


W MHe CHMAOCH, KaK MeHsT AIOOUAU,
Y Hu B yeM MHe He ObIAO OTKa3a,
[peGHeM 30A0TBIM 4eCaAn KOCHI,
Ha cepeOpsiHbIX caHKAX BO3UAUN
W unTaAM 13 TAUHCTBEHHON KHUTL
CaoBa, Kakue s 3a0bIAA...
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[TroaoOT

31/1Ma BbIAAAACh MOPO3HOU, M OTell AAEKCAHAD,
coOMpasiChb K BBIXOAY, IIPUBBIYHO HAKWHYA Ha
TOAOBY OOABIIION ITyXOBBIN NAATOK, BHIAQHHBIN eMy
CYTIPYTOM, YAOKMA ero KOHIIBI Ha TPYAU KpeCT-Ha-
KPeCT M 3aBsizaa Ha crmHe. [loBepx maaTka oH Ha-
ACA KOPOTKUM TOAYNTYOOK, a Ha TOAOBY — CTaphIll
Tpeyx. baTiomika ObIA «B IMITATCKOM» — I10 HbIHEII-
HUM BpPeMe€HaM TaK OHO CIIOKOUHee. OH TOABKO YTO
COBEPIIMA COOOPOBAHUE yMUpAIOlIell, 1 ceilvac ee
BHYYKa BbIHECAQ CKPOMHYIO ACTY 32 TPYAbL — He-
MHOTO AeHeT 1 OOABIION MUPOT C KallyCTOM, 3aBep-
HyTBHIN B TpANUIly. baTiolKa ¢ TOKAOHOM MIPUHSIA U
YIPATaA TIMPOT B KOTOMKY, TA€ yKe A€KAAU, aKKy-
PaTHO CKaTaHHBIE, €TO LEPKOBHBIE OACKABL. BEIIAS
Ha ACCTHMUILY, OH C TPYAOM YACPIKAACS, UTOOBI TyT SKe
HE OTAOMUTH OT TEIAOTO ellle MUPOTa MOPSAOYHBIN
KYCOK, HO YKOPHA ce0sl 3a UpeBOYroAue U OOApPOR
PBICBIO TIOOE’KaA AOMOW — ABbIXaHME BLIPBIBAAOCH
00AaUKOM CepeOpUCTOro mapa, a 6opoaa C ycamu
TYT JKe 3aMHACBEAN.

Bryuka BepHyAach K ymupatolleil 6abke 1 Mpu-
CeAd PsIAOM C KPOBATbIO, YCTAAO CAOKUB PyKU. Mo-
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Ty9uil OPTaHN3M ATPUNNUHEL MUXaNAOBHEL HUKAK
He JKeAdA TIOAAABAThCSI CMEPTH, a BeAb el ObI1A0 Oe3
MAaAOTO AEBAHOCTO Tpu roAa! KareHbka B3AOXHYyAQ
11 TIOKOCMAACh Ha BEAUYECTBEHHO BO3ACXKAIIIYIO CTa-
PYXYy — AaKe M3 CKOpPOHOTO Tpolecca yMUPAHUS
Ta yXUTPUAACh YCTPOUTb TOP’KECTBEHHOE ACHCTBO.
KaTeHbKa BCIO XM3Hb CAeTKa MOOAMBAAACh ATPUII-
MHYy MUXalAOBHY, Ad U HEYAUBUTEABHO: YMHas 1
OCTpast Ha sI3bIK 0a0yIIKa K TOMY >Ke 00AaAaAa Tau-
HBIM AdPOM SICHOBUAEHUsI 1 TIPOPULIAHMSA, KOTOPBIN
BeCbMa OCAOXHSA JKU3Hb ceMbu. [loGauBaaach He
OHa OAHA — COOCTBEHHBIN CyIPyT ATpUNINHLL M-
XalAOBHBI MHOW Pa3 B CEPALAX OO3bIBAA CBOIO BTO-
PYIO TIOAOBUHY «WUPOAOM ATPHIIION», TIPaBAA YAA-
AMBIINCH HA O€30IIACHOE PACCTOSIHME U IIETIOTOM,
XOTs1, COOCTBEHHO, UMIIEPAaTOp ATpUIINA B OTAUYME
OT CBOETO AcAa Vpoaa Beankoro HUKakuMM 0CcoOeH-
HbIMU 3A0AESHIAMI HE TIPOCAABUACH.

OT OOABIIION HEKOTAA CEMbU HBIHE OCTAAACh OAHA
Katenbka — EkarepuHa AeOHTbeBHA, yPOXKACHHAs
AHpaKCI/IHa, T10 TIEPBOMY MYXKY rOZ\yTBI/IHa7 a I1O BTO-
poMmy — CMUPHOBA, Ad €€ AeTH — OamsHelbl Oas
n Cepeka, KOTOPBIM COBCEM HEAABHO MCIIOAHUAOCDH
ACBATH AeT. KaTeHbKa TIpMHAAACKAAA K CAMOM 3aXYy-
AAAOM BETBM HEKOTAQ MOTY4ero poAa AIPAaKCHUHBIX,
YXOAMBIIIETO CBOMMM KOPHSMU B TAyOb BEKOB: OAUH
13 ANpakCUHBIX OblA OpaTtoM mapuikl Mapdsl, cy-
npyru uaps ®eaopa AaekceeBruda, APyront — an-
TeAb-aADBIOTaHTOM AAeKcaHApa I. OT Oblaoro Bean-



sl He OCTAAOCh HUYETOo, KpoMe CI)aMI/IAI/H/I, Ad 1 Ta
PacTBOPUAACh B PEBOAIOIIMOHHOM ABIMY: Ha3bIBaThb-
cs1 CMUPHOBBIMU TeTIEph OBIAO TOPa3A0 Oe30TacHee.
Mysx Karenbku, Baaentun [eopruesuu CMUPHOB, B
9TO BPeMs1 HAXOAUACSI OKOAO KOAOHHOTO 3aAad B Olle-
TIACHUM KaK YACH HAPOAHOU APY>KUHBL: HECMOTPSI Ha
CTPALIHbBI MOPO3, HAPOA YK€ TPETUN A€Hb TOAITMA-
¢l B OECKOHEYHBIX OYEPEASiX, YTOOBI IIPOCTUTHCA C
BEAVKMM BOXKAEM IIPOAETAPUATA.

Bosppamatommiicsa AOMON 0TIl AACKCAaHADP TOPO-
TIAUBO TIPOIIIeA MUMO XBOCTA OU€PEAU, HO HA YTAY
ero OCTAaHOBUAQ COrOeHHas CTapyLIKa:

— Muaarti, 3a YeM HapOA-TO CTOUT?

— C AeHMHBIM HPOCTUTHCS XOTAT.

— A oH 4ro, ymep?!

— Aa, CKOHYAACSI TPETBETO AHSL.

Crapy1ika OXHyAa:

— Mapyu mam ymep! Kak ke mbl Temepb Oe3
Hero? [loilay, moraady. DX, TAKOW YEAOBEK U yMU-
paeT, a Hy’KeH-TO KaK...

CBSIIEHHUK [1OKa4dA TOAOBON, B3AOXHYA U IIO-
6eskaa Aaablie. [Toka otell AaeKCaHAp pa3roBapuBaA
CO cTapymkoil, Baaentun CMUPHOB CMEHUACS U TI0-
IIeA B CAY>KeOHOE TIOMeIeHNe, HAAMA ceOe KUILATKA
B KPY’KKY U, IPesl pyKU 00 ee JKeCTsHble O0Ka, 3aAy-
MaACs IIPUMEPHO O TOM JKe: «1To Ke Terepb OyAeT?»
[ToToM OH OOPAaTUACS K AOMAITHUM AeAaM: «Kak Tam
6abka? Kak Karenbka?» Ilpu MbIcAM O KeHe AWIIO
BaaenTuna cpasy npuoOpeA0 MAIKOe U AQKE HeX-
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HOe, 0OBIYHO He CBOMCTBEHHOE €My BhIPasKeHMe: OHU
OBIAM JKEHATDbl ysKe IIeCTb ACT, HO BaAeHTUH AO CUX
TIOp He BEPUA CBOEMY CYACTbIO. KaK 3TO CAYyIMAOCD,
YTO TOHKasl, U3ALIHAA, BO3BbIIIeHHasd KareHbka co-
TAACHAACh BBITH 3aMy’K 32 TaKOTO HEBEXKY U IIPO-
CTaka, Kak omH?!

Ha camom aAeae m KaTeHbka He Oblad TaKOM Y>K
BO3BBIIICHHON, 1 BaaeHTMH — TIPOCTBIM 1 HeBe-
sKeCTBeHHbIM. OOpa3oBaHUs ¥ HETO ACMCTBUTEABHO
ObIAO MAAOBATO, HO BCE UCKYIAAOCh OCTPBIM U LIETI-
KM YMOM M CACP’KaHHOM, HO MOITHOY BHYTpeHHeN
CUAOM, TIO3BOAUBIIIE €My BBIKUTb BO BCEX IIEPUIIe-
TUSIX PEBOAIOLIMM M TPa’KAAHCKOM BOWHBL Cenvac
oH paboTaa Ha 3aBoAe AMO, KOTOpOMy TOA HazaA
TIPUCBOMAY TOPAOE MMsI AMACPA UTAABSHCKUAX KOM-
MyHUCTOB Deppepo. BaaeHTUH C I0HBIX AT 000XKAA
BCSAKNE TeXHUYECKHe MTYKU U AaKe CaM COOPaA MO-
TOLIMKA, Ha KOTOPOM IIOPOY KaTaA IO ABOPY OAM3-
HELIOB: AeTell KaTeHbKN OH Cpa3y YCHIHOBUA, AAB UM
CBOE OTYeCTBO.

Xots Karenbka AeICTBUTEABHO OBlAA JKEHITMHON
U3SITHON W TOHKOMW, HO MIPAKTUYHOCTH el OblAO He
3aHUMATb. [1epBbIil pa3 OHA BBHINIAA 3aMY>K CEMHAA-
LT AT OT POAY — €€ TOpSI0 AI0OMMBI CallleHb-
Ka [oayTBUH mOrm6 B MEPBLIN TOA BOVHBI, AKE He
YCIIEB TIOAYIUTb U3BECTHE O OEPEMEHHOCTU SKEHBL.
Kars y3Haaa o ero rubeam Toapko B 1917 roay ot
3aeXaBIIIeTO K HeMl COAAATA, AesKaBIIero BmecTe ¢ Ca-
IIeHbKON B Aa3zapeTe. DTUM COAAATOM U Obla Baaen-



TH CMmupHOB. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO PEBOAIOLIMOH-
HOe BpeMsl He CAUIIIKOM CIIOCOOCTBOBAAO AIOOOBHBIM
YCTPEMACHIISIM, OH LICABIN TOA OOX2KMBAA TIOPA3UB-
LIyI0 ero B camoe cepalle KareHbKy M HaKOHELl AO-
6uacst cBoero. KoneuHo, o6xakuBaa He OyKBaAbHO
LICABIN TOA! 3@ 9TO BpeMsl OHU U BUACAUCH-TO BCETO
pas mATh, a Ha ecToi KaTeHbKa IPUHSAA ero TIPeA-
AOSKCHHUE.

Karsa oOaapara COBEPILIEHHO 3aMe4vaTeAbHbIM
CBOWICTBOM, KOTOPO€ €CTb y BCEX IIEHKOB WA KO-
TAT: YMEHME TIPUCTIOCOOUTHCS K OOCTOATEABCTBAM
1 AoAsM. OCOOeHHO K TeM, KOTOpble Tebst TIOAAEP-
JKUBAIOT 1 OMeKaloT. Konevno, psgaoM ¢ BaaenTu-
HOM BBDKUBATb TOPa3A0 Aerde! M ueaoBeK OH XOpo-
11 — BePHBIN, HAACSKHBIN. Bripouem, Karenbka He
0COOEHHO 3aAyMbIBAAACh 000 BCEM 3TOM, a IIPOCTO
JKMAQ KaK JKUBETCS: He OTASIABIBAAACH Ha ITPOIIAOE,
HE 33AyMBIBAAACH O OyAyllleM — OyAeT A€Hb, OyAeT 1
numa. Tam, Tae Apyrast IPUHAAACh Obl PbIAATD U 3a-
AaMBbIBaTh pyKH, KaTeHbKa IPOCTO NMPUHUMAAACH 32
riepBoe ke HacylHoe Aero. OHa Olly1iaAa IIponcxo-
Adlllee KaK Hen30eXKHOCTb U Ka’KABINL AeHb OAaroAa-
puaa bora 3a Bce, 4TO OH B CBO€I BEAUKOM MUAOCTU
el A2eT, AKe 3a WCTILITAHVS 1 TIOTePU. 3HAYUT, TaK
HaA0. Temiepdb el IIPEACTOSIAO TIEPESKUTDh OUePEAHYIO
noTepio, 1 KaTeHbKa HEBOABHO OOAYMBIBAAQ IIPEA-
cTosiime XAonoTol: «Hysken rpo6... O6 oTnesaHumn
C OTHOM AAEKCAHAPOM YyKe AOTOBOPUAAChH... Aa,
ellie K TIOMUHKU IIPUACTCsL YyCTpouTh! XoTs OBl coce-
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AEM TI03BaTh... MecTo Ha KAAAOUIIe eCTh, HO KaK JKe
SIMy-TO KOIaTb B TaKOW MOPO3? 3eMasl OKaMeHeAa!
HapepHsiKa MOTMABIIMKA 3aIllpOCSAT BTPUAOPOTA...»
Bapyr ArpunmnnHa MuxaiAoBHA 3allleBEAMAACH U, C
TPYAOM TIOBEPHYB TOAOBY, IIPOXPUIICAA:

— Kartst, Thl 3aeCh?

— 3Aech 51, 6abymika, paaoM. Boamukn Aath?

— AeTeil... IO30BU... [IpocTuThCs... HAAO...

KareHnbka BbIIIAQ U ITPUBEAA OAN3HEII0B, KOTOPble
UCIIyTaHHO CMOTPEAM Ha CTApyXy U He XOTeAU IpU-
OAMDKATBCSL.

— lloaotiauTe, Hy YTO JKe Bbl! — IIIETIOTOM Be-
A€Ad UM MaThb U TIOATOAKHYAA K KPOBAaTH.

B3aBIINCE 33 PYKM, ACTU TIOAOIIAM ITOOAVIKE.
Kars momnpaBuaa 6abKe TIOAYIIKY, YTOOBI Ta CMOTAA
TIPUIIOAHATBCSL. HekoTopoe Bpems ArpunmuHa Mu-
XaMAOBHA MOAYA paccMaTpubara AeTeil. KaTst Toske
UX OTASACAQ, HEKHO YABIOHYBIINCH: «[OpommHKy
Mou! OAMHAKOBBIE, KaK U3 OAHOTO CTpydkal!» Aetu
ACTICTBUTEABHO OBIAMI OY€Hb IIOXOXKU: POCABIE, Oe-
AOKYpble, C SIPKUMU TOAYyOBIMM TAazaMu. bansHerbt
SIBHO TIOIIAU B 0T11a — AaekcaHapa [oayTsuna. Cama
Karenbka Oblaa TEMHOBOAOCAsI U CEPOTAA3asi, OU€Hb
XopomeHbkas 1 I0Hast C BUAY, HECMOTP:A HAa TO YTO
yKe TIPUOAIKAAACh K TPUALIATU TOAAM.

BApyr cTapyxa NpoTsHyAa PyKy U yXBaTHAa 3a
naedo Oalo, KOTOpast CTOsIAA K Hel Oarrke. AeBOd-
Ka B3APOTHYAA U IIOTIBITAAACH BBIPBATHCA, HO OaOKa
A€PrKaAa HEOKMAGHHO KPEITKO.



— He nmpotmsbcs... Tak Hapo... — mpocumeaa
OHA U 3aKpPbIAA TAA3a.

Kats oOHsAa IPWKABIIMXCA APYT K APYTY A€Teil
3a TIA€YM U BHE3AIIHO ONIyTHAA, KaK CKBO3b Hee IIPo-
A2 TerAast BOAHA, IIOXOKe, UYTO ATH IO4yBCTBO-
BAAW 9TO €IlI€ CUAbHEE, IIOTOMY UTO 3aAPOKaAU 1
BCKPUKHYAU. Ho Bce TyT Ke 1 3aKOHUMAOCD, CTapy-
xa oTrycTraa OAI0 U OTKUHYAACh Ha IOAYIIKY. OHa
Oblaa 6e3 CO3HAHWS, HO €l11e ABIIIAAA. DAM3HeIIbI, TaK
1 ACPIKACh 332 PYKH, U3YMACHHO CMOTPEAN HA MaTb.
OHm Kak-To M3MEHUANCDH, XOTsA B 4YeM COCTOAAO 3TO
nsmeHenune, Kara He cmoraa Obl onpeaeantsb. Ka-
33aA0Ch, B ACTSX ellle IPUOaBUAOCH SIPKOCTU: IIEKU
TOpeAM, TAa3a IPOCTO CUSAN... KaTeHbKa A2Ke OTAsI-
HYAACb Ha OKHO, 3d KOTOPbIM IIO-TIPEXXKHEMY HE OBIAO
HUYero, KpoMe 6eAecoil MOPO3HOM MIAbL, a el ObIAO
TIOKA33aA0Ch, ITO Ha AETEM yIaA Ayd COAHUA!

— YTo cayamaoch, aetn? — cripocuaa Kars. —
TO BbI IOYYBCTBOBAAN?

— O-o0! — Bockauknyaa Oasd. — 9710 uyao! Aa,
Oparen?

Cepesxa, BBITASIACBIINI TOPa3A0 O0Aee TIOTPsCeH-
HBIM, TOABKO KUBHYA.

— Aa uto Taroe?!

— Mamouka, Tbl He TIONMEIIb!

11 6An3HeLbI, IEPETASIHYBIINCD, YOexKaau, a KaTs
BAPYT IOHSIAQ, YTO CAYYMAOCH: 06a0Ka, yMUPasl, 0Ad-
pyAa TIPaBHYKOB CBOe#l cuaoil! DTo TallHoe cemeil-
HOE yMeHUe uallle [1€PeAaBaAOCh 4Yepe3 IOKOAeHUE,
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Ho Karenbka, Ha KoTOpylo 6abKa Bo3aaraaa OOAbIINE
HAAEKADL, OK433AaCh COBEPIIeHHO Ge3aapHou. bans-
HEIIbl TIPOABUAU Ce0s ellle B MAJAEHYECTBe, TaK 4TO
TETIepb, TIOCAE CAYUMBIIETOCS, CACAOBAAO OKMAATh
OT HUX 4ero-TO 1 BOBCe He OObIKHOBeHHOTO. V1 KaTs
CKazaaa ceOe, YTO HEIIPeMEeHHO HAAO OODBSACHUTD Ae-
TAM, HACKOABKO BaKHO AEPKaThb 3TOT AAp BTalHE.
Ho 6amsHens u 6e3 ee HACTABACHUM IIPEKPACHO 3TO
MOHMUMAAU, TIOTOMY YTO AABHO 3HAAU: OHU He TaKUE,
Kak Bce. babymika ArpumnmnuHa, moka eile Oblaa B
CMAAX, TIOTUXOHBKY OOBSCHIAA ACTSM, UTO K UeMy,
1 K AeBSITH ToaaM OAsl ysKe XOPOIIO raAaaa M Ha
KOeIHOII Tyllle, 1 Ha KapTaX, U Ha AEPEBSHHOM
BOAYKE — 3TO OHa IpmAymaara cama. Cepeska ObIa
mocAaabee, HO celTdac, KOTAA K MX COOCTBEHHO CUAE
npubaBuaack 0aOyIIKMHA, CTaA 4yBCTBOBATH CeOs
TOPa3A0 YBEPEHHEE.

Bpart ¢ cecTpoil ObIAM OYeHb OAU3KM, HACTOABKO
XOPOILIO YyBCTBYsL ADYT APYTa, YTO MOTAU OOLIAThCHA,
AQKE He TIpUOErast K CAOBAM — B3TAsIAQ OBIBAAO AO-
cTato4HO. OHU CAOBHO >KUAM B CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM
MUpe, TIPU3HAaBas OKPY>KAIOIINUX B TON CTEIeHU, B
KaKOI1 OHM MOTAM OBITb UM II0A€3HBL. Bripodem, MaTh
OHU AIOOMAM COBEPIIEHHO MCKPEHHE M O€CKOPBICT-
HO, TIpaBAd, OTHOCHMAUCH K HEHM CKOpee KaK K MAJA-
IIell CecTpe MAM ToApyre. llepeA TpOCTOAYHMIHBIMMI
B3POCABIMI OAM3HEIbI IIPUBLIMHO U CHUCXOAUTEAB-
HO TIPMHMMAAY HEBUHHBIN ACTCKUI BUA, XOTs1 OBIAU
TIpOHULIATEeAbHEEe OOABIIMHCTBA U3 HUX: BOIIPEKU I10-



CAOBUIIE, HI OAHA Ty>Kasl AyIlla HUKOTAQ He CKPBIBA-
AaCh OT HUX B MOTeMKaX. BOT 1 celiyac OHU IIepBble
TIO4yBCTBOBAAM CMePTh 0A0KM, CAOBHO OHa ellle pa3
KOCHYAACh MX CBO€Il XOAOAHOW PyKOil. bansnelint
IIPOCYHYAUCH B IIIEAKY IIPUOTKPHITON ABEPU — Marh,
3aAYMABIIINCh, PACCESTHHO TASIACAA B TIPOCTPAHCTBO.

— Mamouka, — Tuxo ckazara Oas. — ITocmo-
Tpu Ha 0abymKy. MHe KaXKeTcs, OHa HE ADILIUT.

Karsi mocMoTpeaa, MOTOM MOLIyIdAd IIyAbC —
HU4ero. Aa, CKOHYaAach ArpunnuHa MuxailaoBHa,
napctsue el HeOecHoe! V1 KaTeHbka, B3AOXHYB, I1e-
PEeKpecTrAaCh Ha BUCEBIIYIO B KPACHOM YTAY UKOHY
Cnaca HepykotsopHoro:

— Ilomsanu, [ocrioan boske Halll, B Bepe 1 HAACK-
A€ JKMBOTA BEYHOTO IIpecTaBuBIIytocs paldy TBoro
Arpunmnuny, siko baar n Yeaosekoato6el, 1 IIpOCTU
BCE BOABHBIE €€ COTPElIeHNs] U HEBOABHBIE. ..
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