Hoporve apy3bs!

JonmkeH BaM Npu3HaTtbecs: 9 BNOONEH... A 6e33aBeTHO BNOONeH B Poccuio, 1 ¢ KaxablM roaom
9TO YyBCTBO CTAHOBUTCS BCE CUJIbHEE U Kpen4ye. KaxeTca, ecnn Obl y MEeHS NOSBUIOChL AocTa-
TOYHO BPEMEHMU, A Obl NELLKOM OT Kpas A0 Kpas 00oLwen Hawy cTpaHy. 3arfgHyn B TaeXHble
CKUTbl U garecTaHCKMe ayinbl, Hanuacs 13 pyydba B AnTanckom kpae u niobosancsa Obl nonsp-
HbIM cusiHMemM Ha HoBon 3emne. Bce xoueTtca yBnaeTb caMoOMy, NoTporartb, nonpobdosaTtb. Ham
O4YEeHb MOBe3/s10 ¢ PoanHom — BeckpanHme NpPOoCTOPbI, XMBONUCHAs npupoaa, boratenwuve
dnopa n payHa. MOXHO BCIO XU3Hb NyTeLIecTBOBaATbL TOJIb-
KO no Poccun — 1 He nccnepoBaTb €e NosHOCThIO. U 3aech
Ha nomoLlp npmxoamnTt GoTokoHKypc PO «Camas kpacuBas
cTpaHa». Kaxaplin HOBbIM anbbom 1 6epy B pykn C TPEMETOM.
Kaxablih CHUMOK, kaxaaa cepus ¢otorpadumin — nydilue sio-
0ol peknambl Bbi3bIBAET BOCXULLEHNE U NPOBYXOaeT xena-
HMe CTPaHCTBOBATb. A YECTHO HE MOHMMALD, KakK YS1EHbI XIOpK
cnpaenaTca 1 BbibupatoT nyydwmx. Ha VII poTtokoHkypc «Ca-
Mas KpacuBasi CTpaHa» Mbl MNonyyYunm 6onee 65 TbicAY CHUM-
koB aBTOpoOB 13 18 ctpaH nomumo Poccun. OueHmBanm nx
aKkcnepTbl, B TOM yncne, ns Nepmanuu, Ntanmm n @paHuymn.

Ho He TONbkO pagu KpacoTbl CYLWECTBYET Hall KOHKYpPC.
CBovMn paboTtamMn aBTOPbI NPUBAEKADT BHMMaHME K Xpyn-
KOM MpuUpoLe N COXPaHSAT 419 UCTOPUX 3arnoBedHble Me-
cta Poccun. Korga-Hnbyab HEM3BECTHbLIN YnTaTENb BO3bMET
B PYKM 3TOT anbOOM M yOUBWUTCSA, KaK CUIbHO BCE U3MEHU-
NOCb.

Ho s Hapetlocb, YTO nepemMeHbl He OyayT KapauHalbHbIMN.
XoueTtcs, 4ToObl HaLWM NOTOMKU YBUAENUN TO Xe, YTO U Mbl.
Benob «Camas kpacuBaa cTtpaHa» — He meTtadopa, a cyuwias
npasga.

Mpe3naeHT Pycckoro reorpadpuyeckoro obuiecraa
Ceprewn LLownry




Dear friends,

I must confess that given enough time, | would walk from edge to edge across our country. | would
look into the taiga hermitages and the Daghestan auls, drink water from a stream in the Altai, and
admire the polar lights on Novaya Zemlya. | want to see, touch, and try everything myself.

We feel blessed to have such a Motherland, with its vast expanses, picturesque nature, rich flora and
fauna. You can travel around Russia for life, and still not fully explore it. And this is where The Most
Beautiful Country photo contest of the Russian Geographical Society can help out. | am anxious to dig
into each new album of the competition. Every picture or series of photographs would arouse admira-
tion and spark your interest in travels better than any advertisement.

| can’t speak for other members of the jury, but it was very difficult for me to choose the best of the
best. More than 65,000 photographs, by authors from Russia and 18 other countries, were submitted
to the 7th The Most Beautiful Country photo contest! The works were evaluated by renowned experts,
including those from Germany, Italy, and France.

Our competition does not only exist for the sake of beauty. First, the authors show the vulnerability
of nature with their pictures. And second, those photographs are documents that keep the images
of nature reserves, rare animals, small peoples, and architectural monuments for history forever. For
example, Sergey Prokudin-Gorsky, the pioneer of colour photography, could hardly have assumed that
his works would become a virtual guide to the disappeared pre-revolutionary Russia.

Some day, an unknown reader will pick up this album and wonder how much everything has changed.
| hope that the changes, however, will not be that dramatic. | would like our descendants to see the
same as we do. After all, The Most Beautiful Country is not a metaphor but the truth itself.

Sergey Shoigu
President of the Russian Geographical Society



Xiopu VIl poTtokoHKypca Pycckoro

reorpadpunyeckoro oowiecrBea
«Camas KpacumBaa cTpaHa»

KOHTAHTUH NNIEUDEP
MPEACELATESb XIOPU dOTOKOHKYPCA

«OaHn oTorpapbl BAOXHOB/ISIIOTCS TEM, YTO
BUASIT 34€ECh U cendYac, Apyrme — rnoBTopsitoT
cTapuHHble cHUMKK lMpokyanHa-Iropckoro. Ho-
MuHaumsi «)KnBovi apxms» no3BosisetT HabaoaaTb,
Kak namMeHuaach Halua ctpada. Yto nHrepecHo,
B 9TOV MOroHe 3a BpemMeHem ¢oTorpapbl MoOryt
ucrnosb3oBaTh Aaxe bosee crapbie poTorpapu-
qeckue rnpuemsi, 4em B opurvHane! lNpenenos
MacTepcTBy HET, Y KOHKYPC TOMY noATBepXAae-
HUe».

BJIAAUMUP MALLKOB
XYOOXECTBEHHbLI PYKOBOOUTENb
MOCKOBCKOI'O TEATPA OJIEFA TABAKOBA

3MOL{VII/I OT yBUEHHOro criyietarntcsd B AoJsiroe
4yBCTBO BOCTOpra, /1o6By K TOMY MECTY, rae

Thbl XUVBELLb. B3gTb NpOCTON CHUMOK — KPbI/1bSI
6abo4ek-60sipbilLHnLY. CMOTPIO Ha HEro U AYMaio:
51 caM 13 HoBoky3HeLka, XOpOLLO MOMHIO 0POru,
ycesiHHble 6abo4kamu! Oxwuna kapTuHka U3 Moero
aercrea. 910 owenomasoLle!

HATAJIb9 TPUTOPbEBA-JINTBUHCKASA
OCHOBATEJIb 1 KYPATOP I'AJIEPEN
MMEHW BEPATBLEB JIIOMbEP

BornbLue apyrix mMeHs Briedativia HOMUHa-

ums «Mup nogei» B JETCKOM KOHKypce. MeHsi
yaANBWUIIO TO, Kak BUAST IOHbIE ¢oTorpadsl, 0 4em
AymaroT, 3a 4em HabmongaroT. [Topasvna vnx cro-
COBHOCTb 3amMeyaTb HEOObIYHOE B [M0BCEAHEBHOM.
BepositHo, Te ¢poTomMacTepa, KoTopble cerogHs

B XIOpY, 1 BbIpacTtarT n3 Takux AeTen. VIx noteH-
uman orpomeH!

MAPKO YPCO
UTANBAHCKUA dOTOrPAD
ANKOW NPUPObI

S 3aBuayio yyacTHukaMm KOHKypca. Poccurickasi
npupoaa rnogapvia MM HEBEPOSITHOE Pa3HOO-
6pa3uve croxetoB. Ho ocoboe macTepcTBo — re-
penarb 4epes3 CHUMKU SMOLNN U KY/IbTYPHbIE
0cobeHHOoCTU. Ecnn aBTOpy 9TO yAaeTtcs, TO ero
paboTa BbIXOAUT 3@ paMKiu MOBCEHEBHOCTU

W npeBpaLLaeTcsi B UCKYCCTBO.

KONTANTIN LEIFER
CHAIRMAN OF THE JURY

“Some photographers are inspired by what

they see in the here and now others duplicate

the old photographs by Prokudin-Gorsky. The
Live Archive category allows you to see how

our country has changed. Interestingly in this
pursuit of time photographers can even use some
older photographic techniques than those used
originally! There are no limits to skill and the
competition proves it well.”

VLADIMIR MASHKOV
ART DIRECTOR OF OLEG TABAKOV THEATRE

Emotions from what you see make you glow with
admiration and fall in love with the place you live.
Take a simple shot, the wings of thorn butterflies.
When | look at it, | recall the pictures from my
early years in Novokuznetsk and all these roads
studded with butterfiies! An image from my
childhood came to life. It’s astonishing!

NATALIA GRIGORIEVA-LITVINSKAYA
FOUNDER AND CURATOR
OF THE LUMIERE BROTHERS GALLERY

The World of People category in the children’s
competition impressed me most. | was surprised
by how young photographers see things, what
they think, what they watch. | was struck by
their ability to notice the unusual in everyday
life. Probably those photographers who are on
the jury today grow out of such children. Their
potential is huge!

MARCO URSO
ITALIAN WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER

I envy the contest participants. Russian nature
has given them an incredible variety of stories
and subjects. One special skill is to convey
emotions and culture pattern through the
photographs. If the author succeeds, then his
work goes beyond the boundaries of everyday life
and turns into art.



Jury of the 7th The Most Beautiful Country photo
contest of the Russian Geographical Society

MUBAH BAIrHEP
KOCMOHABT «POCKOCMOCA»

S qacto ¢poTorpacupyro Poccuio ¢ opbutel, Aaxe
nbiTaacs CHATb poaHou Cesep. Y mHe 3T0 yaa-
J10Cb, MycTb U He cpaly. Ho Ha KOHKypce 51 yBU-
Z€J1 MHOIO HOBbIX U YAWBUTE/IbHbIX MECT, KOTO-
pble He paccMoTpeTb 13 kocmoca. Hacrosiiyro
ropAocCTb S UCMbITas, KOrga OLeHUBas CHUMKU

B HOMuHauumsix «llevizax» n «ApT-¢oTo».

CEPIrE/ rAPMALL
AKTEP TEATPA N KMHO, PEXXMCCEP

Korna paccmaTtpuBaelilb Kpbliibsi 6ab604ku nam
naHuvpb MOPCKOro exa, X04eTcsi BepUTb, 4TO
3Ty PaHTacTUHECKy0 CUMMETPUIO co3aana He
9BOJIIOUMSI, @ Hekasl BbicLuasi cuna. Ho koraa
Habnogaelb 3Ty rapMOHUIO B AEACTBUN — XOPO-
BOZ OJIEHEVi W KUTOB, — B 9TO BbICLLUEE XOYETCS
BepuTk eLle bonblue. Ha koHKypce bl paboTsl,
KOTOpbIe TPyAHO Ha3BaTb ¢poTorpadueii. OHn
60/1bLLIE TOXOXM Ha XUBOIMUCH.

BUKTOP TAXT
NPEACELOATEJ b COKO3A ®OTOIMPA®OB
ANKOW NPUPObI

lNobena B KOHKYpPCE — 3TO OT4YACTU JIOTEPES].
MoxHO criopuTb, Tak 3TO UM HET, HO OCTaBaThbCsl
0OBLEKTMBHBIM [PY OLIEHKE CHUMKOB O4€Hb CJI0X-
HO. ABTOPbI HEKOTOPbIX PAOOT MPbLIFHY/IN HE Ha
OfHY, & Ha [Be-TPW r0JI0Bbl BbILLIE OCTasIbHbIX.

oununn pocC
®PAHLLY3CKUIA KNHOOTMEPATOP,
NMPOAIOCEP

doTorpapam yaanocb HEBO3MOXHOE — Hepe3
paboTbl nepenatb CBOU OLLYyLEHVs. S He pa3
6biBan B Poccuu, n, 6yayy4n B XIOpU KOHKYPCa,
oTMeYas1 3HakoMble MecTa, paaoBasics v J1lobo-
Basics. XKanero, 4To noka He aobpasics o Yykor-
kn. Ob6si3aTesnibHO npueay Tyaa, 4Tobbl yBUAETh
BCE CBOMMMU rnia3amu.

IVAN VAGNER
ROSCOSMOS COSMONAUT

| often photograph Russia from the orbit, and

| even tried to take pictures of my native North.

I finally managed to do this, although it did

take a while. But | saw many new and amazing
places at the competition that cannot be

seen from space. | felt especially proud when
evaluating pictures in the Landscape and Fine-Art
Photography categories.

SERGEY GARMASH
THEATRE AND FILM ACTOR, DIRECTOR

When you look at the wings of a butterfly or the
shell of a sea urchin, you want to believe that this
fantastic symmetry was created by some higher
power, rather than by evolution. But when you
observe this harmony in action, a round dance of
deer or whales, you want to believe in this higher
reason even more. The competition included
works that could hardly be called photography.
They are more like painting.

VICTOR TYAKHT
CHAIRMAN OF THE UNION OF WILDLIFE
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Winning a competition is partly a lottery. One
can argue whether this is so or not, but it is very
difficult to keep an open mind when evaluating
images. The authors of some works have
surpassed the others by a substantial margin.

PHILIPPE ROS
FRENCH CINEMATOGRAPHER,
PRODUCER

The photographers have succeeded in the
impossible, as they managed to convey feelings
through their works. | have been to Russia

more than once and, being on the jury, | would
recognise the familiar places, enjoy and delight in
them. | regret not having made it to Chukotka as
yet. | will definitely come there to see everything
for myself.




HomMmuHaunun KoHKypca

Aunkue XUBOTHbIE

Poccuda ¢ BbICOThI
NnTUYbEro noJsera

Marua sBoabl

3Tn 3ab6aBHbIE
XXUBOTHbIE

Competition categories

Landscape

Wild animals

Russia from a bird’s

eye view

Magicof water

Those funny animals

11

23

35

47

59



HomMunHauum KoHKypca

UckyccTBO AnkKom

npupoabl (apT-¢$poTo)

Muoronukaa Poccua

doTonpoekT

CHaTo Ha cmapTPOH

Xuson apxus

Competition categories

Art of wildlife
(fine-art photography)

Many faces of Russia

Photo project

Taken on

a smartphone

Live archive

71

83

95

143

155



HomMmunHauum KoHKypca

Camas KpacuBas cTpaHa rnasamu aeTten

Competition categories

The Most Beautiful Country Through the Eyes of Children

Menszax

Mup XXUBOTHbIX

Mup niopein

Makpomup

Landscape

Animal world

World of people

Macroworld

177

182

183

198



HomMunHauum KoHKypca

CneumnanbHble Npu3bl

Special prizes

Poccusa B nmuyax
cTapLiero nokosneHus

3anosegHaqa Poccusa

Mpu3 3puTenbCKUx
cuMnaTumn

Competition categories

Elderly people’s faces
of Russia 207

Wildlife Russia 211

People’s choice award 212



NMEN3AX

B noroHe 3a apdpekTHbIMM KagpamMmu
doTorpadbl npeoaosieBaloT MHOro4yacoBblie
noabeMbl Ha Kanbaepbl APEBHUX BYNKAHOB

N NyCKaloTCA B NjlaBaHUe CKBO3b LUTOPMBbI.
Ho nHorpa pocrtato4HO NpPoOCTO BbIOpaTh
yaAa4yHOe MEeCTO HeaJaneko OoT CBOEro poaoHoro
ropopa.




LANDSCAPE

In pursuit of spectacular moments,
photographers go for hours-long climbs

to the calderas of old volcanoes and set sail
through the storms. Sometimes, however, they
just have to choose a good shooting place

not far from their hometown.
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«BbawHn n ropbl»

AsTtop: 3ayp lNnmneB

MecTto cbemkun: Pecnybnuka NHrywetus,
OalleHHbI KOMMIeKC dp3u

Bonblue Bcero cpenHeBekoBbIX OalleH Ha KaB-
kaze — B WHryweTtum, 3a 4tOo pecnybnmky
npo3Bann «CTpaHon OaweH». B komnnekce
9p3un nx uenbix 57. B nepeBoge C WMHIyLICKO-
ro «ap3un» — «open». CornacHo nereHne, ayn
OCHOBa/M Ha MecTe, rae Koraa-To obHapyXxXmnm
OpP/AIMHOE THE340 C MTEHLAMMU, — HaxoAKy CO-
ynan gobpbIM NPea3HAMEHOBAHMEM.

Towers and mountains

Photo by: Zaur Pliyev

Location: Erzi tower complex, Republic
of Ingushetia

Most of the medieval towers in the Caucasus
are in Ingushetia, for which the republic was
nicknamed The Country of Towers. There are
as many as 57 of them in the Erzi complex.
Translatede from the Ingush, “erzi” means “ea-
gle”. According to legend, the settlement was
founded on the place where an eagle’s nest
with chicks was once found, as the find was
considered a good omen.



«BonweOHbIVi TyMmaH»

AsTop: IOpunn CMuUTIOK

MecTto cbemku: MNMpumMopcknii Kpam, ropon,
BnagusocTtok

B anpene—-uioHe BO BnaanBocTok ¢ Mopsa npu-
XOOAT HMU3KME M MJIOTHblE TyMaHbl. ABTOP ¢$oO-
Torpadun TWaTeNbHO CPEXNCCUPOBAST CbEMKY:
noxaancs npuonmxeHns TymaHa n oTnpaBui-
cs Ha conky Monoa, O0TKyAa OTKpbIBAeTCH BUL,
Ha ropog ” BaHTOBbIM MOCT Ha OCTpoB Pyc-
ckun. KaxeTcs, 4TO MOCT napwuT Hag, ropoaom,
HO B AENCTBUTENbHOCTM MeXAy HUM U AOMamMu
OKOJ10 CEMU KMIIOMETPOB.

Magic fog

Photo by: Yuri Smityuk

Location: Vladivostok, Primorye Territory

In April through June, low and dense fogs come
to Vladivostok from the sea. The author careful-
ly orchestrated the shooting: he waited for the
approach of the fog and went to the Popov Hill,
from where a view of the city and the cable-
stayed bridge to the Russky Island opens up.
It seems that the bridge hovers over the city,
but in reality there are about seven kilometres
between it and the houses.

MEN3AX
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«3a0poLleHHbIi MaaK AHUBA
B TYMaHe»

AsTop: AnekcaHap Ycuk

MecTo cbemku: CaxanmHckasa o6nactb, AHUBCKUA
3anvB

MocTpoeHHbIi 82 roga Hasad, Mocne pPyccKo-
AMNOHCKOWM BOWHbI, Masik AHMBa Obln 4yJOM WH-
>XEHEPHOM MbIC/IM CBOEro BPEMEHW: ero MakeT
npenogHecnn nMnepaTopy XMpoxmTo Kak CUM-
BOJ1 NPeodonieHns TPYAHOCTEN CTPOUTENbCTBRA.
B 2006 rogy mask norac, n cemyac Ha OeBsATr
aTaxax ero paspyluaroLlencs dalluHn pasmecTu-
JINCb THE3O0BbSA Yaek, KOTOPbIX TO U Oeno oTny-
rmBaloT TYPUCTHI.

Abandoned Aniva lighthouse
in the fog

Photo by: Alexander Usik

Location: Aniva Bay, Sakhalin Region

Built 82 years ago after the Russo-Japanese
War, the Aniva lighthouse was an engineering
marvel of its time: its model was presented
to Emperor Hirohito as a symbol of overcom-
ing the difficulties of construction. In 2006, the
lighthouse went out, and now there are nesting
gulls on the nine floors of its crumbling tower
that are scared away by tourists now and then.



«3BepxxeHune!»

Astop: EBreHnsa YepeHraeBa

MecTo cbemkun: Kamuarckumin Kpanm, noayoCcTpoOB
Kamuartka

Hencteytowmin BynkaH Kniouesckasa Conka 6ec-
MOKOWUT MECTHbIX XWUTENen COTHK NneT. PaHblue
OHW cUMTanu ero obuTenbo MepTBbIX, COrpe-
BalOLWMX OrHem cBowu opTbl. CerogHsa psaom
C HMM — Kamuyarckas ByJsKaHONnornyeckas
ctaHums. OTcoga un caoenana dotorpadumio
aBTop. Jonras BblAepxKa «HapucoBana» Tpa-
EeKTOpuUn 3Be3a, a OTCBET M3BEPXEHUS 03apun
MOPLLUMHbI NOTYXLIEro ByJkaHa No COCEACTRY.

Eruption!

Photo by: Evgenia Cherentayeva

Location: Kamchatka Peninsula, Kamchatka
Territory

The active Klyuchevskaya Sopka volcano has
been troubling the locals for hundreds of years.
Previously, they considered it to be the abode
of the dead, warming their yurts with fire. Today,
the Kamchatka volcanological station is next
to it. That is where the author took her picture
from. The long exposure has “drawn” the star
trajectories, and the reflection of the eruption
has illuminated the wrinkles of the neighbour-
ing extinct volcano.

MEN3AX
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«Korpa pasBeeTcsl TyMaH...»

AsTtop: Uropb Yybapos

MecTto cbemkn: MypmaHckas obnacte, ropa
[MoasyariBeHy

["opa lNoagdyariBeHY nonynspHa cpean xmtenen
MoHueropcka v TypmcToB: OTCIOAA OTKPbIBAIOT-
CS1 XXMBOMUCHbIE BUAbBI HA ropoa 1 o3epa MimaH-
apa n Jlymbonka. OceHHMe TymaHbl Hag, HUMWN
KpacuBbl M ONACHbI: MHOTAA HUYEro He BMOHO
Ha paccTosHuK Tpex waroB. Cuctema onose-
WEHNS B ropoae MNpu3biBaeT XUTenen ObiTb
OCTOpPOXHEe, a aBTOMOOUANCTOB HE CaauUTbCS
3a pysib.

When the fog clears...

Photo by: Igor Chubarov

Location: Poazuaivench Mountain, Murmansk
Region

Mount Poazuayvench is popular among resi-
dents of Monchegorsk and tourists, as pictur-
esque views of the city and lakes Imandra and
Lumbolka open up from here. The autumn fogs
above the lakes are beautiful but dangerous:
sometimes nothing is seen at a distance of just
two metres. The town’s warning system urges
residents to be more careful, and avoid driving.



