI KOTOPOTO OTOBCIOAY OOCTYITAJIA IOM, U
TAaKO€ BEJIMKOE — Yhe-TO YyKO€E, JaBHEE — CYACThE MOYYB-
CTBOBaJIOCh MUTE BO BCEM 3TOM U TaK CTPALIHO SIBCTBEHHO
BIPYT MpeACTaBUJIACh eMy Ha OTPOMHOM BETXOM OaJIKOHE,
cpeay KycToB xxacMuHa, Karg B o6pase ero Moioaoi XXeHbl,
YTO OH CaM OIIYTWI, KaK CMepTeabHAas GJIEMHOCTD CTSATMBA-
€T ero JIMLO, ¥ TBEPIO cKa3ajl BCIYX, Ha BCIO aJlIElO;

— Ecnu depe3 Hemeno muchMa He OymeT, — 3acTpe-
JIIOCh!

XVII

Ha apyroii neHb oH BcTan odyeHb no3aHo. [ociae obena
OH cHjIell Ha GaJIKOHe, IepKall Ha KOJEHSIX KHUTY, TIISieN
Ha CTpaHMIIBI, IIOKPHITHIE TTeYaThio, U Tymo ayMain: «Exatb
WJIM HET HAa TIoUTY?»

bb1n0 xapko, 6enble 6a00UKU apaMy BUWIMCh APYT 3a
JIPpYroM Haj ropsiyeii TpaBoii, Hal CTEKJISIHHO OJIECTeBLINM
6epeckieroM. OH cnenui 3a 6a00UYKaMU U OMSITh CIIpaIlIy-
BaJ cebs: «ExaTb uiau pazomM 060pBaTh 3TU NOCTBIIHBIE TTO-
e3I0Ku?»

W3-mion ropel, B BOpOTax, MOKAa3aJCsd BepXOM Ha Xe-
pebue crapocra. CtapocTa ITOCMOTpea Ha OajlKOH U I10-
exaJs npsiMo Ha Hero. [TogbexaB, OH OCTaAaHOBUJI JIOLIAAb U
cKazal:

— JHo0bporo yrpa! Bce unrtaere?

M ycMexHyIIcsl, OTJISTHYJICSI KPYTOM.

— Mamama cisaT? — cnpocuiI OH HETPOMKO.

— Jymaio, 9to cniut, — oTBeTWA MuUTs. — A 410?

CrapocTa moMoJj4yai U BAPYT CEPbe3HO CKa3al:

— Yto Xk, 6apuyK, KHMXKKaA XOpollla, Ja Ha BCe BpeMs
Hago 3HaTh. YTO K BBl MOHaxXOM-To XuBete? Ait Majo 6a0,
JIeBOK?

MuTs He 0TO3BaJICSl M OMTYCTUJI IJ1a3a B KHUTY.

— TolI roe ObLT? — CIPOCUIT OH, HE TISIIS.
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— bb1 Ha ourte, — ckaszan crapocta. — M, KOHEUHO,
MKCeM HUKAKUX TaM HEeTYy, KpOME OIHOI ra3eTKu.

— TloueMy xe «<KOHEeUHO»?

— IloTomy uTO, 3HAYMUT, ellle MULIYT, He NOMUCAIH, —
OTBETUJI CTapOCTa TPy0O M HACMEIILIMBO, OOVDKEHHBIN TEM,
yTO0 MUTS He TTomaepkat ero pasroopa. — [loxainyiite mo-
JIy4UTh, — CKa3all OH, NpOTsAruBasg Mute ra3eTky, u, Tpo-
HYB JIOIIAIb, TTOeXaJl TIPOYb.

«3actpenoch!» — nogyman MuUTs TBEpIO, TSI B KHU-
Iy U HUYETO He BUSL.

XVIII

MuTs 1 caM HE MOT He TTOHUMAaTb, YTO HEJb351 U BOOO-
pa3uTh cedbe HUYero 0oJiee TUKOTO, KaK 3TO: 3aCTPEIUThCS,
pa3apoOuTh cede yeper, cpazy 00opBaTh OMEHUE KPEIIKOro
MOJIOZOTO ceplia, 000pBaTh MbIC/Ib U YYBCTBO, OIJIOXHYTb,
OCJIETTHYTb, UCYE3HYTh U3 TOTO HECKa3aHHO MPEKPacHOro
MMPa, KOTOPBIN TOJBKO TeNeph BIIEPBbIE BECh OTKPBLICS T1e-
pea HUM, MTHOBEHHO 1 HaBEKH JIMIIUTHCSI BCSIKOTO Y4acTust
B TOI camoil Xu3Hu, rae Karg u HacTynaioliee JieTo, rae
Hebo, 001aKa, COHIIEe, TeIUIbI BeTep, X1e0a B MOJISIX, cea,
JIepeBHU, NeBKU, Mama, ycanbba, AHs, Kocts, ctuxu B cra-
DBIX XypHasax, a rae-to TaMm — CeBacToroJib, baitnapckue
BOpOTAa, CUPEHEBbIE 3HOMHBIE TOPBI B COCHOBBIX M OYKOBBIX
Jiecax, oclIemuTesIbHO Oeyloe, IyliHoe 1Iocce, caabl JIuBa-
IUU U AJTYTIKW, PAaCKaJICHHBIN MECOK Y CHUSIIOIIEro MOps,
3aropeJible 1eTH, 3aropesible Kynaabliulibl — 1 onsITh KaTs,
B 0€JI0M I1aThe, Mo 6e1bIM 30HTUKOM, CUSILAs Ha TajibKe
Yy CaMBIX BOJIH, CJICTISIIMX CBOUM OJIECKOM, BBI3bIBAIOIINX
HEBOJIbHYIO YJIBIOKY O€CITPUUMHHOIO CYACThSI. ..

OH 3TO MOHUMAaJI, HO YTO e ObLIo nejath? Kak u Kyna
BBIPBAThCS M3 TOTO 3aKOJIOBAHHOTO Kpyra, The ObUIO TeM
My4JuTeJbHee, TeM HecTeprrMee, yeM ObL1o Jydie? MMeH-
HO 3TO-TO 1 OBLIO HEIMMOCWJIBHO — TO CAMOE€ CYaCThe, KOTO-
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PBIM TOJABJISIJI €70 MUP U KOTOPOMY HEIOCTABAJIO0 YETO-TO
CaMOT0 HYXKHOTO.

Bort oH nipockinacst yrpom, 1 repBoe, UTO YAapsIo eMy
B [J1a3a, ObLIO PAafOCTHOE COJIHLE, IIEPBOE, YTO OH CJIbILLAT,
ObUT PaJOCTHBIN, 3HAKOMBII C JETCTBA TPE3BOH JEPEBEH-
CKOI LIEpKBM — TaM, 32 POCUCTbIM, MOJHBIM TEHU U OJie-
CKa, MTUILL U LIBETOB CalOM; PAAOCTHbI, MWJIbl ObLIN Maxe
JKeJITeHbKMEe 000U Ha CTeHaX, BCe T€ Xe, UYTO XeNTelau u
B ero gerctBe. Ho ToTyac xe, BOCTOProM M y>KacoMm, BCIO
Iyiry mpoH3aia Mbicib: Kats! YTpeHHee conHile 61ucTano
€€ MOJIOAIOCThIO, CBEXECTh caja Oblia ee CBEXKECThIO, BCE TO
BECEJIOE, UTPUBOE, YTO OBbLIO B TPE3BOHE KOJIOKOJIOB, TOXE
UTpajo KpacoTou, U3SIIeCTBOM ee 00pasa, NeJ0BCKUE 000U
TpeboBaIM, YTOOBI OHA pa3neiuia ¢ MuTeit BCIo Ty pOIHYIO
JIEPEBEHCKYIO CTApUHY, TY XW3Hb, B KOTOPOW XWJIU U YMU-
pajiv 31eCh, B 3TOU ycanbbe, B 3TOM IOME, €TI0 OTLIbI U Ie/bI.
M Murtg otbpachiBaj poyb OAes10, BCKAKUBAI C TOCTEIU
B OOHOI pyOalllKe, C paCKPHITHIM BOPOTOM, JJIMHHOHOTUIA,
XyIIO#, HO BCE Xe KPEeINKUit, MOJIOJIO0M, TeTJIbIiA CO CHA, Obl-
CTPO BBIABUTAJ SIIMK MMCbMEHHOTO CTOJIa, XBaTajl 3aBET-
Hylo (oTorpacrueckyo KapTouky W BIlajajl B CTOJOHSIK,
>KaTHO U BOIIPOCUTENIBHO TJIsIAs Ha Hee. Bes mpeiecTh, Bes
rpauusi, Bce TO HEM3bSICHUMOE, CUSIOIee U 30BYLIEE, UTO
€CTh B J€BUYBEM, B XKEHCKOM, BC€ ObLJIO B 3TOW HEMHOIO
3MEWHOU TOJIOBKE, B €€ MPUYECKE, B €€ YyTh BBI3bIBAIOIIEM
1 BMECTE ¢ TeM HEBUHHOM B3ope! Ho 3aragouyHo u ¢ Heco-
KPYIIMMbIM BeceJIbIM 0€3MOJIBUEM CHSIT 3TOT B30p — U Tae
ObUIO B3SIThb CWJI IEPEHECTU €T0, TAKOW OMM3KMI U TaKOW
JIajieKuid, a Ternepb, MOXET ObITh, Jake U HaBEKU UYyXKOM,
OTKPBIBIIMI TaKOE HECKA3aHHOE CYACThE XWUTh U TaK Oec-
CTBIITHO Y CTPAITHO OOMaHYBIINii?

B ToT Beuep, Korna oH exai ¢ rmoutsl yepe3 [llaxoBckoe,
yepes 9Ty CTAPUHHYIO MYCTYIO ycaah0y ¢ YepHOIA eJ10BOM ai-
Jieeil, OH 0YeHb TOUHO BbIPA3UJl CBOUM HEOXUAAHHBIM Jaxe
JJISI caMOro ceds1 BOCKJIMLIAHMEM TO KpaiiHee MU3HEMOXe-
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HUE, KOTOPOro oH AocTUr. CTos Moa OKHOM MOYTHI, IS
C cemia, Kak Mmourapb HalipacHO POETCS B Kyde Ta3eT U TH-
CeM, OH YyCJIbIXaJl C3aIM ce0sl IyM MOAXOSIIEro K CTaHIIUU
MO€E3[1a, ¥ 3TOT IIYM U 3arax MapoBO3HOTO IbIMA MOTPSIC ETO
cyacTtbeM BocrioMuHaHusl o Kypckom Bok3ajie u BooOliie o
Mockse. Emyuu no ceny ¢ ouThl, B Kax10 Wayliei Brepe-
IIA IEBKE HEOOJIBILIOTO POCTa, B IBUXXEHUHU €€ Oelep OH C UC-
Myrom JioBuj 4yTto-To KatnHo. B 1oJjie oH BCTpeTus1 4blo-Ty
TPOKMKY, — B TapaHTace, KOTOPbIN IIIMOKO Hecla OHa, MEJIbK-
HYJIU [IBE€ LUISITIKY, OOHA ICBAYbS, U OH UyTh HE BCKPUKHYJI:
«Karts!» Besble LBeTbl Ha MexXe MTHOBEHHO CBSI3bIBAIMCH C
MBICJIBIO O €€ OeJibIX MepyaTkax, CHHUE MEABEXbU YIIIKU —
C LIBETOM €€ Byasu... A KOIJa OH, TPy 3aXOSIIEM COJIHIIE,
Bbe3xKai B lllaxoBckoe, cyxoii M clTagKMii 3aI1ax ejieil M poc-
KOIIHBIN 3aIax >KaCMUHA JajJy €My TaKOoe OCTPOE YyBCTBO
JieTa U Ybei-TO CTapUHHOU JIeTHEl XKU3HU B 3TOI OoraToi
U IIpeKpacHoil ycaanbe, 4To, B3MJITHYB Ha KPaCHO-30J10TOM
BEUYEPHUII CBET B ajIjiee, Ha JIOM, CTOSIBIIUI B ee TJIyOuHE, B
Beueperllel TeHU, OH BAPYT yBuaen Kario, cxoausIiyio, BO
BCEM PaCILIBETE XXEHCKOW MpeJiecT, ¢ OAJIKOHA B call, IOYTU
COBEPIIECHHO TaK Xe SBCTBEHHO, KaK BUAE IOM U KACMUH.
VY3xe n1aBHO yTepsul OH >KM3HEHHOE MpeICTaBIeHE O Hel, U
YK€ SBJIsJIach OHA €My C KaXIbIM THEM BCEe HEOObIYHEE, BCE
npeoOpaxkeHHee, — B 3TOT XK€ Beuep ee MpeodpaKkeHue 10-
CTUTJIO TaKOM CUJIbI, TAKOW TOPXKECTBYIOLIEH MOOETHOCTH,
yT0 MuTs yKacHyJIcs ele 0oJjiee, YeM B TOT IOJIIeHb, Koraa
BHE3AITHO 3aKyKOBaJIa HaJl HUM KyKYIIIKa.

XIX

M on nepecran e3nuTh Ha ITOYTY, 3acTaBuj ce0sT 000-
pBaTh 3TU MOE3AKN OTYASTHHBIM, KPAHUM YCUJIMEM BOJIU.
Ilepecran u cam nucathb. Beap Bce yxe ObLJ10 UCTTPOOOBAHO,
BCE HAIlMCAaHO: U HEUCTOBbLIE YBEpPEHUsSI B CBOeil J100OBHU,
TaKOM, KaKoil ellle He ObIBAJIO Ha 3eMJIe, 1 YHU3UTEIbHbIC
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MOJIBOBI O €€ JTIIOOBU UJIU XOTSI OBl O «ApYk0e», 1 6eccoBeCT-
HbIe BBIAYMKM, YTO OH OOJIEH, YTO OH IHUIIIET, JieXa B I10-
CTeJI, — C LIeJIbIO BBI3BATh K Ce0E XOTh XKaJIOCTh, XOTh Ka-
Koe-HuOyIb BHUMaHUe, — U JaXe yrpoxarollre HaMeKH Ha
TO, YTO €MY OCTaHEeTCsI, KaxXeTcsl, OOHO: 130aBuTh Katio n
CBOUX «00J1ee CUACTIMBBIX COMEPHUKOB» OT CBOETO MPUCYT-
cTBUs Ha 3emiie. M, mepecTaB mucaTh 1 IOMOTaThCSI OTBETA,
BCEMM CUJIaMU 3acTaBlisid cebsl He XJaTb HU4Yero (a Bce-
TaKy BTaliHE HAAEsCh, YTO MMCHMO MPUAET UMEHHO TOIa,
Korma uiad obMaHellb cyIb0y, OYeHb XOPOIIO MPUKUHYB-
IIKXCh PABHOAYLIHBIM, WU KOTJAa B CAaMOM Jiejie TOObeIlbCs
pPaBHOOYILMSI), BCSIUECKU CcTapasich He nymaTh o Kare, Bcsi-
YeCKHM UIIIa CIIACEHUS OT Hee, OH OIISITh CTaJl YUTATh UTO TTO],
PYKY TONaaercs, €3IUTh CO CTAPOCTOM MO XO3SIMCTBEHHBIM
JeJlaM B COCeHME cella U BHYTpeHHe 0e3 ycTaau TBEPAUTD
cebe: «Bce paBHO, ITycTh OyaeT 4To OymeT!»

W BoT ogHaxIbl BO3BpallaJUCh OHU CO CTApOCTOM C
XyTopa, exajii Ha OeryHKax M, KaK Bcerga, mubko. O6a cu-
JeJId BEpXOM, CTapoCTa BIepeaun, — OH TpaBuj, — a Murs
c3aau, 1 00a MoACcKaKMBaJIu OT TOMYKOB, 0coOOeHHO MuTH,
KOTOPBIM KpEemKo IepxXKajics 3a MOAYIIKY U TJsAel TO B
KpacHBIH 3aThIJIOK CTAPOCTHI, TO HA MIPhITAIOLIME Mepe IJ1a-
3aMu 110J1s1. [Toabeskast K JoMy, CTapoCTa OIYCTUIT BOXKIKU,
roexaJ I1arom, cTaj BepTeTb LIMTapKy U, YXMbUISISICh B pa3-
BEPHYTHIN KUCET, CKa3aJ:

— Bor Bl TOrma, 6apuyyk, oOuaearuch Ha MeHsI, a II0Ha-
npacHy. Pa3se s1 He mpaBay BaM roBopuii? KHukka xopoiiia,
OTYETO U He TIOYMTATh Ha TYJISTHKAX, Ja Beb OHA He YHIeT,
Ha Bce BpeMsI HaJlO 3HATh.

MuTs BCIIBIXHYJI M HEOXXUIAHHO JIJISI CAMOTO ce0s1 OTBe-
TUJI C IPUTBOPHOM MPOCTOTOMN 1 HEJIOBKOM YCMEIIIKOM:

— Jla HUKOTO UTO-TO HETY Ha MpUMETE...

— Kak tak? — ckazan crapocra. — CKoybKO 0a0, 1eBOK!

— JleBKU TOJBKO MaHST, — OTBeTWI MUTS, cTapasich
TOBOPUTH B TOH cTapocTe. — Ha neBoK Hazmexxna rioxasl.
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— He MaHaT, a oOpaleHbs Bbl HE 3HaeTe, — cKas3al
CTapocTa yXe HacTaBUTEIbHO. — W omsTh Xe CKYMUTECH.
A cyxas JIoXXKa poT AepeT.

— Huuero OBl S He cTaJl CKYIIUTBCS, Oyab I€JI0 MyTHOE
U BEPHOE, — OTBETUJI BAPYT MUTS OECCTBLIHO.

— A He cTaHeTe, Bce M OyAeT B JydllleM BUIe, — CKa-
3aJ1 CTapoCTa, 3aKypuBasi, U MPOJ0JIKal KaK Obl HECKOJIBKO
001XKeHHO: — MHe He 1IeJIKOBbBIN, He TToIapoK Balll 10PoT, a
MHE XOYETCS YIOBOJBCTBUE BaM cAenaTh. [ IsIHyY, TJISHY: CKy-
yaeT 6apuyk! Het, gymalo, 3Toro aeja Hellb3sl TaK OCTaBUTh.
S cBouMx rocnof 3aBceraa 6epy B pacueT. S BOT y Bac BTOpoit
roJl XXMBY, a HU OT Bac, HU OT OapbIHU, cjiaBa OOTY, MJIOXOro
clioBa He ciibixajl. JIpyrum, K mpumMepy, 4To 6apcKasi CKOTHU -
Ha? CpITa — XOpOUIO, HET — YepT C Heil. A y MEHSI TOTO HeT.
MHe ckoTuHa Jopoxke Bcero. S u pedsiTaM roBOpIo: MHE KakK
XoueTe, a YTOObl y MEeHsI CKOTHHA ChITa ObLia!

MuTts yXxe crtaj AymMaTb, 4YTO CTapOCTa BBINMBIIW, HO
cTapocTa BIPYTI COpOCHJI OOMXXEHHO-3aayIIeBHBIM TOH U
cKasaJjl, BOIPOCUTEbHO B3IJISIHYB HA MUTIO yepes I11evo:

— Jla Bot uero ayuiie AneHka? babeHka ssmoBUTasT, MO-
JIOJEHbKasl, MyX Ha Il1axTaX... TOJIbKO U €ii, KOHEUHO, Ha/lo
Kakoi-HuOyab mycTsk cyHyTb. Hy, uctparure, ckaxem, Ha
BCe Ipo Bce aTepKy. LleaKkoBkIit, cKaxeM, eil Ha yrollleHbe,
nBa — Ha pyku. Hy, MHe Ha Ta0a4yuIlIKO CKOJIbKO-HUOYIb...

— 3a 3TUM JeJ10 He CTaHeT, — OTBEeTWJI MWUTs, ONsiTh
MPOTHUB BOIU. — TOJIBKO PO KaKyio AJIEHKY Thl TOBOPUIIL?

— TloHsTHO, TIPO IECHUKOBY, — CKasajl cTapocTa. —
Ja aii Bbl ee He 3HaeTe? HeBecTka HOBOTO JiecHUKA. Bbl
ee, IyMaeTcs, B MPOIILIOe BOCKPECEHBE B LIEPKBU BUJIEIIU. ..
S Torpa mpsiMo e TIoyMaJll: BOT Obl HallleMy O0apuyKy B ca-
MbIii pa3! Bcero BTopoii roa 3aMmyxeM, XOOUT YUCTO...

— Hy u uyto xe, — oTBeTs1 MUTS, ycMexasich, — HY
BOT U YCTPOM.

— Torna s, 3Ha4uT, OyAy cTapaThcsl, — CKa3all cCTapo-
cTa, 6epsich 3a BOXCKU. — SI, 3HAUMT, Ha IHSIX MOIBITAIO €e.
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A BbI U CaMU TIOKa He ApeMuTe. 3aBTpa OHA y Hac ¢ IeBKaMu
BaJl B caJly OIPaBJISITh OYAET, BOT Bbl M MIPUXOJUTE B Cafl...
A KHITXKa 3Ta HUKOTIA He YHIeT, aBoch ele B MocKBe Ha-
YUTAETECh...

W Ttponyn yolaab, U JPOXKU OISITh 3aTPSICIUCh U 3a-
npbiraau. MUTSI KPEIKo AepKajcs 3a MOAYLIKY U, CTapasich
He MISIAETh Ha KPACHYIO TOJICTYIO IS0 CTAPOCTHI, CMOTPEN
BIaJTb, Yepe3 IePeBhbsI CBOCTO caja M JIO3WHBI IEPEBHU, Jie-
JKaBIIE Ha cKaTe K peKe, K pedHbIM JyraM. YTo-To AuKo
HEOXUIAHHOE, HeJIeloe U BMeCTe C TEM TaKOoe, OTUEro 1o
BCEMY TeJIy ITPOXOIUIIO 3HOOSIIIee TOMJICHHE, OBIIO YKe Ha-
MOJIOBMHY clieslaHo. U yxKe KaK-To Mo-UHOMY, YeM IIpekie,
TOpYalia iepe HUM M3-3a BepILIMH cajia 1 6J1ecTeia KpecToM
B IIpeJBEUEPHEM COJIHIIE C IETCTBA 3HAKOMasl KOJIOKOJIbHSI.

XX

HeBku 3a Xxyno0y 3Bajii MuUTIO 60p3bIM, OH ObLIT U3 TOM
MOPO/IbI JTIOJEN C YEPHBIMU, KaK Obl TOCTOSIHHO PaCIIUPEH -
HBIMU TJIa3aMU, Y KOTOPBIX MMOUTU HE PaCTyT jJaxe B 3pe-
JIbIE TOZIbl HU YCBI, HU 00pOo/ia, — KYypYaBUTCS TOJIBKO HEUTO
penakoe u xectkoe. OmHaKoO Ha JpYroil eHb Iociie pa3ro-
BOpa CO CTApOCTOI OH C yTpa MOOPUJICS U HaJea XKeATYIO
IIEJIKOBYIO PyOaIlKy, CTPAHHO U KPACUBO OCBETUBIIIYIO €TI0
U3MOXJIEHHOE U KaK Obl BIOXHOBEHHOE JIULIO.

B onuHHanmaTom yacy oH MeUIEHHO, CTapasich MpUIaTh
cebe HEMHOTIO CKYYallllWii, OT HeYero aejiaTh TyJIsSIoIINiA
BUJI, MOILIEN B Ca/l.

Bhiiesn oH ¢ rjaBHOro Kpbuiblia, oOpallleHHOro Ha
ceep. Ha ceBepe, Han KpblllaMu KapeTHOTO capasi U CKOT-
HOTO IBOPA U HaJ TOW 4acThlO caja, U3-3a KOTOPOUl Bcerna
[JIS7e1a KOJOKOJbHS, CTOsla acnuaHas MyThb. Jla u Bce
ObUIO TYCKJIO, B BO3IyXe Mapujo W Maxjo U3 TPyObl Jro/-
CKOil. MuUTS MoBepHYJ 3a AOM W HaIpaBUJICS K JIMITOBOM
ajjiee, IISIAs Ha BEpIIMHEBI cana 1 Ha He6o. M3-noa Heoripe-
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JIEJIEHHBIX TY4, 3aXOMSIIUX 32 CaJIOM, C IOrO-BOCTOKA, JyJIO
cl1abbiM ropsguuM BeTpoM. TITuilbl He Menu, naxe col0BbU
MoJiyaian. OJHU MmYesibl BO MHOXECTBe 0€33ByUHO HECINCh
4yepes call Co B3STKU.

JeBku, morpanisisi Baj, paboTajiu OISTh BO3JIE €lb-
HUWKAa, 3a/IeJIbIBAJIM B BaJly POTONTAHHBIE CKOTUHOWM J1a3bl,
3aBAIMBAIA UX 3EMJIEN U TTapHBIM, TPUSATHO-BOHIOUMM Ha-
BO30M, KOTOPbI paOOTHUKM OT BpeMEHU 10 BpeMEeH! MO/l -
BO3WJIM CO CKOTHOTO IBOpA YEPE3 aJlIet0, — ajuies BCs Obuia
ycesiHa BJIaXKHBIMU U OJIECTSIIIMMU IIMOTaMU. JIeBOK OBLIO
wTyK mectb. COHbKU yXe He ObLIo, — ee TaKu MpocBaTa-
JIU, U TEIIepb OHA CUJIeJIa IOMa, KOE-UTO TOTOBS K CBaJb0e.
Bb110 HECKOJIBKO COBCEM ellle XUIEHbKUX JEBUOHOK, ObLiia
TOJICTasl, MUJIOBUAHAsT AHIOTKa, Obuta Iamika, crabiuas
Kak OyITO ellie CypoBee W MYXeCTBeHHee, — U AJICHKa.
M Muts cpasdy yBulesl ee cpeau IepeBbeB, cpa3y MOHSI,
YTO 3TO OHA, XOTS MPEXJ/E HUKOTAA HE BUIIAJI €€, U €T0, KakK
MOJIHUS, TIOPa3UJIO HEXAAHHO U PE3KO yAapuBILIEe eMy B
IJ1a3a 4YTo-To o0lliee, YTO ObLIO, — WJIX TOJIBKO MOUYAUIOCH
eMmy, — B AneHke ¢ Karteil. D10 ObLUIO TaK yOIUBUTEIHHO,
YTO OH Jaxke MPUOCTAHOBWJICSI, Ha MUT oTopomnen. [Totom
PEIIMTETBHO TOIIIEJ MPSIMO Ha HEE, HE CITycKasl C Hee IJIa3.

Ona ObllIa TOXe HeBeluka, noaBukHa. HecmoTpst Ha
TO YTO OHA IIPMIILIA Ha TPSA3HYIO padoTy, oHA ObLIa B XO-
pollIeHbKOM (6e10i1 ¢ KpacHBIMU KpallMHKaMu) CUTLIEBOM
Ko(dTe, MOAMOsICAHHON YEPHBIM JJAKMPOBAHHBIM TOSICOM, B
TaKoil e 100Ke, B pO30BOM IIIEJIKOBOM IIJIaTOUYKE, B Kpac-
HBIX LHIEPCTSAHBIX YYJIKaX U B YEPHBIX MATKUX YYHSIX, B KO-
TOpbIX (MM, BEpHEe, BO BCeil ee MaJeHbKOM JIETKOI HOTre)
OBLIO OMSITh-TaKU YTO-TO KaTuHO, TO ecTh XeHCKoe, CMe-
IIaHHOE C YeM-To AeTcKuM. W rojoBka y Hee ObLia HeBe-
JIMKa U TeMHbIE I71a3a CTOSIIM U CUSIIA MOUYTH TaK Xe, Kak
y Katn. Korna Mutsg nmoaxonwi, oHa ogHa He paboTaia,
KakK OBl YYBCTBYSI CBOIO HEKYIO OCOO€HHOCTh CpelIy IIPOYUX,
CTOsIa Ha BaJly, IOCTABUB ITpaByl0 HOTY Ha BUJIBI U Pas3ro-
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BapuBas co ctapoctoit. CtapocTa, 00JOKOTSICh, JiexKa Mo
sI0JIOHE Ha CBOEM MUIXAKe C PBAaHOM MOMKIAAKOU U Ky-
puil. MuTs nonoliiesl — OH BEXJIMBO MTOABUHYJICSI HA TPaBy,
JaBasi eMy MECTO Ha MUIKaKe.

— Canutecb, Mutpuit Ilanblu, 3aKkypsiiite, — cKazai
OH JIPY>KECKHU U HEOPEXKHO.

Murs 6eriio, ICHOATUILKA DISIHYJI Ha AJIEHKY, — OY€Hb
XOPOILIO OCBELIAN €€ JIMLO €€ PO30BBIM MIaTOYeK, — Cell U,
OITyCTHUB IJ1a3a, CTaJl 3aKypvBaTh (OH MHOIO pa3 3a 3UMYy U
BeCHY Opocall KypUThb, TEEPh OMSATh 3aKypiul). AJIeHKA Taxe
He MOKJIOHWIAch eMy, Kak 6ynTo u He 3ameTuia ero. Ctapo-
CTa MPOAOJIKal TOBOPUTh €l YTO-TO, Yero MuTsl He MOHU-
MaJl, He 3Hasl Hauajia pazroBopa. OHa cMesiiach, HO Kak-To
TaK, TOYHO HU YM, HU CEpILIE €€ HE y4yaCTBOBAJIM B 3TOM
cMmexe. B kaxnyo cBoro (hpa3y ctapocTa IIpeHeOpesKUTeIbHO
1 HACMEIIUIMBO BCTaBJIsUT MoxaOHble Hamekr. OHa oTBeyaia
€My JIETKO M TOXKe HAaCMENUIMBO, AaBasi IOHSTh, YTO OH B Ka-
KHX-TO CBOMX HaMEpPEHMSIX Ha KOTO-TO BeJI cebs TIIyIo, ye-
pecuyp Haxparom, a BMECTE C TEM U TPYCJIMBO, O0SICh XKEHBI.

— Hy, na 1e6s He nmepebpenielnb, — cKa3ajJl HaKOHeEIl
cTapocTa, IpeKpaias Crop, Oyaro Obl BBUIY €ro HaaOeB-
et 6ecrione3sHocT. — ThI Jydllle UAW MOCUAU C HAMM.
bapuH Tebe X04yT CJI0BO cKa3aThb.

AJIeHKa MoBeJa Ta30oM Kyaa-ToO B CTOPOHY, MOIOTKHYJIA
Ha BUCOYKAX TEMHbIE KOJIEUKHM BOJIOC U HE ABUHYJIACh C MECTA.

— Wau, rosopio, aypa!l — ckasai crapocra.

W, noagymaB MrHoBeHbe, AJIeHKa BAPYT JIETKO COCKO-
yuja ¢ Baja, rmoabexanga U Ha KOpToYKax Ipucesa B IBYX
1arax ot JieXaBlllero Ha Nuakake MuTu, Becejao U J0o-
MBITHO CMOTPSI B JIMLIO €My TEMHBIMU PACILIUPEHHBIMU TJia-
3amu. [ToToM 3acmestiach 1 CIipocuJa:

— A mipaBaa, BbI, 6apuyk, ¢ 6abamu He xuBeTe? Kak
JIbSTYOK KaKoi?

— A TbI ITOYEM 3Haelllb, YTO He XKUBYT? — CIIPOCHUII CTa-
pocrTa.



