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SHOULD WE SAY WHAT WE
THINK, OR THINK WHAT WE
SAY?

[fod] [wi:] [se1] [wot] [wi:] [O1nk], [0:] [O1nk] [wot] [wi:] [sei]
Jerome K. Jerome

A mad friend of mine says
[2] [meed] [frend] [pv] [main] [sez]

that the main word of the age is Make-Believe.
[0zet] [09] [mein] [w3:d] [ov] [0i] [e1d3] [1Z] ['meikbi li:v].

He claims that all social
[hi:] [klermz] [Oeet] [o:] ['seufal]

intercourse is founded on make-believe.
['nto(:)kais]  [1z] [faondid] [pn] [‘'meikbili:v].

A servant enters to say
[9] ['s3:vont] ['entoz] [tu:] [se1]

that Mr. and Mrs. Bore are in the living-room.
[0zet] ['mista(r)] [end] ['misiz] [borx] [a:r] [mn] [09] [Tivin-ru:ml].

“Oh, damn!" says the man.
"lov], [deem]!" [sez] [0a] [meen].
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“Hush!" says the woman. “Shut the door, Susan.
“Thaf]!"  [sez] [0a] ['womoan]. “[fat] [03] [do:], ['su:z(o)n].

How often am I to tell you never to leave the

door open?”
[hao]| ['vf(e)n] [eem] [a1] [tu:] [tel] [ju:] ['neve] [tu:] [liv] [09]
[dor] ['oupon]?”

The man creeps upstairs on tiptoe and
[09] [meen] [kri:ps] [Ap'steaz] [pn] ['tiptov] [eend]

enters his study room.
['entoz] [hiz] ['stadi] [ru:m].

The woman tries not to show her feelings,
[09] ['Womoan] [traiz] [not] [tu:] [fou] [h3:] [filinz],

and then enters the living-room with a smile.
[eend] [0en] ['entoz] [09] [Tivin-ru:m] [wid] [9] [smail].

She looksas if an angel has arrived.
[fi:] [loks] [ez] [1f] [on] [‘eind3al] [heez] [a'raTvd].

She says how delighted she is to see the Bores—
[fi:] [sez] [hav] [drlartid] [fi] [1z] [tu:] [si:] [03] [bo:z]—

how good it was of them to come.
[hav] [god] [1t] [wpz] [pv] [em] [tu:] [kam].
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Why did they not bring more Bores with them?
[war] [did] [Oe1] [not] [brin] [mo:] [boiz] [wid] [dem]?

Where is naughty Bore junior?
[wear] [1z] ['noiti] [bo:] ['d&3u:njo]?

Why does he never come to see her now?
[war] [daz] [hi:] ['neva] [kam] [tu:] [si:] [h3:] [nav]?

She will have to be really angry with him.
[Ji:] [wil] [heev] [tu:] [bi:] ['r1ali] [‘eengri] [wid] [himl].

And sweet little Flossie Bore?
[end] [swit] [Iit]] [flosi] [bo:]?

Too young to visit friends! Nonsense.
[tu:] [jan] [tu:] ['vizit] [frendz]! ['nonsons].

The Bores, who had hoped that she was not at home—
[09] [bo:z], [hu:] [haed] [hovpt] [O=t] [fi:] [Wpz] [not] [eet] [hovm]—

who have only come because the etiquette book
[hu:] [heev] ['ounli] [kam] [brkoz] [0i] ['etiket] [bok]

told them thatthey had to come
[tould] [0em] [Oeet] [De1] [haed] [tu:] [kam]

at least four times in the season,
[eet] [lizst] [fo:] [taimz] [1n] [&9] ['sizn],
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explain how they have been trying and trying to
come.

[1ks'plemn] [haov] [Oe1] [haev] [bin] [‘tranmn] [eend] ['tramm] [tu:]
[kam].

“This afternoon," says Mrs. Bore,
“1018] ['a:fto'nu:n]," [sez] ['misiz] [ba:],

"we decided to come for sure.
“Iwi:] [dr'saidid] [tu:] [kam] [fo:] [fua].

John, dear,’ I said this morning,
'[d3pn], [d1a],' [a1] [sed] [O1s] ['mo:nin],

'l shallgo and see dear Mrs. Bounder this

afternoon,
"[a1] [feel] [gaov] [end] [si] [dia] ['misiz] [bavnda] [O1s]
['a:fto'nu:n],

no matter what happens.'”
[nov] ['meeta] [wot] [‘heponz].'"

It looks like the Prince of Wales,
[1t] [loks] [laik] [09] [prins] [vv] [wellz],

who wanted to visit the Bores,
[hu:] ['wontid] [tu:] ['vizit] [03] [boiz],
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was told that he could not come in.
[woz] [tovld] [deet] [hi] [kod] [npt] [kam] [1n].

He might call again in the evening or come some other
day.

[hi:] [mart] [ko:l] [o'gen] [mn] [8i] ['i:vnin]  [0:] [kam] [sam] ['Ad9]
[der].

That afternoon the Bores were going
[0zt] [‘a:fto'nu:n] [09] [bo:z] [w3:] ['govin]

to enjoy themselvesin their own way;

[tu:] [in'dzo1] [Oom'selvz] [in] [Oear] [oun] [wel];

they were going to see Mrs. Bounder.
[0er] [w3:] ['gourn] [tu:] [si:] ['misiz] ['bavnds].

"And how is Mr. Bounder?" asks Mrs. Bore.
"leend] [hao] [1z] ['mista(r)] ['baonda]?" [a:sks] ['misiz] [ba:].

Mrs. Bounder remains mute for a moment.

['misiz] ['bavnds] [rI'meinz] [mju:t] [fo:r] [9] ['movmant].

She can hear how he goes downstairs.
[/i;] [keen] [h1a] [hao] [hi:] [govz] [ davn'steaz].
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She hears how the front door softly opens and closes.
[fi:] [h1oz] [hav] [09] [frant] [do:] ['spftli] ['ovponz] [eend] [klovziZ].

And thusit is, not only with the Bores and Bounders,
[eend] [0as] [1t] [1z], [npt] ['oonli] [w1d] [09] [bo:z] [eend] ['bavndaz],

but even with us who are not Bores or Bounders.
[bat] ['i:von] [w1d] [As] [hu:] [a:] [not] [bo:z] [o:] ['bavndaz].

Any society is founded on the make-believe that
['eni] [so'sarati] [1z] ['faundid] [on] [09] ['meikbiliiv]  [Oeet]

everybody is charming;
['evribodi]  [1z] ['tfa:min];

that we are delighted to see everybody;
[0et] [wi] [a:] [drlartid]  [tu:] [si:] [‘evribodi];

that everybodyis delighted to see us;
[0t] [‘evribodi] [1z] [drlartid] [tu:] [si] [as];

that it is so good of everybody to come;
[0zet] [1t] [1Z] [sou] [god] [av] [‘evribodi]  [to] [kam];

that we are desolate at the thought that they really

must go now.
[0aet] [wii] [a:] ['desalnt] [eet] [0a] [Oo:t]  [Oeet] [Der] ['r1ali]
[mast] [gou] [nav].
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What will we prefer—to stop and finish our cigar or
[wot] [wil] [wi:] [pri‘f3:]—[tu:] [stop] [eend] ['fin1f] [‘ava] [sr'ga:r] [o:]

to hasteninto the living-room to hear Miss

Screecher's songs?
[tu:] ['hersn] [ntu:] [09] [Tvin-ru:m] [tu:] [h1a] [mis]
['skri:tfoz] [spnz]?

Miss Screecher does not want to sing;
[mis] ['skri:tfs] [daz] [not] [wont] [tu:] [sip];

but if we insist—We do insist.
[bat] [1f] [wi:] [1n'sist]—[wi:] [du:] [1n's1st].

Miss Screecher consents.
[muas] ['skri:tfa] [kon'sents].

We are trying not to look at one another.
[wic] [a:] ['tratm] [not] [tu:] [lok] [et] [wan] [9'nAada].

We sit and examine the ceiling.
[wi:] [s1t] [eend] [1g'zeemin] [D3] ['si:lin].

Miss Screecher finishes, and rises.
[mis] ['skri:tfa] ['finifiz], [eend] ['raiziz].

“But it was so short,"” we say.
“Ibat] [1t] [wpz] [se0] [Joit]," [wi:] [se1].
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Is Miss Screecher sure that was the end?
[1z] [mas] ['skriitfa]  [fu9] [Oeet] [wpz] [Di] [end]?

Didn't she missa verse?
[didnt] [Ji:] [mis] [9] [v3:s]?

Miss Screecher assures us that the faultis the

composer's.
[mis] ['skritfor] [d'fuaz] [as] [Oeet] [03] [failt] [12] [09]
[kom'pavzaz].

But she knows another.
[bat] [Ji:] [novz] [o'nAd3].

So our faces lighten again with gladness.
[sovu] ['ava] ['fersiz] [lartn]  [a'gen] [wid] ['gleednas].

Our host's wine is always the best we have ever

tasted.
['ava] [hovsts] [wain] [1z] ['o:lwerz] [03] [best] [wi:] [haev] ['eva]
['terstid].

No, not another glass;, we dare not—
[nou], [nvt] [o'nada] [gla:s]; [wi:] [dea] [npt]—

doctor's orders, very strict.
['doktoz] ['o:doz], ['veri] [strikt].
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Our host's cigar!
['ava] [hovsts] [s1'ga:]!

We did not know they made such cigarsin this world.
[wi:] [did] [npt] [nov] [Oe1] [merd] [satf] [sr'ga:z] [mn] [O1s] [w3:1d].

No, we really cannot smoke another.
[nov], [wi] ['r1ali] [keenot] [smouk] [o'nada].

Well, if he insists, may we put it in our pocket?
[wel], [1f] [hi:] [mn'sists], [me1] [wi:] [pot] [1t] [In] [‘ava] ['pokit] 2

The truth is, we do not like to smoke.
[09] [tru:O] [1z], [wi] [du:] [npt] [laik] [tu:] [smouK].

Our hostess's coffee! Will she tell us her secret?
['ava] ['houstisiz] ['kofi]!  [wil] [fi] [tel] [as] [h3:] ['si:krrt]?

The baby! The usual baby—we have seen it.
[03] [berbi]! [0a] [ju:zval] [berbi]—][wi:] [haev] [siin] [1t].

To be honest, we do not like babies a lot.
[tu:] [bi:] ['orast], [wi:] [du:] [not] [la1k] ['beibiz] [] [Int].

But this baby!
[bat] [O1s] ['berbi]!

It is just the kind we wanted for ourselves.
[1t] [1z] [dsAst] [09] [kaind] [wi] ['Wontid] [foir] [ava'selvz].
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Little Janet's recitation: "A Visit to the Dentist"!
['Iitl] ['dzeenats] [resr'terfon]: "[o] ['vizit] [tu:] [09] ['dentist]"!

This is genius, surely. She must train for the stage.
[015] [1Z] ['d3i:nias], [foali]. [fii] [mast] [trein] [fo:] [09] [steids].

Her mother does not like the stage.
[h3:] ['mAda] [daz] [nvt] [laik] [02] [sterd3].

But the theatre will lose such talent.
[bat] [03] [O1ata]  [wil] [lu:z] [satf] [‘teelont].

Every bride is beautiful.
['evri] [braid] [1z] ['bju:tafol].

Every bride looks charmingin a simple dress of—
['evri] [braid] [loks] ['tfa:min] [in] [9] ['stmpl] [dres] [pv]—

for further particulars see local papers.
[for] ['f3:00] [po'tikjulaz] [si:] [1evkal] ['perpaz].

Every marriage is a cause for universal rejoicing.
['evri] [‘meernds] [1z] [9] [ko:z] [fo:] [ju:nr'v3:sal] [rT'dzo1sIn].

With our wine-glassin our hand we picture the best

life for them.
[w10] ['ava] [wain-gla:s] [in] ['‘ava] [hend] [wi:] ['piktfa] [09a] [best]
[larf] [fo:] [Oem].
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How can it be otherwise?
[hav] [keen] [1t] [bi:] ['AOowalz] ?

She, the daughter of her mother. (Cheers.)
[fi:], [09] ['dotar]  [ov] [h3:] ['mada]. ([tfioz].)

He—well, we all know him. (More cheers.)
[hi:;]—][wel], [wi:] [o:]] [nev] [him]. ([mo:] [toz].)

We carry our make-believe even into our religion.
[wi:] ['keeri] ['ava] ['meikbr li:v] [i:-von] ['mtu:] ['ava] [rT'lidzen].

We sit in church, and say to the God,
[wi:] [sit] [1n] [t/3:t], [eend] [se1] [tu:] [03] [gnd],

that we are miserable worms—that thereis no good
in us.

[0zet] [wii] [a:] ['mizarabl] [w3:mz]—|daet] [dear] [1z] [nov] [gud]
[1n] [As].

It doesus no harm,
[1t] [dAz] [as] [nov] [ha:m],

we must do it anyway.
[wi:] [mast] [du:] [1t] [‘enTwer].

We make-believe that every woman is good,
[wi:] ['meikbi li:v] [0zt] ['evri] ['woman] [1z] [god],
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