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orma Mepu JlemHoKCc mnpuciagud KUThb

K nage, B MuccenbTyauT-MasHOpP, Bce
rOBOPMJIM, 4YTO OHA CaMbIii HENPUATHBIN pe-
OEHOK, KOTOPOro MM KOTAa-Ju00 MIPUXOAUJIOCH
BUJETh. JTO ObLJIa 1mpaBma. ¥ HeE OBLIO Ma-
JIEHbKOEe XyJIoe JINI0, MaJIeHbKOoe XYyJ0e TeJIo,
JKUOKNEe CBeTJIble BOJIOCHI M KMCJIO€ BBIpaKeHIe
auiia. BoJsockl y Heé ObLIm OeJOKypble, a JHIO
JKEJIToe, MTOTOMY UYTO OHa poaumgack B HWHaum
M BEUHO XBopaja TO TeM, TO JIPYI'HM.

Oremm eé cocTosdAJ Ha cJuay:kbe

Yy AHTJIMMCKOTO IIPaBUTEJIbCTBA,
Bcerga ObIBaAJI O4YEeHDL 3aHAT
1 TOKe YacTO XBOopaJi, a MaTh
eé Obljla KpacaBuila, KoTopas
Jo0maa TOJBKO OBIBATH B TIO-
CTAX ¥ BECEJUTLCA B KpPYIy
BeceJablx Jroneni. EiI BoBce He
HY:KeH OblLT pebEéHOK, H, KOr-
Ia poamyiachk Mepu, oHa mopy-
ymja YXOJI 3a Hel Ty3eMHOU
cIysKaHKe, WJIU ais, KOTOPOu
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Jajyu IIOHATh, YTO €CJU OHa JKeJaeT YIroIUTh
MeMuccucanb*, TO pPEO0EHOK He MOOJKeH IIoIla-
JmaTbcd el Ha TIJasa.

Mepu He @TOMHMJIA, YTOOBI KOrza-JmuO0 BU-
mejga OJM3KO UYTO-HUOYAb, KPOME CMYIJIOTO JIH-
IIa CBOeN aus uJAM JAPYyrux TY3€eMHBIX CJIYT;
a TaK KaK BCe OHM Bcerja IIOBUHOBAJINCHL e
M TIO3BOJIAJN €U [JejlaThb BCE II0-CBOEMY, IIOTO-
My YTO MeMMccucamd Morjga Obl paccepauThbes,
ecan ObI e€é 00eCIOKOMJ KPUK pebeHKa, TOo IIe-
cTu JeT oT poxny Mepu ObLia BeJnmUyalIIeil 3ro-
NCTKON M TUPaHKOM.

MoJsogasa TryBepHaHTKa-aHIJIMYaHKA, KOTOPYIO
B3sJ1, YTOOBI HayuuTh Mepm umTaTh W IIHMCATh,
TaK HEeB3JIOOWJIa €€, UTO uUepe3 TPU Mecslla OT-
Kasajach OT MecCTa, a KOorja SBJAJINCHL Apyrue
I'YBEePHAHTKU, TO OHU YXOAWJHN eIe uepesd 00-
Jlee KOPOTKOe BpeMs, ueMm IiepBad. M ecau ObI
Mepu camoil He 3aXOTeJOCh BBIYUUTHCA UUTATh
M Tucarb, TO OHa HUKOTJA He uMeJga OBI BO3-
MOXKHOCTH HAY4YHUThCA Oake as0yKe.

*Tak 30ByT B MHAUM 6enbix >KEHLLMH.
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B oano cTpamriHo KapkKoe yTpOo — eu Torza
OBLIIO YK€ OKOJIO JeBATH JEeT — OHa IIPOCHY-
Jach OCOOEHHO 3Jjas M Ppaso3jmjach eIle 00JIb-
e, Korja yBHUIeja, 4YTO CJOYy:KaHKa, CTOSBIIAA
BO3JIe e€é IIocTen, Obljaa He eé aio.

— 3aueM THI IpunLia? — ckKasaja OHa 4Yy-
JKOU JKeHIMUHe. — §1 He IIO3BOJIIO TebOe OCTATh-
ca tyr. Ilpummam mMHe Moo aiis!

Y KeHIIUWHBI OBLI MKCIOYraHHBIM BUJI, U OHA
npobopMoTajia, UYTO aiid He MOMKeT NIPUNTH,
a Korma Mepm mpumnmia B TaKoe HENUCTOBCTBO,
YTO CcTajla OuTh U TOJKATh €€, TO OHa TOJIb-
KO mcoyrajach emieé OoJbIlle M IIOBTOPMJIA, UTO
alls HEBO3MOMKHO IIPUNTH K MHMccu cawub.

B sT0 yTpo B camMoM BO3AyXe TOYHO HOCH-
JIOCh UTO-TO TauHCTBeHHoe. Huuero nHe penanu
OOBIYHBIM TOPAIZKOM, ¥ HEKOTOPBIX H3 TYy3€eM-
HBIX CJYI' BOBCe He OBLIO BUIHO, a Te, KOTO-
peiXx Mepu Bugega, ABUTAJINCh TOPOIJIMBO WJIU
VKPaaKoi, ¢ O0JeIHO-CepPhIMMN MCIYTaHHBIMU JIM-
mamu. Ho eli HUKTO HMUYero He TOBOPUJ, U €€
alis Bceé He SABJAJACH.

YTpo mpoxoamo; CKOPO OHa OCTaJiaCh COBCEM
OfHa 1 HaAKOHEeI BBIILJIA B cal U CTaJjJa UIr'paTh
TOKe OJHa IIoA JepeBOM, OKOJIO BepaHJIbI.
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OHa penmasa BHUJA, YTO YyCTPamBaeT IIBETOUYHYIO
KJyMOy, U BTBIKaja OOJIbIIINe SAPKO-ajible IIBe-
Tl B MaJIeHbKMEe KYUYKH 3eMJU, BCE OO0JbIIe
1 OoJibIlle pasfpakasch M Oopmoua cebe IIOx
HOC BCE€ TO, uUTO cobOupajiach CKasaTh cauiwu,
Bce Te OpaHHBIE CJIOBa, KOTOPBIMHU coOmpajiach
0003BaTh €€, Korja OHa BEePHETCH.

— CBunba! Csupba! Csunoe orpoabe! —
roBOpmMJia OHAa, IOTOMY 4YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMIla
CBUHLBEN — B3TO caMoe XyJIllee OCKopOJieHue.

Ona ckpe:xerasa 3y0aMu, IIOBTOpPAA 3Ty Qpa-
3y, KOIJa VCJBIIIaJga, 4YTO Ha BepaHAy BBIILIA
e€é MaThb eIé ¢ KeM-TO. ITO ObLT OeJOKYypPBIi
MOJIOJIO UeJIOBeK; M o00a OHH CTOSAJIU U TOBO-
pujan KaKHMMHM-TO CTPpaHHBIMM THUXHWMMHM I'OJIOCaMMH.

Mepu 3Haja OEJOKYpPOTO MOJIOZOTO UYeJIOBEeKa,
KOTOPBIIA ORI IOXOX Ha MaJbyMKa; OHa CJbI-
1miajga, 4YTo OH OBII OuYeHb MOJIOAOM oduiep,
KOTOPBLIA HeZaBHO IIpuexaJj mu3 AHTJIUMN.

IleBouKa risgesia Ha HUX 000oumx, HO OoJee
IIPUCTAJBHO TJISJeJia Ha CBOIO MAaTh.

Onma Bcerga sTo gejajia, KOrja TOJLKO IIPe-
CTaBJIAJICA CJyYall BHUIAETh €€, IIOTOMY UYTO Me-
muccucan® — Mepu yacTo 3Bajla €€ HMEHHO
TaK, a He WHWHaue — OblIa TakKas BbICOKasd,
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CTpOMHAsA, KpacuBasd JaMa U HOCHJIA TaKue
IIpeJieCTHbIe HapAAbl. Y HeE OBbLIM BOJOCHI Kak
BOJIHUCTBINA INEJK, KPaCUBBIN MaJIeHbKMH HOC,
IIPe3PUTEIbHO B3AEPHYTHINA, M OOJIBIIINE CMEIo-
miecss riaasa. Ope)xkna e€ Bcerga Oblaa JIErKad
M pasBeBamwInascsa U1, KaK BwIpaskajgachk Mepu,
«IIOJHA KPYIKEB».

B sT0 yTpo Ha Hell ObLIO OOJIBIIIE KpPYIKEB,
yeM Bcerja, HO TIJla3a €€ He CMedAJHChb; OHU
ObLIM Takue OOJbINNE U WCIyraHHble M YyMO-
JAMOIEe TJAAAeNU B JIUIO MOJOAOTO OeJIOKYypPOoro
o(punepa.

— Hey:xenu peno tak mnaoxo? Heywmenu? —
ycabimnasia Mepu e€ Bompoc.

— VYoacHO! — IpoKaIlluM T'0JIOCOM OTBETII
MOJIOLON UYeJIoOBEeK. — YJiKacHo, wmwuccuc JleH-
HOKc! BbI JOJIKHBI OBLIM yexaThb B TOPBI JB€
HeJmeJan Hasaln.

Memuccucamb6 craJja JoMaThb PYKH.

— O, g 3Haw, 4YTO MOOJIXKHA ObLiIa cIejaTb
aTo! — BOCKJUKHYJa OHa. — §I ocrajach TOJIb-
KO HJA TOro, 4YTOOBI IIOMTHM HAa JOTOT TJIYIBLINA
3BanbIi o0en! Kak a Obwia raymal

B a1y MuHyTYy 13 mOoMelleHUs CJYr pasnal-
csd TaKOW TI'POMKMM BOILIb, UTO OHA yXBaTHJIach
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3a PYKYy MOJOZOT'O uejioBeKa, a Mepmu 3saapoka-
Ja ¢ TOJIOBBI OO0 HOTr. Bomab cTaHoBUJCA BCE
0oJjiee IUKUM.

— Yro »s10? YUTO 5TO? — mpOoIIenTaja MIUC-
cuc JleHHOKC.

— Kro-TO ymMep, — OTBEeTHJI MOJOAON oO(du-
nep. — BbI He roBopuam, 4To 00JIe3HL IIOABU-
Jach cpeu BallIumx CcJayr!

— 1 He 3mHamal! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA MEMUCCHU-
canb. — O, molaeémMTe CO MHOI, IIOHIEMTE CO

MHOI!

N oma oOepuynach m ybOexkajia B JOM.

ITocne »TOro HaCTymmMJIO HEUYTO YyiKacalollee,
n Mepu crajo SICHO, IIOUYEMY 35TO YTPO OBLIO
Takoe TaumHcTBeHHoe. IlosgBuiach xoJjepa B ca-
MOM TsMKeJon ¢opmMe, M JIIOAUW yMHUpaIN, Kak
Myxmu. Ais 3abojiela HOYBIO, M CJYT'HM BOIU-
JU B CBOUX XMKMHaAxX, IOTOMY YTO OHA TOJb-
KO uTo ymMmepJsa. Houbio ymMepam eIie Tpoe
CIyr, a ocTaJlbHble B Yy:kace Oexanu. Bcio-
Iy IlapuJja IIaHWKa, W BO BCeX OYHrajgo OblIu
yMuparoliue.

Ha caenmyromuii  geHb, BO BpeMs TpPeBO-
rm u cMmATeHus, Mepu cnpdArajgack B JeT-
CKOIi, M Bce 3a0pliu o0 Hell. HukTOo He aymaJ
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0 Hell, HUKOMY OHa He ObljIa HY:KHA, U BOKPYT
IPOMCXOAMJO0 HEUTO CTPaHHOEe, O UYEéM OHa He
nMeJia TOHATHS.

Yacel mpoxoauan, u Mepu momepeMeHHO TO
craja, To mjaakaja. OHa 3HajJa TOJBKO, UYTO
JIOOU XBOpaJu, U CJABIIIaJa TauHCTBEHHBIE
U TIyraBIliie €€ 3BYKWH.

Pas onHa mnpokpajsachk B CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOpas
oKasajlach IIyCTOM, XOTSA Ha CTOJIe CTOSJ HeJIo-
KOHUEHHBIII 00eJ; CTyJibA M TapejJKN HNMEJH Ta-
KO BHUJ, KaK OYyATO MX IIOCHENIIHO OTOJBUHYJIU
B CTOPOHY, KOTJa JIOANW II0 KaKOM-TO HNpPUYUHE
BHE3aIlHO MNOJHSJNCH H3-3a CTOJA.

Mepu moena (ppPYKTOB U cyxapen u, UYyB-
CTBYSI CHJBHYIO JKaKIy, BBIINWJIA CTOABIINN
Ha cTojie cTakaH BoAbl. CKOpPO [IeBOUYKY Haua-
JIO KJOHHTHL KO CHY, M OHAa IIOILIa OOpaTHO B
JTeTCKYI0 1 OHNAThL 3allepJjach TaM, HCIyranHasd
KpUKaMM, KOTOPbIe HECJNCh N3 XWMKHH, U 3BY-
KaMM TOPOIJIMBBLIX IIaroB. Ema HarHajga Ha Hee
TaKOH COH, UYTO TIJia3a €€ B3aKpPbLINCH IIOMMMO
eé BOJIM; OHa Jierjla Ha IOCTeJbh M TOYHO IIO-
Tepsjia CO3HaHUE.

OuyeHr MHOTOE TIIPOM3OIIJIO 3a Te [JOJITHeE
Yyachkl, YTO OHA CIlajJa TaKUM TSKEJIBIM CHOM,
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1 e€é He pasOyAmaM HU BOILIM, HU IIyM B OYH-
rajo, TJe UYTO-TO BHOCUJU ¥ BBLIHOCHUJIU.

Korma omHa 1mpocHyJlachk, OHa IIPOJOJIIKAJA
JeXKaTh HeIOABUMKHO, INIPHUCTAJLHO TJIAASI Ha
creHy. B mome OblLia IIOJHEHIIas TUIIMHA; OHA
He IIOMHHJAa, 4YTOObI KOrJa-imbo IIpekjae B HEM
mapmjo Takoe Oe3moaBme. OHaA He cJablIIaia
HY TOJIOCOB, HM IIaroB 1 JAayMaJja O TOM, BCe
JU YyoKe BBI3JOPOBEJN OT XOJEephbl M IIPOIILIa
au Oexa.




IIymama OHa W O TOM, KTO Telepb Oyaer
yXasKuBaTh 3a HeIo, Begb eé ais ymepJa! Be-
poATHO, OyzeT HoOBas aud, W OHA, OBITH MO-
JKer, OymeT pacCKasbIBAaTh HOBBIE CKas3KM; CTa-
pble CKasKH YyJKe JOoCcTaTouHo Hamoeaum Mepu.

OHa He IJakKala O TOM, UYTO YyMepJa eeé
HAEbKa. OmHa He ObLIa JIOOAIIMIM pPeOEHKOM
M HUKOIJa HM K KOMY He ObLiIa OCOOEHHO IIpH-
BA3aHA.

IITym, GeroTHs, BOILIM II0 YMEPIIMM OT XO-
Jepbl — BCE 9TO HCIyrajo ee, um, KpoMe TOro,
OHa Obljla OYeHb CepAuTa, IIOTOMY YTO HHKTO
He BCIOMHNJI, YTO OHAa ObLIa XuBa. Bce Tak
obe3ymMesii OT YyiKaca, dUYTO HHUKTO He JIyMaJl
0 JeBOUKe, KOTOPYI0 HUKTO He JIOOWJI.

Korgma arogm 3abojieBas X0JIepoi, OHU, Ka-
3aJloch, HE MOIJIM JIyMaThb HM O KOM, KpoMe




ceba cammx. Ho ecium Bce omsTh BBI3LOPOBEJIH,
TO, KOHEUHO, KTO-HHOYAb JOJI)KEH OBLI BCIIOM-
HUTb O HEH M OTBhICKATL €€.

Ho HuMKTO He mpumxoamji, U OHA BCE JexKaja
1 oKJajJa, W B JOOMeE, Kasajloch, CTAaHOBUJIOCH
Bceé Tume u Ttuime. OHa ycJablmajga KaKOu-TO
IIIOPOX Ha IIMHOBKe, M KorJa B3IVIIHYJa Ha
II0JI, TO YBHIAeJa MAaJEHbKYI0O 3MEeHKYy, CKOJb-
BUBIIYIO II0 MOJYy M TJIAJAEBINYIO Ha HeE II0XO-
JKMMM Ha JOparolleHHble KaMHU TIJIa3aMWu.

Mepu He wucmyraJjachb: 3TO OBLIO 0e3BpPemHOE
MaJIeHbKO€ CYIIIeCTBO, KOTOpPOe HHYero He MOr-
JIO el cpeaaThb. 3MeliKa, KasaJoch, TOPONMJAaCh
BeIOpaAThCsA M3 KOMHAaTBLI, m Mepu Buzgeaga, Kak
OHa CKOJb3HYJIA IIOJ IBEPb.

— Kax crpammo um Tuxo! — craszama Me-
pu. — Kark Oyaro B goMe HHKOIO HeET, KpoMe
MeHs Ja 3MeUNKH.

ITout B Ty Ke MHHYTY OHA ycCJbIXaja IIaru
B CaJy, a IOTOM Ha BepaHae. ITO OBLIN MYIK-
CKMe IIarvu: MYJKUMHBI BOILIM B JOM M O UYEM-
TO THUXO 3aropopuau. HHMKTO He BBIIIEJ UM
HaBCTpeuy, HUKTO He 3aroBOpuJ C HUMHU; OHH,
Kas3aJioCh, OTKPBIBAJIU [OBEPH U 3arydagbIBaJI
B KOMHATEI.
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— Kaxoe omnycroienue! — ckasajJg OOuUH TIO-
agoc. — WM »sra KpacuBas KeHIMHA... Ja U pPe-
0€HOK, A paymaro, Toxke! §1 cuapimajg, 4YTo OBLI
Pe0EHOK, XOTA ero HUKTO HUKOIJa He BHIell.

Korga oHuM HeECKOJbKO MUHYT CIIYCTA OTKPBI-
Ju JIBepb, Mepm cTodJa IOCpeaAun OEeTCKOu, He-
KpacuBasg U 3Jjasi, HaxMypuB OpPOBH, IIOTOMY
yTOo OBbLJIA TOJIOZHA M UYYyBCTBOBaJIa ce0A KaK-TO
IIO30PHO 3a0POIIIEeHHOMH.

IlepBBIlI YeslOBEK, BONIEAININII B KOMHATY,
ObIJI BBICOKHI o(uiiep, Koroporo Mepu omHAaMK-
OBl BHIEJla y CBOero orma. ¥ Hero OBLI ycTa-
JbIII M 03a00YeHHBI BHJ, HO KOTJa OH YyBHUIEJI
eé, OoH OBLJI TaK MHOPa’KE€H, UTO UYyTh HE OTCKO-
ynJ Hasaml.

— DBapmeit! — xpurmya oH. — 31ech pe-
oeuok! Pebénox, ommH! B Takom wmecte! Boixe
MO, Ja KTO OHa TarKasa?

— d Mepu JleHHOKC, — UYOODOPHO CcKa3aJa
JIeBOUKAa, BBIIPAMJIASICL BO Bechb pPocT. Yeo-
BEK OTOT IOKasajicsa el OueHb I'PyObIM, IIOTOMY
YTO Ha3BaJ JOOM €€ OTIa <«TaKUM MEeCTOM». —
S ycuyma, Korma Bce OBLIM OOJIBHBI XOJIEPOIi,
WM TOJBKO YTO IIpocHyJachk. OTuero HUKTO He
MIPUXOIUT?
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— 9TO0 TOT PEOEHOK, KOTOPOr0 HUKTO HUKOT-

na He BUAEN! — BOCKJUKHYJI oduiiep, obparra-
sdch K cBoemy crnyTHuUKy. — O Hell Ha camoM
nejie Bce 3a0bLam!

— Ilouemy o000 w™MHe 3abbliu? — CcKasaja
Mepu, Ttomaa Horoui. — Ilouemy HHUKTO He
MIPUXOAUT?

MoJomoii uesoBeK, KOToporo 3Bajau bapHeii,
TPyCTHO IIOCcMOTpes Ha Hee. Mepm pake Imoka-
3aJI0OCh, YTO OH MHIHYJI IJla3aMH, TOYHO CMa-
XuBasd CJieay.

— DBengnaa kpomka! — ckasan odm. — Hexo-
My HOPUUTH: HUKOTO HE OCTaJIOCh.

TakuM CTpPaHHBIM 1 HEOKUIAHHBIM 00pasoM
Mepu ysHanma, 4TO y HeE€ He OCTaJOoCh HU OTIIA,
HY MaTepu, YTO OHU YyMepJu u OblIu yBese-
Hbl HOYBI0O M UYTO Te Ty3eMHbIe CJIyTI'u, KOTO-
pble OCTAJIMCh B JKUBBIX, IIOCHEIIHO IIOKWUHYJU
AJOM M HUWKTO U3 HUX [OgaKe€e H€ BCIIOMHWMWJI, YTO
y Hux Obl1a Muccu camb. IlosTomy-To B gome
OBLJI0O TAK TUXO0; B HEM [OEeHCTBUTEJIBHO HUKOTO
OosbIlle He OBLIO, Kpome camoui Mepum ga wma-

JeHbKOU 3MEeUNKU.
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epu JO0OMJIa Uu3JAJIN TJSAAeTh Ha CBOIO

aThb 1 cuUHTajlla €€ OUYeHb KpPacuBOU;
HO TaK KaK OHa O4YeHb MaJi0 3HaJjJa e€, TOo
eIBa J MOJKHO OBLIO OXKHUJIATh, UTO OHA OyIeT
TOCKOBATh II0O HeH, KOor'za €€ He CTaHerT.

OHa HUYYTH He TOCKOBaJla II0 HeM, M Tak
KaKk Bcerga Oblina yriaybjseHa B camoé ce0bs,
TO €€ TMOMBICJIBI U Telepb, KaK OOLIKHOBEH-
HO, OBLIM CcOCpeIOTOYeHBI Ha cebe camoii. Bynab
OHa cTapime, OHa ObI, BEPOATHO, OYEHL Oec-
IIOKOMJIACh IIPH MBICJH, UYTO OCTaJach COBCEM
oJHAa Ha CBeTe, HO OHa eIeé OnlJa OoueHb MaJja,
M TaK KaK O Hel Bcerga 3a00THMJINCh, TO OHA
mpepmnoJjarajga, 4To 3TO Bcerga OyIeT Tak.

IIymajia oHa TOJIBKO O TOM, MOIIAaAET JHU OHAa
K XOPOIIMUM JIOAAM, KOTOpPble OYAyT C Hei 00-
pamiaTbCA BeXKJIMBO M BO BCEM YCTyIaTh e,
KaK 9TO Jejlaja €€ aup u [OApyrue Ty3eMHBbIe
CIyKaHKH.

Mepu 3Haja, 4UYTO He OCTaHeETCs HaBcer-
Ja B JOMe AaHIJIMHCKOTO CBAMIEHHMKA, Kyzga
€eé B3AJIM B IHepBoe Bpemsa. EKii He X0oTeoCh
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ocTaBaThbCsA TaM. AHINIMHACKUN CBAIEHHUK ObILJI

OemeH, U y Hero OBLIO IIATEPO JeTei, UyTh JIU

He OJHOJIETOK, KOTOPbhI€ XOAWJN B JIOXMOThAX,

BCerja CCOPUJINCh U TacCKaJu HUTPYyHIKU

/, opyr y napyra. Mepu HeHaBujzeaa uxX

e HEONPATHBIA OOM U TaK AYypHO oOpa-

majach ¢ HUMHK, YTO Yepe3 OBa MOHA
HUKTO He XOTeJ UrpaTrh C Helo.

— Tebss  oromuaOT  HIO-
MOM uepe3 HeOeJ, — CKa-
3aJ1 el omHaXabl basuib,
MaJbUMK IIacTopa, C Jeps-
KHMHU TOJYyOBIMH TIJasaMu
1 B3AEPHYTHBIM HOCOM, KOTO-
poro Mepu HeHaBuuega. —
Mgl Bce oOueHBL pajgbl 3TOMY.

— W a Toxe pama, — OT-
Betusia Mepu. — A rme 3TO
TaKoe «JIoMa»?

— Ouna He 3Haer, TIIe
9T0? — IIPE3PUTEJILHO CKasaJl
cemujgersuin Basmiab. — 3ITO,

KoHeuHO, AHriauma. Hama 06a-
OyIlIKa KWUBET TaM, M B IIPO-
IIJIOM TOAYy TyAa IIOCJaJu
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