


HoBag kHura Exatepunbsl OcTpoBCKOi — 3TO OT-
JIeIbHBIM MUP, HEBEPOSITHO JIETKO U IeTATbHO MPULY-
MaHHbII. Best KHura 0ynTo Obl BOJILIEOHBIN MUD AJTU-
Cbl — 1IapCTBO BEYHOT0 OOMaHa, CTPAHHBIX UHTPUT
Y BOJIHYIOIIMX TapagoKcoB. [TocTossHHbBIE TTOBOPOTHI
CloXKeTa BhIOMBAIOT MOYBY M3-TIOJ HOT Jaxe MHOTO-
ONBITHOTO YKTATEIs1, 10 CaMOi MOCTIeTHE CTPaHMIIbI
He JaBasi HM MaJleHlIlero 1maHca pa3ooparbesl B MPo-
VICXOMSIIIEM U pa3raiarh MpeyioKeHHYI0 aBTOPOM To-
JIOBOJIOMKY.

Exkateprna OcTpoBcKasi Mo-TipexxHeMy ClocoOHa
yauBisTh. «[ToMonBKa ¢ yyxoii cynp00ii» — He TOJb-
KO BUTHEBATOE W 3aXBaTHIBAOIIEE TETEKTUBHOE M-
CTBO, KOTOPOT'O MbI BCE TaK XM 1 Ha KOTOPOe HaJe-
eMcsl, OTKphIBasi KHUTy. Ha celi pa3 y aBTopa moiy-
YujoCch HeuTo Ooibliiee. EkarepuHa CBOUM OCTPBIM
YYThEM HACTOSIIIETO JTIUTEPATOPA-IETEKTUBIIIUKA yTa-
Jlaja To caMoe UaealbHOE COOTHOIIIEHUE TallHbI, pa3-
Maxa W MpaBabl — W HAMKcala YBJICKATEIbHYIO, HE-
OOBIKHOBEHHYIO JaXXe Ha TIEPBBIA B3IJISII NUCTOPUIO,
KOTOpasi, CTPEMUTEJIbHO Pa3BUBAsICh, MIPEBpAIIAETCsI
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B TOJIOBOKPYXUTEIbHBIN poMaH. JJo cambix nocnen-
HUX CTPaHUI] HEBO3MOXHO YTrajgaTh, Kyla BBIBEIET
JINXO 3aKPYYEHHBIN CIOXKET, KTO OKaXeTcs Tpefare-
JIeM, KTO yOMiilieil 1 OTKyna XaaTh ITOMOIIN!

301U 1 repov, OXOTHUKU U KEePTBbI, MPUUHUHbI
U CJIE[CTBUS 3aITyTaHbl C BOCXUTUTEIBHON BUPTYO3-
HocThio. EkaTtepuHa OcTpoBcKasi OyKBaJIbHO 3aCTaB-
JISIET TIPOYUTATh CBOW HOBBIN pomaH!

Tamoesana Yemunosa



JTABA TEPBAA

Jlopora HBIpHYJIa B HOUHOM JieC, TYCThIE ]I He-
CKOHYaeMOU TeMHOW CTeHOM TSHYJUCH BAOJb 0004~
HBI, IISATHO OeJIoro cBeTa OexKayjo BHepeard aBTOMO-
01T, BBRIXBAThIBas HA MTHOBEHWE TO KMJIOMETPOBBIN
CTOJIO, TO peAKyre MPOCBEThI, 32 KOTOPHIMU €/IBa yra-
JIBIBAJIMCh CKJIOHBI JIBICHIX XOJIMOB, IPUIIOPOILIEHHbIE
POCCHITIbIO OJIEMHBIX 3BE3]l, TOTOBBIX PACTBOPUTHLCS
B CKOPOM UIOJIbCKOM YTpE.

3a ouepeTHBIM ITOBOPOTOM HAYaJICs JTOJTHIA TT0JI0-
TUii TIOAbEM, 32 HAM JOJDKEH ObLT MOSIBUTHCSI KPYTOM
CITyCK K MOCTHKY 4Yepe3 TTyOOKHUI1 oBpar, Ha JHE KOTO-
poro 0exaia KyJa-To HelllMpoKas peuyiika. Papsl Ha
JIOJTIO CeKYHIIbl BBIXBATWJIM U3 TEMHOTHI CBEPKAIOLLIMIA
OTpaXeHHBIM CBETOM 3HaK Cy:KeHus moporu. Cuud-
LKA 32 pyJieM My>KYMHA HEMHOI'O COPOCHII CKOPOCTb.
ABTOMOOWJIb MMPOCKOYMJI ITOBOPOT, HAYaJICS CITyCK
K MOCTY... YT0o-TO enBa pa3iuunMMoe BBICKOUYWJIO U3
Mpaka Jieca... Booutenb BaaBui B 10 IeAajlb TOPMO-
3a. M coeman ato BecbMma BoBpeMs. «beHTIM» ocTaHo-
BUWJICSI, eABa He cOuB uesioBeka. Ilepen KamoTom Malu-
HbI CTOSIJIa JIEBYILKA C PACITyIIEHHBIMU CBETJILIMU BO-
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JocaMu. OHa MPUTHYJIACh, TTPUKPHIBAST JIAIOHBIO JIULIO
OT OCJIeNUBIIIEro ee cBera dap... OmeXapl Ha AeBYII-
Ke He ObUTO HUKakKoii. OHa pBaHy/Iach K MallIHE, Mbl-
TasiCh Kpu4aTh, HO 3BYKOB CJIBIIIHO He ObUT0. lopory,
TEMHbII TAMHCTBEHHBII JIeC ¥ BeCh MUP HAKpPbLIa HOY-
Hasl TMIIVHA. JIeByllKa ObUla meperyraHa u Apoxaa
oT yXaca. OHa 1onoexana, MomnbITajlach TPOHUKHYTh
B MalllMHy, HO Y Hee 3TO He IMOJYYMIOCh... CUISIINIA
3a pyJieM HaKJIOHUJICS U OTKPbIUT ABEPh USHYTPU.

— Ilomorute! — KpukHyJa AeByIlIKa, 3a0UpasiCh
Ha cunenbe. — Iloxanyiicta! 3a MHOI TOHATCS...

JBeph OHa ocCTaBMJIa pPACIaXHYTOM, BOAUTEND
HaKJIOHWJICS HaJl ee HaroTtoi, 0 KOTOPOi NeBYIIKa
BCIIOMHMJIA TOJBKO Ceifuac U MPUKPHLIACH PYKAMHU.
JBepb 3axJ10MHyIach. MalliHa pBaHyJia, IPOHECIACh
JI0 MOCTa, MpocKouunia ero. M octaHoBUIACH.

— Iloxanyiicta, MIOMOTUTe, — MPOIIENTAJIA Je-
BYILIKA, — TaM OYE€Hb CTPALIHbIE JTIOIHU.

— OHU yxe Jajeko, U Hac UM He I0THaTh, — OTO-
3BaJICS MY>KUMHA U 0OEPHYJICS Ha3al, YTOOBI yI0CTO-
BEPUTHLCS B CITPABEIJIMBOCTU CBOMX CJI0B. — [Tnmkak
MOI BO3BMUTE, TPUKPOETECH XOTb.

JleBymKy cHoBa Haday OWTH 03HOO. Bommrensp,
BBITIPSIMUBIINCH B Kpeclie, IPUHSIICS CHUMATh T -
XaK, KaK BAPYT YTO-TO YXKaJIWJIO ero B Ilel0, eIBa
KOJIBHYJIO, ¥ MY>KYMHA TTOAHSIT OCBOOOXICHHYIO U3
pyKaBa pyKY, YTOOBI ITPUXJIOIHYTh 3aJIETEBILETO B Ca-
JIOH KoMapa, 1 TYT e YPOHWII ee.

— YTo Takoe? — yauBUIICS OH.

IMombiTancs Bce Xe CHATh MUIKAK U MeIJICHHO
HauaJjl 3aBajJIMBaThCsl HA BOAUTENIbCKYIO IBEPb.
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My mO3BOHMJ cpasy Iocjie TMOJyHOYHU, CO00-
IIMJI, 9YTO OOJIBIIIE 3aIepP>KUBATHCS B TOCTIX HE CO-
OupaeTcs, rooodelaa ObITh B TEUEHME Yaca U MOCo-
BeTOBaj BepoHuKe He MOXUIAThCS €ro, a JOXKUThCS
CIIaTh.

— 41 Bce paBHO He 3acHYy, Oyny TeOsI XIaTh, — OT-
BETWJIa OHA.

— XopoI1o, — COTJacWiICs MyX, — TOIIa KIu
MEHS B ITIOCTEJIMN.

Beponuka He moracuiia CBET, Jiexa, IpUCTyIluBa-
JIach K TUIIIMHE 32 OKHOM, PaCCYMTHIBasI, YTO BOT-BOT
YCIIBIIINT, KaK Pa3IBUTAlOTCS BOPOTa, HETPOMKO PhI-
YUT ABUTATENb «bBeHTIN». ..

Barmsin yman Ha jexanrylo Ha IIPUKpPOBATHOI
TyMOOuKe KHUTY. BepoHuka B3siia ee. KHura jexa-
JIa 37IeCh AaBHO, TTOXaIyH, LEAyI0 HEAea0 UiIn Jaxe
oospire. Torma MyX Toxe 3aep>KUBaJICS U TaKKe T10-
COBETOBAJI el XXAaTh ero B roctean. OHa B TOT Bedep
cIycTujach B OMOIMOTEKY, TIPUHECTA KHUTY, YTOOBI
yOUTBb BpeMsI, HO laxKe He yCIieia OTKPBITh, KaK YCIIbI-
11aJ1a 3BYK OTKPBIBAIOLINXCSI BOPOT. Terepb oHa B3s-
JIa ee ¢ TYMOOUYKHU Oe3 BCSIKOTo MHTepeca, ITocMoTpeia
Ha 000XxKy: Credan Lseitr. Pacnaxnayna, ¢ camoro
Hayajla He MIperiojarasi YuTarth... BoT-BOT BepHETCS
MyX. BepoHuka eiiie pa3 npuciyliajach — 3a OKHOM
ObLIO TXO. MOXHO, KOHEYHO, IEPE3BOHUTD €My, HO
3a4eM JejaTh TO, Yer0 OHAa HUKOTAA He Jejiaja 3a Bce
YeThIpe ToAa UX COBMECTHOM Xn3Hu? OHa He 3BOHU-
Jla, KOrma OH 3afepXKuBajics BedepaMu, He 3BOHMIA
caMa U B cepeauHe THs, He Jiejana 3TOro, YToObl He
OTBJIEKATh €0 OT HEOOXOAMMBIX JIeJ M BaXKHBIX pa3-
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TOBOPOB, HE XOTeJjla TMOKa3aThCA HABSI3UMBOM, 13-
JIMIITHE TI0A03PUTEIbHOM WM, TOTO XYK€, PEBHUBOIA.
«...MHe omsTh CTajgo XYTKO. DTU Kpamayliuecs
TIpU3pavHbIe 1Iary, OYTHA HECJIBIIIHBIE U BCE XK€ He-
OTCTYITHBIE BO MpaKe IIOPTOBOrO KBapTasa, MaJlo-T10-
MaJly BBITECHWIM BOCITOMMHAHUS O TIEPEKUTOM, 3a-
MEHMB UX KaKMM-TO 0€30TUYETHBIM CMSITEHUEM...»

CryyaiiHO BBIOpaHHAsI B CepeIuHE CTPaHUIIbI
(¢paza okazamach HeyMeCcTHOI. BepoHuKa 3akpbi-
Jla KHUTY W BepHyJa Ha TyMOouky. OHa momymaja
0 MyXe, 1 el IM0Ka3ajoCh, YTO OHA U B CAMOM JeJIe
HEMHOTO BOJIHyeTCs... IlocMOTpena Ha CBETSIIIUIACS
undepOIaT HACTEHHBIX YaCOB — BpeMsi, K KOTOPOMY
MYK 00€IIaa BEPHYTHCS, YK€ BBIIILIO.

«Kak Oymer «Majmo-mmoMaily» Ha HEMELIKOM?» —
noaymana BepoHuka M MmoyemMy-To OTBeTHJIA cama
cebe BCayx:

— Nach und nach.

Ho otBreuscst He noyuunock. M Torna oHa BHOBb
rmoaymMaina o KHure. BcrmoMHmIa, Kak Ta IOSIBUJIACh
B Ux J1oMe. JJoM yXe CTOsUI, M 3aKOHYMJIACh OTHEIKA
TIOMEIIeHU, OblJIa paccTaBieHa Mebelb, Korna Hu-
KoJIail mpuBe3 cloga BepoHnKy, KOHEYHO Xe, He CO-
OMpasCh XKUTh C TTIOYTU HE3HAKOMOI IEBYIIKON U YK
TeM OoJiee XKeHUThcs Ha Heil. 1 BepoHuka 6e30 Bcsi-
KOIf 00pEeYeHHOCTH XIaja, KOTaa yCIeNIHbIi, Oora-
TBIA X JOCTATOYHO MOJIOAOM MYXXUYMHA ITOIIPOCUT €€
YIAJIUTHCS. ..

Ona Obla yBepeHa, YTO MMEHHO TaK 1 CITyIUTCH,
BeIb 3aU4€M OHa eMy, KOoTrJa ecTh 0oJiee KpacUBHIE,
Oosiee obasTeNbHBIE U LIETIKKE, U 0oJiee yMHbIE Ha-
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BepHsIKa Toxe HaiiayTcsa? Ho MuHoBana Henensi, mo-
ToM apyrasi. OHa He BbIXOIuJIa Ha paboTy, U, BEpOsIT-
HO, BeCh 0(bMC TOYHO 3HAJI, IT0YeMY OHa IIPOTYJIMBa-
€T, C KEM IPOBOIUT BPEMSI, U TIPE3UPal €€ 3a TAKOU
BHE3aMHbII pOMaH ¢ OOJIBIINM 00CCOM. A Koraa of-
HaXIbl OHa IMo3BOHWIA Hukoao B KaOMHET, OTBE-
TWI, KaK BoguTcs, pedepeHT Bagum, KoTopsiit cpa-
3y, 0e3 mpeacTaBaeHMSI, y3HAJI €€ 10 TOJI0CY U I1000e-
mai rnepenatb Hukonaro HukonaeBudy o ee 3BOHKE.

HMmMenno B ToT aeHb Kojs BepHysics IOMOM,
a ciaenoM noabexai «Ilexo»-kKadiydok ¢ aMOJIeMoi
CeTH KHIDKHBIX Mara3mHOB Ha IBepu. JIBa Moio-
JIbIX YeJIoBeKa Havajiu BBIHOCUTD U3 «[lexko» KopoO-
ku ¢ kauramu. Kak okasanmoch, Hukomaii 3ackounn
B KHIDKHBIN Mara3vH M XOOWI BIOJIb PSIIOB, MOKa-
3bIBast: 3TY, 3Ty, 3TY... OH MOKyIaja KHUTU, KaK Mpo-
IYKTHI B YHUBEpCcaMe, Jejasl Bce O4eHb ObICTPO, Kak
OyATO crnemui Kynaa-To. Bmpodem, Bpsim 1 OH caM
TIOMHWJI, KOTJa B TIOCJEAHUM pa3 MOKYIaJl MPoayK-
THI WM ciupTHOE. 19 mMogoOHbIX aen y Hero Obuin
CIIeIaIbHbIC JIIOMIU. ..

Ho xHuru B TOT A€Hb OH BBIOMpAJ JIMYHO, CE/IaB
YIOp Ha TepMaHOS3BIYHYIO JTUTEPaTypy, TOTOMY UTO
3HaJI, Ha Kakoi Kadenpe ¢wmicdaka Beponuka yun-
nack... I'ére, Teomop IITopm, Tomac ManH u I'eH-
pux ManH, Lseiir, Kadka, Pemapk, 'enpux bemn...

— Hwuyero He 3a0b11? — CIIPOCHII OH, KOTda KHU-
'Y OBLTUA PAcCTaBJICHBI IO TOJKaM.

OHa mokauaja ToJ0BOH, ITOTOM 3a4eM-TO CKa3a-
JIa, 9TO He XBaTaeT OpaTbeB I'puMM, U TYT Xe 3aruia-
KaJjia OT CYaCThsl, IOTOMY UTO MOHSIA, 4YTo pa3 Huko-
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JIall KyIWI JU1S1 HEE CTOJIbKO KHUT, 3HAYMUT, OH HE BbI-
roHuT ee. 1o KpaitHeit Mepe, B Oyvkaiiliee Bpemsl. ..

M Bce xe oHa 3acHyja. BepoHuke mokasayioch,
YTO TPOCTO 3aKphblja IJ1a3a U cpasy ke OTKpbLIa, HO
B CHaJibHE OBLIO YK€ CBETJI0. PamoM B mocream HU-
KOro He okazajiock. Hukomaii, cyas 1o BceMy, HOUbIO
HE BEPHYJICS, U 3TO UCITyTaJo.

Omna B3s11a TesiepOH 1 ITocMOoTpesia Ha 9KpaH. [1o-
CJIEIHUI 3BOHOK OT MYy>Ka pa3fajcs Kak pa3 B HayaJe
rnepBoro Houu. boJibilie 3B0OHKOB He ObLT0. BepoHuka
MoayMajia, 9YTo Hamo Obl caMoii HaOpaTh €ro HOMep.
KoHeuHo, oH uHorna He HoueBan noma. Mnu Haxo-
JIAJICS B OTBE3ME, WIM €T0 3aAepKUBaIM Aena. TobKo
JleJia ero 3aep>KUBaJIM HE 10 TaKOW CTENeHU, YTOObI
OH Bo3Bpamajicsa yrpom... 1 motom, oH Bcerma 3BO-
HWI ¥ TIPEeIyTpekaan o CBOel 3aepKKe, a 3aTeM elle
MHTEPEeCOBaICS IO TenedOHY, He CKYYHO JIM el Of-
Hoii. TobKO 3TO OBIBAJIO OYEHb-OUYEHB PENKO.

DKpaHYUK 3aCBETWICS, U €Ille IO TOro, KaK 3a-
3Byvaja Mejloausi 3BoHKa, BepoHuka yBumena, 4To
elf 3BOHUT agBoKat Ilepymos.

Yachl moKa3bIBajiv MOJIOBMHY BochbMoro yTpa. He-
yKeJIM OHa Mpocmnana Tak nojiro? Y BooOie, mouyeMy
ITepyMOB 3BOHUT B TaKylo paHb UMEHHO €i1?

— Yto cayunnocs? — crnpocmia oHa. — YTo-TO
¢ Koneii?

M pe3ko Bckoumia ¢ KpoBaTH.

— JloOGpoe yTpo, — OTO3BaJICS aABOKaT, — IIpO-
ctuTe, 9To pasdoymui. 4 3a Bamu... Hukomnait Huko-
JIaeBUY MEHSI TIOTIPOCUIL...
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— A r1e OH M TTIoYeMy caM MHE He 3BOHUT?

Beponuka 3aiina B rapepoOHylo, BblcMaTprBasi,
YTO HAJETh...

Mpbicay myTajauch, MOTOMY YTO OHa He 3Haja,
Kyla Opuaercsl exaTb U Mo KakoMy moBomy... Ile-
PYMOB MEIJIMJI C OTBETOM, HO KOTJIa OHAa CITPOCUIIA,
KyJa HaJo exaTh, OTBETHUJI:

— 4 nepen Bammu Bopotamu. OTKpPBIBATh UX HE
HaJo, 5 TTOAOXKIY B MallIMHE TIepel Bbe30M, a Bbl CO-
OupaiTech.

— Yro ¢ Koneit? — mpomenTama Beponuka
B TPYOKY.

— CrpamnHoro Huyero. He6onbimoe ATTI, pyku-
HOTU 1enbl. [IpocTO 3TW TaMIIHUKK TMOCOBETOBAIA
eMy B 0OJIbHUILY ToexaTh... CaMu TIOHMMaeTe, cTpa-
XOBKa M BCE TaKoe Ipoyee...

AIIBOKAT SIBHO 4ero-To HefaoroBapusasl. Hukomnai
B JIIOOOM cllyyae caM TO3BOHMJI Obl, UTOOBI YCTIOKO-
uTh ee. 1 motom, npu 4em TyT cTpaxoBKa?

— Xopowro, — TpousHecia BepoHuka B TpyO-
Ky, — 1 yepe3 MSATHaALATh MUHYT BbIHY.

— MoxeTe ocobo He Topo... — Havaj obuio Ile-
pyMoB, HO BepoHuKka npepBajia pa3roBop.

YeTrBepTu yaca, KOHEUHO K€, He XBaTUJIO Ha c0O-
pbl, Ho TlepymoB, Korna oHa BeiOeXana U3 KAIUTKH,
YTOJUIMBO BOCXUTUJICS:

— Kak BB ObICTpO! A ST YK pacCUMTHIBAJ ITOKE-
MapuTb HEMHOTo B MalliuHe. CeronHs BbICIIAThCS He
yIa10Ch.

— Y10 ¢ Myxkem?! — mmouTu 3aKpuydana BepoHuka.
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— On B 6oompHuie Cesitoit Exatepunsnl. Ilepe-
JIOMOB HET, ymiub ToJbKo. SI Baiero myxa He BU-
ney, MHe nmo3BoHWa BenumamuH ButanbeBuu Pyo-
1I0OB — HaYaJIbHUK €0 OXpaHbl — U MOIPOCHU TTOIb-
€XaTh TyIa, a g yX PelInI ¥ Bac IIPUXBATUTh, YTOOBI
BbI yOeOMIUCH... TO €CTh 3TO OH MEHs IIOIIPOCKII Bac
MIPUXBATUTb.

AnBOKaT HaBepHsIKa YTO-TO HemoroBapusai. Kois
IpHCIIajl ObI 3a Hell MallMHy ¢ BoguteaeM. M motom,
CyIsl IO TOMY, KaK BHUMAaTeJabHO IlepyMoB cMoTpen
Ha Jopory, oH Bpajia. O4eBUIHO, CIyYUIOCH YTO-TO
TaKoe...

— Yro 3a JITII? — cripocuia oHa, cTapasich CIpsi-
TaTh CBOU MCIIYT.

— TouHO He 3Hal0, HO €r0 aBTOMOOWJIb HE BIIH-
caJicsi B TIOBOPOT, IPOJIeTe]] MUMO MOCTa M ITOYTHU
yIan B peuky... Kak ke oHa Ha3pBaeTcs1? Bourerenmo
Ha3BaHUE U3 TOJIOBBI.

— I'ne 310 OBLTO?

— Tak g KaK pa3 00 3ToMm... A-a! Bcrromumo.

IlepymMoB XJIOMHYJ ce0s1 TaaOHbIO MO JIOY.

— Peuka HazbiBaetTcs ITunmosnoBka, eciau He Iy-
taro. CtpaHHoe Ha3BaHMe. CMmelHoe Ha3BaHue. [1y-
Ta, HABEPHO.

— BT0 HemalleKo oTciofa, — 3aMeTusia BepoHu-
Ka, — TaM BOOOIIE-TO BBICOKO ITaaTh...

— MamwuHa, ToBOpAT, HEMHOTO IMOCTpanaia,
HO Bedb TaM MOAYIIKM 0e30ITaCHOCTH U BCE TaKoe
mpouee. ['oBopsAT, OH Ha BHENOPOXHOM «beHTIN»
exal.

— «beHTaiira», — KUBHYJA JEBYILIKA.
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— Hy, B 0obmieM, oH M3 MalIMHBLI caM BBIOpAaJiCS.
Cuzen Ha CKIIOHE. A IOTOM KTO-TO MMMO IIpOe3XKaJl
" BbI3Ball «CKOPYIO» M MEHTOB.

— BrI MHE Bcio paBay pacckasanm?

— Bce, 4To MHE U3BECTHO, KaK Ha JyXy.

Y Mocta yepe3 peuky IlepymMoB ocTaHOBHMJICS.
BaBsoeM BBIIIUIM M3 MALIMHEIL, HO CITYCKATHCS BHU3 HE
cramu. ITocmotpenu ¢ noporu. «beHTIN» BHU3Y yXe
He O0bUT0. TOJBKO CMSIThIE KYCThI, Pa3aUBIIEECs IO
TpaBe MOTOPHOE MAcCJIo, CMSITOE JIOOOBOE CTEKJIO, I10-
Xoxkee Ha OOMBbLIMHA IMCT CKOMKaHHOM Oymaru, u 0o-
JIOMKH OOKOBOTO 3epKajia.

— D10 PyO110B 3a0past MalnHy, — TOSICHUT ali-
BokaT. — Kak-HMKak Takast Tadyka THICSTY JBECTU €BPO
CTOMT, a €CJIX MO YacCTSIM MPOAaBaTh, TO €IIIE JOPOXKE.

W, xorma BepHyIuch B ero «Mepcenec», CIIpoCcu,
YTOOBI IPEePBATh MOJIMAHUE CITyTHULIBI:

— A 4T0 OH caMm 3a pyib-To cen? ['ne Bonutesb ero?

— Huxkomnait HukonaeBu4 BoguTesIst OTIIYCTIII Be-
yepoM. PuMa cKaszaj, 4TO XOUYET CEMbIO B a3pOIIOPT
otBe3Tn. Ero xkeHa ¢ getbMu 1 MaTepbio B Kpbim co-
Opanucs Jeretb. YeMogaHoB MHOTO... Ho BBI Xe 3Ha-
ete, yto Kot 1 cam IpeKpacHBI BOIUTEIb.

MABA BTOPA4

Bbexanu Ha maHayc y BxoJa B O0JIbHUILY, U K Ma-
IIMHE aJBOKaTa TYT Xe Mojaoluen Pyo1ioB — Hayasb-
HUK CIyX0bl 6e3omacHocTi PakutuHa. OH OTKpPBUI
JIBepb, 1 BepoHuKa BbIlLIA.
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— Kak ram Kona? — obpaTtuiack oHa K PyO1ioBy.

— S ero He BUAea, HO Bpad cKa3all, YTO HAYETO
CTPaIIHOTrO.

— Tak ero MoxXHO 3a0paTh JOMO?

Beponunka momonmnia K OOJPHUYHOMY BXOIY
U oxXupjaia, YTo PyOGLIOB OTKpOET mepen Heil ABepb,
HO HavyaJbHUK CIY>KObl O€30MaCHOCTHU B3SU1 €€ IO
JIOKOTh ¥ IIIaTHYJ B CTOPOHY.

— Iloka Tyzma Heb3s1, TaM €T0 JO3HABATE/IM OIIpa-
IIMBAIOT — TaK ITIOJIOKEHO, a KOrma OHM 3aKOHYAT,
S JOTOBOPIOCH, YTOOBI BAC MPOITYCTHIIM.

— A urto cinyynnock? M oH KOro-To cOWJI Ha 10-
pore?

Py6110B T103XAa1 riegamu:

— Huxoro oH He cou. Sl xxe roBopro, TakK MOJIO-
JKEHO.

On ob6epnyncs K IlepymMoBy 1 Tpon3Hec:

— BuI Tyt Mens ¢ Beponukoii CepreeBHOI IT00-
KIUTE HEMHOTO, a S MOMAY pa3y3Halo, MOXET, YXe
OCBOOOIMIINICH OHU.

Py6110B 3a111e1 B BeCTUOI0JIb OOJIbHUILIBI, U CKBO3b
CTeKJISIHHYIO cTeHY BepoHuka yBuaesa, 4To OH Ha-
MpaBWIICS K KAKOMY-TO MY:KUYWHE B KOCTIOME M CTajl
C HUM pa3roBapyBaTh.

— C keM 3710 oH?

AIBOKAT TOXe MOCMOTpEJT CKBO3b CTeKio. U TyT
K€ BCTPETICHYJICS.

— BDTOo cTapumiuii cienoBaTesib CJICACTBEHHOIO
komurteTa EBmokmMoB. Hermaoxoil MyXWK, KCTaTH.
IToBesno euie, yto ero npuciaanu... Ho Benb Huko-
naii HukonaeBny PakuTUH — JIMYHOCTh OYEHb U3-
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BecTtHast. C ryOepHATOPOM, OITSITH K€, Ha KOPOTKOM
HOTe...

BepoHuka yxe He COMHeBajach, 4YTO OT Hee YTO-
TO cKphiBaoT. Eciu Kosst mouyTn He mocTpanani, Kak
yBepstoT IlepymoB ¢ PyO11oBbIM, TOrIa UTO 30eCh Je-
JIaeT IpeaCTaBUTENIb CIICACTBEHHOTO KomuTteTa? Ecim
TIPOM3OIIIO OOBIYHOE TOPOKHO-TPAHCIIOPTHOE TIPO-
HcIIecTBre 0e3 XXEePTB U IMOCTPaAaBIINX, TO IIPU YeM
3/eCh CJIeNCTBeHHBIN KoMuTeT? Jlaxke ecny PakutuH,
HaxXodsICh 3a PyJieM, MOBPEINI UyXOil aBTOMOOWJIb,
TO BOIIPOC OH CaM peII Obl MTHOBEHHO — BBI3Baj
Py6uoBa unu Kkoro-Hubyns eie. ITompocu Okl pu-
BE3TU HEOOXOIUMYIO CYMMY, YTOOBI BOBMECTUTH I10-
CTpaIaBIINM YIIIepO U YIaauTh faeia Ha MecTe. B KoH-
11e KOHIIOB, J1aJ1 ObI JIcHEeT Ha HOBHIIA aBTOMOOWIIb...

K 6ecenyromnMm B BectuOIoie PyolioBy u cieno-
BaTeJII0 IOAOIIeN MyXXUrMHa B OesioM xamare. Bepo-
HHMKa TYT Xe IOCIIEIINIAa K Bpayvy.

OnHa BolIJIa B BeCTUOI0JIb, HAIlpaBUJIaCh K MYK-
YMHAaM M YCJbIIana, Kak My>XJrHa B OeJoM XxajaTe
IIPOU3HEC:

— W necHu Bce Kakue-TO CTpaHHBIE.

PyGO1ioB, yBUIEB HEBYIIKY, TOBEPHYJCS K HEH,
cJienoBaresib M Bpad KakK 10 KOMaHIE CHACIAINA TO Xe
camoe.

— Ilpu yem tyT MMIecHn? — cnpocwmna Beponu-
Ka. — CKaxuTe JIydille, KaK YyBCTBYET Ce0sI MO MyxK
Huxonait Hukonaesuu Pakutun?

— Tak g u roBopro. [Toer Bam myx. Herpomko
Tak, cede moa Hoc. Ha Bompockl He oTBevaer... [ToHa-
yajy CIPOCUI YTO-TO MO-HEMELKM. A KOrda ITOHSII,
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YTO MBI HU OeJibMeca, OTBepHYJICS U 3aMonuai. Te-
mephb BOT 3aries... Hy, mycTh moet, HUKOMY €Tro Iec-
HU He MEIIAIOT — OTAe/IbHAs MajlaTa eMy IIpeaoCTaB-
JieHa. TaM Bce yciaoBus.

— 41 mory ero yBuneth? — crpocwia Beponuka.

Bpau moxan rieyamMu M IIOCMOTpEJT Ha CjelIoBa-
Tesl.

— Ecnu rocnonuH ciaemoBartesib He IPOTHB.

CienoBatenb ITOKavall TOJIOBOI.

— IToka He MOry BaM pa3pelluTh OOIIEHUE.

— MHe ToCMOTpPETh TOJIBKO, s TOBOPUTH He Oyy.
B 1menouky 3arisHy.

— MOXKHO He B ILEJIOUKY, a TAK — Y HEero B Iajia-
Te CTEKJISTHHAsI CTeHa, — HAaIIOMHIJI Bpay CJIeoBaTe-
mo. — Heyxenu Hesb3sl XeHe ITOCMOTPETh Ha MyKa?

— Bor umenHo, — nognaep:kai ero Pyoiios, — 3a-
KOHHOe ITpaBo! Mim y Bac Ha IpocMOTp TpedyeTcs
oco0oe pa3pellieHre HayalbcTBa?

CrienoBaresib KUBHYJ M TTIOCMOTpeJ Ha BepoHuKy:

— Paspemiaio, HO ¢ yclI0BUE€M, UTO MOTOM BBI
CO MHOI1 1obeceayeTe, OTBETUTE Ha HECKOJIbKO BO-
MPOCOB.

Crneposarens EBIOKMMOB HarpaBwicsa K TUQTY,
1 BCE OCTAJIbHBIC 3alllarajn 3a HHUM.

JBepu mudTa ObUIM OTKPBITHI, U IIEPBBHIM B KaOU-
Hy 3amres1 Pyomos.

— Ilo mpaBuIaM XOpOIIEro TOHA MEPBLIM B TU(T
3aXOIMT MYXXUMHA, IIEPBBIM e U BBIXOAUT, — O0b-
SICHUJ OH. — B TeMHOe nomenieHue u B J1106oe Apy-
roe, TIe MOXET OBITh OITACHO, TOXE CHavaJia 3aXOIUT
MYXKUYMHA, a YK [OTOM XEHIIUHA.
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