Hoporune apy3bs!

Heckonbko neT Ha3ad KOHKypc «Camas KkpacmBasi CTpaHa» HaydMHasnics
KaKk cocTa3aHme ¢oTorpadoB pPoOCCUNCKON npupoabl. VI, BOSMOXHO,
MHOImMe 13 Bac 3aMeTuIn, 4TO 3a 3TO OTHOCUTENIbHO HEDOJbLLIOE BPEMS
OH MepeLuarHys CBOM rpaHuupl.

CerogHsi GOTOKOHKYPC — MacwTabHoe mccnegoBaHme pPoaHOM npu-
poAdbl U XUBYLIMX B HALUEN CTPaHe HapOAOB, UX KyNbTypbl, NCTOPUMU,
ncuxonormn. HaesepHsika Bbl TIOMHUTE MAaCTEPCKU CXBAYEHHbIE YHACTHU-
KaMn KOHKypca obpa3sbl pedsT, XUBYLLMX B TOPHOM cesie, BOopoLmMXcs
C MaHOemmen OOKTOPOB, 3aBOACKMX paboyunx, apTUCTOB TeaTpa, BeTe-
PaHOB N MPOCTO Bblpa3nTeNbHbIE NLIA OETEN U B3POCSbIX, 32 KaXbIM
N3 KOTOPbIX — Lenas Nctopus.

YyTb MO3Xe B HalleM KOHKYypCce NnosBuiacb HOMMHaUMS «>KMBOW apXmB»,
M OH CTasl UICTOPUYECKMM N aHTPOMONIOrMYECKNM NCcnenoBaHuUeMm, ne-
TOMUCbIO N3MEHEHWUIN POCCUNCKUX FOPOAO0B U YrOsIKOB NPUpoAabl, napasi-
NEeNbHO OTKPbIBasi Mosay3abbiTble MMeHa 3amevaTenbHbix doTorpados
MpPOLUIoro.

C BbICOTbI MTMYLErO noJsieTa Hawm goTorpadbl HAOAKOAT, KAKUM BENNKMM apXUTEKTOPOM W
XYOOXHUKOM SIBNIIETCA NpUpoaa: YeTkme reometpuyeckne GopMbl, NOYTU MY3bIKaslbHbIA PUTM
Wrpbl LBETA M CBETA HE OCTABMISAIOT HUKAKMX COMHEHUIA B TOM, 4TO JIIOOOWN pparMeHT POCCUNCKNX
nemsaxem OOCTOUH MECTa B KAPTUHHOW ranepee, — He TOJIbKO K/1aCCUYECKOro, HO 1 coBpe-
MEHHOr0 MCKYCCTBA. JTO YXE He MEepPBbI pa3 A0Ka3blBalOT BCE, KTO MPUCHLIIAET CBOM CHUMKM
NPUPOAHLIX GOPM, HANOMUHALWMX PYTYPUCTMHECKME 0OBbEKTLI, B HOMUHALUMIO «ApT-(pOTO».

Tak koHKypc «Camas KpacuBas CTpaHa» cTan UccnegoBaHMeM He TOJIbKO HACTOSALWEro 1 MpoLL-
noro, Ho n 6yayuiero. M1 mbl yaensiem o6yayuiemMy ocoboe BHMMaHME: Halun toHble doTorpadbl
MOryT AaTb ¢GOpy MHOMMM B3POC/IbIM MacTepam.

OgHum cnoBoMm, Haw GOTOKOHKYPC, Kak 1 Hawla CTpaHa, BCeraa B ABMXEHUU, BCerga MeHseT-
Cs TONIbKO K nydwemy! U Bawm ¢potorpadum n3 roga B rog noarsepxaatoTt: Poccusa no-npex-
HeMy camasa kpacusad B mupe!

Mpe3naeHT Pycckoro reorpadpuyeckoro obuiectaa
Cepren Lonry



Dear friends,

A few years ago, The Most Beautiful Country photo contest started as a competition for Rus-
sian nature photographers. And many of you might have noticed that in this relatively short
time, it has transcended its boundaries.

The photo contest is currently a large-scale study of the Russian nature and the peoples living
in our country, their culture, history and psychology. You may remember the images of children
living in a mountain village, doctors fighting the pandemic, factory workers, theatre actors,
veterans and other expressive faces of children and adults, each with a story behind them, all
of them masterfully captured by the contestants.

A little later, our competition introduced the Live Archive category. It became a historical and
anthropological study, a chronicle of changes in Russian towns and Russian nature, while also
rediscovering half-forgotten names of remarkable photographers of the past.

From a bird’s eye view, our photographers observe what a great architect and artist the nature
is: the clear geometric shapes, an almost musical rhythm of light and colour play leave no
doubt that any part of Russian landscapes deserves a place in a picture gallery — not only in
classical, but also in modern art. This is being proven once and again by those who submit
their photos of futuristic nature’s forms to The Art of Wildlife category.

The Most Beautiful Country competition has thus become a study not only of the present and
the past, but also of the future. We pay special attention to the future, and our young photog-
raphers can give many adult masters a head start.

In a word, our photo contest, like our country, is always in motion, always changing for the
better! And your photos prove year after year that Russia is still the most beautiful country in
the world!

Sergey Shoigu
President of the Russian Geographical Society



Xiopu VIl poTOKOHKYpCa
Pycckoro reorpacduieckoro oowiecrBa
«Camaqa KpacumBaa cTpaHa»

CEPrE/ roPLUKOB
®OTOrPA® VKON NMPUPOAbI

nsaa Ha ¢poTorpaumy y4acTHUKOB KOHKYpPCA,
MOHUMaELLIb, KaKyr CJI0XHY paboTy OHW rpo-
aenann. Jepylmecs suepubl, MeaUTUpyroLme
CYC/IMKW, 3aMepLLIVe Ha LIBETOYHOM cTebsie
6a604KM 1 CTPEKO3bl, — HY>XXHO 00s1a4aTb 0COBbIM
J1apoM, YMETb CTaTb HaCTbiO MPUPOAbl Tak, YTOOb!
BCE XMNBOE «OT3bIBA/I0Cb» HA TBOW MPOCLObLI 1 HE
XOTes10 NpoTUBOpPeYnTh. lorpyxasicb B 3T0T MUP,
aBTopbl poTorpaduii Lweapo JenasaTcs UM C HaMU.

BIAAOMMUP MALLKOB

AKTEP TEATPA U KNHO,
XYOOXECTBEHHbBI PYKOBOAUTENb
MOCKOBCKOI'O TEATPA OJIEFA TABAKOBA

doTorpagpus — 3T0 MLLb MrHOBEHME, HO B HEM
CKpbITa Besvkasi TaviHa Myupa co BCe ero
HeNnoCTUXUMOCTbIO M HEOOBATHOCTbIO. bnaro-
Japsi UCKycCTBYy oTorpaga Mbi po3peBaem,
roHVMasi, kak rnpekpacHa, Besvka v 6eCKOHEeYHO
pa3HoobpasHa Halla PoanHa. XKnsHu He xBaTurT,
4T00bLI HaMOb60BaTLCS 3TOV KpacoTou!

UBAH BATHEP
KOCMOHABT-UCIMBLITATEJ/Ib «POCKOCMOCA>»,
®OTOIrPAD

Pag cHoBa yyacTBOBaTb B Ka4€CTBE Y/1eHa Xiopu
B (pOTOKOHKYpCce «Camas KpacuBasi CTpaHa».
3necb aBTOPBLI hoTOrpaduii NO3BOSIOT B3IJIs-
HYTb Ha Halluy CTpaHy v npuvupoay no-apyromy,

C pasHbIX pakypcoB, cBOUMY rnasamu. U, kKoHeuy-
HO, paboThkl, KOTOPLIE MPEACTAB/IeHbI, NopaxarT
CBOE€Vi KpacoTov v XyaN0XeCTBEHHOCTbo. Cpa3sy
xo4ercs I706blBaTb B 3TUX MecTax, 3arie4ats/ietb
3TV MOMEHTbI! VI 4eicTBUTEIbHO NOHUMAaELLb!
Hawa cTpaHa — camasi kpacvisas!

IOJINA NETPOBA
OVPEKTOP MY3EA
PYCCKOIo MMMPECCNOHN3MA

3aBopaxuvBaeTt To, 4ero B 0ObI4HOV MOCKOBCKOM
XW3HU Mbl HE BUAWM: JIeca W CHera C BbICOTbI
NTUYbEro noseTa, XNBOTHbIE B €CTECTBEHHOM
cpeae obutaHus. Cpa3y xo4yeTcss 0TOpPOCUTL
CTOJINYHYIO CYEeTY W YIUTU B Talry n ctenu, rae
BOKPYr 4esioBeKa CTOJIbKO HEBUAAHHOW, YNCTOU,
NPUPOAHOMN, HN C YEM HE CMELLaHHOV KOHLIEHTPU-
[POBaHHOWV KpacoTbl v rpasasbl.

SERGEY GORSHKOV
WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER

Looking at the photos of the contest participants,
you realise what an arduous job they have done.
The fighting lizards, the meditating gophers, the
butterflies and dragonflies hovering on flower
stems — you need a special gift, the ability

to become part of nature, so that all living things
respond to your requests and do not want

to contradict. The authors dive into this world and
generously share it with us.

VLADIMIR MASHKOV
THEATRE AND FILM ACTOR, ART DIRECTOR
AT OLEG TABAKOV THEATRE IN MOSCOW

A photograph is just an instant, but it hides

a great mystery of the world with all its
incomprehensibility and immensity. Through the
art of the photographer we start to see the light,
realising how beautiful, great and unconceivably
varied our motherland is. Life is not enough

to admire all of that beauty!

IVAN VAGNER
TEST COSMONAUT AT ROSCOSMOS,
PHOTOGRAPHER

I am glad to become a jury member at The
Most Beautiful Country photo contest again. The
photographers let us look at our country and
nature in a different way, from different angles,
with our own eyes. And of course, the works
shown here are striking in their beauty and
artistry. One instantly wants to visit these places
and capture these moments! And you really
understand: our country is the most beautiful!

YULIA PETROVA
DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM
OF RUSSIAN IMPRESSIONISM

We are fascinated by things we do not see

in ordinary Moscow life: forests and snow from

a bird’s eye view, animals in their natural habitat.
You immediately want to cast away the hustle

of the capital and escape into the taiga or the
steppe, where there is so much unseen, pure,
natural, concentrated beauty and truth not mixed
with anything else.



Jury of the 8th
contest of

OJIbIrA MU4H
DOOTOrPA®, ABTOP HAYHHO-
MPOCBETUTE/IbCKMX NMPOEKTOB

Buaetb B Mype KpacoTy — 3T0 06pa3s Xu3Hu.
Benb KpacuBoki MOXeT ObITb HE TOJIbKO Herpu-
BbIYHAs 9K30TUKa, HO U MUP, B KOTOPOM Mbl XU-
BeM Kaxablii aeHb. OaHaKko [4sis TOro, 4To0bl
rPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATL 3PUTEJIIO KPACOTy Mypa,
HeAoCTaTO4YHO OAHOro Jvlb TanaHTa, HeobXxo-
JVMbI TaKXe 10C/1e0BaTeslbHO Pa3BUBaeMbIe
HaBbIKN.

IOPUA CMUTIOK
POTOIPAD, NOBEAUTESTb

I Vil @OTOKOHKYPCOB
«CAMAA KPACVBAA CTPAHA»

PaccmatpuBasi noTpsicaroLyme CHUMKY PUHaIMCTOB
W Y4aCTHUKOB, MoaMeYaellib 3a cob6or 100pyto
3aBUCTb K X aBTopaMm. Kak xe xodeTtcs nobbi-

BaTb BO MHOIMMxX mMectax camomMmy, yBuaeTb BCe 3TO
CBOVIMU COBCTBEHHBIMU r/1a3amu v CAenaTb CBOM
pororpapumn. Ho, kaxertcs, 4ssi 3Toro MOXET roHa-
Z106UTbCSI BCSI XKM3Hb, BE/b CTPaHa Halla HeOObST-
Hasi u, BHe COMHeHu, camasi kpacuBasi!

CEPTEN rAPMALL
AKTEP TEATPA 1 KMHO, PEXXMCCEP

S y4aCTHUK XIOpy BTOPOV ro4 rnoapsia, v Kaxabii
pa3 MHe 04YeHb CJI0XHO BbIOpaTh nobeanTenei.
Ocob6eHHO yauBAsIlOT AeTCkue poTorpapun:
MOHATHO, YTO UX aBTOPbI yXXe Cepbe3HO UHTEe-
pecyoTcst 3TUM UCKYCCTBOM, — BULHbLI HACMOT-
PEHHOCTb, YMeHUe BbICTPOUTb Kaap. 1o noBoay
goTorpapuii B3pocCbix poTorpadoB C/A0XKHO
caepxxaTtb IMOLMN — XOHETCS MPOCTO cpasy

U3 3ana 3acenaHuvisi XIopu KOHKypca OTrpaBUTbCS
B Te mecrTa, rage OblIN cAaesiaHbl X CHUMKW.

3APA (SAPUDA MIOsH)
MEBUUA, 3ACJTYXXEHHAA APTUCTKA
POCCUACKOW ®ELEPALLMN

BeckpariHss kpacoTta npupoas Poccumn —

ee rniaBHoe boratcTBo. [1s MeHs cunia Kaxaou
yBUAEHHOV ¢poTorpadum — B BOBMOXHOCTU BAOX-
HYTb @pomart sieca, Mopsl, yC/bILLaTh eaBa y/o-
BUMbIE 3BYKN OKPYXaloLero Hac mupa. Ymeduve
ocTaHaB/MBaTb MOMEHT, 3arne4atsieBatb ero a4Jis
ThICSIY APYrUX rna3 n HaaessitTb CHUMOK 0cobo
QHeprue, aylwovi — 6ecLeHHbIV aap goTtorpadga.

The Most Beautiful Country photo
the Russian Geographical Society

OLGA MICHI
PHOTOGRAPHER, AUTHOR OF SCIENTIFIC
AND EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS

Seeing beauty in the world is a way of life.
After all, it is not only the unfamiliar exotic that
can be beautiful, but also the world we live

in every day. However, in order to show the
beauty of the world to the viewer, talent alone
is not enough. Skills must also be consistently
developed.

YURI SMITYUK

PHOTOGRAPHER, WINNER OF THE 3RD AND
7TH THE MOST BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY PHOTO
CONTESTS

It is with friendly envy that | look at the stunning
pictures made by the finalists and other
contestants. | wish | could visit many places
myself, see them with my own eyes and take
my own pictures. But, it seems, for this purpose
it can take the whole life, as our country

is immense and undoubtedly the most beautiful!

SERGEY GARMASH
THEATRE AND FILM ACTOR, DIRECTOR

I am a jury member for the second year in a row,
and each time it is very hard for me to choose
the winners. Children’s photos in particular
surprise: their authors look seriously interested

in this art, and you can feel their visual experience
and the ability to frame the shot. When it comes
to the photographs made by adult photographers,
it is difficult to hold back emotions — one simply
wants to leave the jury room and go to the places
where these pictures were taken.

ZARA (ZARIFA MGOYAN)
SINGER, HONOURED ARTIST
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The boundless beauty of Russia’s nature is its
main treasure. For me, the power of every
picture | see is the opportunity to breathe the
fragrance of the forest and the sea, to hear
the subtle sounds of the world around us.

The ability to seize the moment, capture it for
thousands of other eyes and imbue an image
with a special energy and soul is an invaluable
gift of a photographer.




HomMmunHauum KoHKypca

Menszax

Ankune XnBOoTHbIE

Poccusa ¢ BbICOThI
NTUYbEro noJsierta

Marma cTnxmm

MTuubl

Competition categories

Landscape

Wild animals

Russia from a bird’s

eye view

Magic of the elements

Birds

10

24

38

52

66



HomMunHauum KoHKypca

UckyccTBO Ankom
npupoabl (apT-PoTo)

Poccusa B nuuax

Maxkpomup

NMoaBogHbIN MUpP

Xueon apxus

Competition categories

The art of wildlife

(Fine-art photography)

Faces of Russia

Macroworld

Underwater world

Live archive

80

94

108

122

136



Camagq kpacuBasa cTpaHa

The Most Beautiful Country

rmasamMmm gertemn Through the Eyes of Children

Menszax

Mup XUBOTHbIX

Mup C BbICOTbI
nTUYbero nosera

MpupoaHblie ABNEeHUS

Landscape

Animal world

World from a bird’s

eye view

Natural phenomena

158

166

174

182



CneuunanbHbie Npu3bl Special prizes

Peankue Bupgbl XUBOTHbIX Rare animal species

B YCNOBUSIX ANKOW in the wild 192
npupoabl

3anosepgHaa Poccua Wildlife Russia 194
Mpu3 3puUTenbCKUxX People’s choice award 196

cuMmnatTum




NMEN3AX

CHer n poxab, TenJio n Xxonoa, BpemMsi CyTok
N BeTep MEeHA0T OOUH N TOT Xe NPUpPOaHbIA
naHgwadpT Nopomn oo NoOJIHOM Hey3HaBaeMOCTMU.
ABTOpPbI CHUMKOB B A@HHOW HOMUHALN
3HaloT, 4TO rMaBHOe — He NMPOUTN MUMO
3TUX NSMEHEHUIN N He 3abbiTb B3ATb C COOOM
doToannapar.




LANDSCAPE

Snow and rain, heat and cold, the time

of day and the wind can change the same
natural landscape beyond recognition.

The photographers in this category know
that the most important thing is not to miss
these changes and remember to take

the camera with you.
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«paHuua oceHun
Cc 3uMmon»

Astop: Bnagucnae KocTtbines

MecTto cbemku: Pecnybnmka Komu,
HaumoHanbHbIM Napk «lOrbig, Ba»

CabnuHcknii xpebeTt Ha [MpunonspHom Ypa-
ne, roe Obin coenaH 3TOT CHUMOK, Mnonodunn
anbnMUHUCTLI. 9TO 14 NUKOOBPAa3HbIX BEPLUVH,
camasi BblCOKast M3 KOTOpbix — ropa Cabns
BbicoTOM 1497 mMeTpoB. >KuBonuceu, U reo-
rpa¢ bopuc BbeccoHOB 3anmcan B Havane
XX BEKA MECTHYIO JIEFreHAY O TOM, YTO Y ropbl
€CTb «CTPOrni U XeCTOKNN» XO3A1H, KOTOPOro
PUCKHYBLUME HA Hee NOAHATbCS MHOorga BUANAT
«B BUAE KPYTsLLerocs ctonba».

The border between autumn
and winter

Photo by: Vladislav Kostylev

Location: Yugyd Va National Park,
Komi Republic

The Sablinsky Range in the Nether-Polar Urals,
where this photograph was taken, is a favourite
of mountaineers. It has 14 peak-like mountains,
the highest of which is Mount Sablya (Sabre)
at 1,497 metres. The painter and geographer
Boris Bessonov recorded a local legend in the
early twentieth century that the mountain has
a “stern and cruel” master, whom those who
venture to climb it sometimes see “in the form
of a spinning pillar”.



«MeTenb»

AsTtop: TatbsiHa buplokoBa

MecTo cbemku: YenabuHckaa obnacTb,
xpebeT YpeHbra

Camblin NPOTSAXEHHbIV B YensabuHckon obnactu
xpebeT YpeHbra, KOTOpbI 3anevyaTt/ieH Ha 3TOM
$OTO, 04YeHb XMBOMUCEH. ENnM Ha ero ckioHax
pacTyT cpenmn PoCChINen KaMeHHbIX BajlyHOB —
KYPYMOB, a KpUCTaJIM4eckue CraHupl, U3 Ko-
TOPbIX CNOXEHbl MOPoapl XpebTa, HaNnoOMMHAIOT
paccoeinalouwmecs OT OPEBHOCTU MHOroctpa-
HUYHble PONMaHTLl. 3MMOWN Ccloda yCcTpemna-
IOTCS JNIBDKHUKU U3  PAaCMOJIOXEHHOIr0 psaom
3nartoycrTa.

Blizzard

Photo by: Tatyana Biryukova

Location: Urenga Ridge,
Chelyabinsk Region

The longest mountain range in the Chelyabinsk
Region, the Urenga Ridge, which is depicted
in this photo, is very picturesque. Spruces
on its slopes grow among scatterings of boul-
ders, or corroms, and crystalline schists, which
form the rocks of the range, remind one of mul-
ti-page folios crumbling from antiquity. In win-
ter, skiers from nearby Zlatoust rush here.

MEN3AX
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«OceHb»

AsTtop: TatbsiHa buplokoBa

MecTo cbemku: Pecnybnuka BalikopTocTaH,
ceno 3unanp

3unavp Ha KOxHOM Ypane — 3TO Ha3BaHue
peku n cena. PaHblie oHO Ha3biBanoch lpe-
obpaxeHckoe, n B XVIIl Beke 3gecb NocTpo-
N OOHOUMEHHbIN MeOenaaBuiibHbI 3aBOM.
OT 3akpbITOro B Havyane XX Beka 3aBoga OocTa-
JINCb XMBOMUCHbIE PYWHbI, @ HA MOJOruUX XOJ-
Max B OKPECTHOCTSIX Cefla BCe TakK Xe pacTeT
CMELLAHHbIA Nec C MHOro4YMciieHHbiMK 6epe-
3aMU, KOTOPbIE OCEHbIO «3aropaloTcs» BCEMU
OTTEHKaMU XEeNTO-KPacHOro cnekTpa.

Autumn

Photo by: Tatyana Biryukova

Location: Zilair village,
Republic of Bashkortostan

Zilair in the South Urals is the name of a river
and a village. It used to be called Preobrazhen-
skoye, and in the 18th century a copper mill
of the same name was built there. Scenic ruins
of the factory, closed in the early 20th century,
remain till today, and on the gentle hills in the
vicinity of the village, a mixed forest still grows
that has numerous birches, which in the au-
tumn light up in all shades of yellow and red.



«ZaCJIOH»

AsTtop: Hnkonain Bacunbes

MecTo cbemku: Pecnybnvka Antan, ceno HYmowur,
ropa benbrebatu

PacrnonoxeHHas B [ponvHe pekm Yyu ropa
Benbrebalu, nnu ropa Bepbnion, B camom aene
HanoMmMHaeT nexatliee XMBOTHOe. Ha oaHOM
N3 ee CKJIOHOB HET HW OepeBla, a Apyron ry-
CTO NopocC ensaMn. ABTOP CHMMKa CpaBHUBaEeT
MX C BOMHAMW, NPOTUBOCTOAWMMN TbMe: «UX
He Tak MHOrO — BblaepXaTt I OHX ee Hanop?
dymaeTcqa, poa, HO 3TO 3aBUCUT B TOM 4ucCle
M OT Hac».

Z-barrier

Photo by: Nikolay Vasiliev

Location: Belgebash mountain, Chibit village,
Republic of Aliai

Located in the valley of the Chui River, Belge-
bash or Camel Mountain does resemble a lying
animal. One of its slopes is devoid of any trees,
the other is densely overgrown with fir-trees.
The author compares them to warriors oppos-
ing to the darkness: “There are not so many
of them — will they resist the darkness? | think
s0, but that depends on us, t00”.

MEN3AX
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