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 DRAGON MASTER

rake looked out at the crowd of people
waiting by the castle gates. It seemed like
everyone in the Kingdom of Bracken was
there! It was a special day. The new Dragon
Master was coming!

Drake stood with the other Dragon Masters—
Ana, Rori, and Bo—in front of the castle.




Drake turned to the wizard standing near
them. “Griffith, did the Dragon Stone tell you
what the new Dragon Master will be like?”
he asked.

Griffith shook his head. “All I know is that
her name is Petra. She comes from the southern
lands. And she is eight years old, like all of you.”

Each of the Dragon Masters had been chosen
by the magical Dragon Stone. The stone chose
children who could connect with dragons.
So far, it had chosen four children from all
over the world to live in King Roland’s castle.
There, Griffith taught them how to work
with their dragons.
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Now there was a new dragon at the castle.
She was a hydra, a dragon with four heads.
An evil wizard named Maldred had attacked
the kingdom, riding the hydra. Maldred was
sent to the Wizard’s Council prison. And the
Dragon Stone had chosen a Dragon Master for
the hydra.

“Petra will be here any minute!” said red-
haired Rori. “I wonder what she will be like!
What if she’s mean?”

“Why would she be mean?” asked Bo.

“Well, the hydra shoots poison,” said Rori.
“And poison isn’t nice.”
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In the battle with Maldred, the hydra had
shot poison from her four mouths. Her liquid
poison could melt rocks! And her poison mist
had stung the wing of Rori’s dragon, Vulcan.

“Just because the hydra shoots poison doesn’t
make her a mean dragon,” Drake said. “That’s
her power, like how each of our dragons has
a different power.”

“Right,” agreed Ana. “The hydra’s heart is
good, and I think Petra will be good, too.”

“Look!” Bo cried.
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Drake saw horses coming down the road.
The crowd started to get excited. Some people
waved flags with dragons painted on them.
Little kids played with wooden dragon toys

along the side of the road. (/\\
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Drake remembered the first day he had
come to the castle. One of the king’s soldiers
had scooped him up on a horse. That had
been scary!

I wonder if the new Dragon Master feels
scared? Drake thought.

The crowd cheered as the horses stopped
at the gates. A soldier helped a young girl

down from one of them.




“That must be Petra,” Bo whispered to Drake.

Petra wore a long blue dress with brown
leather shoes. She had blond curly hair. Her
bright-green eyes stared out at the crowd and
up at the castle.

The crowd got quiet. Everyone was waiting
to hear what the new Dragon Master would

say ...
Petra shivered.

“Is it always this cold here?” she asked.
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