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oT ARToPA

Ecan 6 BEI MOTAM BEpHYTECS B IIPOIIAOE, B T¢ BPEMEHA,
KOTrAa KHA Topak, TO €ro MUp MOKa3aAcst GBI BaM, C 0A-
HOI CTOPOHBI, YAHBHTEABHO 3HAKOMBIM, a C APYTOi —
COBEPIIEHHO HEBEAOMEBIM. BeAb aTOT Mup cymecTBOBaA
IIECTh THICSY A€T Hasa, H Bcio CeBepo-3anapnyio Eb-
poIy MOKPHIBAAH TOTAA CIIAOMIIHBIE Aeca. IIpormmao yxe
HECKOABKO TBICSTIEAETHIA € TEX ITOP, KaK 3aBEPIIHACS ACA-
HUKOBBIH IIEPHOA, YK€ HCUE3AH MAMOHTHI U cabaesyOrie
TUTPHL, A ACPEBBS, TPABBl U XKUBOTHBIE OBIAN [TOYTH Ta-
KHMH e, KaK Tellepb, XOTsI KONBITHEIE, OOUTaBIIIHE B Ae-
cax, OBIAM TOPa3A0 KPYIIHEE HEIHENIHHUX, U BBI, BEPOSITHO,
OB1AI GBI TOTPSICEHEL, BIIEPBbIE YBHACB 3y0pa — rpoMaa-
HOTO AMKOTO OBIKA C TPO3HO TOPYAIINMH POTaMH, POCT
KOTOPOTO B XOAKE AOCTHIAA ABYX METPOB.

A BOT AIOAH, HaceAsBIIHe MHP Topaka, BHITASIACAH
B TOYHOCTH KaK BBI A2 5I: TEAO TAKOE K€, PyKH-HOTH TOXe
M MO3T PasBHUT IIPUMEPHO Tak ke. B obmewm, nHomAaHe-
TSIHHHOM BHI OBI CPEAH HUX ce0sl He YyBCTBOBAaAN — IIpH
TOM YCAOBHH, ECTECTBEHHO, UTO 3HAAH OBI HX S3BIK, OACBa-
AHCB OBI, KaK OHH, a TAKOKE HMEAH OBI COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO
MAEMEHHYIO TaTYHPOBKY.



OaHaKo MX IPUBBIYKU H o6pIuan mokasaAuch ObI BaM
COBEPLIEHHO OTAUYHBIMYU OT HamuX. Byayun oxoTHukamu
Hu COﬁHp&TCMMH, OHU XXMAH HEOOABIIIUMU rpynmamu, be3
KOHIIa IEPEABUTasICh C MeCTa Ha MecTo. FIHoraa crosiHka
YCTpanBaAaCh BCETO Ha ABA-TPH AHS, KaK, HAPUMEP, 3TO
ACAAAH Topal( H €ro oTel] — AIOAH M3 nmaeMeHH Boaka,
a HHOTAQ TPYIIIa JKHAQ HA OAHOM MECTE IICABIH MECSI] HAU
AQXKE I1EAOE AETO, TOAOOHO AIOASIM U3 IIAEMEHH Bopona
uau Kabana. 3emaeaeanist OHH elle He 3HAAH, OHO npu-
LIAO K HUM HECKOALKO Mo3Xe, ¢ BocToka, 1 MHCEMeHHO-
CTH Y HHX TOXE He OBIAO; HE 3HAAHM OHH H KOA€Ca, U Me-
TaAA oGpaﬁaTmBaTL He ymeAn. BnpoueM, koaeco 1 MeTaaA
Ob1AM UM He 0cOOeHHO 1 Hy>XXHBI. OHH 1 6€3 HHX OTAUYHO
YMEAH BBDKHBAThL B AOOBIX ycaoBusix. OHU 3HAAHM O XH-
BOTHBIX, ACPEBBSX, TPABaX, KAMHSX M A€CaX ITOYTH BCE,
4TO MOXKHO O HHX 3HATh, H OTAUYHO MPEACTABASAU cebe,
TA€ U KaK MOYKHO HAHTH AU CAEAATH TO, YTO UM HYXKHO.

Ha moii B3rasia, onpeseseHHe «OXOTHHKH U coﬁnpa—
TEAH>» HE COBCEM TOYHOE, MMOCKOABKY HaBS3hIBACT 06p33
AIOACH, KOTOPbIE TIPOCTO CKUTAIOTCS MO TOM UAM UHOMU
MECTHOCTH, HOAﬁPlpaF[ BCE, YTO UM YAACTCS CAY4YaiiHO
Haiitu. Ha camoM ke paeae 3THM IAaeMeHaM AOTIOAAMHHO
OBIAO M3BECTHO, KOTAA TO HAH HHOE pacTeHHe HauHHACT
MTAOAOHOCHTB, KOTAQ CO3PEBAIOT OPEXH HMAU HY)KHBIC HM
TPABBI U I[BETHI, TA€ OHH PACTYT, B KAKOE BPEMS FOAQ KO-
pa AepeBbeB Hanboaee MIPUTOAHA AAST IIACTEHHS BEPEBOK
HAH KOP3HH, KOTAQ H B KAKHX PEKaX AOCOCh HAET K BEPXO-
BbSAM Ha HEPECT, KOTAQ OACHH c6pac1>13a10T pora, a TaKKe
MHOTO€ APyTO€.



Ecau BaM HHTepecHO, OTKyAa 00 3TOM y3HaAa I, TO
NPH3HAIOCh: MHOTOE Sl IOYEPITHYAA U3 APXEOAOTHH — Ha-
YKH, U3yYaloIlell CA€AB], KOTOpPBIE OCTABHAHU 3TH IAEMEHA
B CBOMX A€CAX, UX OPY)XKHE, OCTATKH MX MHUIIH, OAEKABI
u sxuanm. Ho aTo eme aasexo He Bee. KakoBb! 6b1aH MbIc-
AH 3THX AI0A€i1? Bo uTo oHHN BEPUAHU? Kax BOCIPHHHUMAAHU
JKM3HB H CMEPTh M OTKYAA IIPULIAK B 3TH Aeca? Yrobs! 1O
Y3HATh, S H3y4aAa KU3Hb 6oaee OAMBKIX HaM IIO BpeMe-
HH IIA€MEH, U MIOHBIHE 3aHUMAIOLIHXCSI OXOTOH U cobu-
PaTeAbCTBOM, HAIIPUMEP HEKOTOPBIX HHAEHCKHUX IAEMEH
AMepHKH, a TAKKe HHYHTOB (HAH 3CKHMOCOB), XHBYIIETO
B IO>xHoI1 Adpuke Hapoaa caH U SIOHCKHX afHOB.

OAHaKO AASI MEHSI IO-NIPEXHEMY HEPELIEHHBIM OCTa-
BaACSI BOIIPOC: YTO XK€ 3TO TaKoe — XXHTh B Aecax? Ka-
KOBa Ha BKyC eaoBasi cMoAa? Mau oaense cepanie? Man
BSIA€HAS AOCSTHHA? MOXHO AM CIIaTh B OTKPHITOM C OA-
HOIl CTOPOHBI HIAAANIE, KAK 3TO AEAAIOT AIOAHM IIAEMEHH
Bopona?

K cuactrio, 3T0 0Ka3aA0CE BIIOAHE IIOCTHXKHMBIM — AO
ONPEAEAECHHON CTENEHH, Pa3yMEETCSl, — IIOTOMY 4TO 3Ha-
YUTEABHAS YaCTh TEX BEAHKUX A€COB COXPAHHAACh U AO CHX
nop. 1 Tam He pas 6bIBaAa, U TOPOIT MHE XBaTaAO TPEX Ce-
KYHA, YTOOBI BEpHYTHCSI Ha IIECTH THICSY AeT Hasaa. Koraa
B [IOAHOYB CABIIIHIIb PeB OAQrOPOAHOTO OAEHS, HAH BAPYT
BHAMIIIb, YTO TBOH CA€A MPECTIOKONHO MEPECEKAET CAEA
BOAKA, HAU IPHXOAUTCS OOBSICHSTS BECHMA CEPAUTOMY Ha
BHA MEABEAIO, UTO THI HE NIPEACTABASIEIIb AASI HETO OIlac-
HOCTH, HO H OXOTUThCS Ha TeOsI TOXKe He CTOMT... BoT Toraa
H 4yBCTBYEIIIb, YTO BOKPYT — Mup Topaka.



3aBepirasi cBoe BCTYNUTEABHOE CAOBO, ST XOTeAA OB
1100AArOAAPHUTE TEX, KTO OYEHb IIOMOT MHE: I;IOPMY I'Ta-
TOCaAMH, KOTOpast ObIaa Moeil mpoBoxkaroii B aecax Ce-
BepHOiT OUHASHANM, TO3BOANAA MHE NIOAYACTH B Oepec-
TSHYIO AYAKY, TOKa3aAa, KAk COXPAaHHTh OTOHb B KAOYKE
TACIOIIETO MXa, H AAAQ MHOXECTBO APYTHX YPOKOB OXOTHI
U BBDKHBAHHSI B 3THX AMKHX AecaX; M MucTepa Aeppuka
Koiiaa, crapmero cMoTpureast BopoHoB Tayapa, KoTopbIit
MO3HAKOMHUA MEHSI C HEKOTOPBIMH ITOMCTHHE aBIyCTeHIIN-
MH OTHIBEME ocobamu. YTo 5ke KacaeTcst BOAKOB, TO TYT
S B HEOIIAATHOM AOATY Iepea paboramu Assuaa Mexa,
Maiikaa Qoxkca, Aynca Kpaiicaepa u Illona Oaanca. M Ha-
KOHelJ, 51 0ueHb OaaropapHa ceoemy arenty I Tutepy Koxcy
u cBoeMy uspareato Ouone Kennean 3a mopaepikky u He-
HCCSIKAEMBIIT SHTY3Ha3M.

Muwens 1ledisep, 2004



! I 'opaK B3APOTHYA H IIPOCHYACH, XOTS CIIATh,

BoOb1Ie-TO, He cOOUpAACSL.

Koctep nmouru aoropea. CeepryBumch Kayoxom
B XPYIIKOI PaKOBHHE HCXOAMBIIETO OT YTOABEB CBe-
Ta, Topaxk BrasiapiBaacs B rposuyio temy Aeca. Ho
TaK HUYero U He pasraspea. Y cabimno toxe Hudero
e 66140. A 4TO, ecAr 3Bepb BepHyAcs? Uro, ecan on
CAEAWT 32 HUM U3 TEMHOTHI CBOUMH TOPSIIIIUMU TAQ-
3aMH yOUFIIBI?

Topax sameps, BHyTpH OBIA2 KaKas-TO CTPAHHAS
nycrora. OH MOHNUMAA, 9TO HAAO [TOECT, YTO Y He-
ro 6OAMT pyka, 4TO raasa MIUIAET OT YCTAAOCTH



u OecCOHHOIT HOUH, HO Bce 3TO, B 001ieM, Ob1A0 eMy
Oespazanyno. Bcio HOUb OH PSATAACS [TOA pasBaAH-
HaMH IIaAalla, CAEAAHHOTO M3 €AOBBIX Aall, U Oec-
CHABHO CMOTpEA, KaK €ro OTell HCTEKAET KPOBBIO.
Hey>xean Bce 3T0 MpOHCXOAUT C HUMU?

Beap Bcero Ammp Buepa — IOAYMaTh TOABKO,
BUepa! — OHU CTPOHMAH IIAAAII B OCEHHUX TOAY-
Ob1x cymepkax U Topax myTHaA, a OTel| CMeSIACS ero
myTkaM. M Bapyr Aec caoBHO B3opBaacs. [Tocasr-
IAAWCH KPHKH BOPOHOB. 3aTpentasu cocHsl. M us3
MpaKa, y>Ke AeXKaBIIEro ITOA AePeBbSIMH, BO3HHK CO-
BepILIeHHO YePHBII CI'YCTOK ThMbI — OTPOMHO€ CBU-
perioe cyecTBO B 00AHYbE MEABEASL.

CymepTs BAPYT OKa3asach coBceM psiaoM. Crpar-
HBle OCTpHle KOrTu. AeaeHsIee KPOBb phIYaHHUE
AMKOTO 3Bepsl, TaKoe TPOMKOe, 4TO U3 YIIeil TekAa
KpoBb. OAHHM yAQpOM AQIIBl YYAOBHIIIE Pa3MeTAAO
X ITaAar, Habpocuaock Ha oTia Topaka, cTpamso
pactiopoB emy OOK, ¥ TYT JKe HCY€3A0, PACTBOPHAOCH
B Aecy, TOUHO 6€3MOABHBIN TYMaH.

Ho 4T0 370 32 MeABeAD TaKoIi, eCAH OH IMOAKpa-
ABIBAETCS K AIOASIM, 2 IIOTOM BAPYT HCYe3aeT, TaK
HHKOTO U He youB? Yro 3T0 32 MeABeADb TaKOH, ecAH
OH MI'PAeT CO CBOEMH JXePTBOM, KaK KOIIIKA C MBIIIBIO?

U rae oH ceffuac, 3TOT MEABEAD?
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3a mpeaeAaMu OCBeIEHHOTO KOCTpoM Kpyra To-
PaK HUYEro He MOT PasTASIAETh, HO 3HaA, 9TO BCS ITO-
ASTHA 3aBaA€HA CAOMAHHBIMU MOAOABIMH AepPeBIIaMH
M PaCTONTAHHBIMH AHCTBSIMU HanopoTHHKoB. OH
YYBCTBOBAA 3aIIaX COCHOBOIT CMOABI M B3PBITOM KOT-
Tamu seMan. [1]arax B TpHALIaTH HETPOMKO U ITeYaAb-
Ho 6opmoTaa pyueit. ToT MeABEAD MOT IIPUTAUTHCS
TA€E YTOAHO.

Paaom sacTonaa oren. OH MeAAEHHO OTKPHIA TA2-
3a 1 mocMoTpea Ha Topaka, CAOBHO He y3HaBas ero.

VY MaAbIHKa CKAAOCH CepALLe.

— OJrto 1, — mpomenTtaA oH. — Tebe oyeHs
00ABHO?

Ha cMyraom XyAoM AmIIe OTIIa IPHMAca CTPAAQHHSL
[Ilexn caerka MoOAKpamIeHbl Cepoil TAHHOM, YTOOBI
Aydiie OBIAO BUAHO TTAEMEHHYIO TATYHPOBKY HA CKY-
Aax. AAMHHBIE TEMHBIE BOAOCHI CAMIIAHCH OT IIOTa.

Pana 6b1aa Takoit rayboxoii, 4yTo koraa Topax
caerka obTep ee Kpast MXOM, TO YBHA€EA, KaK B CBe-
Te KocTpa mobaeckuBaoT BHyTpeHHOCTH. OH A2Ke
3y6aMU CKPHITHYA, CAEPXKUBASI TOAKATUBIIYIO TOIII-
HOTY ¥ HAA€SCh, YTO OTel| He 3aMETHA, KaK OH HC-
nyraacs. Ho orer, pasymeercs, sametna — o 6b1a
OXOTHHKOM U 3aMeYaA BCe.

— Topax... — BBIAOXHYA OH H, IPOTSIHYB PYKY,
CKAA AAAOHB CHIHA FOPSTAUMHU T2 ABIIAMHL.
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Y Topaka nepexsatuao ropao. OObIMHO MaA€Hb-
KHe CBIHOBBSI BOT TaK LICTIASIIOTCSI 32 OTLIOBCKYIO Py-
Ky, a He Ha000pOT.

«Yro X, — MmoAyMaA OH, — IPHAETCS Temephb
MHe ObITh MyxunHoil. HyxHo mocraparbcst Mbic-
AUTh TPE3BO>.

— Tyt y Hac emje HeMHOTO CYXOTO THICSYEAUCT-
HMKA OCTAAOCh, — CKa3aA OH OTIIY, CBOOOAHOIT py-
KOl POSICh B MeLIOYKe C I1eAeOHBIMHU TPaBaMU. —
I aymato, 3TO MOMOXKET OCTAHOBHTb...

— Ocrasb ThICSTUeAUCTHUK cebe. ThI ToXe Bech
B KPOBH.

— Ho Mue coBcem He 60abHO! — coBpaa Topaxk.

MeaBeab HMIBBIPHYA ero mpsMo Ha Oepesy, U OH
CHABHO 000Apaa 60K, A2 M Ha A€BOJ pyKe ObIAa TAy-
boxas pana.

— Topaxk... yxopn. [Ipsamo ceituac. [Toka on ne
BEPHYACSL

Topak ycTaBHACS Ha OTIIa, OTKPBIA OBIAO POT, HO
TaK ¥ He CMOT IIPOM3HECTH HH CAOBA.

— Thr pAoaxeH, — HacTauBaA oTell.

— Her. Her, g 5e mory...

— Topax... s ymuparo. Ha sape st ympy.

Topak cTUCHYA MaAbIIAMH MeIIOYEK C IieAeOHBIMU
TpaBaMu. B yIrax cTosia oraymumTeAbHsIil pes.

— Orrer...
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— Aaii MHe... BCe TO, YTO HEOOXOAUMO AASI Iy Te-
mectBus B Ctpany MepTBhix, a motoM cobepu cBon
BEIIY U YXOAH.

Topak moxaunyacsi: «Crpana Mepteeix! Her!
Her!»

Ho B3rasia oTIia 0CTaBaACS HEIPEKAOHHBIM.

— Mot ayk, — mpukasaa od. — Tpu cTpeasr.
OcraabHble BosbMu cebe. Tam, Kyaa T HAY... OXOTHTB-
CSL OYEHD AETKO.

Topak 3ameTHA, 4TO Ha KOA€HE Y Hero, o0TSHY-
TOM IITAaHAMH U3 OAeHbeH IIKYpPhI, 00pasoBasack He-
OoABIIAs ABIPA, U H30 BCEX CHA BOH3HA B OOHAXKUB-
IIYI0CS TIAOTHh HOTOTh 6oAbIoro maasia. Crapascs
cAeAath cebe Kak MOKHO OOABHEE H COCPEAOTOIUTH-
Cs1 Ha 3Tol 0oAn.

— EAy He 3a06yAb, — 3aABIXasiCh, IIPOAOAXKAA
otell. — BsiaeHoe msco... BossMu Bce cebe.

Topaxk y>xe A0 KpoBH paciiapanaa cebe KoAeHO, HO
IIPOAOAYXAA TepP3aTh €r0 HOITeM, YTOOBI He AyMaTh
0 ToM, Kak oter| otrpaButcsi B Ctpany Meptrix. To-
paxy 6b140 Bcero ABeHaAath AeT. Kak ke oH BBDKH-
BeT B Aecy opun? OH 3TOro npocTo eije He ymeeT!

— Topaxk! Yxoan!

CrapaTeAbHO Moprasi, 4TOOBI He 3arAakate, 1o-
PaK AOCTaA OTIIOBCKHII AYK M IIOAOXKHA €TI0 PSAOM
c ymuparoomuM. I lorom passeana ocrasumecs cTpe-
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ABI, PaHS APOXKAIIHe AABIIBI 00 OCTphle KpeMHEBBIE
HAKOHEYHUKU. 3aKHHYA 32 IA€YO AYK H KOAYAH CO
CTpeAaMH U CTaA PHITHCS B TPYAE €AOBBIX BETOK B I1O-
HCKaX CBOETO TOIIOPHKA U3 YepHOro 6asaapTa. 3a-
IIACYHYIO KOP3UHY U3 BETOK OpPEIIHHKA MEABEAD H3-
AOMAaA BAPBIST, TAK YTO OCTaABHbIE IIOXKUTKH Topaxy
IPHIIAOCH CYHYTb 3a ITa8yXy HAH IIPUBSI3AT K IOSICY.

3aTeM OH CKaTaA CBOH CIIAABHBIN MEIIOK U3 OAe-
HbeH IIKYPHI.

— BospMu Ayumre MOif, — yCABIIIAA OH IIENIOT
orna. — CBoii THI Tak U He... MoYHHUA. V] HOX Moit
TOXXe BO3bMH, @ MHE OCTaBb CBOIL.

Topax npumrea B yxac:

— Her, HOX TBOI1 5 HuU 3a 4TO He Bo3pMy! OH
Tebe camoMy monapo6uTcs!

— 'Tebe on monapoburcs G6oapmte. A MHe... IpH-
ATHO OyAeT HMEeTh YTO-TO TBOE, KOTAQ S OTIPABAIOCH
B Ctpany MepTBBIX.

— Oren, moxaayiicra... [ Toxxaayiicra, He Hapo...

[Ae-To XpycTHYyAa BeTKa.

"Topak MrHOBEHHO BCKOYHA U 00epPHYACSL.

TsMma Bokpyr Oblra COBepIIEHHO HelpOHHIlae-
moit. Ho xyaa 651 oH HE TOCMOTpeA, eMy BCIOAY Me-
PEIIUACS] CHAYST OTPOMHOTO MEABEASL.

B Aecy Hu BeTepka.

M nTHLs! ToXXe MOAYAATL
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Topak cAblllaA AMIIB IOTPECKHBAHHE KOCTpPa
H cTyK cobctBenHOrO cepana. Kasaaocs, Aec npu-
CAYILIMBAeTCS K YeMy-TO, 3aTaHB ABIXaHUe.

Orer causHyA ¢ ry0 KalleAbKH I10TA U CKa3aA:

— Her, nmoka eme ero saecy Het. Ho cxopo...
CKOPO OH IIpHAeT 3a MHOIL... Toponucs. He 3a6yap:
HOXU.

Topaxy coBceM He XOTEAOCh MEHSTBCS C OTLIOM
HoxxaMu. Beab aT0 03Hawano Ob1 konen. Ho orer
BHHMATEABHO CACAHA 32 HUM, U TAQ32 €T0 CMOTPEAH
CTPOrO: OTKA3aThCSI OBIAO HEAB3SI.

Ao 60oau cTucHyB 3y051, Topak BAOXKHA CBO#T HOX
B OTLIOBCKYIO pyKy. IToToM oTBsisaa y Hero or mo-
sica HOXHBI C OXOTHHYBHM HOxkoM. Hoxx y oTia Ob1a
KPACHBBII M OYeHb OMNACHBII; OH ObIA BEIPyOAeH u3
roAy00il CAIOASIHOII IIAACTHHBI H 110 ¢popMe Harlo-
MHUHAA HBOBBIII AHCT, 2 PYKOSITb, CACAQHHYIO U3 POra
0AaropoAHOTO OA€HS, OTel] 0OMOTAA AOCHHBIMH XU-
AaMH, U AepXaTh ee Ob1A0 oueHb yaobHo. Ho cTonso
Topaxy B3SITh 3TOT HOX B PyKH, KaK €ro IPOH3UAQ
MBICAB O TOM, 4TO 3TO KOHeIl, YTO Telleph eMy IpH-
A€TCSI SKUTh 0e3 OTIa, YTO OH yXKe HauMHAeT OTo-
BUTBCS K 3TOI1 XKUSHH...

— S ue yiiay! S He octaBaio Tebst! — 3akpuyas
oH. — S OyAy ¢ HUM cpakaThcs ...

— Hert! 9Toro MmepBeA s HUKOMY He OAOAETS!

I5



C BeTBeli OAIDKHHX A€PEBBEB, XAOMAS KPBIABSIMH,
COPBAAHCH BOPOHEL.

Y Topaxka nepexBaTHAO ABIXaHHE.

— Caymaii, 9T0 51 cKaxy Tebe, — €O CBHCTOM
npoumenTaa orel]. — MeaBeAb — A1000it MeABEAD —
caMmBblil CHABHBIN oxoTHHK B Aecy. M T8I mpexpacHo
370 3Haentb. Ho TOT MeABEAD... OH HAMHOTO CHABHEE....

I'lo cninne y Topaka 6eraan mypamkn. Om, He 0T-
PBIBasICh, CMOTpEA OTIy B TAA3a H BHAEA KPOIIeYHbIe
KpacHble XXKHAKH, CETKOH MOKphIBIIHe OeAkH, 1 bes-
AOHHYIO TAYOHHY 3paYKOB.

— Yo 3HAYNT — HAMHOTO? — TOXe€ LIETIOTOM
crpocua oH. — Passe...

— OTOT MEABEAD... OAPXKUM 3ABIMH AyXaMH. —
AHII0 OTIIa CTAAO TAKUM MPAYHBIM, YTO YK€ IIOYTH
HHYeM He HAIIOMHHAAO €ro IIPeXHee XHBOe H Bece-
Aoe AUI0. — B HeM moceAHAcs... KaKO¥H-To... 3A0H
Ayx us Maoro Mupa; u3-sa Hero aToT 3Beph CTaA
TaKUM CBHPEIIBIM.

3aTpemasu yrau B KocTpe. leMHBIe AepeBbs
CKAOHUAHMCH HIDKE, TOYHO IIPHCAYIIHBAAUCH.

— 34011 AyX? — ImIenoToM nepecrnpocua Topax.

Orer; IpHKPBIA TAa32, COOHPASICh C CHAAMIL

— Teneps oH cymecTByeT TOABKO AASL TOTO,
4TO6BI yOUBAaThH, — C TPYAOM BHITOBOPHA OH. —
Ybner — u cuaa ero cpasy Bospacraet. 1 on Oyaer
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yOuBath Bce xuBoe BOKpyr. Aroboe sxuBoTHOE. Afo-
6oro yeaoBexa. [ lorubner Bcé. M1 Aec Toxe... — Jo-
Aoc y Hero copBaacst. — Eine opun mecsiir — u 6yaer
IO3AHO. DTOT 3AOH AyX... CAUIIKOM CHAEH...

— Bcero oann mecan? Ho gro...

— Tloaymaii, Topak! TsI 5xe sHaerb: HOYH, KO-
A2 KPacCHBII rAa3 ObIBaeT B 3eHHTe, CTpAIlHee BCe-
IO; TOTAQ 3ABIe AYXH O0OpeTaloT HaHOOABIIYIO CHAY.
U Toraa sToT MeABeAb CTaHeT... HeysisBHM. — Orer
C TPYAOM IiepeBeA ABIXaHHe, B CBeTe KocTpa Ob1A0
BHAHO, KAaK MYYHTEABHO U cA200 ObeTcs JKHAKA Y He-
ro Ha Illee — BOT-BOT COBCEM 3aTHUXHeT. — S xouy,
4TOOBI THI KO€ B 4YeM MHE ITOKASIACS, — CKa3aA OTell.

— IloxastHyCh B 4eM yroaHo!

Orer cka3zaa:

— Crynait Ha ceBep. MIATH mpuaeTcss MHOTO
aueit. Otpimy... Cesamennyio Topy... Tam oburaer
Beanxuit Ayx.

Topak HermoHMMalIle CMOTPEA Ha OTI[A: rAasa
ero OBIAM OTKPHITH U YCTPEMAEHBI KYAQ-TO BAAAB,
CKBO3b BETBH Y HETO HaA TOAOBOI; OH CAOBHO BHACA
HEYTO TaKOe, YTO APYTHM BHUAETh HE AQHO.

— Haiiau ee, — moBTOpHA OH. — IJTO eAUH-
CTBEHHAS HAAEKAQ...

— Ho... BeAb HUKTO HUKOrAQ He Mor HaiiTh CB4-
menHyo lopy. Hukro!
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— Tor eMoxers.

— Hoxax? A gre...

— TebGe moMoXxer... IPOBOXKATHIIL.

Topax 6p1a noTpsicen. Tak oTel] HUKOTAQ C HUM
npexae He roopua! Oten ObIA YeAOBEKOM Aeii-
CTBHS, HACTOSIIIUM OXOTHHKOM.

— Huuero ne nonumaio! — BeikpukHya To-
pax. — Kakoii npoBoxxatsii? [ logemy s ooaxeH Hc-
karb a1y [opy? Sl 6yay Tam B 6esonacnocTH, Aa? Thr
IO3TOMY MeHS TyAa ITochlAaents? YToOs! 51 criacest oT
J3TOTO MeABEAST?

Orer1 ¢ TpyAOM OTOpBaA B3TASIA OT TeMHOTO Heba
1 nocMoTpea Ha csiHa. M cMoTpea oH, cAOBHO mIpH-
KHABIBasI, CKOABKO ellle TOpSI CMOXKET BBIHECTH 3TOT
Maabyuk. [ ToTom BApyr rpuMaca 60au nckasuaa ero
AUIIO, U OH IPOIIEMNTaA:

— Ax, Kak T8I 10H, Topax... sl HAAESIACSI, YTO y Me-
HSI ellle eCTh BpeMsL. S| BeAb Tak MHOTO He ycIieA Tebe
pacckasark. Thl... MocTapaiicsi He BOSHEHABHAETD Me-
HS 32 3TO... IOTOM.

Topax B y>xace cMoTpea Ha Hero. [ lorom Bckouna.

— Hawm HyxHa momos. S mofiay u...

— Her! — 9710 KOpOTKOE CAOBO IPO3BYYAAO
C yAuBHUTeAbHOMH cuaoil. — C mepBoro pAHS TBoei
JKU3HH S CTAPAACS AepXKaTh Tebsl... B CTOPOHE OTO
BCeX, AAKe OT TBOEro poAHoro naemenu Boaka. Aep-
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XHCh OT AloAeH moaaabiie, Topak! Ecan onn ysna-
IOT, Ha YTO THI CIIOCO0EH...

— 4 He moHUMAIO, 4TO THL...

— Her Bpemenu o6smscusats, — obopsaa
orerl. — Aaii mue caoBo. [lokasaucy Mmoum Ho-
KOM... IOKASIHUCB, 4TO Haiipgems Cesmennyio [opy
MAH YMPEIIIb, ITBITASICh €€ OTHICKATb.

Topak a0 6oau 3akycua rydy. He6o na BocToke
3a AePEeBBSIMH yXXe HaUMHAAO cepeTs. «Emie He no-
pa! — B yxace Aymas oH. — Hert, mosxaayiicra, Beab
ele He nopa!>

— Kasnucs! — npoxpurnea oter.

Topak omycTHACS Ha KOAGHU H B3SIA B PYKH OT-
IIOBCKHIT HOX. JTO OBIA HOX B3POCAOTO MY>KYHHBI,
CAMIIKOM OOABIION U TSDKEABIH AAST ABEHAAIIATHACT-
Hero MaARYHKA. TOpak HEAOBKO IIPUKOCHYACS A€3BHU-
eM K paHe y ce0st Ha IpeATiAeYbe, 3aTeM — K IA€YY,
A€ Ha KYPTKY Y Hero ObIA HAIIUT KAOYOK BOAYBEIL
IIKYpPHI, 3HaK naeMeHH Boaka. M1 aApoxxamum roao-
COM IPOH3HEC KASTBY:

— KpoBbio cBoeil, 4TO Ha ITOM HOXe, U AyIIaMU
CBOUMH, BCEMH TPeMs, KASIHYCB, YTO HaiiAy CsineH-
ayio [opy. Flau ympy, nsITasich ee OTBICKATb.

— Xoporo, — BEIAOXHYA oTel]. — Xoporo. Te-
rieps Bce. Toabko HaHecu MHe Ha Au110 3HaKu CMep-
TH U TOTOPONHUCh. MeABeAb... ke OAH3KO.
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Topak mouyBcTBOBaA Ha rybax coAeHbIE CA€3BI
U CEPAUTO CMAaXHYA UX PYKOIL.

— Y MeHsI OXpHI HeT, — IPOOOPMOTAA OH.

— Bossmu moro.

Kax B Tymane, Topak oTbickaa MaAeHbKUII pes-
HOI1 (pAAKOH U3 POTa OACHS, HEKOTAA IIPHHAAAEXKAB-
LM €T0 MAaTepH, BEITPSIXHYA HA AAAOHD YEPHYIO Ay-
OOBYIO 3aThIUKY, BBICHIIIAA HEMHOTO ITIOPOIIKA Kpac-
HOIT OXPHI H... BAPYT 3aMep.

— Sl He Mor'y, — IpH3HAACS OH.

— Moxems. Papu meHsL.

CaepoxuBast ppipanusi, Topak cMOYHA OPOLIOK
CAIOHOI, IPSIMO Ha AAAOHH 3aMeIlIaA TYCTYIO KalllU-
1y — BA@XHas oxpa OblAa IIOX0Xa Ha TeMHO-Kpac-
HYIO KPOBb 3¢MAU — H HAPHCOBAA Ha KOXe OTI[a
MaAeHbKHe KPAaCHbIe KPYXKKH; 3TH KPYXKKU AOAXKHBI
IIOMOYb AYIIAM Y3HATh APYT APYIa M OCTaThCsl BMe-
CTe IIOCAE CMEPTHU TeAa.

Buauase OH 0YeHb OCTOPOXKHO CHSIA € OTLA Oaml-
MaK{ U3 IIKypbl 000pa U Ha KaXKAOIl ero IsTKe Ha-
PHCOBaA 110 KPYXKKY, IOMETUB €I'0 TEACCHYIO AYIIY.
3areM IOCTaBUA KPYXXOK HaA cepalieM, 0003Ha4YUB
aynry naemenu. CaeaaTs 3TO 0Ka3aA0Ch HeIpoC-
TO — MeIIlaA CTapBlil NIPaM, TaK 4TO HA TPYAU Y OT-
11 IOAYYHACS He KPY>KOK, a KpHBOBaThIil oBaA. Ho
‘Topax HapeSIACSI, YTO COFIAET U STOT.
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} HakoHe1l OH CA€AQA CAMYIO BAXKHYIO OTMETHHY:
KpY>XoK Ha A0y, o6osHavaBmuii Hanyak orua, ero
BHemHioMw0 Aymy. K stomy Bpemenu Topak 6b1a yike
He B CHAAX CACP>KHBATh CAE3BI, PyubeM IobexxaBIIie
110 LIeKaM.

— Teneps MHe Ay4ile, — IpOIIENTaA OTell, HO
Topak saMeTHA — H y>Kac CKaA eMy CepAlLie, — 4TO
IIyABCHPYIOIIAsl )KHAKA Ha Illee y oTLa ObeTcs Bce
caabee.

— Th1 He MOXeIb yMepeTh! — BCKPUYAA OH. —
He mosxerms!

Orer; mocMoTpeA Ha HETO AOATHM TOCKAHBBIM
B3TASIAOM.

— 41 He ocraBalo Tebs, oTer, ...

— Topax. Ter paa xastey. — Orer; moMoa-
qaa. — Bcee. Bossmu cebe... poxok ¢ oxpoit. Mue
oH 6oAbllle He HyXeH. A Tenepb IIPUHECH BOABI U3
PYUbsI M CPasy e yXOAHU.

"Topak nomrapua cpeau BeTOK, HO OYPAIOK AAS BO-
ABI OKa3aACSI PasOpPBaHHBIM B KA0UbsL. «Huuero, —
PEIIHA OH, — SI COPBY AUCTOK KOHCKOTO II[aBeAs
IOKPYITHell U IPUHECY OTLy HAIUTHCS. A IMAAKATh
6oablie HU 32 9TO He 6yay>». V1, cAoBHO mprKkassiBas
cebe He 1AaKaTh, 00OABHO HAAABHA HA FAa3a KyAQKaMHL.

O#n BcTaa, cobupasich 6exxarThb K pydbio, U TYT YCABI-
IIIaA, KaK OTel] CHOBA [IPOLIENTAA €r0 UMSL.

— UYro, oter;? — obepuyacs k Hemy Topak.
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— Ilomun. Koraa oxorumibes, Bceraa CMOTpH,
4TO y Tebs c3aau. Sl... Bcerpa Hanmomuuaa Tebe 06
stoM. — Caabas yabibka Tponyaa rybsr orma. —
A TBI Bcerpa... 06 aToM 3a6b1Bas. OXOTHUK AOAXKeEH
3HATh, YTO Y Hero 3a CIIMHOM. TbI ITOHSIA?

Topax xuBHyA. V1 TO>Xe mONBITAACS YABIOHYTHCSL
A 1moToM onpoMeThi0 OPOCHACS CKBO3b MOKpBIE ITa-
HOPOTHUKH K PYYbIO.

Caeraesro. B uncrom Bospyxe pasAHBaAHCH
yTpeHHHe apoMathl. [ moBcioay BOKpYr KpoBOTO-
YHAM U3pAaHEHHbIE MEABEAEM ACPEBbS, POHSS Ha
3€MAIO CBOIO 30AOTHUCTYIO KPOBb-CMOAY. A AyXH IO-
KaA€YECHHBIX AePeBbeB THXOHBKO CTOHAAU OT 60AM
IOA YTPEHHUM BETePKOM.

Topax mopbexaa x pyusio. Hap ryctsiMu namo-
POTHHMKaMU IIABIA TYMaH; HBBI MaKaAU B TeMHYIO
XOAOAHYIO BOAY CBOU AAHHHBIE IAABIIBL BricTpoO
OTASIAEBIINCH, TOpak copBaA CaMblil KPYIHBII AUCT
KOHCKOTO IIJaBeAs] ¥ IIATHYA K BOAE, TYT JKe YBSI3HYB
B MSATKOM KPacHOM FAMHE.

U BapyT 3amep.

Bosae paBoit HOTH OH yBHAEA OTIIEYATOK MEPEA-
Hell Aanbl MeABeAs.. UyAoBHINHBIH caep Obla pasa
B ABa 0oAbIIe TOAOBBI TOpaka M COBCEM CBEXKHIA;
OBIAH BUAHBI AaKe TAYOOKHe SIMKH, TAe CTpalIHble
AAVHHbIE KOI'TH TAyOOKO BOLIAY B 3¢MAIO.

OTASAHUCDH, TOPAK!
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Om pesko obepHyAcs.

Hzr1. Oabxa. Ean.

U Hukakoro meaBeas.

CepAlle TAYXO YAQPHAO B TPYAHL.

C cocepHell BETKH cAeTeA HAa 3eMAIO BOPOH —
MaABIHK AQJKe IOATIPBHITHYA OT HEO)KUAAHHOCTH. Bo-
POH, CAOXKUB XEeCTKHE YepHBIe KPBIABSI, BHUMATEAD-
HO IIOCMOTpeA Ha Topaka raazaMu-0ycHHAMH, TPSIX-
HYA TOAOBOI, KOPOTKO KapKHYA U IIOAETEA IIPOYb.

Topak OGBICTPO MTOBEPHYACS B TY CTOPOHY, KYAQ,
KaK eMy [10Ka3aA0Ch, YKa3bIBaA BOPOH.

Temusle cTBoABI THCOB. OOBHCIINE EAOBBIE AAITBL.
I'ycras, HempoxoAuMas vama.

Ho B raybune 3Toit yaiy — B AeCSTH IIarax oT
Hero, He 00Aee, — BETKU €ABA 3aMETHO IIIEBEABHY-
Aucsk. Tam sBHO KTO-TO 614! KTO-TO OrpOMHBIIL...

Topak momsITaACst B3AOXHYTh CBOOOAHEE, CAep-
XKaTh pasberaBuinecs B MaHUKE MBICAH, HO Pas3yM
OTKa3bIBAACS €My IIOBHHOBAThCSL.

Oren Bceraa BHyIIaA €My, YTO TAABHOE B MeA-
BeAe — €ero CrocoOHOCTh ABUTATHCS COBEPIIEHHO
becurymHo. MeABeAb MOXeT cAeAUTH 3a TOOO!, Ha-
XOASICB OT Te0s B AecsITH IIarax, Ho Thl 00 3TOM HH-
KOTAa He porapaenibes. OT MeABEA S HeT 3alUTHL. 1bI
He Moxellb Oexars OpicTpee, yem oH. He moxxemnis
B300paThCS Ha AepeBO BHIIIE, YeM OH. B OAMHOUKY
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C HUM HH 32 4TO He cripaBuThcs. Ho MoxxHO, roBopua
OTell, H3YYUTh €ro MOBAAKH U MOIIBITATHCS YOEAUTS
€ro, 4TO THI AASI HETO — He yIposa U He A0ObIYA.

Topak 3acTaBuA ces CTOSTh COBEpIIEHHO HEIO-
ABIDKHO. « ToAbKO He Oern, — TBepAUA OH cebe. —
He 6ern. BoaMoxxHO, OH M He 3HaeT, 4TO ThI 3AEChH> .

Tuxuit mopox. CHOBA IIeBeAbHYAHCH BETBH.

Topax 3arana apixanue. U ycasbimmaa, 9To XyTKas
TBapb OCTOPOXXHO ABUHYAACh B CTOPOHY HX IIIAAAIIIA.
Tyaa, rae orerr!

Topax, 3acTHIB Kak H3BasIHUE, XKAQA, KOTAA 3BePh
oToiAeT moaaabine. «Ipyc! — 3BeHeao y Hero
B yIax. — TbI AaA eMy YHTH, ThI AaXKe He ITOIBITAACS
IpPerpaAuTh eMy IyTh U CIIACTH OTIa!»

«Ho pasBe T8I cMOT OBI OCTAaHOBHTH €T0?>» — BO3-
PasuA B AyIile KaKoii-TO THXHiT roaocok. Buaumo, To-
PaK ellje He COBCEM YTPATHA CIIOCOOHOCTH MBICAUTD
pasymuo. «Orerr 3HaA, 9to Tak u 6yaet. ViMenHo mo-
3TOMY OH U MocAaA Tebst 3a Boaoit. OH 4yBCTBOBaA,
YTO MEABEAD OAUSKO, UTO OH YK€ HAET 3 HUM...>»

— Topak! — AoHeccst A0 Hero AMKHiT KPUK OT-
na. — bern!

C AepeBbeB pasoM COPBAAOCH HECKOABKO BOPO-
HOB. YaIrja HaOAHNAACH CTPAIIHBIM PEBOM; PeB I10-
BTOPSIACS, CTAHOBSICh BCe TpoMYe, ' Topaky KasaAoch,
YTO OT 3TOTO PeBa TOAOBA Y HETO PACKAABIBAETCSL...
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— Oren! — npoH3UTEABHO BCKPUKHYA OH.

— bern!

U cuora Aec copporayacs. M1 cHoBa paspascs
kpuk otua. M BApyr obopsaacs...

Topax cyHyA B poT KyAax.

OH BHAEA CKBO3b A€pPEBBS, KaK HaA PasBaAUHAMU
WX IIAAQIIA MEABKHYAQ OTPOMHAsI TeMHAsI TEHb.

ITotrom moBepHyAcst 1 mobesxkaa.
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