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Moﬁ cJIyra, IoBap U CHYTHHUK IO OXOT€ — ITOJIECOBIIMK
SIpmosta BoIies B KOMHATY, COTHYBIINCH IO/ BSI3aHKOM
JIPOB, COPOCUII €€ C TPOXOTOM Ha IOJI M IOIBIIIAI Ha 3aMep3-
1€ TTAJIBIIBI.

— V, KaKkoii BeTep, IaHbIY, HA JBOPE, — CKa3aj OH, CaasCh
Ha KOPTOUYKHU Tiepen 3acioHKoil. — HyxXHo xopolro B rpyoke
MpoTOINuUTh. [103BOJIBTE 3aMaI0UKYy, ITaHBIY.

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa Ha 3alileB He ToiaeM, a? Kak Thl qyma-
elb, Spmona?

— Her... He MOXHO... cIBIIIMTE, KaKasl 3aBUpyXa. 3asll Terepb
JIEXWUT M — a HU Myp-Myp... 3aBTpa 1 OJHOTO CJieia He yBUIUTE.

Cynnba 3a0pocuiia MEeHsI Ha LIEJIbIX IIECTh MECSIEB B TJIy-
Xy10 AepeByIiKy BonblHCKOI rybepHnm, Ha okpauHy [lojechs,
1 0XOTa ObLIA eAMHCTBEHHBIM MOMM 3aHSITUEM U YIOBOJIbCTBU-
eM. [IpusHaioch, B TO BpeMsl, KOTIa MHE IMPEUIOKUIN eXaTh B
JIEPEBHIO, s1 BOBCE HE AyMall TaK HECTEPIMUMO CKydyaTb. S mo-
exaj Jaxe ¢ pagoctbio. «Ilomeche... TOYyIIb... IOHO TIPUPOIHL...
MIPOCTBIC HPABBL... IEPBOOBITHBIC HATYPHI, — AyMal s, CUAS B
BaroHe, — COBCEM HE3HAKOMbII MHE Hapoi, CO CTPaHHBIMU
00bIYasIMU, CBOEOOPA3HBIM SI3BIKOM... M YK, HaBEPHO, KaKOe
MHOXECTBO MO3TUYECKMX JIETCHI, MpedaHnii U meceH!» A s B
TO BpeMs (paccka3blBaTh, TaK BCE PAcCKa3bIBaTh) YK€ YCITET
TUCHYTb B ONHOI MaJIcCHbKOM ra3eTKe pacckKas ¢ JABYMs YOUii-
CTBaMM M OITHUM CaMOYOMICTBOM W 3HaJl TEOPETHUYECKH, UTO
JUUISI IUCaTelIei IoJIe3HO HabJII0AaTh HPaBhl.

Ho... unu nepedbpoackue KpecTbsiHE OTJIMYAIUCh KaKOH-TO
OCOOEHHOM, YIIOPHOM HECOOOIIUTEIbHOCTBIO, WM SI HE YMEN
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B3AThCS 32 IEJI0, — OTHOUIEHWSI MOW C HUMU OTPaHUYUBAIACH
TOJTBKO TE€M, UYTO, YBUIEB MEHS, OHU €llle W3Aald CHUMAIU
IIaMKW, a TOPaBHSBIINCH CO MHOW, YTPIOMO MPOW3HOCWIIU:
«[a 6yr», uro moskHO ObUTO OOO3Hauath: «[lomorait bors.
Korna xe s mpoOoBai ¢ HUMU pa3roBOPUTHCS, TO OHU TIISIAETN
Ha MEHS C yOWBJIEHNEM, OTKA3bIBAIMCh TIOHMMATh CaMble MPO-
CThIE BOMPOCHI U BCE MOPBIBATUCH LIEJIOBaTh Y MEHSI PYKU —
cTapbeiii  00bIYali, OCTABIIMICS OT TIOJBCKOTO KpPETIOCTHU-
YecTBa.

KH1XKM, Kakye y MeHs ObLIM, S BCE OUY€Hb CKOPO Mepe-
yutan. OT CKyKM — XOTs 3TO CHayaja Ka3aJloChb MHE Herpu-
SITHBIM — $I CHENAJl TOMBITKY MTO3HAKOMUTHCS C MECTHOU WH-
TEJUIUTEHIIMEH B JINIIE KCeH/13a, XKUBIIETO 3a MSITHALIATh BEPCT,
HaXOIMBIIETOCS MPY HEM «IlaHa OPraHUCTa», MECTHOTO YpsIIi-
HUKa M KOHTOPIIIMKA COCEIHEr0 UMEHUS U3 OTCTaBHBIX YHTEP-
o(uLiepoB, HO HUYETO U3 ATOTO HE BBHIILIO.

ITotoMm st TpoGOBas 3aHATHCS JICUEHUEM TTEPEOPOACKIX KU -
Teneil. B MoeM pacnopsixkeHuH ObUTU: KaCTOPOBOE MAacJo, Kap-
0oJsika, O0pHas KucaoTa, oa. Ho TyT, TOMMMO MOMX CKYITHBIX
CBENIEHUI, 51 HATKHYJICSI Ha TMOJHYI0 HEBO3MOXHOCTb CTaBUTh
JIVarHO3bI, TTIOTOMY YTO NPU3HAKM OOJIE3HU Y BCEX MOUX IMall-
€HTOB OBbIJIM BCETHa OJHU U Te XKe: «B CEpUAMHE OOIUT» U «HU
€CTb, HU TTUTh HE MOXY>».

[Ipuxomut, Hampumep, KO MHe cTapass ©Oaba. Britepes
CO CMYIIEHHBIM BUIOM HOC YKa3aTelIbHBIM MaJbLEM MPaBOMA
PYKU, OHa JTIOCTaeT U3-3a TMa3yXu mapy sull, IpuYeM Ha CEeKyH-
Iy 51 BUXY €€ KOPUYHEBYIO KOXY, M KJIQJIET UX Ha CTOJ. 3aTeM
OHa HaYMHAET JIOBUTh MOM PYKH, YTOOBI 3areyariieTb Ha HUX
nouenyii. S npsuy pyku M yoexnaro crtapyxy: «a mojHo, 6a6-
Ka... OCTaBb... 51 HE MOIL... MHE 3TO He mojaraercs... Yto y Tebs
00UT?»

— B cepiinuHe y MeHsT OOJIUT, TTaHBIYY, B CAMOIi YTO HU Ha
€CTb CepinHe, TaK YTO Jaxe HU MUTh, HU €CTh HE MOXY.

— JlaBHO 3TO Yy TeOST cemaaoch?

— A g 3Ha10? — OoTBeuYaeT OHa TakxKe BOIMPOCOM. — Tak u
TeyeT U rnevetT. Hu muth, HU eCTb HE MOXY.

W ckoisbko 51 HU ObIOCH, OOJiee OTpeAesIeHHbIX TTPU3HAKOB
00JIe3HU HE HAXOAUTCSI.
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— J1a BBl HE OECTOKOWUTECh, — MOCOBETOBAJ MHE OTHAXIIbI
KOHTOPIIUK U3 YHTEPOB, — caMU Bbliaedarcs. [IpucoxHer, Kak
Ha cobake. S, 1oMOXy BaM, TOJBKO OFHO JIEKApCTBO YIOTpe-
Oss1t0o — Hamatkeipb. [IpuxoauT Ko MHE MyXUK. «HYTO TeOe?» —
«f, roBoput, 60abHOI»... Ceilyac ke eMy IOoA HOC CKIISIHKY
HamateipHoro crnupty. «Hroxaitl» Hioxaer.. «Hioxait emte...
cunbHee!..» Hioxaer... «Yto, Jerue?» — «fK OyaTo moJjeriia-
Jo...» — «Hy, Tak u ctynait ¢ borom».

K ToMmy Xe MHe MpeTuso 3To LeoBaHUE PyK (a UHbIE TaK
MPSIMO TTaJajJd B HOTM U U30 BCEX CUJI CTPEMUJIUCH 00JI00bI-
3aTb MOHM Camoru). 31ech CKa3blBAJIOCh BOBCE HE ABIKEHUE
TIPU3HATEILHOTO Ceplia, a IIPOCTO OMEP3UTeNIbHAsT IPUBHIUKA,
MpUBUTast BeKaMu pabcTBa u Hacuiusi. U s ToabKo ynuBisiics
TOMY X€ CaMOMY KOHTOPIINKY U3 YHTEPOB U YPSIIHUKY, TISIS,
C KaKoW HEBO3MYTHMMOM BaXKHOCTBbIO CYIOT OHU B TyObl MYXH-
KaM CBOM OTPOMHBIE KPACHBIE JIATTHI...

MHe ocrtaBanach ToabKO oxoTa. Ho B KoOHIlE sSiHBapsi Ha-
CTYNWJIA Takas MOrofa, YTO U OXOTUTHCSI CTAJO0 HEBO3MOXHO.
Kaxnplil 1eHb MyJ CTpalllHBIA BETEP, a 32 HOYb Ha CHEry 00-
pPa30BBIBAJICST TBEPIBIA, JBAUCTBIA CION HAcTa, MO KOTOPOMY
3asd11 TIpoberan, He ocTaBisisa cienoB. Cuas B3anepTyd U TpU-
CIIyIIMBasICh K BOIO BETpa, s1 TOcKoBasl cTpauiHo. [ToHsATHO, 5
YXBaTUJICS C KaTHOCTBIO 32 TaAKOe HEBUHHOE pa3BJIeueHME, Kak
00y4YeHMe IrpaMOoTe T10JIeCOBIIMKA A pMOJIBL.

Hauanocek 310, BIpoyeM, MOBOJIBHO OpPUTHHAIBHO. A of-
HaXbI TIMCAJT MUCHhMO U BIPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO KTO-TO CTO-
UT 32 Moell criuHoi. OGepHYBILIUCH, 1 YBUAEA ApMoy, moao-
LIEAIIeT0, KaK U BCeraa, 0e33By4HO B CBOMX MSITKUX JIAMTSIX.

— Yto Tebe, ApMona? — CIIPOCHUII 4.

— Jla BOT AUBJIOCH, KaK Bbl nuiiete. BoT 061 MHe Tak... Her,
HET... HE TaK, KaK Bbl, — CMYIIIEHHO 3aTOPOMUJICS OH, BUJISI, YTO
s yIbI0aloCh... — MHe OBl TOJIBKO MOe hamMuIue. ..

— 3ayeM 370 TeOe? — ynuBuicd ... (Hago 3ameTuth, UTO
SIpmosa cuuTaercs caMbIM OETHBIM 1 CAMBIM JIEHUBBIM MYKU-
KoM Bo BceM IlepeOpone: skaloBaHbe U CBOIT KPECThsIHCKUIA 3a-
paboTOK OH MPOMNMUBACT; TAKUX TUIOXUAX BOJIOB, KaK y HETO, HET
HUTIE B OKpeCcTHOCTU. [1o MoeMy MHEHUIO, eMY-TO YK HU B Ka-
KOM CJIydae He MOTJIO MOHAJAO0UTHCS 3HAHWE TPaMoThl.) A elile
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pa3 copocus ¢ cOMHeHueM: — JIjig 4yero xxe tede Hajao yMeTb
nucath pamunuo?

— A BuauTe, Kakoe Nejo, MaHbl4, — OTBeTWI SApMoja He-
OOBIKHOBEHHO MSITKO, — HU OJHOTO 'PAaMOTHOTO HET Y Hac B
nepeBHe. Korma Oymary Kakyro Hy>KHO ITOANKCATh, UJIM B BOJIO-
CTH A€JIO, WJIN YTO... HUKTO He MOXeT... CTapocTa meJarhb TOJb-
KO KJIQJIET, a caM He 3HAaeT, UTO B Hell HamevyaTaHo... To xopolio
ObLI0 ObI AJIS1 BCEX, €CIM Obl KTO YMEJ pacnucaThCsl.

Takas 3a00TnuBOCTb ApMOIBI — 3aBEIOMOTO OpaKoHbEpa,
OecrieyHOro Opomsirv, C MHEHMEM KOTOPOTO HUKOTAA JaXe He
noaymaj Obl CUUTATBCS CEJIbCKUIA CXOJ, — TaKasi 3a00TJIMBOCTh
ero o0 OOIIECTBEHHOM WHTEpECe POIHOTO cejia TOoYeMYy-TO
pacTporaia MeHs. Sl caM mpenioXui gaBath emy ypoku. M uaro
K€ 9TO ObLa 3a TSKKas paboTa — BCE MOU ITOMBITKU BBIYYUTH
€ro CO3HaTeNbHOMY 4YTeHUI0 U TiMchMmy! fApmora, 3HaBIIWIA
B COBEPILEHCTBE KaXKAyl0 TPOMMHKY CBOErO Jieca, YyTh JIU HE
KaXx1oe JepeBO, YMEBIIUI OPUEHTUPOBATHCS THEM W HOUYBIO B
KakoOM YIroJHO MeCTe, pa3JIMyaBIIMi MO cledaM BCeX OKpecT-
HBIX BOJIKOB, 3ailIeB U JIMCHUI], — 3TOT caMblil IpMosia HUKaK
HE MOT IpeICTaBUTh cebe, MoyemMy, HampuMep, OYKBBI «M» U
«a» BMECTE COCTaBJIAIOT «Ma». OOBIKHOBEHHO Haj TaKOil 3ama-
yeil OH MYYUTEJbHO pa3gyMbIBajl MUHYT AECSTh, a TO U OOJIb-
e, MpUYeM ero CMYTJIOE XYIOe JIMIIO C BIAJIBIMU YE€PHBIMM
Ila3aMu, BCe YIIeAllee B XKeCTKYI0 YepHYI0 0Opomy M 0OJib-
IIME YCBI, BbIpaXxajao KpaiHIO0 CTeNeHb YMCTBEHHOIO Hampsi-
KEHUSI.

— Hy ckaxwu, Apmona, — «Ma». IIpocTO TOMBKO CKaxud —
«Ma», — IpuUcTaBai s K Hemy. — He risimm Ha Oymary, Iisiay Ha
MeHs, BOT Tak. Hy, roBopn — «ma»...

Torma ApmMona rmy0oKo B3ObIXaJ, KJIAJI Ha CTOJI YKa3Ky WU
MPOU3HOCUII TPYCTHO U PEIIUTEIbHO:

— Her... He mory...

— Kak xe He Moxellb? DTO e Belb Tak Jierko. Ckaxu
MPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO — «Ma», BOT KakK I TOBOPIO.

— Her... He Mory, maHbIY... 3a0bL1...

Bce MeTombl, MpreMbl 1 CpaBHEHUS pa30MBaICh 00 3Ty Uy-
TOBUIIHYIO HEIMOHSTIMBOCTh. Ho cTpemiieHne Spmoinsl K mpo-
CBEIIEHMIO BOBCE HE OcJiabeBaio.
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— MHe ObI TOJIBKO MO0 (haMUJTAIO! — 3aCTEHYWBO YITpaIlIH-
BaJl OH MeHsI. — bouibilie HUYero He HyXHO. TobKo hamunuio:
Spmona IMonpyXyk — U OosbllIe HUYETO.

OTKa3aBIIMCh OKOHYATEJIHbHO OT MBICIM BBIYYUTH €ro pas-
YMHOMY YTEHMIO W TIHUCbMY, S CTaJl YYUTh €ro MOANMCHIBATHCS
MexaHnyecku. K MoeMy BeTMKOMY YAMBIEHWIO, 3TOT CITOCOO
okazaJjics HanuboJiee ToCTymHbIM SpMoJie, TaK 4TO K KOHILY BTO-
pOTro MecsIia MbI YK€ TTOYTH ocrnuii haMruinio. YTo ke Kaca-
eTcsl 10 UMEHU, TO €ro BBUAY OOJIerYeHus 3a1a4u Mbl PELIUIN
COBCEM OTOPOCHUTb.

ITo BeuepaM, OKOHYMB TOMKY Ileueil, Apmosa ¢ HeTepIeHU -
€M JOXMIAJICsI, KOTIa s TI030BY €To0.

— Hy, fpmona, naBaii y9uTbcsi, — rOBOPUII S1.

OH OOKOM MOIXOAWII K CTOJTY, 00JI0KaUYMBaJICS Ha HETO JIOK-
TSIMM, TIPOCOBBIBAJI MEXIY CBOMMHU YEPHBIMU, 3aCKOPY3JIBIMU,
HEeCruOaloMMuUCs MajJbllaMy Mepo U COpalluBal MeHs, MO-
HSIB KBEpXY OpOBMU:

— IMucarp?

— IMumm.

SpMoJia TOBOJIbHO YBEPEHHO YepTUII TIepBYIO OYKBY — «II»
(aTa OyKBa y HaC HOCMJIa Ha3BaHME: «/IBa CTOSIKA M CBEPXY Iepe-
KJIaIlHA» ); [IOTOM OH CMOTpPEJI Ha MEHSI BOIIPOCUTEILHO.

— Yr0 X THI He TTIIIeTh? 3a0b1T?

— 3a0bL1... — J0camIMBO Kayall royioBoit Sipmona.
— Dx, kakoii TeI! Hy, cTaBb KoOsIECO.
— A-a! Koneco, xoneco!.. 3Hato... — oxuBisuicsa fpmona

U cTapaTeJbHO pUCOBal Ha Oymare BBITSHYTYIO BBEpX (DUTIYpY,
BecbMa MOXOXYylo ouepTaHusiMu Ha Kacnuiickoe mope. OkoH-
YUBILHX 3TOT TPYI, OH HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI MOJTYa JIFOOOBAJICS WM,
HAaKJIOHSISI TOJIOBY TO Ha JIEBBII, TO Ha MPaBbIii OOK U IIypsI TJ1a3a.

— Yro xe Tbl ctan? Iluiuu ganbie.

— Ilogoxaute HEMHOTO, MaHbIYY... ceiiuac.

MUHYTBI IB€ OH Pa3MBILLJISUT M TOTOM POOKO CIIpallluBat:

— Tak xe, Kak niepBas?

— Bepno. ITumu.

Tak mano-momajny Mbl JOOpajucCh OO0 MNOCAeAHEN OYKBbI —
«K» (TBepabIil 3HAK MBI OTBEPIJIN), KOTOpasi OblJIa y HAC U3BECT-
Ha Kak «IaJIka, a MocpearHe NaJKu KPUBYJISI XBOCTOM HaOOK».
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— A 4TO BbBI IyMaeTe, MaHbluy, — TOBOpWJ MHOraa Apmona,
OKOHYMB CBOM TPy U TJISIIsl HA HETO C JIIOOOBHOM rOpAOCTHIO, —
€CJIM Obl MHE €11Ie MECSLIEB C MITh WU IIECTh MTOYUYUTHCS, 51 ObI
coBceM xopoto 3Hai. Kak Bbl ckaxere?

I1

SApMona cumen Ha KOPTOYKax Tepes 3acJIOHKOU, TepeMe-
IIMBAS B MEYKE YToJibsl, a 1 XOAWI B33/l ¥ BIEPEN MO JUATOHAIU
Moeil KoMHaThl. M3 Bcex IBEHaAIaTU KOMHAT OTPOMHOTO TO-
MEUIAYBETO JOMA 51 3aHUMAaJl TOJIBKO OJHY, ObIBLIYIO JTUBAHHYIO.
Hpyrvie cTosiid 3anepTbIMU Ha KJIOY, U B HUX HEMOABUXXHO U
TOPXKECTBEHHO TIJIECHEeBEIAa CTapMHHAas 1TodHass Mebeb, -
KoBUHHAas 6poH3a u noptpethl XVIII cToneTus.

Betep 3a cTteHamu noma Oecuics, KaK CTapbiii 0351011t
TOJIbIA bsIBOJI. B ero peBe cibllllanvch CTOHBI, BU3T U JUKUIA
cMex. MeTenlb K Bedepy pacxoawiach eie cuiibHee. CHapyXu
KTO-TO SIPOCTHO Opocasl B CTEeKJIa OKOH FOPCTU MEJIKOTO CyXOTo
cHera. Henmanexkuii siec ponTait U ryesl ¢ HEMPEPBIBHOM, 3aTa-
€HHOW, INIYXOil yrpO30¥...

Betep 3abupasicsi B mycThle KOMHATHI U B TIEYHBIE BOIOIIVE
TpyOBI, U CTapblii JOM, BECh PacClIaTaHHBIN, NBIPSBBINA, MOJIY-
pasBAIMBIINICA, BOPYT OXMBISAJICA CTPAaHHBIMU 3BYKaMU,
K KOTOPBIM $I MIPUCIYIIMBAJICSA C HEBOJBbHOU TpeBoroi. Bor
TOYHO B3JOXHYJIO YTO-TO B O€JIOi 3ajie, B3JOXHYJIO TIyOOKO,
MPEePBIBUCTO, MeYaIbHO. BOT 3ax0aunv M 3aCKpUIIeNU Tae-TO
JIaJIEKO BBICOXIIIME THUJIBIE TTOJIOBULIBL MO YbBUMU-TO THXKENbI-
MU 1 OeCIIyMHBIMHU I1aramu. YyauTcsd MHE 3aTeM, YTO PSAOM
C MO€W KOMHaTol, B KOPUAOPE, KTO-TO OCTOPOXKHO U HACTOW-
YMBO HAaXUMAaET HA ABEPHYIO PYyYKY Y IOTOM, BHE3AIHO Pa3b-
SIPUBIIKUCH, MUUTCS TI0 BCEMY JIOMY, OEIIEHO TMOTpsicasi BCeMU
CTaBHSIMU W IBEPbMU, WIH, 3a0paBIINCh B TPYOy, CKYJTUT TakK
>Kaj00HO, CKYYHO U HEMPEphIBHO, TO MOJHUMAsl BCE BHIIIIE,
BCE TOHBIIIE CBOW T0JI0C, IO XajTl00HOTO BU3ra, TO OIyCKasl ero
BHU3, 10 3BEpUHOrO priyaHbs. [lopoto bor BecTh OTKyaa BpbI-
BaJICS 3TOT CTPALIHBIA TOCTh U B MOIO KOMHATY, ITpoberai BHe-
3aMMHBIM XOJIOIOM y MEHS IO CITMHE U KOJebas IiaMs JaMIIbl,
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TYCKJIO CBETMBIIEW MO 3€JIEHBIM OyMaXXHBIM, OOTrOpEBIIUM
CBEPXY a0axKypoM.

Ha MeHs1 Hamwio cTpaHHOE, HEOMpPENeJIeHHOE OeCTOKOM-
ctBO. BoT, nymanoch MHe, CUXKy s TJyXOl U HEHACTHOUN 3UM-
HEU HOYBIO B BETXOM JIOME, CPEA NEPEBHU, 3aTepSIBIICCS B
Jlecax U cyrpobax, B COTHSIX BEPCT OT TOPOACKON KM3HM, OT
00111ecTBa, OT KEHCKOTO CM€Xa, OT YEJIOBEYECKOro pa3roBopa...
W HaunHaI0 MHE TIPEACTABISITHCS, YTO TOIBI U IECSITKU JIET Oy-
JIET TSIHYThCST 3TOT HEHACTHBIN Beuep, OyAeT TSHYThCS BIUIOTH
IO MOEI CMEpPTHU, 1 TaK ke OyIeT peBeTh 32 OKHAMU BeTep, TaK
Ke TYCKJIO OyIeT ropeTh JlamIla Mo yOOTrMM 3eJIeHbIM abaxy-
pPOM, TaK Xe TPEBOXHO OyIy XOIUTH S B3al U BIIEpel 110 MOeit
KOMHarTe, TaK Xe OyJIeT CUIETh OKOJIO MeYKU MOJTYaIUBBIN, CO-
CpPENOTOYEHHBIN SIpMosIa — CTpaHHOE, YyXKI0€ MHE CYILECTBO,
PaBHOIYIIIHOE KO BCEMY Ha CBETE: U K TOMY, UTO y HETO JioMa B
CEMbE ECTb HEUETO, U K OYIIEBAHUIO BETPA, U K MOE Heolpe-
JIEJIEHHOM, pa3beaaroie ToCKe.

MHe BAPYT HECTEPIIUMO 3aXOTEJOCh HAPYIIUTh 3TO TOMM-
TEJbHOE MOJIMaHWE KaKMM-HUOYIb MOJO0MEM 4YeJIOBEYECKOTO
rojioca, v sl CipoCHI:

— Kaxk Te1 mymaetis, SipMorna, oTKya 3To CeromHs Takoi BeTep?

— Betep? — otos3Baiicsa Apmosna, JeHUBO MOAbIMAS TOJO-
BY. — A TIaHBIY pa3Be He 3HAET?

— KoHeuHo, He 3Haw0. OTKyaa ke MHe 3HaTh?

— W BnpaBay He 3HaeTe? — OXMBUWICS BApYr Apmona. —
D710 51 BaM CKaxy, — MPOJO0JIKaJI OH C TAMHCTBEHHBIM OTTEHKOM
B ToJIoce, — 3TO S BaM CKaXxy: UM BeIbMaKa Hapoouiach, 4d
BeIbMaK BeCeJIbe CIIPaBJISIET.

— BenbMmaka — 3TO KOJAYHBS TTO-BaliemMy?

— A TaK, Tak... KOJIIYHbS.

A ¢ xagHOCThIO HakuHyJcd Ha Apmorny. «[louem 3HaTh, —
JIyMaJl s, — MOXET OBITh, ceiiuyac ke MHE yIacTcs BbDKATh U3
HETO KaKyl-HUOYIb NHTEPECHYIO UCTOPUIO, CBSI3aHHYIO C BOJI-
IeOCTBOM, C 3apBITBIMU KJIaaMU, C BOBKYJIaKaMu?..»

— Hy, ay Bac 3nechb, Ha Ilosechbe, eCTh BeAbMBbI? — CIIPOCHII S1.

— He 3Haro... MoxeT, ecTb, — OTBETWJI ApMosia C MPeXKHUM
PaBHOIYIIIMEM U OMSITh HATHYJICS K TleuKe. — CTapblie JIIoIU ro-
BOPSIT, YTO OBUIM KOTHA-TO... MOXET, ¥ HETpaBaa...

= 11 <&



Anercannp Kvopun

A cpasy pazouapoBaiicsi. XapakTepHoW uepToil ApMoJibl
ObLIa yIOpHasi HECJIIOBOOXOTIUBOCTD, U S XK He HaAesICs 10-
OUTBHCS OT HETO HUYETO OOJIbIe 00 9TOM MHTEPECHOM IIpeaMe-
te. Ho, K MoeMy yIuBJIeHUIO, OH BAPYT 3arOBOPUJI C JICHUBOM
HeOpEeXXHOCThIO U KaK OyaTo Obl 0Opalliasich He KO MHe, a K Ty-
NeBIIEH MeYKe:

— bBblna y Hac JieT msITh TOMY Ha3aj Takas BelbMa... TOJIbKO
€€ XJIOTIIIHI C cejia mporHau!

— Kyna xxe oHu ee nmporHanu?

— Kyna!.. M3BecTHO, B nec... Kyma xe eme? U xarty ee cio-
MaJlid, 4TOObI OT TOTrO IIPOKJIITOro Kybja M IEeNOK He OcTa-
JIOCh... A caMy ee BBIBEJIM 3a BBIIITHUIIBI U 110 IIIee.

— 3a YTo Xe TaK C Heil 00onuInCh?

— Bpena oT Hee MHOTO OBUIO: CCOpPUJIACh CO BCEMM, 3€JIbe
oI XaThl IOUIMBAaIa, 3aKPYTKU Bs3aia B Xute... OguH pa3
MPOCUJIa OHA Y Hallleil MOJIOAMIIEI 30T (ISITHAALIATh KOIEeeK).
Ta eii roBopurt: «HeT y Mens 3mora, orctanb». — «Hy, noope,
TOBOPHUT, OyAelllb Thl IOMHWUTh, KAK MHE 3JIOTOTO HE Haja...»
M 4gTo ke BBl IymMaeTe, IMMaHBIIY: C TEX CAMBIX IOpP CTAJI0 Y MO-
Jonuubl uTs 6oeth. boneno, 6oseno, ga U coBCeM YMeEPIIO.
BoT Torma XJIOIMIIBI BeIbMaKy M IIPOTHAIM, IYCTh € OYM I10-
BbLIA3T. ..

— Hy, a re xxe Terepb 3Ta BenbMaka? — IPOIOJIKAIT S JTIO-
OOIBITCTBOBATb.

— Benpmaka? — MemIEHHO TePeCIIPOCHII, TI0 CBOEMY OOBIK-
HOBeHMU10, fApmosia. — A 51 3Ha0?

— Pa3Be y Hee He OCTaJIoCh B IepeBHE KaKOil-HUOYIb poaHN?

— Her, #e ocTtanocs. [la oHa 4yxXast ObliIa, M3 KallallOK YK U3
LIBITAHOK... S elle MaJeHbKMM XJIOMIEM ObLI, KOTAa OHa MpHU-
11a K HaM B cento. Ml neBouka ¢ Heil Oblj1a: JoYKa Wiv BHyYKa...
O06eux NporHaju...

— A Tereph K HEl pa3Be HUKTO HE XOIWT: IIOTagaTh TaM WJIN
3eJIbsl KAKOTO-HUOYAb MOMPOCUTD?

— babnI 6eraloT, — NpeHeOpeKUTEIbHO YPOHUI Apmora.

— Ara! 3HauuT, Bce-TakKu U3BECTHO, IIe OHA KUBET?

— 4 He 3Ha... [oBOpPAT JIOAM, YTO rae-To okojao bucosa
Kyra ona xuBer... 3HaeTe — 60J10TO, UTO 32 IpUHOBCKUM LIS -
xoM. Tak BOT B 3TOM 0O0JIOTE OHA U CHIIUT, TPSIChIIS €€ MaTepH.
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«Beapma XXUBET B KaKMX-HUOYAb NECITA BepcTaXx OT MOETO
JloMa... HacTosIas, >XUBasi, ToJjieccKkasi Beabmals DTa MBICIb
cpa3zy 3aHTEpeCcOBasia U B3BOJHOBAa MEHS.

— IMocaymaii, Apmona, — oOpaTuiics s K TOJIECOBIIUKY, —
a Kak Obl MHE C Hell TO3HAKOMUThCSI, C 3TOU BeIbMO1?

— Tedy! — cruttonyn ¢ HeromoBanueM fpmona. — Bor eme
J00pO HAIUIU.

— Jlobpo wimu HemoOpo, a 1 K Hel Bce paBHO moimy. Kak
TOJIbKO HEMHOIro IOTEIUIeeT, ceiiyac e W OTIpaBIiOCh. Thl
MEHSI, KOHEUHO, TTPOBOIMIIIb?

SlpMoily Tak MOpa3wiIM MOCHEeIHME CJIOBa, YTO OH Haxke
BCKOYMJI C TIOJTY.

— $1?! — BOCKIIMKHYJI OH C HErOJOBaHUEM. — A M HU 3a 4YTO!
ITycth oHO Tam bor BegaeT 4To, a 51 He MOUY.

— Hy Bor, rymoctu, noiigenib.

— Her, maHbIuy, HEe MoOWAy... HU 3a 4YTO He moimy... Yto-
Obl g?! — OMATh BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, OXBAaY€HHBI HOBBIM Ha-
IUIBIBOM BO3MYILIEHMSI. — YTOOBI S MOIlea A0 BeAbMaybero
Ky6ma? Jla mycte MeHst bor 6oponut. M Bam He coBeTylo, Ia-
HbIY.

— Kak xouellb... a 9 Bce-Taku noiay. MHe odeHb J1000-
IBITHO HAa HEeE IOCMOTPETb.

— Hwuyero tam HeT 11000MNBITHOTO, — MpoOypyYan Apmorna, ¢
cepleM 3aXJIONbIBasI IEYHYIO IBEPKY.

Yac cryctd, Koraa oH, yXe yopaB caMoBap M HalMBIIKCH B
TEMHBIX CEHSIX Yalo, COOUPAJICS UATU TOMOM, I CIIPOCHT:

— Kak 30ByT 3Ty Benbmy?

— Mamnyitnuxa, — oTBeTWI SIpMoJIa ¢ rpy00it MpadyHOCTHIO.

OH XOTd M He BbICKa3bIBaJl HUKOIJa CBOMX YYBCTB, HO, Ka-
JKETCSI, CMJIBHO KO MHE TIpUBS3aJICS, MPUBS3AJICS 3a HaIly
OOIIIYIO CTPacTh K 0XOTe, 3a MO€ IIPOCTOe oOpallieHue, 3a Io-
MOIIlb, KOTOPYIO ST M3peiKa OKa3bIBajl €ro BEUHO TOJI0MAI0IIeH
ceMbe, a IJIJaBHBIM 00pa3oM 3a TO, UTO S OJUH Ha BCEM CBETE
HE KOPUJI ero MbsIHCTBOM, 4Yero Spmosa Tepnets He Mor. I1o-
3TOMY MOSI PEIIMMOCTh ITO3HAKOMUTHCS ¢ BEAbMOM IIpuUBeIa
€ro B OTBPaTUTEJbHOE HACTPOCHME TyXa, KOTOPOE OH BbIpa-
31JI TOJIBKO YCUJICHHBIM COIICHUEM [1a ellie TeM, YTO, BBIMAS Ha
KPBIJIBIIO, U3 BCEW CHJIBI YAApUJI HOTOi B OOK CBOIO CODAKYy —

<t 13 =<~



Anercannp Kvopun

Pa6unka. PA04nK oTyasiHHO 3aBM3KaJl U OTCKOUYMJI B CTOPO-
Hy, HO TOTYac e mobexkas Bcield 3a S pMoJioli, He repecTaBast
CKYJUTh.

I

Hust yepe3 Tpu norerieno. OqHaxabsl yTPOM, OYeHb paHo,
ApMoJia Bolliesa B MOIO KOMHATY U 3asiBUJI HEOPEKHO:

— HyxHo pyXbe MOoYnuCTUTh, MaHbIY.

— A 4TO? — CIIpOCHII §1, MOTSATMBASICh MO ONCSIOM.

— 3as1] HOYBIO CWJIBHO TIOXOIWI: CJIeI0B MHOTO. MoOXeT,
rnoiaeM Ha IaHOBKY?

A Bunen, yro fApMose He TepnuTCs CKOpee MOUTH B JieC, HO
OH CKpBIBaeT 3TO CTPACTHOE KeJaHWEe OXOTHHMKA MO HaIlyCK-
HBIM paBHOmyIIMeM. [eliCTBUTEIbHO, B TIEPEIHEN yKe cTosIa
€ro OJHOCTBOJIKA, OT KOTOPOIl He yIlles ellle HU OOuH Oexac,
HECMOTpsI Ha TO, YTO BOJM3M dyJia OHa ObLIa yKpalleHa He-
CKOJIbKMMM OJIOBSIHHBIMU 3aIljlaTaMH, HAJOXCHHBIMU B TeX
MeCTax, TAe p>XKaBYMHA U TOPOXOBBIE Ia3bl MPOEJIM XKEIe30.

EnBa Boiias B Jiec, MbI TOTUAC XK€ HaIlaJiM Ha 3asTUMid CJIe]:
JIBE JIAIIKM PSIIOM M JBE IT03aau, OJHA 3a APYroil. 3asil BhILe)
Ha IOPOTY, MPOIIIe TI0 Hel CaXeH MBECTU W CHejayl ¢ JOPOTH
OIPOMHBII MPBIKOK B COCHOBBIN MOJIOIHSIK.

— Hy, Teneps 6ynem o6xonuTh ero, — ckasan Apmona. —
Kak nman cronba, Tak TyT ceifiyac M JIsSLKeT. Bbl, maHbIv, Mau-
te... — OH 3agymalcsi, coodpaxas 1Mo KaKuM-TO €My OITHOMY
M3BECTHBIM MpPUMETaM, Kyda MEHsI HallpaBUTb. —...Bbl uaute
JI0 CTapoii KOpUMBbI. A g ero oboriny ¢ 3amibiHa. Kak Toibko
cobaka ero BBITOHMUT, 51 OyIy r'yKaTh BaM.

M oH ToTYac Xe CKPBLICS, TOUHO HBIPHYJ B TYCTYIO Yally
MeJIKOTO KycTapHuka. S mpucnymancsi. Hu oguH 3ByK He BbI-
Jaj ero OpaKOHbEPCKOM IMOXOAKU, HA OJHA BETOYKA HE TPECHY-
Jia TIOfl €T0 HOTaMU, OOYTHIMU B JILIKOBBIE TTOCTOJIBI.

1 HeTOpOMIMBO IOLIET A0 CTApoil KOPYMBI — HEXWUJION,
pa3BaJIMBIIIEIICS XaThl, M CTaJ HA OIMYIIKE XBOWHOTO Jieca, Mo/
BBICOKOI COCHOM C MPSIMBIM TOJIBIM CTBOJIOM. BbLIIO Tak THUXO,
KaK TOJIbKO OBIBAeT B JieCy 3UMOIO B O€3BEeTpeHHBIN n1eHb. Ha-
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BUCIIIME Ha BETBSIX IbIIIHBIE KOMbS CHEra NaBWUIM WUX KHU-
3y, TIpUIAaBasi UM YYyIEeCHBIN, TIPa3AHUYHBIA U XOJIOAHBIA BU/I.
ITo BpeMeHaM cphIBajlach ¢ BEpIIMHBI TOHEHbKas BETOYKA, U
Ype3BBIYATHO SICHO CJIBIIIAJIIOCH, KaK OHa, Iamasi, ¢ JIETKUM
TPECKOM 3a/icBaia 3a Apyrue BeTBU. CHET pO30BEJ Ha COJTHIIE U
CUHEN B TeHU. MHOI OBJIafieJio TUXOE O4apOBAHUE 3TOTO TOP-
JKECTBEHHOI0, XOJIOAHOIo 0e3MOJIBUSI, U MHE Ka3aJloCh, YTO S
YyBCTBYIO, KaK BpeMs MEIJICHHO M OCCITYMHO TTPOXOINUT MHUMO
MEHSI...

Brapyr naneko, B camoli yanie, pasnaicd jgait Psaournka — xa-
pakTepHbIi Jail cobaku, ULyLIEN 3a 3BEpeM: TOHEHbKUI, 3a-
JIMBYATBHIA U HEPBHBIN, MOYTHU MEPEXOISIIMIA B BU3L ToTyac xe
YCIBIIIA I U ToJoC SIpMOJIbI, KPUYABIIETO C OXECTOUCHUEM
Bciend cobake: «Y-0biit! Y-0Oblii!», mepBblil CIOT — MPOTSKHBIM
pe3kuM (hasIbIIETOM, a BTOPOM — OTPHIBUCTOIM 0ACOBOI HOTOM
(1 TOJIBKO MHOT'O BPEMEHMU CITYCTS JO3HAJICS, YTO 3TOT OXOTHU-
YUii TIOJIECCKUI KPUK TTPOUCXOIUT OT TJIaroja «yoOuBaTh»).

MHe Ka3alloch, Cys IO HampaBIeHUIO jasi, YTO codaka ro-
HUT BJIEBO OT MEHsI, U I TOPOIUIMBO MO0OEXal Yepe3 MOISTHKY,
YTOOBI ITepexBaTUTh 3Bepsl. Ho He ycnen s caenath U ABaaliaTu
IIaroB, KaK OTPOMHBII CephIii 3as111 BRICKOUWIT U3-32a ITHS 1, KaK
OyaTO OBI HE TOPOIISCH, 3aJI0KMB Ha3a JJIMHHBIE YIIIU, BBICOK-
MM, PeIKNMHA TIPBIKKAMU Tiepedexkar gepe3 JOpOoTy M CKPBIJICS
B MoJiogHsike. ClieqoM 3a HUM CTPEMUTEIBHO BbLIETe PIOumK.
VBuaeB MeHs, OH €1a00 MaxHYJ XBOCTOM, TOPOILJIMBO KYCHYJI
HECKOJIBKO pa3 3y0aMu CHET U OITSITh ITOTHAJ 3aiflia.

ApMorna BAPYT Tak ke 6eCIIyMHO BBIHBIPHYJI U3 Yallly.

— Yro Xe BBI, TAHBIY, HE CTAJIX €My Ha 1opore? — KpUKHYJI
OH ¥ YKOPU3HEHHO 3aYMOKaJ SI3bIKOM.

— Jla Beap Aajaeko ObLIO... 60JIbIIE ABYXCOT 11aroB.

Bung moe cmyienue, SIpmosia cMsArauics.

— Hy, anuero... OH ot Hac He yimeT. Monte 3a MpuHOB-
CKMM LIJISIX, — OH celyac Tyaa BbIMAET.

SI momen mo HampaBiieHWI0 MPWHOBCKOTO TIJISIXa M yXKe
yepe3 MMHYTHI IBE YCJIbIXajl, 4TO co0aKa OISITb TOHUT INe-TO
Helajaeko OoT MeHs. OXBauyeHHBI OXOTHUYBMM BOJTHEHUEM, S
mobexall, Iepxa pyXbe HallepeBec, CKBO3b I'YCTOI KYCTapHUK,
JioMasl BeTBU U He oOpaliasi BHUMaHMSI Ha UX KECTOKME Yaaphl.
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4 Gexxan Tak JOBOJBHO IOJTO U YK€ CTaJl 3aAbIXaThCs, KaK BAPYT
Jaii cobaku npekpatuics. A momen tuiiie. MHe Ka3anoch, 4To
eclii 51 Oyay MIATH BCe MPSIMO, TO HEMPEMEHHO BCTPEUyCh ¢ Ap-
MoJioit Ha MpuHoBckom 1uissxy. Ho Bckope s ydenuics, 4To BO
BpeMs Moero Oera, ornbasi KycTbl U ITHA M COBCEM HE Tymasl O
nopore, s 3adomyauics. Torna s Hadan kpuyaTth SpMose. OH He
OTKJIMKAJICSI.

Mexmy TeM MalIWHaJIbHO S IIeJ Bce manbline. Jlec pemen
TMOHEMHOTY, IT0YBa OIlycKajJach M CTaHOBMWJIACH KOUKOBAaTOM.
Cnen, OTTUCHYTHIII HA CHETY MOEil HOrol, ObICTPO TEMHEN U
HajuBaJics Bogoii. HeckosibKo pa3s s yke IpoBauBajcs 10 KO-
JieHa. MHe NMpUXOAWIOCh MEPEINpPhIruBaTh ¢ KOUKM Ha KOYKY;
B IMOKPBIBABIIIEM UX T'YCTOM OYypOM MXY HOTM TOHYJIM, TOYHO B
MSITKOM KOBDE.

Kycrapnuk ckopo coBcem okonuwsics. [lepemno mMHOI ObITO
0oJibIIOe KPYIJIoe 0O0JIOTO, 3aHECEHHOE CHEroM, M3-Ioi Oemnoit
MeJIeHbl KOTOPOTO Topyayiv peakue kKouku. Ha mpoTtuBoronox-
HOM KOHIIe 060710Ta, MEXIY JepPeBbsIMU, BBITJISIAbIBAINA O€JIbIE CTe-
HbI KaKOK-TO XaTbl. «BeposiTHO, 31eCh XKUBET UPUHOBCKUIA JieC-
HUK, — Togymalt si. — Hano 3aiiTu ¥ pacCpoCuThb Y HETO IOPOTy».

Ho noiit 10 xaThl ObUIO HE TaK-TO Jerko. Kaxmyio MUHYTY
s yBs13aj B TpsicuHe. Caroru Mou HaOpasi BOABI U IIPU Kax-
JIOM IIIare TPOMKO XJTIOTIaJId; CTAHOBWJIOCH HEBMOUD TSIHYTh WX
3a c000I0.

HaxoHen s mepedpasicst yepe3 3To 00J0TO, B30Opayics Ha
MaJICHBKUI TIPUTOPOK U TETIEPh MOT XOPOIIIO PACCMOTPETh XaTy.
D10 maxe OblIa HE XaTa, a UMEHHO CKa304yHas M30YyllIKa Ha Ky-
pbux HOXKax. OHa He Kacanach MOJIOM 3eMJIH, a Obljia TTOCTPO-
€Ha Ha CBasX, BEPOSITHO, BBUAY MOJIOBOMbS, 3aTOILISIOIIETO
BecHOIO Bech MpuHoBckuii iec. Ho omHa ctopoHa ee ot Bpe-
MEHM oceJjia, M 3TO MpUIaBaIo U30YIIIKE XpOMOM 1 NevYaabHbIi
Bua. B okHax HemocTaBajo HECKOJBKUX CTEKOJT;, UX 3aMEHWIIN
KaKMe-TO IPsI3HBIE BETOLIKM, BhIIMPABIINECS TOPOOM HapPYXKY.

A Haxan Ha KJISIMKY U OTBOpWJI ABepb. B xate ObLIO O4eHb
TeMHO, a Y MEHSI, TIOCJIe TOTO Kak S JOJIrO IJIsSIAesl Ha CHET, XO-
AN TIepen ria3aMu (pUoJeTOBbIe KPYTH; TTO3TOMY S TOJITO He
MOT pa3o0path, €CTh JIU KTO-HUOYIb B XaTe.

— Dii, 1oO6pbIe J0AM, KTO U3 Bac 1oMa? — CIIPOCUI sl TPOMKO.
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OKOJIO TIEYKM YTO-TO 3aBO3WJIOCH. Sl TMopjoimes ImooJKe
U YBUIAJ CTapyxy, cuueBlnyio Ha mojy. Ilepem Heil jexana
OrpOMHas Kyya KYpUHBIX TepbeB. CTapyxa Opajnga OTIEIbHO
KaxIoe nepo, caupaia ¢ Hero 60poaKy U Kiiaja Imyx B KOp3UHY,
a CTep>XHU Opocaja MpsiMO Ha 3eMJIIO.

«/la Bemb 310 — MaHyiimxa, pUHOBCKAsI BeIbMa», — MEJb-
KHYJIO Y MEHsI B IOJIOBe, €/1Ba 51 TOJbKO IMOBHUMATEIbHEE BIJISI-
JeJics B ctapyxy. Bce uepThl 6a0bI-SrM, Kak ee n300paxaeT Ha-
POIHBIN 3MO0C, ObUIM HAJIUIIO: XYAbIe IIEKU, BTSIHYThIE BHYTPb,
TePEXOAMIN BHU3Y B OCTPBIN, IUIMHHBIN, TPsOJTBIi TTOT00POIOK,
IOYTHU CONPUKACABIUUIACS C BUCAIIUM BHU3 HOCOM; ITPOBAIUB-
muiics 6e33y0biii poT OecIpeCTaHHO NBUTAJICS, TOYHO MEpexXe-
BBIBAsI UTO-TO; BBILBETILNE, KOIIA-TO rOJIyObIe I71a3a, XOJOIHEIE,
KpYIJIble, BBIMYKJIbIC, C OYeHb KOPOTKMMU KPAaCHBIMU BEKaMU,
IJISIACIU, TOYHO IV1a3a HEBUIAHHOM 3JIOBEILEH IITULIBI.

— 3apaBcTByii, 0abKka! — cKazan g1 KaK MOXHO MpPUBETIU-
Bee. — TeOst yx He MaHYWUIUXOM 1 30BYT?

B oTBeT 4TO-TO 3aKJIOKOTAJIO W 3axXpUIIeSI0 B IPYyIU y CTa-
pyX#: TOTOM U3 ee 0e33y0oro, IaMKamIlero pTa BHIPBAINCH
CTpaHHbIC 3BYKM, TO IIOXOXME Ha 3aJbIXalolleecsl KapKaHbe
CTapoii BOPOHBI, TO BAPYT MEPEXOANBINNE B CUIUIYIO OOpBIBa-
o1ytocst pUcTymy:

— Ilpexne, MoxeT, 1 MaHyRIMXOM 3Baiu 10OpbIe JIIOAMU...
A Temepb 30BYT 30BYTKOI1, a BeIMYalOT yTKoM. Tebe 4yTo Hamo-
TO? — CIpPOCHJIa OHA HEIPYKEIIO0HO U He TPeKpaliasi CBOeTro
OIHOOOPa3HOTO 3aHSTHSL.

— Jla BoT, 6a0y1uka, 3aoayauics 1. MoxeT, y Te0s1 MOJIOKO
Haiinercs?

— Her Monoka, — cepauto oTpesania crapyxa. — MHOTro Bac
T0 Jiecy XomuT... Bcex He Harmowuirb, He HAKOPMUIIIb. ..

— Hy, 6a0y1ka, HeJlacKoBasi e Thl 10 TOCTeN.

— W BepHO, OaTroNIKa: COBCeM HelacKoBasi. PazHocomoB mist
Bac He JAepKUM. YCTall — MOCUIU, HUKTO Te€OsI U3 XaThl HE TOHUT.
3HaelIb, KaK B IIOCJIOBUIIE TOBOPUTCS: «[IprxomnTe K HaM Ha 3a-
BaJIMHKE TMOCHUIETh, Y HAIlIeTO Ipa3aIHMKa 3BOHA MOCIYIIATh, a
00emaTh K BaM Mbl M caMu Aoragaemcsi». Tak-To BOT...

OTU 000POTHI Peur cpa3y yOenwIin MEHsI, YTO cTapyxa JIeii-
CTBUTEJILHO MpPHUIILJIasi B 3TOM Kpae; 31eCh He JI00SAT U He T0-
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HUMAIOT XJIECTKOM, YCHAIEHHON pPEeNKMMM CJIOBLIAMU PEYM,
KOTOPOIi TaK OXOTHO IIIETOJISIET KpacHOOal -ceBepsSiIHUH. Mexny
TeM cTapyxa, MPOoJ0JIKasl MEXaHUYECKU CBOIO paboTy, Bce ele
GopMoTaia 4yTo-TOo cebe Moa HOC, HO BCE THUIIE U HEBHSTHEE.
S pazdbupai TOJbKO OTAEJbHbIE CJI0BA, HE MMEBIIME MEXIY CO-
001t HUKaKoI cBsI3U: «BoT Tebe n 6abymka Manyitnmxa... A KTo
Takoil — HeBeaoMmo... Jleta-To Mou He MajieHbKue... Horamu
€TO3UT, CTPEKOYMUT, COKOUYNUT — YHCTasT COPOKa...»

S1 HekoTopoe BpeMs MojI4a MPHUCIYIIMBAJICS, U BHE3aITHast
MBICJTb, UTO TIepe0 MHOIO CyMacIIeIasl JKeHIIMHA, BEI3Bajia y
MEHS OIIyIleHUe Ope3rJIMBOro CTpaxa.

OnHako s yCHedX OCMOTPEThCS BOKPYr cebs. bodblnyio
4yacTh M30bI 3aHMMaJIa OTPOMHasl o0JTynuBIIasics meuka. Oopa-
30B B mepeaHeM yriay He obu10. ITo cTeHaMm, BMeCTO OOBIYHBIX
OXOTHHUKOB C 3€JICHBIMU yCaMHU W (DMOJIETOBBIMU COOaKaMu U
MOPTPETOB HUKOMY HE BEIOMBIX F€HEepaioB, BUCEIN ITyYKHU 3a-
CYIIIEHHBIX TPaB, CBSA3KW CMOPIIEHHBIX KOPEIITKOB U KyXOHHAast
nocyna. Hu coBbl, HU 4epHOIo KOTa s HE 3aMETWJ, HO 3aTO C
TICYKU JIBa PSIOBIX COMMIHBIX CKBOPIIA TIISIACIN HAa MEHSI C YIUB-
JICHHBIM 1 HEAOBEPUYMBBIM BUAOM.

— Babymka, a BoOOBI-TO y Bac, MO KpalHe Mepe, MOXKHO
HaIUTbCsI? — CIIPOCUII $1, BO3BBIIIASI TOJIOC.

— A BOH, B KaJiKe, — KMBHYJIa TOJIOBOM cTapyxa.

Bona otr3piBana 60soTHOI pxkaBunHo. [loGmarogapus cTa-
pyxy (Ha 4TO OHa He oOpaTWja HU MajeiIlero BHUMaHU), S
CIIPOCHUJI €€, KaK MHE BBIMTH Ha IIUISIX.

OHa BAPYT MOAHSLIA TOJIOBY, MOMJISIAENA HA MEHS TTPUCTATIb-
HO CBOMMU XOJIOAHBIMHM, NTUYBMMHU Tja3aMH M 3ab0opmoTaia
TOPOILIMBO:

— Wan, uan... Uau, mononeu, ceoeid noporoit. Heuero Tyt
Tebe menaTh. XOpoIl TOCThb B rocTuHKY... Crymait, GaTiolika,
CTyIaMu...

MHe u 1eiicTBUTEIbHO HUYETO OO0JIblIe HE OCTaBajIoCh, KakK
yiitn. Ho BOpyr MHE TIPUIIIO B TOJOBY MOIBITATH MOCJEIHEE
CpeICTBO, YTOOBI XOTh HEMHOTO CMSITYUTH CYPOBYIO CTapyxy.
4 BbIHYJN 13 KapMaHa HOBBII cepeOpsiHbIN YeTBEPTaK U MpPo-
TssHYN ero Manyiinuxe. S He ommOcs: Tpu BUje AEHET cTapyxa
3allleBeIUIACh, IJ1a3a €€ pacKpbLIMCh elle 00Jbllie, U OHa I0-
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TSHYJAacCh 32 MOHETOW CBOMMM CKPIOUYEHHBIMH, Y3J10BATHIMMU,
JIpOKAIIMMU TaJbLIAMM.

— 39, HeT, 6abka MaHyiiiuxa, 1apoM He JaM, — MoAApas-
HUIJ 4 ee, mpsiya MoHeTy. — Hy-ka, moragaii mHe.

KopruuHeBoe cMOpIIEHHOE U0 KOJAYHbU COOpaioch B
HeOBOJIbHYIO TpuMacy. OHa, Mo-BUANMOMY, Kojiebaach 1 He-
peLIUTEIbHO [JISIAe/a Ha MOM KyJakK, Tae ObLIM 3aXKaThl 1€HbIU.
Ho xagHoCTb B3sJ1a BEpX.

— Hy, Hy, noiinem, 4to 11, TMoiinemM, — MpolllaMKajga OHa,
C TPYIOM TOABIMAsICh ¢ Tony. — HUKOMY 1 He BOpOXY Tellephb,
KacaTuK... 3a6b11a... Ctapa crtaja, ria3a He BUIST. ToJbKo st
TeOs pa3Be.

Jepxach 3a CTeHY, COTpsCasICh Ha KaXXIOM IIary cropojeH-
HBIM TE€JIOM, OHa TOHOIIIa K CTOJY, JOCTajla KOJIOAYy OYphIX,
pacmyXIIix OT BpeMEHHM KapT, CcTacoBajla MX M IIPUIBUHYJIA
KO MHE.

— CopiMu-Ka... JIeBoit pyukoii ceimu... OT cepana...

IlomneBaB Ha MaJjblibl, OHA Hayajla pacKjaablBaTb Kabaiy.
KapTel mamanm Ha CTOJI ¢ TAKMM 3BYKOM, KaK OyATO OB OHU
ObUIM CBaJISIHBI U3 T€CTA, U YKJIAAbIBAJIMCh B IPAaBUIbHYIO BOCh-
MMKOHeuHYI0 3Be3my. Korna mocieaHsist Kaprta jieryia pyoaikoi
BBEPX Ha KopoJisi, MaHylirxa MpoTsSHyJIa KO MHE PYKY.

— Ilozonmotn, 6apuH xopommwii... CyacTianuB Oymenrb, 6orar
Oynellb... — 3aIrejla OHa ITOMPOIIAfHUYECKUM, YMCTO IIbITaH-
CKMM TOHOM.

A cyHyn et mpurorosieHHy0 MoHeTy. CTtapyxa TpOBOPHO,
M0-00€3bsIHbM, CIIPsITAJIa €€ 3a ILEKY.

— Bonwmioit nATEpEC TEOE BRIXOAUT Yepe3 MaJbHIO J0PO-
Iy, — Hayajla OHa IPUBBIYHONM CKOPOroBopkoii. — BcTpeua ¢
OyOHOBOI JaMOM U KaKOW-TO MPUSATHBIA pa3roBOp B BaXXHOM
noMe. BckopocTu moyuuilb HEOXKUIAaHHOE M3BECTUE OT Tpe-
¢oBoro kopois. IlamaroT Tebe Kakme-TO XJIOIOTHI, a ITOTOM
OISITH TMaJaloT KakKue-To HeOoblIue AeHbIM. bynenb B 00Jb-
IO KOMITAaHWM, TTbSTH Oyelb... He Tak 4TOOBI 09eHb CUIIBHO,
a BCe-TaKU BBIXOOUT TeOe BhINMBKA. 2KM3HB TBOSI OyAET J0JTasl.
Ecnu B miecTbaecsT ceMb JIET HE yMpEIllb, TO...

Bopyr oHa ocraHoBWIACh, IMOOHSJIA TOJOBY, TOYHO K YeMY-
TO TpUCaylIuBasch. Sl Toxe HacTopoxwics. Yen-To XeH-
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CKUI rojoc, CBeXMii, 3BOHKUI M CUJIbHBIN, Med, MpudamxKa-
sch K xare. S ToXe y3Hasl cjioBa TPalMO3HOU MaJopyCCKOM
MECEHKMU:

Oif 91 1IBWT, UM HE IIBUT
KanuHOHBKY JIOMUT.

Oii UM COH, YU HE COH
[0JI0BOHBKY KJIOHUT.

— Hy uau, uau Tenepb, COKOIUK, — TPEBOXKHO 3aCyeTUIACh
crapyxa, OTCTpaHsisI MEHsI pyKoil oT crona. — Heuero tebe mo
Yy>XMM XaTaM OKoJlauuBaThcs. Mnu, Kyna 1miel...

OHa gaxe yxBaTvyia MEHS 32 pyKaB MO€il KypTKH 1 TSHYJ1a K
nBepu. JIMIo ee BhIpaxKaslo Kakoe-TO 3BepHUHOE 0ECIIOKONCTBO.

Tonoc, meBIINil TIECHIO, BAPYT OOOPBAJICSI COBCEM OJIM3KO
OKOJIO XaThl, TPOMKO 3BSIKHYJIA XXeJie3Hasl KJISIMKa, U B IIPOCBe-
Te OBICTPO paclaxHyBIIECS IBepU MoKa3ajlach pocjas CMero-
masics neByiika. O6euMu pykamu oHa OepexHO ToAaepKuBaia
MOJIOCAThI TIEPEeIHUK, U3 KOTOPOTO BBIJISABIBAIA TPU KpPO-
IIEYHBIC TITUYbM TOJIOBKM C KPACHBIMHU IEHKAMU W YePHBIMU
OJIECTSAIIMMH TJTa3€HKAMMU.

— CMoTpu, 0aOyiika, 3sI0JMKMA OISITh 33 MHOIO YBSI3a-
JINCh, — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA, TPOMKO CMesICh, — ITOCMOTPM, Ka-
KWe CMelTHbIe... [ooaHbIe coBceM. A y MeHsI, KaK HapoOyHO,
xyieda ¢ coboii He ObLIO.

Ho, yBuneB MeHs, OHa BOPYT 3aMOJjYajia M BCIIBIXHYJIA TY-
cThIM pyMsiHLIeM. Ee ToHKue yepHble OpOBY HEIOBOJIBHO CIABU-
HYJIMCB, a IJIa3a C BOIPOCOM OOpaTUIMCh Ha CTapyXxy.

— Bor 0apun 3amien... I1siTaeT gopory, — IOsSICHUJIA CTa-
pyxa. — Hy, 6aTolika, — ¢ pelIuTeIbHBIM BUIOM OOEpHYJIach
OHa KO MHe, — OymeT Tebe mpoxiaxaaTbes. Hammicst Boguis,
TMOTOBOPMJI, 1a IIOpa 1 YeCTh 3HaTb. Mbl TeOe HE KOMIAHUII. ..

— IMocnymaii, kpacaBuiia, — ckasain s aeByiike. — [loka-
KM MHE, ToxaiyicTa, nopory Ha MprHOBCKUI LILISX, a TO U3
Balero 60J0Ta BO BEKM BEKOB HE BHIOEPEIIIbCS.

JomKHO OBbITh, Ha Hee MOACHCTBOBA MSTKMIA, TPOCUTEb-
HBII TOH, KOTOpBII S Tpupan 3TuM cioBaM. OHa OepeXxHO
rnocaauia Ha IIeYKy, psiIOM CO CKBOpLIAMM, CBOUX 3510JIMKOB,
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Opocuja Ha JaBKYy CKMHYTYIO Y€ KOPOTKYI0 CBUTKY U MoOJ4a
BBIIILIA U3 XaThl.

A mocnenoBai 3a HE.

— D710 y TeOs Bce pydHBIC NTULBI? — CIIPOCHI S, JOTOHSISI
JEBYILKY.

— Pyunble, — oTBeTHMIIa OHA OTPEIBUCTO M JaXKe HE B3TJISTHYB
Ha MeHs. — Hy BoT, misiauTe, — cKa3aja OHa, OCTaHaBJIUBAsICh
y TUIeTHS. — BumnTte TpoITouKy, BOH, BOH, MEXXIY COCHAMU-TO?
Bunure?

— Buxy...

— HMnute mo Heit Bce mpsiMo. Kak moiimere mo myOoBoit
KOJIOIbI, TOBEPHETE HAJIEBO. Tak MpSIMO, BCE JIECOM, JIECOM U
unute. TyT ceiiuac BaM u Oynetr UpuHOBCKUI LIJISX.

B 1o BpeMs Koraa oHa BBITSHYTOU MpaBoOil pyKoil MOKa3bl-
BaJla MHE HaIlpaBJICHHUE JOPOTH, I HEBOJIBHO 3aII000BAJICS CIO.
B Heli He ObUIO HUYEro IOX0XEro Ha MECTHBIX «IMBYAT», JIMLIA
KOTOPBIX TIOI YPOIJUBBEIMM TOBS3KAMHU, TPUKPHIBAIOIINMH
CBEpPXY J100, a CHU3Y POT U MoAOOPOAOK, HOCST TaKOe OITHO00-
pa3Hoe, UCIyTraHHOe BhIpaXkeHne. Mosi He3HaKOMKa, BBICOKAsT
OpIOHETKa JIET OKOJIO ABaALAaTy — ABAALATH IISTH, AepxKajlach
JIETKO U cTpoitHo. IIpocTopHas 6enast pybaxa CBOOOIHO U Kpa-
CHBO 00BMBAaJIa €€ MOJIOAYIO, 310POBYIO Ipyab. OpUTHMHAIBHYIO
KpacoTy ee JINIIa, pa3 ero YBUIEB, HeJIb3s OBIJIO M03a0BITh, HO
TPYOHO OBLIO, JaXe IMPUBBIKHYB K HeMY, ero omucatb. Ilpe-
JIECTh €ro 3akjroyajach B 3TUX OOJBIIUX, OJECTSIIUX, TEM-
HBIX TJla3aX, KOTOPHIM TOHKWE, HaIJIOMJICHHBIE ITOCPEIUHE
OpoBM NpYIaBaJM HEYJIOBHMMBIA OTTEHOK JIyKaBCTBa, BJAacT-
HOCTU ¥ HAaWMBHOCTHU, B CMYTJIO-PO30BOM TOHE KOXH, B CBOEC-
BOJIbHOM M3rv0e ryd, U3 KOTOPBIX HUXKHSISI, HECKOJIBKO Oosiee
ITOJIHAsI, BBIOABAJIACh BIIEPEI C PEIIUTEIBHBIM M KarlpU3HBIM
BUIOM.

— Heyxenu BB He OONTECH XXKUTh OOTHU B TAKOW TIIyIIM? —
CIIPOCUJI 51, OCTAHOBUBILIKCH y 3a00pa.

OHa paBHOAYIITHO TTOXaJia TIJIeYaMH.

— Yero xe HaMm 60gT1bca? Boiiku crona He 3aXOIT.

— Ja pa3Be BoJIKU OfHU... CHEroM Bac 3aHECTH MOXKET, T10-
Kap MOXET CIIyduThes... M1 Majo nu uto emne. Bol 3mech ogHM,
BaM U IIOMOYb HUKTO HE YCIIEeT.
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— U cnaBa Bory! — maxHyna oHa IpeHEOPEXKUTEITBHO PYy-

Koii. — Kak 0b1 Hac ¢ 0abKoil BOBCce B MOKOE OCTaBWJIM, TaK
Jiydiue Obl ObLITO, a TO...

— A 10 uTO?

— MHoro Oyzmere 3HaTh, CKOPO COCTapUTeCh, — OTpe3aa

oHa. — Jla BbI caMu-TO KTO OyneTe? — Crpocuiia OHa TPEBOKHO.

4 morapaics, 4TO, BEPOSITHO, U CTapyxa M 3Ta KpacaBMIla
00STCS KaKuX-HUOYIb YTECHEHWI CO CTOPOHBI «IIpeaepKa-
LIKX», ¥ TTOCIICIMII €€ YCITOKOUTD!

— O! Twl, moxanyiicrta, He TPEBOXbCA. Sl He ypsIIHUK, He
MMcapb, He aKLIM3HBIA, CJIOBOM — S HUKAKOe HAa4aJlbCTBO.

— Her, BoI paBmy roBopure?

— Jlaro Tebe yectHOe cioBo. Eii-0ory, s caMblif TOCTOPOH-
Huli yenoBek. [IpocTo mpurexat cioga MOrocTUTh Ha HECKOJIBKO
MeECSIIEB, a TaM 1 yeny. Eciiu xouelinb, s 1ake HUKOMY He CKaxKy,
YTO OBUI 3A€Ch U BUIE Bac. Thl MHE BepHUIIIb?

JIuiio neBymiKu HEMHOTO TTPOSICHUIIOCH.

— Hy, 3Ha4muT, KOJIb HE BpeTe, TaK IIpaBoy TOBOPUTE. A BbI
Kak: paHbllle 00 HAC CITBIIIAIN WA CaMU 3aluin?

— Jla s 1 caM He 3Halo, Kak Tebe ckaszaTb... CHbIIIAaTh-TO S
CJIBIIIAJT, TIOJIOXKWM, W NTaXe XOTeJ KOrma-HuOydb 3a0pecTu K
BaM, a CEroJHs 3alles ciayJaiiHo — 3abaynuicd... Hy, a renepb
CKaXX!, 4ero BHI JToAeii bontech? UTo OHM BaM 3J10TO IEJIafoT?

OHa norJsaesna Ha MeHsI ¢ UCIBITYIOIIMM HegoBeprueM. Ho
COBECTh Y MeHsI Obljla YMCTa, U 51, He CMOPTHYB, BbIIepKaJ 3TOT
MIpUCTaIbHBIN B3MIsiA. Torma oHa 3aroBOpuia ¢ BO3pacTarOIIUM
BOJIHCHUIEM:

— [lnoxo Ham oT Hux mpuxoautcs... [IpocTeie MoaM eie
HUYETOo, a BOT HAYaJIbCTBO... [Ipuener ypssmHUK — TaIluT, IIpHy-
eleT CTaHOBOM — TamuT. Jla eie mpexne, yeM B3ATh-TO, Hal
6abKoli HampyraeTcs: Thl, TOBOPST, BeIbMa, YepTOBKa, KaTOPK-
HUMa... 9x! /Ia 9TO ¥ TOBOPUTH!

— A Tebs He TporaioT? — copBasiCsl y MEHSI HEOCTOPOKHBIN
BOIIPOC.

OHa ¢ HaIIMEHHOIT CaMOYBEPEHHOCTBIO TIOBEJIA TOJIOBOM CHU3Y
BBEPX, U B €€ CY3MBIIIMXCS IJ1a3aX MEJTbKHYJIO 3710€ TOPXKECTBO...

— He Ttporator... OmuH pa3 cyHyJics KO MHE 3eMJe-
Mep Kakoii-To... IlojackaTbCsl eMy, BMIMWIIb, 3aXOTEJIOCh...
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Tak, MOKHO OBITH, W JO CUX IOpP He 3a0bLI, KaK 51 ero Ipu-
JIackasa.

B »TMX HacMeNIIMBBIX, HO CBOEOOpPAa3HO TOPABIX CIOBaX
IIPO3BYYAJIO CTOJIBKO TPy0Oif HE3aBUCUMOCTH, UTO SI HEBOJBHO
noaymai: «OmHaKO HeJapoM ThI BhIpOCIA CPEIu IT0JIECCKOTO
0opa, — ¢ TOOOI U BIPSMb OMACHO IIIYTUTh».

— A MBI pa3Be TporaeM Koro-HuOyab! — Ipojoskajia oHa,
IMPOHUKASCh KO MHE Bce OONBIIMM AoBepueM. — Ham u momeit
He Hamo. Pa3 B roj TOJIBKO CXOXY I B MECTEYKO KYITUTh MbLIa
Ja couu... JIa BOT ele 0a0ylIKe yaio, — 4aii OHa y MEHS JTIIOOUT.
A TO XOTb OBI U BOBCE HUKOTO HE BUICTD.

— Hy, g BuxXy, BbI ¢ 6a0yIIKO# Jf0aeil He XXanyeTe... A MHe
MOXHO KOTIa-HUOYIb 3aiiTU HA MUHYTOUKY?

OHa 3acMesutach, 1 — KakK CTpaHHO, KaK HEOXMIaHHO 13-
MeHUJIOCh ee KpacuBoe juio! [lpexHelr cypoBOCTM B HEM U
cjiela He OCTajJoCh: OHO BIPYT CIEIAJIOCh CBETJIBIM, 3aCTEHYM-
BBIM, JCTCKHM.

— Jla uyto y Hac BaM AenaTb? MbI ¢ 6a0KoM cKy4HbIe... UTO
X, 3aXOIMTE, TTOXAaJIyil, KOJU BEI U BIIPSIMb ITOOPBIN UeIOBEK.
TonbKo BOT UTO... BB YK €CJIM KOTJa K HaM 3abpeiere, Tak 0e3
PYXBbS JTydIIIe. ..

— Tbl Ooulbes?

— Yero mHe 60s1ThCs1? Hituero s He 60tock. — U B ee Tosmoce
OITSATh MOCJIBIIIANACh YBEPEHHOCTh B CBOEH Cujle. — A TOJIbKO
He 100110 51 3Toro. 3ayeM OUTH NTallleK WJIM BOT 3alilieB TOXe?
Huxomy oHUM Xymoro He [IealoT, a XXUTb UM XOYeTCs TakK Ke,
KaK ¥ HaM ¢ BaMu. S uX JTI00JII0: OHM MaJleHbKHE, TJIyIbIe Ta-
kue... Hy, omHako, 10 cBumaHus, — 3aToponuiack oHa. — He
3Hal0, KaK BeJnMyaTh-TO Bac MO MMeHH... boiock, 6abka Opa-
HUTBCS CTAHET.

U oHa jerko 1 6bICTpO IToOeKaia B XaTy, HAKJIOHMB BHU3 TO-
JIOBY M TIpUACPKABasT pyKaMM Pa30MBIIIMECS OT BETpa BOJIOCHL.

— Iloctoit, moctoit! — KpukHyn 1. — Kak Tebs 30ByT-TO?
Vik OyneM 3HaKOMEI KakK CJICAYeT.

OHa 0CTaHOBWJIACh HA MTHOBEHUE 1 00EpHYJIaCh KO MHE.

— AneHoit MeHd 30ByT. [lo-3aenmtHeMy — Oirecsl.

41 BCKMHY/ pyKbe Ha IUIEYU U IOLIE] M0 YKA3aHHOMY MHeE
HanpasjieHuo. [TogHIBIIMCH Ha HEOOJBIION XOJIMUK, OTKYIa
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HauyMHaJach y3Kasl, elBa 3aMeTHas JieCHas TPOIMHKA, S OTJIs-
Hyncs. KpacHas 1o0ka Osecu, cierka kosebieMasi BETPOM,
ellle BUIHEIACh Ha KPBUIbIIE XaThl, BBIACISISICh SPKUM IISITHOM
Ha OCJIETTUTEJIbHO-0eIoM, pOBHOM (pOoHE CHera.

Yepes yac nocyie MeHs1 npuiiea gomoii SApmona. Ilo cBoeit
OOBIYHOI HEOXOoTe K MPa3qHOMY pa3roBOpPY, OH HU CJIOBa HE
CIIPOCUII MEHS O TOM, KakK U Tae s 3a0iyauicsa. OH TOJIbKO CKa-
3aJ1 KaK OyATO ObI BCKOJIb3b:

— Tam... g 3aiilia Ha KyXHIO 3aHEC... XXapuTh OyIeM WIH I10-
LIJIeTe KOMY-HUOYIb?

— A Benb THI He 3Haelllb, Apmona, rae g Obu1 cerogHsa? —
cKaszail 1, 3apaHee TIPeACTaBIIsIsI ce0e YIMBICHUE TTOJIECOBIIMKA.

— Oryero xe MHe He 3HaTb? — rpy0o mpoBopuan Apmo-
Ja. — M3BecTHO, K BeabMaKaM XOIWIIH. ..

— Kak xe TbI y3Ha1 310?

— A moyemy ke MHe He y3Hath? CIIbIIILy, YTO BHI Iojloca He
TojaeTe, Hy sl U BEPHYJICS Ha Balll CJIE... DX, MaHbI-bIY! — TIpH-
0aBUJI OH C YKOPU3HEHHOI nocanoii. — He ciemoBaeT Bam Ta-
KAMU JeJlaMHi 3aHuMatbes... [pex!..

v

BecHa HacTymuia B 3TOM rofy paHHSIS, ApyXHas U — KaK
Bcerna Ha [lonecbe — HeoxunmaHHast. [To6exanu 1o AepeBeH-
CKHM yJIilaM OypJivBbIe, KOPUYHEBbBIE, CBEPKAIOIIIIE PYyYCHKH,
CEPINTO TIEHSACh BOKPYT BCTPEUHBIX KAMEHBEB M OBICTPO BEPTSI
LIENKW W TYCUHBIN IIyX; B OTPOMHBIX JIy>KaxX BOAbI OTPa3UIOCh
rojiyboe He6O ¢ IUIBIBYIIUMHU IO HEMY KPYTJIBIMU, TOYHO KpY-
TSIIMMUCS, OETIBIMU 00JIAKAMM; C KPBIII MOCHITAIKCH YaCcThie
3BOHKME Karuii. BopoObu, crassMy OOCHINABIINE MPUIOPOXK-
HbI€ BETJIbI, KpUYaIM TaK TPOMKO 1 BO30YXKIEHHO, YTO HUYETO
HeJIb3s1 OBLIO pacCbIIIaTh 3a X KpUKOM. Besne yyBcTBOBamach
pasocTHasI, TOPOILJIMBast TPEBOTA XKU3HU.

CHer coliesl, OCTaBIINCh €Il¢ KOe-INe TPA3HBIMM PBIXJIBI-
MM KJIOYKaMU B JIOIIMHAX M TEHUCTBIX Mepeneckax. M3-moxa
HETO BBIIVISIHYJIa OOHaXKeHHasi, MOKpasi, TeIllasi 3eMJIsI, OTHO-
XHYBIIIasl 32 3UMYy M TeIepb IOJIHAs CBEXXUX COKOB, TOJTHAsI
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JKaXIbl HOBOTO MaTepuHCTBa. Ham 4epHbIMM HUBaMU BWIICS
JIETKMA TIapOK, HAMOJHABLUMKA BO3AYX 3alaxoM OTTasBLIEH
3eMJIA, — TEM CBEXWUM, BKPAAUUBBIM U MOTYYUM MbIHBIM 3a-
I1aXOM BECHBbI, KOTOPBI/ JaXe U B TOPOJE Y3HAEIIb CPEAU COTEH
JPYTUX 3amaxoB. MHe Ka3ajaoch, YTO BMECTE C 3TUM apOMaToM
BJIMBAJIaCh B MOIO NYLLIY BECEHHSS IPYCTh, CIaaKast U HEXHas,
UCTIOJIHEHHAsT OECTTOKOWHBIX OXUAAHUI U CMYTHBIX MpPEIIyB-
CTBUI, — MO3TUYECKAS TPYCTh, AECIA0IIAsI B BAIIMX IJ1a3aX BCEX
JKEHILIWH XOPOLIEHBKUMHU U BCETAA IIPUIIPABIEHHAS HEOTIPEAC-
JICHHBIMU COXaJEHUSIMU O Mpouibix BécHax. Houu cranu te-
IUIeE; B UX T'YCTOM BJIAXXHOM MPAaKe 4yBCTBOBaJlaCh He3pUMas
CIIEIIHAsI TBOpYECKasl paboTa MPUPOBHL...

B st BecenHue qHu 06pa3 OJiecu He BBIXOAWI U3 MOEH ro-
JIoBBI. MHE HpPaBUJIOCh, OCTABIINCH OTHOMY, JIEUb, 3aKMYPHUTH
[J1a3a, YTOOBI JTYYIIE COCPENOTOYUTHCS, U OECIIPECTAHHO BbI3bI-
BaTh B CBOEM BOOOPaXXEHUHU €€ TO CYypOBOE, TO JIYKaBOE, TO CHU-
SI01e€ HEXXKHOU YIBIOKOM JIUII0, €€ MOJIOAO0E TEJIO, BHIPOCIIEE B
MPUBOJIbE CTAPOTO OOpa TaK e CTPOMHO U TaK Xe MOryye, Kak
PACTYT MOJIOZABIE €JIOUKU, €€ CBEXUN TOJIOC, C HEOXKUIAHHBIMUA
HU3KMMU OapXaTHBIMU HOTKaMMU... «Bo Bcex ee IBUKEHUSIX, B
ee cJIoBax, — JyMal 51, — €CTb YTO-TO OJlaropofHOoe (KOHEYHO,
B JIy4IlIEM CMBICJIE 3TOTO JOBOJIbHO MOIIJIOTO CJI0Ba), KaKas-
TO BpPOXIEHHAasl MU3AIIHAs YMEPEHHOCTb...» Takxke MpUBIEKaT
MeHs B OJiece 1 HEKOTOPBIM OpeoJI OKPYKaBIlIeil €€ TAMHCTBEH-
HOCTH, CYeBEpPHAs PEIyTaLMs BEIbMbI, XM3Hb B JIECHOI yallle
cpenu 00J0Ta U B OCOOEHHOCTU — 3Ta Tropiasi YBEPEHHOCTh
B CBOM CUJIbI, CKBO3MBIIAS B HEMHOTHUX OOpAIIEHHBIX KO MHE
CJIOBax.

Het Huyero MyapeHoro, 4to, Kak TOJbKO HEMHOTO TpO-
COXJIA JIECHbIE TPOMMWHKH, S OTHpaBWICA B M30YIIKY Ha Ky-
pbux HOXKax. Ha cimyyait ecim Obl MTOHATOOUIIOCH YCITOKOUTH
BOPWINBYIO CTapyXy, S 3aXBaTWJI C COOO0IO MOJI(pyHTa Yaio 1 He-
CKOJIbKO MPUTOPLIEH KYCKOB caxapy.

S 3actanm obenx xeHmMH nqoma. Crapyxa BO3WJIach OKOJIO
SIPKO TbUIaBLIEH Tieun, a OJecs npsiia JeH, CUs Ha OYeHb Bbl-
COKOH ckaMelike; Koraa 51, BXOAs, CTYKHYJ IBEPbIO, OHa 0bep-
HyJ1aCh, HUTKa 000pBajiach IOJ €€ PyKaMu, U BEPETEHO IOKa-
TUJIOCH T10 TOJTY.
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Crapyxa HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi BHUMATEJIbHO M CEPIUTO BIJISI-
IbIBAJIaCh B MEHSI, CMOPIIUBIINCH U 3aCJIOHSS JIULIO JIAMOHBIO
OT Xaphbl ITEYKH.

— 3npaBcTBYi, 6a0ycst! — ckasas 1 T[POMKUM, OOAPBIM TO-
JocoM. — He y3Haellb, J0KHO ObITh, MeHs1? TToMHUIIb, 51 B
MPOIIJIOM MECSIIE 3aXOAWI PO JOPOTY cripamuBaTh? Thl MHE
elre ragaina?

— Hwuuyero He momHI0, OaTiolKa, — 3alllaMKalia cTapyxa,
HEIOBOJIbHO TPSCSI TOJIOBOI, — HUYEro He MOMHIO. M UTO ThI y
Hac 103a0bU1, — HUKaK He ToliMy. YTo MBI TeOe 3a KoMITaHUsI?
Mpul nroau mpocTthie, cephle... Heuero Tebe y Hac genats. Jlec
BEJIUK, €CTh MECTO, TJI€ Pa30MTHUCK... TAK-TO...

O1reIOMJIEHHBINA HEI00e3HBIM IIPUEMOM, S COBCEM IIOTe-
pPSIJICS M OYYTWJICS B TOM IJIYIIOM ITOJIOXXKEHMM, KOraa He 3Ha-
elllb, YTO JejaTh. OOPATUTh JIU IPyOOCThb B IIYTKY, WK CAMOMY
paccepamMThCsl, Un, HAKOHEI, He CKa3aB HU CJI0Ba, OBEPHYTHCS
u yiTi Hazan. HeBoibHO 51 MOBEpHYJICS ¢ OECTIOMOIIHBIM BbI-
paxeHueM K Osece. OHa UyTh-4yTh YIBIOHYIACh C OTTEHKOM He-
3JI0/ HaCMEIIIKH, BCTala U3-3a MPSUIKA U TTOAOIIIA K CTapyXe.

— He 6oiics, 6abka, — cKa3ajia OHa IPUMUPUTEITBLHO, — 3TO
He JINXOH YeJIOBEK, OH HaM XyIO0T0 He clenaeT. MIIoCTh TTpOCUM
caauThesl, — MpuOaBUIa OHA, YKa3biBasi MHE Ha JIaBKY B Iepei-
HEM yIIy 1 He oOpanias 60jiee BHUMaHWS Ha BODKOTHIO CTapyXu.

OOoapeHHBI e BHUMaHKUEM, SI JOTafajics BHIABUHYTH Ca-
MO€ PEIIUTEIbHOE CPENCTRBO.

— Kakas xe 1o cepauras, 6a0ycs... YyTb rocTu Ha Topor, a
Thl ceiiyac U OpaHUILbCS. A s ObLJIO Tebe TOCTUHIY ITPUHEC, —
cKazai s, J0CTaBasi U3 CyMKM CBOM CBEPTKM.

Crapyxa Opocuiia ObICTPBIi B3IJISIA HA CBEPTKU, HO TOTYAC
K€ OTBEPHYJIACh K TIeUKe.

— Hukakyx MHe TBOMX TOCTUHILIEB HE HYXKHO, — MPOBOpYA-
Jla OHa, 0KECTOYEHHO pa3rpedast KoUeproi yroibs. — 3HaeM Mbl
ToxXe rocteil aTux. CrniepBa 0e3 MblIa B AyLIy JIE3yT, a MOTOM...
Yro y Tebs B KyJieuke-T0? — BAPYT 00epHYJIaCh OHAa KO MHE.

S ToTyac ke Bpydywms eil yaii M caxap. DTO IMOIEICTBO-
BaJIO Ha CTapyXy CMSIyapudM o0pa3oM, W XOTS OHa M Mpo-
JoKajla BOpYaTh, HO YXe HE B IPEXHEM, HEIIPUMUPUMOM
TOHE.
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OJecs cena OISITh 3a MPSIKY, a ST TOMECTUJICS OKOJIO Hee Ha
HU3KOli, KOPOTKOI 1 OYeHb IIaTKOU cKameeuke. JIeBoli pykoii
Onecs ObICTpO cyumia Oelylo, MSATKYIO, KaK IlIeNK, Kydedb, a
B TIPaBOii Y HEe C JIETKMM XYX KaHUEM KPYTUJIOCh BEPETEHO,
KOTOpPO€ OHa TO MycKaja IagaTh MOYTU OO 3€MJIM, TO JIOBKO
MMOIXBATHIBAJIa €T0 M KOPOTKMM MBIKCHUEM TAJIbLIEB OISTh
3acTaBiisiia BepTeThCs. DTa paboTa, Takas IpocTasl Ha IepBblid
B3IJISAM, HO, B CYIIHOCTH, TpeOyomas OrpoMHOTO, MHOTOBE-
KOBOr0O HaBbIKa M JOBKOCTU, TaK W Kumena B ee pykax. He-
BOJILHO s 0OpaTuj BHUMaHWE Ha 3TW PYKU: OHU 3arpy0eiu u
IMOYEpHEIN OT pabOThI, HO ObLIM HEeBEJIMKU U TaKOil KpacuBOM
¢GOpMEBI, YTO MM TT03aBUIOBAIN OB MHOTHE 0JIATOBOCTTUTAHHBIE
JICBULIBI.

— A BOT Bbl MHE TOrAa He cKasajlu, YTO BaM OaOKa rama-
Ja, — npousHecna Onecs. W, Buas, 4To s ormacjinBo 00epHYyIICs
Hazan, oHa nmpubaBuia: — Hudyero, HUYero, oHa HEMHOTO Ha
yXo Tyra, He ycablmuT. OHa TOJBKO MOI TOJIOC XOPOIIO pa3-
oupaer.

— Jla, ragana. A 4ro?

— Jla Tak ce0e... IIpocTo crnpammuBalo... A Bbl Bepute? —
KWHYJIa OHA Ha MEHST YKPAIKOU OBICTPHIN B3TJISII.

— Yemy? Tomy, uTo TBOsI 6abKa MHe rajaja, uwiu BooOiie?

— Her, BooO11e...

— Kak cka3zatp, BepHee OyaeT, YTo He Beplo, a Bce-TaKu M0-
yeM 3HaTh? [oBoOpsAT, OBIBAIOT ciyvan... Jlaxke B yMHBIX KHUTaX
00 HUX HareyaTaHo. A BOT TOMY, YTO TBOsI 6abKa roBopuja, Tak
coBceM He Beplo. Tak u Jobast 6aba nepeBeHCKasl CyMeeT Io-
BOPOKUTb.

OJecs yabIOHYJIACh.

— Hla, aT0 mpaBma, 4yTo OHa Temeph Tuioxo ramaetr. Crapa
craja, 1a U OOMTCS OHA OYEHb. A YTO BaM KapThl CKazaau?

— Hwuyero nHTepecHoro He OblIO. A Terepb U HE TTOMHIO.
YTo 0OBIKHOBEHHO TOBOPST: JaJIbHSS Jopora, TpedoBbIiA MH-
Tepec... A 1 mo3adbuT Jaxe.

— Jla, nma, rutoxast oHa cTajia Bopoxkka. CjoBa MHOTHE T10-
3a0blTa OT cTapocTH... Kyma x eit? Jla m omacaercd oHa. Pa3Be
TOJIbKO JEHBIU YBUIUT, TaK COTJIACUTCS.

— Yero ke oHa 6outcs?
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— M3BecTHO yero, — HavYaIbCTBa OOUTCS. YPSIHUK MIPUETET,
TaK HaBceraa Ipo3uT: «f, ToBOpUT, TeOSI BO BCSIKOE BPEMSI MOTY
yrpsTath. Tl 3Haelllb, TOBOPUT, YTO BallleMy OpaTy 3a 4apojeli-
ctBO mojaraetcsi? CchlUlka B KaTOPXKHYIO padoTy, 6e3 Cpoky, Ha
CokorHbIi ocTpoB». Kak Bbl fymaeTe, BpeT OH 3TO WM HeT?

— Her, BpaTth OH He BpeT; ISHCTBUTEIBHO 32 3TO YTO-TO ITOJIA-
raeTcsi, HO e He Tak crpaiiHo... Hy, a o1, Onecst, ymeelb ranats?

Ona kak 0yaTo OBl HEMHOTO 3aMsijach, HO BCETO JIVIINb Ha
MTHOBEHUE.

— Tapato... Tobko He 3a JeHbIM, — J00aBUJIa OHA MOCIELIHO.

— MozxeT ObIThb, Thl U MHE KUHEIIb KapThi?

— Het, — Tuxo0, HO pemIMTEILHO OTBETWIA OHA, ITOKadyaB
TOJIOBOW.

— ITouemy xe ThI He xouemb? Hy, He Temeph, TaKk Korja-
HUOYIb Mmocie... MHe IMoYeMy-TO KaXeTCs, 4YTO Thl MHE IIPaBIy
CKaKellb.

— Hert. He crany. Hu 3a uto He cTany.

— Hy, yx ato Hexopouio, Onecst. Pagu nepBoro 3HakoM-
CTBa HEJIb3sI OTKA3bIBaTh... [loueMy ThI He coryracHa?

— IloTtomy, 4TO g Ha Bac yxe Opocajia KapThl, B IpPYroi pa3
HEJb34...

— Henpzsa? Otuero xe? S 3Toro He MOHUMAIO.

— Her, HeT, HEb34... HEMB3S... — 3allleTTayia OHa C CyeBep-
HbIM cTpaxoM. — Cynb0y Heb3s IBa pa3a nbITaTh... He roout-
cs... Ona y3Haet, noaciaymiaer... Cynp0a He JIOOUT, KOrma ee
cropaiuBaloT. OTTOro Bce BOPOXKHN HeCYaCTHBIE.

4 xoren orBeTuTh Oniece KaKO-HUOYIb LIIYTKOW U HE MOT:
CJINIIIKOM MHOTO MCKpPEHHETo yOeXIeHHUs OBLIO B €€ CJIOBaXx,
TaK 4TO JaXe, KOrma OHa, YIIOMSHYB IIpO CyIb0y, CO CTpaIIHOM
OOSI3HBIO OTJITHYJIACH Ha ABEPb, s HEBOJBHO IMTOBTOPWJI 3TO IBU-
JKEHHUE.

— Hy, ecnii He Xouelb MHE TIOragaTh, TaK paccKaXk, 9To y
TeOs1 TOrAa BBILIJIO? — MOIMPOCUIT o.

Onecg BApyT Opocwiia MPSIIKY W IPUTPOHYNIACH PYKOM K
MOEU pyke.

— Her... JIyuiie He Hago, — cKa3ajia OHa, M €€ IJ1a3a IPUHSI -
JIM yMOJISIIOIIE-IeTCKOe BhIpaxkeHue. — Iloxanyiicta, He mpo-
cure... Hexopoiro Bam Beimwio... He mpocure myyie...
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Ho g npoposxan HactauBaTh. Sl He Mor pa3o0pathb: ObLIT U
€e OTKa3 U TeMHbIe HAMEKU Ha CYIb0y HauTpaHHBIM IIPUEMOM
ragajikv, WM OHa JeWCTBUTEJBHO caMa Bepuia B TO, O YEM To-
BOpMJIa, HO MHE CTaJIO KaK-TO HE MO ce0e, MOUYTH KYTKO.

— Hy, xopoitio, 51, moxanyi, ckaxy, — corjlacuiaach HaKo-
Hell Onecst. — ToJIbKO CMOTpPUTE, YTOBOD JIYYIlle JEHET: He cep-
JIUTBCS, €CJIM BaM YTO HE MOHPaBUTCs. BhIIIIO BaM BOT 4TO: 4e-
JIOBEK BbI XOTSI M JOOPBIi, HO TOJBKO cadblid... [loOpoTa Baila
He xopoluasi, He cepaeyHasi. ClIoBy Bbl CBOEMY HE TOCITOAVH.
Han moneMu mo6uTe Bepx OpaTh, a CAMU UM XOTS M HE XOTUTE,
HO ToguuHseTech. BuHo nodure, a Takxke... Hy ma Bce paBHO,
TOBOPUTH, TaK YK€ BCE T10 MOPSAKY... JLo Halllel cecTpbl 00JbHO
0X04YM, ¥ Yepe3 3TO BaM MHOTI'O B XKU3HMU OyneT 3i1a... [leHbramMmu
BBl HE TOPOXUTE 1 KOMUTh UX HE yMeeTe — OOoraTbiM HUKOTAA
He OyzneTe... [oBOpUTH nasbiie?

— ToBopu, rosopu! Bce, yTo 3Haelb, roBopu!

— Jlasplire BBHITIIO, YTO KM3HB Ballla OymeT HeBecenas. Hu-
KOIO BbI CEpIlieM He ITOJI0UTE, IIOTOMY YTO CEpILe Y Bac XO-
JIOOHOE, JICHUBOE, a TeM, KOTOpble Bac OyayT JIIOOWUTh, BbI MHO-
ro rops npuHecete. Hukorna Bbl He XXEHUTECh, TaK XOJOCTbIM
u ymperte. PamocTteli BaM B XXM3HU OOJBIIMX HE OyIeT, HO OyaeT
MHOTO CKYKM U TATOTHL... HacTaHeT Takoe BpeMsi, UTO pyKU CaMU
Ha ce0s1 HaJIOXKUTh 3aX0THUTe... Takoe y Bac JeJI0 OTHO BHIMET...
Ho tonpko He mocMmeeTe, Tak cHeceTe... CUIbHYIO HYXXKIy OyaeTe
TepIieTh, OMHAKO IO KOHELL XKM3HU CyIb0a Balla MepPeMEHUTCS
yepe3 CMEPTh KaKOro-To OJIM3KOIO BaM YeJIOBEKa M COBCEM LIS
Bac HEOXXMAAHHO. ToJIbKO Bce 3TO OyIeT ellle Yepe3 MHOIO JIET, a
BOT B 3TOM rofy... I He 3Halo, yX KOorjia UMEHHO, — KapThl TOBO-
PSIT, YTO OYEHb CKOPO... MOXeT ObITh, JaxKe U B 3TOM MeCILIE...

— YTo Xe CIiydyuTcs B 3TOM Tomy? — CIIPOCUJI sI, KOTJa OHa
OITSITh OCTAHOBMJIACK.

— Jla yx 6010Ch Aaxe roBopuTh aajblie. [Tagaet BaM 00Jib-
111as1 11000Bb CO CTOPOHBI KaKOM-TO TpedoBoii AaMbl. BOT ToJIb-
KO HE MOTY JOTafaThCsl, 3aMYXKHSISI OHA WJIM JAEBYIIKa, a 3HAl0,
YTO C TEMHBIMU BOJOCAMMU. ..

51 HeBOJILHO OpOCHIT OBICTPHIN B3I Ha TojioBy Onecu.

— Yrto BB cMOTpuTe? — MOKpacHeJa BAPYT OHA, IOYYB-
CTBOBaB MOI B3IJISI C TIOHMMaHUEM, CBOMCTBEHHBIM HEKOTO-
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pbIM XeHInHaM. — Hy nma, Bpoae Moux, — MpojosKajia oHa,
MAaIIMHAJIBHO ITOIPABJISISt BOJOCHI U €Ille OOJIbIIIe KpacHesl.

— Taxk TbI roBopuILIb — OoJbLIAsA TpedoBas 11000Bb? — MO-
LIYTUT 5.

— He cwmeiitech, HE HagO CMESITbCS, — CEPbE3HO, IOYTHU
ctporo, 3ametuia Onecs. — S BaM Bce TOJIBKO TTPaBIy TOBOPIO.

— Hy, xopo1uo, He Oyny, He oyay. UTo e manbiie?

— Hamemre... Ox! Hexopomio BBIXOOUT 3To# TpethoBOM
name, xyxe cMmepTtu. ITo3op oHa yepe3 Bac OOJBIION MPUMET,
TaKoM, 4TO BO BCIO XKM3Hb 3a0bITh HEJIb3s, Tevaslb Moaras eit
BBIXOIMT... A BaM B €€ IIJIJaHeTe HUYETo AYPHOI'O He BBIXOIUT.

— IMocaymrait, Onecst, a He MOTJIM JIA TeOS KapThl OOMaHyTh?
3auem Xxe g Oymy TpedoBOIi JaMe CTOJIbKO HEIIPUSITHOCTEH Je-
Jath? YenoBek 51 TUXUIA, CKPOMHBIN, a Tl CTOJIBKO CTPaxoB PO
MEHSI HaroBOpMIIA.

— Hy, yxx aToro 51 He 3Hato. Jla ¥ BBIILIO-TO TaK, YTO HE BbI
9TO caenaeTe, — He HApOYHO, 3HAYUT, a TOJIHKO Yepe3 Bac BCS
9Ta Oena cTpsiceTcs... BoT Korma Mou cioBa cOyIayTCsl, Bbl MEHSI
TOTJa BCTIOMHUTE.

— W Bce 310 Tebe KapThl cKazanu, Onecs?

Ona oTBeTMJIa HE Cpasy, YKIOHYMBO M KaK OyaTo ObI He-
OXOTHO:

— UM xaprel... lla 9 1 6€3 HUX y3HaI0 MHOTO, BOT XOTh ObI
no juuy. Ecinu, Hanpumep, KOTOPBINM YeIOBEK HOJIKEH CKOpPO
HeXOopouleli CMEPThIO YMEPETh, 51 3TO celyac y Hero Ha Juile
MPOYUTAIO, 1aKe TOBOPUTH MHE C HUM HE HYXXHO.

— Y70 Xe Thl BUAUILIb Y HETO B JuLe?

— [a g u cama He 3Haw. CTpalllHO MHE BIPYT CIeIaeTcs,
TOYHO OH HEXMBON IMepeao MHOU CTOUT. BoT xoTh y 6a0yiiku
CTIPOCUTE, OHA BaM CKaXeT, YTO s MpaBmy roBopio. Tpodum,
MEJIbHMK, B ITO3aIIpOLILJIOM ToAy y ce0sl Ha MJIMHE ynaBuJjcs, a
sI €T0 TOJIbKO 3a JIBa THS Tepel] TeM BUesIa U TOTa Xe cKasaja
0abyuike: «Bot mocMotpu, 6adycsi, uro TpochuM Ha THSIX oyp-
HOI1 cMepThI0 yMpeT». Tak OHO 1 BBIILIO. A Ha Iponutbie CBST-
KM 3a11e K HaM KoHokpaz fika, mpocui 6a0yIIKy moragaTh.
babyiika pasnoxuia Ha HEro KapThl, cTaja BOPOXUThb. A OH
LIyTS crpalinBaeT: «Tbl MHE cKaxu, 0abKa, Kakoil s cMep-
ThIO YMpPY?» A caMm cMmeeTcs. Sl Kak moIjisiaena Ha Hero, Tak 1
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TMOIIEBEJbHYThCSI HE MOTY: BMXKY, CUIUT SIKOB, a JIMIIO Y HEro
MepTBOE, 3ejieHoe... [J1a3a 3akphIThl, a TyObI YepHble... [ToTomMm,
yepe3 HeAelo, CBIIMM, YTO TToMMaI MyXXuku SIKoBa, Korma
OH JIOIIIA[Ie# XOTeJI CBeCTH... Bclo HOYB ero 6min... 37101 y Hac
HapoJ 31eCh, 0€3KaJIOCTHBINA... B IISITKM rBO3aY €My 3aKOJIOTH -
JI1, TIepeOIIN KOJIbSIMU BCe pedpa, a K yTpy M3 HETO U IyX BOH.

— Oryero ke Thl eMy He cKa3ajia, 4To ero oena xkaeT?

— A 3adem roBoputh? — Bo3paswmia Osecst. — Yto y cyab0Obl
MOJIOXKEHO, pa3Be OT 3Toro yoexuuib? Tonbko Obl TTOHampac-
Hy 4eJIOBEK CBOM IMOCJIeAHNE THU TPEeBOXWIICH... Jla MHe U ca-
MO TagKo, YTO S TaK BUXKY, cama cebe s1 IIpOTUBHA [eJIaloCh. ..
Tonbko yTo X? DTO Beab y MeHS OT cynb0bl. badka most, korma
IOMOJIOXE ObljIa, TOXE CMEPTh Y3HaBajla, U MOSI MaTh TOXeE, U
0aOKMHA MaTh — 3TO HE OT HAC... 3TO B HaIlleii KPOBM Tak.

OHa mepecraja IpsCTh U CUOeaa, HU3KO OITYyCTHB TOJIOBY,
THUXO TIOJIOKWB PYKHU BIOJb KOJIEH. B €¢ HEmomBMXKHO OCTaHO-
BUBIINXCS TJla3aX C PacIIMPUBIIMMUCS 3pauyKaMu OTPa3uICs
KaKO-TO TEMHBIA yXac, KaKas-TO HEBOJIbHAasI ITOKOPHOCTh
TaWHCTBEHHBIM CHJIaM M CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIM 3HAHMSIM, OCe-
HSBILIMM €€ IYIILY.

v

B 5T0 Bpems cTapyxa pazocTjiajia Ha CTOJIE YMCTOE MOJIOTEH-
1I€ C BBIIIMTBHIMA KOHILIAMU U MOCTABWUJIa HA HETO IBIMSILIUIACS
TOPIIIOK.

— Mnu yxuHats, Ojiecsl, — mo3Baja OHa BHYYKY U IIOCjIe
MUWHYTHOTO KOJie0aHUs MpubaBuia, oopamasch KO MHE, — MO-
KeT OBbITh, ¥ BbI, TOCIIONWH, C HAMU OTKYyIIaeTe? MWIoCTu mpo-
cuM... ToJIbKO HEBaXKHBIE Y HAC KYIIIaHbSI-TO, CYIIOB HE BapuM,
a IPOCTO KPYITHUYOK TIOJIEBOWA. ..

Henp3s ckazaTh, 4TOOBI €€ MPUIJIAIIEHUE OT3hIBAIOCh OCO-
OCHHOI HACTOMYMBOCTHIO, U 5 YK€ OBIJIO XOTEJI 0TKA3aThCs OT
Hero, HO OJjecsl, B CBOIO oyepedb, MOMpocuaa MEHS C TaKou
MWJIOM MPOCTOTON U € TAaKOM JIACKOBOK YJBIOKOM, 4TO 1 IO-
HeBoJjie cornacuiics. OHa cama Hajuja MHE IOJHYIO TapeiaKy
KPYIMHUKA — MOXJIEOKU U3 TPEYHEBOM KPYIIbI C CAJIOM, JTYKOM,

<t— 31 =<~



Anercannp Kvopun

kaprodeneM U Kypulleil — upe3BblYaliHO BKYCHOTO U TMUTa-
TEJIbHOTO KyllaHbsl. Cansich 3a CTOJI, HU 6a0yllKka, HU BHy4YKa
He MePeKPECTWINCh. 3a YXKUHOM $ He TepecTaBal HabloIaTh
3a 00EMMU XEHIIMHAMU, TIOTOMY YTO, [0 MOEMY LJTyOOKOMY
yOeXIeHNI0, KOTOPOE 51 U JIO CUX MOP COXPAHSIIO, HUTIE Yesio-
BEK He BBICKa3bIBA€TCS TaK SICHO, Kak BO BpeMs ennl. CTapyxa
rJoTajga KPYMmHUK ¢ TOPOIJIMBON XaJHOCTbIO, TPOMKO YaBKast
W 3alMXWBasi B POT OTPOMHBIE KyCKM Xjieba, TaK 4TO TOJ €e
JOpSIOIBIMU 1IEKaMU B3IyBaJUCh W JBUTATUCH OOJIbIIUE TYJIU.
Y Onecu naxe B MaHepe eCThb OblJla KaKasi-TO BPOXACHHA I10-
PSZIOYHOCTb.

Cnycts 4ac mocje yxXuHa s IPOCTUJICS C XO3SIWKaMu U3-
OYILIKM Ha KypbUX HOXKaX.

— XoTuTe, s Bac MPOBOXY HEMHOXKO? — TMpeaoxXuia
Onecsi.

— Kakue Takue npoBofbl elie Bbiaymanal — cepauTo Mmpo-
mamMkana crapyxa. — He cunurcs Tebe Ha MecTe, CTpEeKo3a...

Ho Onecs yxe HakuHyja Ha rojoBY KpacHBI KalleMupo-
BBII TUTAaTOK U BAPYT, IToA0eXkaB K 6adylIke, OOHsIa €€ U 3BOH-
KO rolieyioBaia:

— Babymka! Munasi, noporasi, 3070Tasl... I TOJIbKO Ha MH-
HYTOUKY, ceiyac 1 Ha3al.

— Hy nagHo, yx nagHo, BepueHasi, — cjabo orbuBanach oT
Hee cTapyxa. — Bbl, rocrioguH, He odeccyabsTe: COBCeM IypodKa
OHa y MEHS.

IMpoiins y3Kyto TPOMUHKY, MBI BBIIIUIM Ha JIECHYIO TOPOTY,
YEPHYIO OT TPsi3U, BCIO UCTOINTAHHYIO ClielaMU KOTMBIT U U300-
POXIEHHYIO KOJIESIMU, TIOJTHBIMU BOJIbI, B KOTOPOI OTpaXkaJycst
rnoxap BeuepHeil 3apu. Mbl UM OOOYMHOW JOPOTH, CILIONIbL
MOKPHITOM OYpBIMM TIPONUIOTOAHUMU JINCTHSIMU, €I1le HE BbI-
coximumu nociie cHera. Koe-rie ckBo3b X MEPTBYIO XKeJTU3HY
TOJBIMAJI CBOW JIMJIOBBIE TOJIOBKW KPYITHBIE KOJIOKOJIBUYUKH
«CHa» — TepBoro LBeTka [Tonechs.

— IMocnymaii, Onecsa, — Havasl I, — MHE OYEeHb XOUYETCS
CIIPOCUTH TeOSI KOE 0 UeM, 11a 51 00I0Ch, UTO Thl pacCEPIUIILCS. ..
CKaxu MHe, TIpaB/y JIM TOBOPST, YTO TBOSI 6a0Ka... Kak Obl 3TO
BBIPA3UTHCA?..

— KonnyHss? — crnokoiiHo nmomorja MHe Omnecsl.
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— Her... He xonnyHbs... — 3amsiicd 1. — Hy na, ecau xo-
Yyellb — KOJAyHbS... KOHeUHo, Beab Majio JIM YTO OOJTAIOT.
IMoueMy eif mpOCTO-HAIIPOCTO HE 3HATh KaKWX-HUOYIb TpaB,
CpeAcTB, 3aroBopoB?.. BripoueM, eciu Tebe 3TO HENMPUATHO, TO
MOXEIIIb HEe OTBEYaTh.

— Her, oTtuero ke, — oOTO3Bajiach OHa TPOCTO, — YTO XK
TyT HenpusgTHoro? Jla oHa, mpaBna, KojaayHbsl. Ho Tonbko Te-
Tepb OHA CTaJla cTapa M yX He MOXET JIeJaTh TOro, 4TO AeJiana
paHbIIIE.

— Yto xe oHa yMmesna fenatb? — TOI000ITBITCTBOBAI S1.

— Paznoe. Jleuuts yMena, oT 3y0OB MoJb30Baja, pyLy 3a-
roBapuBaja, OTYMThIBaAJA, €CJU KOro OemieHas codbaka yKyCUT
WX 3Mesl, KJIaJbl YKa3bIBaja... 1a BCETO U He MePEYUCIIUILb.

— 3Haemb yto, Onecd?.. Thl MeHS U3BUHHU, a ST BEIb 3TOMY
Bcemy He Bepio. Hy, Oyab co MHOIO OTKpOBEHHA, 51 Te0s1 HUKO-
My HE BbIIaM: BEIb BCE 3TO OIHO IIPUTBOPCTBO, YTOOBI TOJIBKO
JIIoIeit MOpOYUTH?

OHa paBHOMYIIIHO I0XaJla IIeYaMU.

— Jlymaiite, kak xotute. KoHeuHo, 06a0y nepeBEeHCKY10 00-
MOPOYNTh HUYETO HE CTOUT, HO Bac OBl 51 HE CTajla OOMaHbIBATh.

— 3HaunT, TH TBEPAO BEPUIITH KOJIIOBCTBY?

— Jla xaK ke MHe He BepuTh? Benb y Hac B poay 4aphl... Sl u
caMa MHOTO€ yMero.

— Onnecs, ronyoymika... Eciu Obl THI 3Haja, KaK MHE 3TO
UHTEpECcHO... HeyxXeu Thl MHEe HUYETO He TOKaXKeIhb?

— Ortyero xe, MOKaxy, €CJId XOTUTe, — C TOTOBHOCTBIO CO-
miacunach Onecs. — Ceituac xenaere?

— Jla, ecai MOXHO, ceifgac.

— A GosiThes He OyneTe?

— Hy Bot rynoctu. Houbto, MoxeT ObITh, 60s7ICH OBI, a
TeIeph elle CBETJIO.

— Xopouuo. /laiiTe MHE pyKY.

Sl nmoBuHOBancs. Ojecss OBICTPO 3acydymyia pPyKaB MOETO
MMaJIbTO M pacCTerHyJIa 3aIIOHKY Y MAaHXXETKH, TTOTOM OHa JI0CTa-
Jla U3 CBOETO KapMaHa HeOOJbIION, BepiliKa B TpU, (PUHCKUI
HOXUWK M BBIHYJIA €70 M3 KOXXaHOTO YexJa.

— Yro THI XOUelIb AeNaTh? — CIIPOCHUJ 5, YYBCTBYsI, KaK BO
MHE IIeBeIbHYJIOCH TTOIJIEHHKOE OITaceHueE.
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— A BOT ceiiuac... Beapb BbI ke cKa3aiu, 4YTo He OyneTe 060-
SThCS!

Bapyr pyka ee chenana efaBa 3aMETHOE JIETKOE IBVIXEHUE, U
ST OLIYTAJI B MSIKOTH PYKH, HEMHOTO BBIIIIC TOI'O MECTA, IIIe IIMy-
MaroT IyJbC, pa3apaxalroliee TPUKOCHOBEHUE OCTPOTroO JIE3BUSI.
KpoBb TOTYAC k€ BBICTYITIJIA BO BCIO IIMPUHY MOpe3a, MOIIIACh
M0 pyKe 1 YacThIMU KaIUIIMU 3aKaraja Ha 3emio. S ensa ynep-
JKaJicsl OT TOTO, YTOOBI HE KPMKHYTh, HO, KaXKeTCs, TI00JIeTHE.

— He 0oiiTech, XX1BBI OcTaHEeTeCh, — ycMexHynach Onecs.

OHa Kpenko oOXBaTWJIa pyKOil MOIO PYKY ITOBBIIIEC PaHbI
U, HU3KO CKJIOHMBUIMCH K HEW JIMLIOM, CTajia OBICTPO IIeNTaTh
YTO-TO, 00JaBast MOIO KOXY TOPSTUMM TIPEPBIBUCTBIM JTBIXaHU-
eMm. Korna xxe Oinecst BRIIPSAMUWIACH Y pa3xkajga CBOM IaJIbIIbI,
TO Ha MOPAaHEHHOM MECTE OCTaJIach TOJIbKO KpacHas LlaparnyHa.

— Hy uro? [1oBoibHO ¢ Bac? — C JIyKaBOU YJIBIOKOW CIpO-
cuJia OHa, Ipsya CBOM HOXUK. — XOTHUTE elle?

— Koneuno, xouay. Toabko, eciii ObI MOXHO OBLUIO, HE TaK
YX CTpallIHO M 06€3 KpOBOMPOJMUTHSI, MOXKaIylicTa.

— Y10 6BI BaM Takoe IOKa3aTh? — 3amgyMajiach oHa. — Hy
XOTh pa3Be 3TO BOT: MAUTE BOEPEAU MEHs 110 Aopore... TolbKo,
CMOTpUTE, HE 0O0OpauYNBalTECh HA3al.

— A 2T0 He OyaeT cTpalltHO? — CIPOCUI $, cTapasich Oec-
TIEIHOU YITBIOKOW TPUKPHBITH 00SI3IMBOE OXMIAHWEC HETIPUSIT-
HOTO CIOPIIpU3a.

— Her, Her... I1ycTaxu... Uaure.

A momien Bnepen, o4eHb 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIN OIBITOM, 4yB-
CTBys 3a CBoeii cnuHOl HampsbkeHHbI B3rasan Onecu. Ho,
MPOWAS OKOJIO OBAAATH IIAroB, ST BAPYT CIIOTKHYJICS Ha CO-
BCEM POBHOM MECTE U YITaJl HHYKOM.

— Wnure, noure! — 3akpuyana Onecst. — He obopaunBaii-
Techb! DTO HUUYETO, J0 CBAIbOBI 3a3KUBET... lep:KuTech Kperue 3a
3eMJTI0, KOoTa OyaeTe maaarh.

S nmouwren panbiie. Ene gecsaTth 11aros, M s BTOPMYHO pac-
TSHYJICSI BO BECh POCT.

OJecst IPOMKO 3aX0XO0TaJla M 3aXJI0I1ajia B JIAMOIIH.

— Hy uro? JIoBonbHBI? — KPUKHYJIA OHA, CBEpKasl CBOMMU
oenbiMu 3ydbamu. — Bepure teneps? Huuero, Huuero!.. [Tone-
TeJIM He BBEPX, a BHU3.

<t— 34 <&



OnEcs

— Kak 1Bl 3T0 cuenana? — ¢ yOIUBJICHUEM CIIPOCHUI S, OT-
PSIXMBasICh OT IIPUCTABIIMX K MOE OHeXIe BETOYEK M CYXMX
TPaBUHOK. — DTO HEe CEKpET?

— BoBce He cekpeT. Sl BaM C yIOBOJIBCTBUEM DPACCKAXY.
Tonbko 6010CH, UTO, TTOXaNyii, Bbl He noiimere... He cymero s
OOBSICHUTb.

S melicTBUTENBHO He coBceM IoHsI ee. Ho, ecau He omm-
0aloch, 3TOT CBOEOOpa3HbIi (POKYC COCTOMT B TOM, YTO OHA,
WO 32 MHOIO CJIEOOM Iar 3a IIlaroM, HOra B HOTY, U HEOT-
CTYITHO TJISIASI HAa MEHSI, B TO e BpeMsI CTapaeTcsl MoapaXxarhb
KaXIOMy, caMOMy MaJleilllieMy MOEMy ABMKEHMIO, TaK CKa-
3aTh, OTOXIECTBIISIET ce0s1 co MHoto. [Ipoiinsg Takum obpazoM
HECKOJIbKO IIaroB, OHAa HAaYMHAeT MBICJIEHHO BOOOpaXaTh Ha
HEKOTOPOM PAaCCTOSTHUM BIIEpEIW MEHS BEPEBKY, IPOTSIHYTYIO
IomnepeK OTOPOTH Ha apIIMH OT 3eMiau. B Ty MuHyTY, Korma s
JIOJDKEH TTPUKOCHYTBCS HOTOM K 3TOil BOOOpaxkaeMoli BEPEBKeE,
Orecst BOPYT AenaeT naaamooliee IBIKeHUeE, U TOTa, 1o €€ Clo-
BaM, caMbIii KpEeNKUii YeJI0BEK MOJLKEH HEIPEMEHHO yMHacTb...
TonbKo MHOTO BpeMEHM CITYCTSI ST BCIOMHWJI COMBYMBOE O0BSIC-
Henue OiiecH, Koraa yuTaji oTdeT goktopa Illapko 06 ombiTax,
MPOM3BEACHHBIX UM Hai ABYyMs TarueHTkamu Canbrnerpuepa,
Mpo(PeCcCUOHAIBHBIMU KOJIAYHbSIMM, CTPaJaBLIMMU UCTEPUEIA.
W g OblT OYeHb yOUBJIEH, Y3HAB, YTO (hpaHIy3CKHUE KOJIIYHbU
M3 IIPOCTOHAPOAbS IpUOEraayd B IOJOOHBIX CIIydasX COBep-
IIEHHO K TOM Xe CHOPOBKE, KaKylo IycKajla B XOI XOPOIIIeHb-
Kas TIojieccKasl BeabMa.

— O! 4 elie MHOIO 4ero ymew, — caMOyYBEpPeHHO 3asiBUJIa
Onecsi. — Hanmpumep, s MOry HarHath Ha Bac CcTpax.

— Yro 310 3HAYUT?

— Cpenaro Tak, 4To BaM CTpalrHO ctaHeT. CUauTe BbI, Ha-
MIpUMED, y cebs1 B KOMHATe BEYEPOM, U BAPYT Ha Bac HaiIET HU
C TOTO HU C CETO TaKOl CTpax, YTO BBI 3aIPOKUTE U OTIISTHYTHCS
Ha3ajg He mocMeeTe. ToNMbKO I 3TOr0 MHE HYXXHO 3HaTh, TJe
BBI JXMBETE, U paHbIIe BUIETh Ballly KOMHATY.

— Hy, yx 3T0 coBceM npocto, — ycomHuics si. — Ilomoii-
JIelb K OKHY, TOCTYYMIITb, KPpUKHEIIb YTO-HUOYIb.

— O HerT, HerT... { Oyny B Jiecy B 3TO BpeMsl, HUKYAa 13 XaThl
He BbIiay... Ho s1 Oyay cumeTh U Bce AyMaThb, 4TO BOT I MUY 11O
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VJIMIIE, BXOXKY B Balll IOM, OTBOPSIIO IBEPH, BXOXY B Ballly KOM-
HaTy... BBl cugurte roe-HUOYIb... HY XOTh Y CTOJIA... S MOAKpa-
IBIBAIOCh K BaM C3aJW TUXOHBKO... BBl MEHSI HE CJBIIINTE... S
XBaTalo Bac 3a IUIEYO0 PyKaMM W HAYMHAIO JaBUTh... BCE KPEIl-
ye, KpeIJe, Kpemye... a caMa IVISDKY Ha Bac... BOT TaK — CMOT-
pure...

Ee ToHKVEe GpOBU BAPYT CABUHYJIUCH, IJ1a3a B yIIOP OCTaHO-
BUJIMCh HA MHE C TPO3HBIM U MPUTATUBAIOIIAM BEIpasKCHUEM,
3pauyky YBEJMYWINCh U MOCUHEIN. MHe TOTYac K¢ BCIIOMHU-
Jlach BUIeHHass MHOIO B MockBe, B TpeThsIKOBCKOI Tajepee,
roysioBa Memy3bl — paboTa y:K He TIOMHIO KaKOTO XyIOXHMKa.
ITonm 3TMM NpPUCTAIBbHBIM, CTPAHHBIM B3IJISIIOM MEHSI OXBAaTHII
XOJIOIHBIN YXac CBEPXbeCTECTBEHHOIO.

— Hy nonHo, nonaHo, Onecd... bynet, — cka3zan s ¢ genaH-
HBIM CMeXOM. — MHe ropasmo OoJibllie HPAaBUTCSI, KOTJA THI
VJIBIOACIIbCSI, TOrA Y TeOsI TaKOe MIIIOE, NETCKOE JIUIIO.

Mpr mouiu masneiine. MHe BAPYr BCIIOMHWJIACH BBIpA3M-
TEJILHOCTb M Iaxe ISl IIPOCTOi AeBYIIKY M3BICKAHHOCTh (Dpa3
B pasroBope Osecu, U s CKa3al:

— 3Haeub, YTO MeHs yauBisieT B Tede, Onecss? BOT ThI BbI-
pocia B Jiecy, HUKOTO He BWAABIIW... YWTaTh THI, KOHEUHO,
TOXE MHOI'O He MOIJIa.

— [la s BOBce HE yMEIO U YUTaTh-TO.

— Hy, Tem Oogee... A MeXAy TeM ThI TaK XOPOILIO TOBOPUIIIb,
He XyXe Hacroseil OapbiiHu. CKaxud MHe, OTKyaa y TeOs
a10? [loHnMaelb, 0 yeM s cripalMBaio?

— Jla, noHuMal. DTo Bce OT 0adymku... Bl He risiauTte,
yTO OHA Takas ¢ Bumy. Y! Kakast ona ymnas!! Bot, MoXeT OBITb,
OHa ¥ TIpU Bac Pa3roOBOPUTCS, KOIJa ITOOOJIbIIE MPUBLIKHET...
OHa Bce 3HaeT, Hy ITPOCTO BCE Ha CBETE, ITPO YTO HU CITPOCHUIIIb.
IIpaBma, mocTapeiia OHa TeIepb.

— 3HauuT, OHa MHOTO BHjIeJIa Ha cBoeM BeKy? OTKyma oHa
ponom? Ime oHa paHblie Xxuaa?

KazkeTcst, 3T Bompockl He TToHpaBmwimch Omnece. OHa OT-
BETHJIa HE Cpa3y, YKIOHUYMBO 1 HEOXOTHO:

— He 3Haro... /Ia oHa 00 3TOM U He JI0OUT roBopUTh. Eciu
K€ KOIJIa M CKaXeT 4YTO, TO BCerda IPOCUT 3a0bITh U HE BCIIO-
MUHaTh Oosbire... Hy, ogHako, MHe mopa, — 3aTOpOIMIACh
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Onecs, — 6abymika oyneT cepanuthbes. o cBuganms... [IpocTtu-
Te, MMEHM Balllero He 3HAlO.

A HazBacs.

— HMBan TumodeeBnu? Hy, BoT 1 ormmyHo. Tak 1o cBUOaHbs,
HMBan TumodeeBuu! He GpearyiiTe Hallleii XxaToii, 3axoauTe.

Ha mpomanbe s IpOTSIHYI €if pyKy, U ee MaJieHbKasl Kpell-
Kasi pyKa OTBETWJIa MHE CUJIbHBIM, IPY>KECKUM MOXaTUEM.

VI

C aTOTO OHS 51 CTal YacThIM TOCTeM B M30YIIKE Ha KypbUX
Hoxkax. Kaxnpiii pa3, korma g npuxonui, Onecs BcTpeyaia
MEHSI C CBOMM TIPMBBIYHBIM CAEPXaHHBIM TOCTOMHCTBOM. Ho
BCeria, 1o MepBOMY HEBOJIbHOMY ABMKEHUIO, KOTOPOE OHa JeJia-
JIa, YBUIIEB MEHS, sI 3aMevall, YTO OHa PAIYeTCsI MOEMY TTPUXOIY.
Crapyxa mmo-npexxHeMy He IepecraBajia 0ypyaTh UTO-TO ceOe o
HOC, HO SIBHOTO HenOOpOIKeNaTeIbcTBa He BbhIpaXkajia Ojaroma-
psI HEBUAMMOMY JIJISI MEHSI, HO HECOMHEHHOMY 3aCTYITHUYECTBY
BHYYKM; TaKXXe HEMajioe BIMSIHWME B OJIarOTBOPHOM JIsSI MEHS
CMBICJIE OKa3bIBAJIU TMPUHOCUMBIE MHOIO KOE-KOTJa TMONapKU:
TO TEIUIbI IJIaTOK, TO OaHKa BapeHbsl, TO OYThUIKA BUIIHEBOM
HaymBKU. Y Hac ¢ OJieceif, TOYHO 110 6e3MOJIBHOMY OOOIOTHOMY
YTOBODY, BOLILJIO B OOBIKHOBEHME, YTO OHA MEHS ITPOBOXKaJa 10
W purHOBCKOTO TUTsIXa, KOraa s yxonui nomoi. M Bcerma y Hac B
9TO BpeMsl 3aBsI3bIBAJICSI TaKOM KMBOU, MHTEPECHBIA pa3roBop,
YTO MBI 00a CTapajavch IMOHEBOJE TPOMINUTH ITOPOTY, WA Kak
MOXHO THUIlle 0€3MOJBHBIMM JIECHBIMU omylukamu. Hoins ao
MprHOBCKOTO IIJISIXa, 5T €€ TTPOBOXKaJI 0OpPaTHO C TTOJIBEPCTHI, 1
BCE-TaKu, MpexKae YeM IIPOCTUTHCS, MBI €llle TOJIT0 pa3roBapu-
BaJId, CTOSI IO MaXy4UM HaBECOM COCHOBBIX BETBEH.

He ongna kpacora Onecu MeHsI B Hell 04apoBbIBajia, HO TaK-
K€ U ee lLieJbHasl, caMOObITHAsI, CBOOOIHAsI HAaTypa, €€ YM, Of-
HOBPEMEHHO SICHBI M OKYTaHHBI HEMOKOJIEOMMBIM HAClel-
CTBEHHBIM CyeBepHUEM, NIETCKU HEBUHHBIN, HO 1 HE JIMIIEHHbIA
JIyKaBOTO KOKETCTBa KpacuBOM XeHIIuHbI. OHa He ycTaBajia
MEHsI pacclpallliBaTh MOAPOOHO 000 BCEM, YTO 3aHMMAIO U
BOJTHOBAJIO €€ TIEPBOOBITHOE, SIPKOE BOOOpaXkeHUe: O CTpaHax U
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Hapozax, 00 SABJICHUSIX MPUPOIbI, 00 YCTPOICTBE 3eMJIU U BCe-
JICHHO#1, 00 YYEHBIX JIIOAAX, O OOJIBIIMX Toponax... MHoroe e
KazaJioCch YAVWBUTEIBHBIM, CKa30YHBIM, HETPaBIOIOI00HBIM.
Ho g ¢ camoro Hayaja Halllero 3HAKOMCTBA B3sUI ¢ HEIO TaKOM
Cepbe3HbIiA, NICKPEHHUI 1 TIPOCTOI TOH, YTO OHA OXOTHO ITPH-
HUMajia Ha 6ECKOHTPOJIBHYIO BEpy Bce MOM pacckasbl. MHorma,
3aTPYAHSISCh OOBSICHUTD €1 UTO-HUOYb, CIMIIKOM, 10 MOEMY
MHEHUIO, HETIOHSITHOE IIJTSI €€ TIOYINKAPCKOM TOJIOBHI (2 MHOM
pa3 1 caMOMY MHE HE COBCEM SICHOE), S BO3paxKasl Ha ee XKall-
HBIE BOIIPOCH: «Bumaumib ... Sl He cyMeio Tebe 3TOro paccka-
3aTh... Thbl HE TTIOMMEIIb MEHST».

Torna oHa IpMHUMAaJIACh MEHST YMOJISITh:

— Her, moxanyiicTa, moxainyiicta, s HOCTapalockh... Bbl XOThb
KaK-HUOYIb CKaXXUTE... XOTh U HEITOHSITHO...

OHa npuHyXaajxa MeHsI ITyCKaTbCsl B YYIOBUIIIHBIC CPaBHE-
HUsS, B caMble Iep3KUe MPUMEPHI, M €CIU s 3aTPYIHSUICS II0-
IBICKATh BhIpaXKeHNUE, OHA caMa ITOMOTajia MHE LIEJIBIM JTOXIEM
HETepIIeJMBBIX BOIIPOCOB, BPOJE T€X, KOTOPhIE MBI IIpeajiaraeM
3aMKe, MYYUTEJIBHO 3acTpsIBIIEMYy Ha OmHOM cioBe. U meii-
CTBUTEJIBHO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB €€ I'MOKWIA, IMOABVIKHBIM yM M
CBeXXee BOOOpaXkeHNE TOPKECTBOBAJIM HAJ MOWM IIeJarornde-
ckuM OeccuiveM. S moHeBoJjIe yoexkmacs, 4To ISl CBOeii cpe-
ITBI, IUTST CBOETO BOCITMTAHMS (MM, BepHEe CKa3aTh, OTCYTCTBUS
ero) oHa o0Jagana U3yMUTEIbHBIMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMM.

OmHaxabl S BCKOJIb3b YIOMSIHYJI 4TO-TO 1po IlerepOypr.
Onecs TOTYAC XKe 3aMHTEePEeCOBaJIaCh:

— Yro takoe Iletepbypr? Mecteuko?

— Her, 3T0 He MeCTEUYKO, 3TO CaMbIil OOJIBIIION PYCCKUIA TO-
pop.

— Cawmprit 6ompinoit? Camblif, caMblii, YTO HM Ha €CTbh?
U Gonblie ero HeTy? — HaMBHO MpPHUCTajia OHa KO MHE.

— Hy ma... Tam Bce Ti1aBHOE HA4YaJbCTBO XMWBET... TOCIIOIA
oosnblue... JJomMa TaM Bce KaMEHHbIE, AEPEBIHHBIX HET.

— VX, KOHeuHO, Topa3no cosbine Hammeir Ctermann? — yBe-
peHHo crpocuiia Onecs.

— O pa... HEMHOXKO TIOOOJIBIIIE... TaK, pa3 B MITHCOT. TaM
TaKKle €CTh IOMa, B KOTOPBIX B KaXXIOM HapOay XXUBET BIBOE
Oosblie, yeMm Bo Beeit CternaHu.
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— Ax, boxe Moit! Kakue ke 3T0 foMa? — IOYTH B UCITyTe
cripocuia Onecsl.

MHe npuILIoCh, IO OOBIKHOBEHUIO, MMPUOETHYTh K CpaBHE-
HUIO.

— YxacHble 1oMa. B 18Tk, B 1I€CThb, 2 TO U B CEMb 3TaXeH.
Bunuims BoT TY cocHy?

— Cawmy1o 6osbiyo? Buky.

— Tak Bot Takue Bhicokue noma. M cBepxy moHuM3y HaOu-
THI JIOAbMU. 2KUBYT 3TU JIOAU B MaJEHbKUX KOHYpax, TOYHO
MITULIBI B KJIETKaX, YEJIOBEK 110 IECSITU B KaXIOM, TaK YTO BCEM
1 BO3IYXY-TO He XBaTaeT. A IpYrue BHU3Y XKHUBYT, MO CaMOM
3eMJIeil, B CBIPOCTH M XOJIOZE; CIyJaeTcsl, YTO COJIHIIA Y ceOs B
KOMHATe KPYIJIbIil TOI HE BUISAT.

— Hy, yx g 6 HM 3a 4TO HE MPOMEHSIIa CBOETO Jieca Ha Balll
ropon, — ckazaya Ojecs, mokauas ro10Boii. — A u B CtenaHb-
TO Mpuay Ha 6a3ap, TaK MHE IIPOTUBHO caenaeTcs. ToakaroTes,
mymsT, OpaHsarcs... M Takast MeHs Tocka BO3bMET 3a JIECOM, —
Tak Obl Opocuia Bce 1 0e3 orisiAky noodexana... bor ¢ HuMm, ¢
TOpOIOM BaIllUM, HE cTajia OBl ST TaM XXUTh HUKOT/A.

— Hy, a ecnu TBoit My OyneT u3 ropoja? — CIPOCHUI I C
JIETKOM yJIBIOKOA.

Ee 6poBM HaxMypUJIMCh, 1 TOHKUE HO3APU APOTHYJIU.

— Bor emie! — ckazayia oHa ¢ nmpeHeOpexxeHneM. — Huka-
KOI'0 MHE MyzKa He Halo.

— BTO THI TENepb TOJBKO Tak roBopuillb, Onecs. [Toutu Bce
JIeBYLIKM TO XK€ CaMOe TOBOPST M BCE K€ 3aMyX BBIXOHAT. [1o-
IOXAW HEMHOIO: BCTPETUIILCI C KEM-HUOYIb, MOTIOOMUIIL —
TOTJIa HE TOJIbKO B TOPO/I, @ HA Kpal CBETa C HUM ITOWIEeIb.

— AX, HeT, HeT... moxaJyiicra, He OyaeM o0 3ToM, — Joca-
JINBO oTMaxHynack oHa. — Hy Kk yeMy atoT pasroBop?.. [1pomry
Bac, HE HaJo.

— Kakas o1 cmenrHast, Onecs. Heyxenu Tel mymMaerib, 9To
HUKOTJA B 3KU3HU He MOTI00OUIIbL MY>KUYMHY? Thl — Takas MoJ0-
nasi, KpacuBasi, CuiibHas. Eciiu B TeOe KpOBb 3aropuTCs, TO YK
TYT HE J0 3apOKOB OYyJeT.

— Hy 4to X — U mojo6mo! — CBEpKHYB IJ1a3aMu, C BbI-
30BoM oTBeTwiIa Onecsi. — CrpalimBaTbCsl HA y KOTO HE Oyay...

— CraJio OBITh, ¥ 3aMYyX NOKAEIb, — MOAIPA3ZHUI 5.
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— DTO0 BbI, MOXET OBITh, IIPO 1IEPKOBb TOBOpUTE? — HOTa-
JaJach OHA.

— KoHeuHo, mpo 1epKOBb... CBAIIEHHUK BOKPYT aHaJIOs
OyneT BOOUTh, NbSIKOH 3amoeT «Vcaus muKyii», Ha TOJIOBY TeOe
HaJCHYT BEHEIl...

Omnecs orycTriia BEKU U CO CJIab0# YIBIOKOI OTpUIIATETHEHO
rnoxKayajia roJioBOM.

— Her, rony6uuk... MoxeT ObITb, BAM U HE MOHPABUTCS,
YTO 51 CKaXy, a TOJIbKO y HaC B POy HUKTO HE BEHYAJICS: U MaTh
U 6abka 6e3 3Toro mpoxuiau... Ham B 1IepKOBb U 3aXOJUTh-TO
HEJb34...

— Bce u3-3a KomoBCTBa Balero?

— Ja, 13-3a Halllero KoJjJaoBCTBa, — CO CIIOKOMHOI cepbe3-
HocThlo oTBeTrIa Ofiecst. — Kak ke 51 TocMelo B 1IepKOBb TTOKa-
3aThCSI, €CJIM YK€ OT CaMOT'0 POXKACHUS MOS AyIlIa TIpOaaHa em).

— Onecd... Munas... [ToBepb MHe, UTO Thl caMa cebst oOMa-
HBIBaeIlb... Benb 3T0 AMKO, 3TO CMENTHO, YTO Thl TOBOPUIIIb.

Ha nuue Onecu omsITh MOKa3aaoCh yKe 3aMeYeHHOEe MHOIO
OHAXIIBl CTPAaHHOE BBIpaXXeHWE yOeXIEeHHON M MpavyHOU ITO-
KOPHOCTHU CBOEMY TAMHCTBEHHOMY ITpeIHa3HAYEHMUIO.

— Her, Het... Bbl 3TOr0 HEe MOXeTE MOHSTH, a I ITO UYB-
CTBYIO... BOT 31ech, — OHa KpenkKo IPUTUCHYJIA PYKY K Ipy-
IV, — B Aylle YyBCTBYIO. Bech Halll pox MPOKIIST BO BEKU Be-
KoB. /la BBl MOCyaUTe CaMM: KTO XK€ HaM IIOMOTaeT, KaK He oH?
Pa3Be MoXeT mpocToil YeloBeK cliejaTh To, 4TO s Mory? Bcs
Hallla CWia OT Hez2o UIET.

W xaxnplil pa3 Halll pa3roBop, €Ba KOCHYBIIIMCh 3TOM He-
OOBIYalfHOM TeMBbI, KOHYAJICS TTOIOOHBIM 00pa3oM. HampacHo s
HCTOILAJ BCE AOCTYMHbIe MOHUMaHUI0 Oyiecu TOBOIbI, Hampac-
HO TOBOPWJI B MPOCTOI (hOopMe O TUITHOTU3ME, O BHYLIEHWH, O
JNOKTOpax-TicuxuaTpax M 00 MHAMACKUX (akupax, HaIpacHO
crapajcsi OOBSICHUTD il (PU3MOJIOTUIECKUM ITyTEM HEKOTOphIE
U3 €€ OIIBITOB, XOTsI Obl, HAIIPUMEDP, 3ar0BapUBaHKUE KPOBU, KO-
TOPOE TaK MPOCTO TOCTUTAETCS UCKYCHBIM HaXkKaTHeM Ha BeHY, —
Onrnecs, Takas IOBepUYMBasi KO MHE BO BCEM OCTaJIbHOM, C YIIpsi-
MOI HACTOMYMBOCTBIO OIpOBEprajia BCE MOM O0Ka3aTeJIbCTBa
U 00bsicHeHMS... «Hy, Xopolllo, XopoIio, Ipo 3aroBop KPOBU s
BaM, TaK U ObITh, MOJAPI0, — FOBOPWJIA OHA, BO3BHIIIAs T'OJ0C B
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YBJIEYEHUH CIIOpa, — a OTKyAa ke apyroe 6epercsi? Pa3se st oqHO
TOJIBKO U 3HAIO, YTO KPOBb 3aroBapuBaTh? XOTUTE, sI BaM B OIUH
JIEHb BCEX MBIIIEH U TapaKaHOB BbIBEAY M3 XaTbl? XOTHUTE, S B
JIBa THSI BBUIEYY IIPOCTOM BOIOM CaMyIO CHJIBHYIO OTHEBUILY, XOTh
OBl BCE Balllk JOKTOPa OT OOJIbHOIO OTKa3anuch? XOTUTe, S Cle-
JIalo TaK, YTO BbI KAKOE-HUOYIb OMHO CIOBO COBCEM M03abyaeTe?
A CHBI TToYeMy $1 pasraabiBalo? A Oyayliee noyemy y3Haro?»

KoHuascs aToT crop Bceraa TeM, 4To u 1 1 Onecsl yMoJiKa-
JIM He 6e3 BHYTPEHHETO pa3apakeHus APYT MPOTUB npyra. Jeii-
CTBUTEJIEHO, JIJIT MHOTOTO M3 €€ YEePHOTO MCKYCCTBA S HE YMeE
HaliT OOBSICHEHUS B CBOEH HeOOJIbIION HayKe. S He 3Hato U He
MOTY CKa3aThb, 00j1anaza v OJiecs 1 MOJOBUHOM TeX CEKPETOB, O
KOTOPBIX TOBOPUJIA C TAKOWM HAWUBHOW BEPOW, HO TO, YEMY I caM
ObIBa7l HEPENKO CBUIETENEM, BCEJIMJIO B MEHS HEIOKOJIeOnMoe
yoexxnenue, uyto Ojece OBUIM OOCTYITHBI T¢ O€CCO3HATCIIbHEIC,
WHCTMHKTUBHbBIE, TyMaHHbIE, AOOBITbIE CIy4YailHbIM OIIBITOM,
CTpaHHBIC 3HAHUS, KOTOPBIE, OTIEPEINB TOYHYIO HAyKy Ha 1IeJTbIe
CTOJIETUS, KMBYT, IIEPEMEIIABIIMCh CO CMEIIHBIMU W IUKUMU
MOBEPbSIMM, B TEMHOM, 3aMKHYTOM HAapOIHOU Macce, TepenaBa-
SICh KaK BeJIMyJaiilas TaifHa U3 TIOKOJIEHNSI B TIOKOJICHHUE.

HecmoTpst Ha pe3koe pa3HOIIacue B 3TOM €IWHCTBEHHOM
IMYHKTE, MbI BCE CUJIbHEE U Kperye MPUBSI3bIBAIUCH APYT K IPy-
ry. O mM00BM MeXIy HaMM He OBLIO CKa3aHo ellle HU CJIoBa, HO
OBITb BMECTE IIJISI HAC YK€ CIAEeIaI0Ch ITIOTPEOHOCThIO, M YacTO B
MOJTYaJIMBbIE MUHYTBI, KOTIa HAllI B3TJISIAbl HEYasHHO U OJHO-
BPEMEHHO BCTPEYAINCH, ST BUAE, KaK YBIIAXXHSUIMCH I1a3a OJe-
CH M Kak OMJIaCh TOHEHbKas rojiydas XujKa y Hee Ha BUCKE...

3aro Mou OTHoOlIeHUs1 ¢ pMOJIOif COBCEM MCTIOPTUIIUCH.
s Hero, o4yeBUAHO, HEe ObLIM TaiHONH MOM MOCEIIEHUS W3-
OYIIKM Ha KypbUX HOXKAaX M BeuepHUEe nporyiaku ¢ Oneceii: oH
BCeraa ¢ yIMBUTEIbHOM TOUHOCTBIO 3HAJ BCE, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT
B e2o0 siecy. C HEKOTOpPOTO BPeMEHU 5T 3aMETWJI, YTO OH HAYMHAET
n3beratb MeHs1. Ero yepHble I1a3a ciaeausiv 3a MHOIO U3JAJIU C
VIIPEKOM W HEYIOBOJLCTBHEM KaXKIBIN pa3, Korma s cooOnpa-
Csl UITU B JIeC, XOTS IOPUILIAHUSI CBOETO OH HE BBICKA3bIBaJI HU
OIHMM cjioBOM. Halm KoMuuyecku cepbe3Hble 3aHSTUSI TpaMO-
TOl TipekpaTwinchk. Eciu xe 51 nHoraa BeuepoM 3Bal SpmMody
YUMUTBCS, OH TOJBKO Maxajl PYKOM.
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— Kyna tam! [Tyctoe 310 neyio0, maHbl4, — TOBOPUJI OH C Jie-
HUBBIM TIPE3pPEHUEM.

Ha oxoty Mbl ToXe mepectayid XoauThb. Beskuit pa3, Koraa
s TIOABIMAJI 00 3TOM pa3roBop, y SIpMoJibl HAXOMUJIICS KaKOW-
HUOYIb MPEIOT [JIs1 0TKAa3a: TO PYXbe y HETO He UCIPaBHO, TO
cobaka 6obHa, TO eMy caMoMy Hekorna. «Hema gyacy, maHbId. ..
HY>XHO TAIIHIO CETOIHSI OpaTh», — 4Yallle BCEro oTBeval Jpmo-
Jla Ha Moe TIpUTJIallleHue, W S OTIMYHO 3HaJl, YTO OH BOBCE HE
OymeT «opaTh MallHIO», a IMPOBEACT LIeJIbIi IeHb OKOJIO MOHO-
MOJMM B COMHUTEIHLHOM HanexXae Ha Ybe-HUOYIb YTrOIIEHME.
Dta 0e3MoJIBHAsI, 3aTacHHasl BpaxJa HauMHajda MEHS YTOM-
JIATh, W S YK€ TOAYMBIBAJ O TOM, YTOOBI OTKa3aThCs OT YCIIyT
S pMOJIBI, BOCIIONIB30BABIIUCH TSI TOTO TIEPBBIM MOAXOASIIUM
MpeAoroM... MeHst OCTaHaBJIMBAJIO TOJBKO YYBCTBO KaJIOCTU K
€ro OrPOMHOI HUILIEH ceMbe, KOTOPOil ueThipe pyouiss Apmosio-
Ba KaJIOBaHbSI TOMOTAJIM HE YMEPETh C TOJI0fIA.

VII

OpmHaxael, KOraa s, MO0 OOBIKHOBEHUIO, MPUIIE Tepel Be-
YyepoM B M30YIIKY Ha KypbUX HOXKaxX, MHE cpa3y OpOCHUJIOCH B
IJ1a3a yIpydyeHHOEe HACTpOeHME ayxa ee oouraTenpHUL. CTapyxa
cHIIesia C HOraMy Ha ITOCTENIM U, CTOPOMBIIIMCH, 0OXBATUB T'OJIOBY
pyKamu, Kadajach B3aJ M BIepel M YTO-TO HEBHSITHO OOpMOTa-
Ja. Ha Moe mpuBeTcTBUE OHa He 0OpaTujia HUKAaKOro BHUMa-
Hus. Osecs 1Mo3a0poBaiach CO MHOM, KaK 1 BCETA, TaCKOBO, HO
pasroBop y Hac He Bs3ajcsd. [lo-BuauMoMy, oHa clylliaja MeHsI
paccestHHO 1 oTBevasia HeBItoraa. Ha ee kpacuBom Juiie Jiexasna
TEeHb KaKOM-TO OecripecTaHHOU BHYTPEHHEI 3a00THI.

— 4 BUXXY, y Bac CIy4WIOCh YTO-TO Hexopoiee, Onecs, —
cKasaJ 51, OCTOPOXHO MpUKacasiChb PYKOU K €€ pyKe, JIeXKaBLIEH
Ha CKaMeWKe.

Ogecst ObICTPO OTBEPHYJIACH K OKHY, TOUYHO Pa3IJIsiibIBas TaM
y1o. OHa cTapasach Ka3aThCsl CIIOKOWHOI, HO €e OpOBU CIBUHY-
JINCh M 3aPOXKaJI, a 3yObI KPETIKO TTPUKYCUIIA HUKHIOIO TYOY.

— Her... 4yTo ke y Hac MOIJIO CIYYUThCSI OCOOEHHOT0? — Mpo-
M3HecIa OHa TITyXUM rosiocoM. — Bee Kak ObIT0, TaK 1 OCTaJIOCh.
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— Onecd, 3a4eM ThI TOBOPUIITL MHE HempaBay? DTO HEXO-
pOIIO C TBOEW CTOPOHBI... A 51 ObUIO OyMajl, YTO MBI C TOOOI
COBCEM IPY3bSIMU CTAIN.

— IlpaBo xe, HUYEro HeT... Tak... CBOM 3a00THI, ITyCTSIYHBIE. ..

— Her, Onecs, mosKHO OBITh, He MycTssyHbie. ITocMOT-
pU — TBI cama Ha ce0sT HeTIOX0Xa CIenaiach.

— BT0 BaM TaK KaXeTCsl TOJIbKO.

— bynp xe co mHOI oTKpoBeHHa, Onecs. He 3Haw, cmory
JI1 1 TeOe TIOMOYb, HO, MOXET OBITh, XOTb COBET KaKOW-HUOYIb
naM... Hy, HakoHel, TpocTo TeOe Jjierde CTaHEeT, Koraa Iojie-
JIMIIILCSI TOPEM.

— AX, 1a mpaBma, He CTOUT U TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM, — C He-
TeprnieHreM Bo3paswia Onecsi. — Huduem B TYT HAaM He MOXKeTe
MOCOOUTb.

Crapyxa BApPYr ¢ HeOBIBAJION TOPSIYHOCTHIO BMeIlaiach B
Halll pa3roBop:

— Yero THI opasiOaunIbes, mypouka! Tebe me10 TOBOPSIT,
a ThI HOC iepelnb. TouHO yMHee TeOsT M Ha CBeTe-TO HET HUKOTO.
[To3BosibTE, TOCMIOAMH, 51 BaM BCIO 3Ty MCTOPHUIO pacCKaxy IO
MOPSIIKY, — ITOBEPHYJIACh OHA B MOIO CTOPOHY.

Pa3mepsl HEIPUSATHOCTH OKa3alnCh ropas3ao 3HauYnTeIbHEe,
YyeM s1 MOT TITPEAIONOXUTh U3 cioB ropaoii Onecu. Buepa Beue-
POM B M30YIIKY Ha KypbUX HOXXKaX 3ae3Kajl MECTHBIN YPSITHUK.

— CHauajila-To OH 4YeCTb YeCThI0 CeJl M BOAKMU IIO0TPedO-
BaJl, — roBopuja MaHyiixa, — a IIOTOM U ITOIIE U ITOIIe.
«BrIOUpaiicsi, TOBOPUT, M3 XaThl B ABaillaThb YETBIPE 4Yaca CO
BCeMU CBOMMU IToTpoxamu. Eciu, roBopwuT, S B CJICIYIOIIUIA
pa3 Tipueny W 3acTaHy TeOsl 3[eCh, TaK M 3Hali, HE MUHOBAaTh
Tebe 3TamHOro Iopsinka. Ilpu AByX, TOBOPHUT, cojgaTax OT-
IpaBJIIo TeOs, aHadeMy, Ha poguHY». A MOsI poIrHa, OaTIOIIKa,
Jajexast, Topod AMYEHCK... ¥ MEHs TaM Tellepb U Oy 3Ha-
KOMOI HeT, a M MadropTa HallW MPOCPOYEeHBI-paCIIpocpoye-
HBI, J1a ellie K TOMY HeucIpaBHble. AX Thl, [ocrionu, HecyacTbe
Moe!

— Ilouemy xe OH paHblIe MO3BOJISII TeOE KUTh, a TOJBKO
Terepb HamyMacs? — CIIPOCHIT 5.

— Jla BOT moau X ThL... bpexaa oH 4To-TO Takoe, 1a 5, IIpU-
3HAThCs, HE MOHsUIA. Bumuinb, kKakoe nemno: xubapka 3Ta, BOT B
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KOTOPOI MBI KMBEM, HE Hallla, a MOMEIINYbS... Beab Mbl paHb-
e ¢ Ozecelf Ha ceJie XKWIM, a TIOTOM...

— 3Hato, 3Hai, 6abyiika, ciablan 00 3ToM... MyXuKHM Ha
TeO0s1 pacCepAUIIUCE...

— Hy Bot 310 camoe. i Toraa y ctaporo rnomeuimka, rocro-
IrHa AOpOCHMMOBA, 3Ty XalyIty Beimpocuiia. Hy, a remepb Oyaro
OBl KyTIWJI JIEC HOBBIM MOMEIIUK 1 OyITO Obl XOYET OH KaKue-TO
00J10Ta, 94TO JIN, CYIINTh. TOIBKO Yero Xe sSI-TO MM ImoMelrnana?

— baOyiika, a MoXeT ObITb, BCE 3TO BpaHbe OJHO? — 3a-
MeTua s1. — [IpocTo-HampoCTO YPSITHUKY «KPAaCHEHBKYIO» 3a-
XOTEeJIOCh TTOTYYHUTh.

— JlaBama, pomHoii, maBaia. He Gepe-et! Bor mcropwms...
YerBepTHOI OmiaeT maBana, He OepeT... Kyn-ma tebde! Tak Ha
MEHS BBI3BEPUJICS, YTO S YX HE 3Haja, Tie CTol0. 3ajaavi B
omHy myury: «BoH ma Bou!» UTo X MBI Temephb aejaTh Oymem,
CUPOTHI Mbl HecyacTHbIe! baTiolika poauMblii, XOTSI Obl Thl HAM
YeM TOMOT, YCOBECTUJI Obl ero, yrpoOy HeHAChITHYI0. Bek Obl,
KaxeTcsl, Oblia Tebe 6arogapHa.

— babymika! — yKOpU3HEHHO C pacCTaHOBKOI MPOM3HeCIa
Onecs.

— Yero tam — 0abymka! — paccepmmiack crapyxa. — S rebe
yKe IBaalaTh MAThIM rom — 6adyiika. YTo ke, mO-TBOEMY, C
cymoit syamie uaru? Hert, rocroauH, BBl ee He clymiaite. Yk
OyabTe MUJIOCTUBBI, €CJIM UTO MOXKETE CIAeIaTh, TO CASIANTe.

4 B HeomnpeAeJeHHBIX BhIPAXXEHUSIX obelllaa MOXJI0IOTaTh,
XOTSI, TIO TIpaBIe cKa3aTh, HaAeXkmbl ObLIO Maio. Eciu yxk Hall
YPSAIOHUK OTKAa3bIBaJICS «B3Th», 3HAYMT, J€JI0 ObUIO CIMIIKOM
cepbesHoe. B aTor Beuep Onecsa mpocTuiiach CO MHOI XOJIOMHO
M, TIPOTUB OOBIKHOBEHMSI, HE MOIIUIa MEHsI MpoBoXaThb. S BU-
JIeJT, YTO CaMOJTIOOMBAsT IEBYIIIKA CEPAUTCS Ha MEHS 32 MOE BMe-
LIAaTeJIbCTBO 1 HEMHOT'O CTBIAUTCS 0a0yIIKMHOM IJITAKCUBOCTH.

VIII

BBLIO cepeHBbKOe TeTuIoe YTPO. YKe HECKOJbKO pa3 MPUHU-
MaJICsT UATU KPYITHBINA, KOPOTKUIA, OJIaroAaTHbBINA JOXKIb, MOCTIE
KOTOpPOIO Ha Ijla3axX pacTeT MOJIOAas TpaBa M BBITSITMBAIOTCS
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