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Hoporue npy3bs!

Kax wu3BecTHO, Jaydliuii crocod YYUTh MHOCTPAHHBIN
SI3BIK — 9TO YMTATh XYyIOXKECTBEHHYIO InTepaTypy. Ho ureHue
JIOJDKHO OBITh HE TOJIBKO IOJIE3HBIM, HO M YBJIEKATEeIbHBIM.
ITostomy ™Mbl OTOOpanu [Jisi Bac Jydllue IPOU3BEICHUS
MUpPOBOI auTepaTypbl. B kHurax cepuu Bilingua Bbl HailaéTe
ajarTUpPOBaHHbIE TEKCThl IPOM3BENEHUN Ha aHIJIUICKOM
SI3BIKE C ITapaIeJIbHBIM IIEPEBOIOM Ha pyccKuii. B jomonHeHue
K TEKCTaM JAI0TCS YIIPaXKHEHWS Ha TOHUMaHWe ITPOYNTAaHHOTO
C OTBETaMM 1 aHIJIO-PYCCKUI CJI0Baph, B KOTOPOM Bbl MOXKETE
YTOYHUTH 3HAYeHNE KOHKPETHOTO CJIOBA.

Bce aHrnuiickue TeKCThl 03BYYeHBI HOCUTEJISIMU SI3bIKA U
COBEPIICHHO 0ecnaamuo INOCTYIHbBI IS TIPOCIYIINBAaHUS Ha
odpuumanbHoM caiite usnareabctBa ACT. YToObI BOCIIOIB30-
BaThCsI OSCILIATHBIM ayAUOIIPWIOXEHUEM, HEOOXOIMO:

* 3aperucTpupoBaThbcs B pazaene «HUuraabHs» Ha opuLm-
ajbHOM caiite usnarenbcTBa ACT
(https://ast.ru/reading-room/),

* TIepeiTH B KaTajor «AyaroMaTepuabl»,

* BBIOpATh HYXKHBIN ayaIUOKYpC.

[Tocye 5TOrO BBI CMOXKETE COBEPIIEHHO OECIUIaTHO IPO-

CIIYIIMBATh ayIUONPUIOXKEHNE OHJIAH WJIM cKadyaTh Ha CBOE
YCTPOMCTBO U UCHOJIb30BaTh 0€3 MOAKIIOUeHUST K THTEepHeTY.

XKenaem ycnexon!



Chapter I

THE STRANGE MAN’S ARRIVAL

he stranger came early in February, one wintry day,

through a biting wind and a driving snow, walking
from Bramblehurst railway station, and carrying a little
black portmanteau in his thickly gloved hand. He was
wrapped up from head to foot, and the brim of his soft
felt hat hid every inch of his face but the shiny tip of
his nose. He walked into the “Coach and Horses” more
dead than alive, and flung his portmanteau down. “A
fire,” he cried, “in the name of human charity! A room
and a fire!” He followed Mrs. Hall into her guest par-
lour. Then a couple of sovereigns flung upon the table.

Mrs. Hall lit the fire and left him there while she went to
prepare him a meal. A guest at Iping in the wintertime was
an unheard-of piece of luck, and she was resolved to show
herself worthy of her good fortune. She carried the cloth,
plates, and glasses into the parlour and began to lay them.
Although the fire was burning up briskly, she was surprised
to see that her visitor still wore his hat and coat, standing
with his back to her and staring out of the window at the
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I'maBa 1

IIOABJIEHUE HESHAKOMIIA

e3HaKoMell TOSABWICA B Havyase ¢eBpaid, B OJUH

MOPO3HBIM /[IeHb, KOIZA [yl IPOHU3BIBAIOLIUN BeTep
u Mena meTenb. OH IIENT OT KeJIe3HOAOPOXKHOU CTaHITUU
BpaMmbaxépcta M B OOTAHYTOM IEepYaTKON pyKe HEC
HeO6OJIbIION YEpHBIM cakBOSDK. OH OBbLT 3aKyTaH C TOJIOBBI
[0 TIAT, ¥ M0 ero $GeTPOoBOU NUIAMBI CKPHIBATM KaXK/BIN
JIOMM ero smua, KpoMme OiecTaAiiero KoH4YMKa Hoca. OH
BOIIEN B TpakTHp «Kydep U KOHH», cKOpee MEPTBBIM, 4eM
’KUBOHM, M OpOCWJI CaKBOSDK Ha IIOJI.

— Orus, — KpPUKHY/ OH, — BO UMA YeJ0BEKOMoOUs!
Komuary u orua!

OH mnpocnefoBan 3a MUCCUC XO/UT B NpuéMHyro. [lotom
Ha CTOJ ymaja Ilapa COBEpPEHOB.

Muccuc Xosul pasoxia OrOHb U OCTaBWiIa €ro Tam,
a caMa IoNUIa IMPUTOTOBUTH efy. Ilocrosier; B AHWmNuHTE
3UMOI ObLT HeC/TbIXaHHOM yzZa4yell, ¥ OHA pelwia IoKa-
3aThb cebs JOCTOMHOM TaKoro cyacmiuBoro coiydas. OHa
TIOHec/a B KOMHATY CKaTepTh, TapejKW WU CTaKaHbl U Ha-
yaja MX PaCCTaBsAThb. XOTS OTOHb W TOpeJ Beceio, OHa
C yJWBJIEHHWEM VyBUJeJa, YTO €€ IMOCeTUTEJb BCE elé He
CHSUI TUIATBI U TAJbTO, CTOUT K HEW CIUHOW U CMOTPUT
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Chapter I. The Strange Man’s Arrival

falling snow in the yard. He seemed to be lost in thought.
She noticed that the melting snow that still sprinkled his
shoulders dripped upon her carpet.

“Can I take your hat and coat, sir?” she said, “and give
them a good dry in the kitchen?”

“No,” he said without turning.

She was not sure she had heard him, and was about to
repeat her question.

He turned his head and looked at her over his shoulder.

“I prefer to keep them on,” he said with emphasis, and
she noticed that he wore big blue spectacles, and had a bush
side-whisker that completely hid his cheeks and face.

“Very well, sir,” she said. “As you like. Soon the room will
be warmer.”

He made no answer, and had turned his face away from
her again, and Mrs. Hall laid the rest of the table things and
went out of the room. When she returned he was still stand-
ing there, like a man of stone, hiding his face and ears com-
pletely. She put down the eggs and bacon, and called rather
than said to him, “Your lunch is served, sir.”

“Thank you,” he said at the same time, and did not stir
until she was closing the door. Then he swung round and
approached the table with a certain eager quickness.



I'maBa I. ITogBi1eHue He3HaKOMIIa

13 OKHA Ha TaJaloluii Bo ABope cHer. OH, Ka3ajioch, ObLI
MOTPYXKEH B cBoM MbIM. OHa 3aMeTWwiIa, YTO TAIOIIUH
CHEr TMaZiaeT C €ro IUied Ha KOBep.

— Ilo3BoJyibTe B3ATh Bally MNUIAITY W IIajJbTO, C3P, —
CKasajla OHa, — MW OTHECTH HUX CYIIHUTbCA Ha KYXHIO.

— Het, — ckazan OH, He IMOBOpAaYMBaACh.

OHa He ObUTa yBepeHa, YTO pacciblllaja €ro, U Co-
6upasach MOBTOPUTb CBOW BOIIPOC.

OH mOBEepHYJ/ TOJIOBy U MOCMOTPE Ha Heé 4epe3 IUIeYO.

— { npexamounTaro He CHUMAaThb WX, — 3asgBWI OH,
M OHA 3aMeTWIa, 4YTO Ha HEM OO0JbIINe CHHHE OYKU U
YTO y HEro rycTble GakeHOapabl, TOJHOCTbIO CKPBHIBABIILE
MWEKU U JINIIO.

— Xopo1o, ¢3p, — CKasaja oHa. — Kak BaM yrogHo.
Ckopo KOMHaTa Harpeetcs.

OH He OTBETWI U CHOBA OTBEPHYJ OT He€ CBOE JIUIIO.
Muccuc Xosn pasjyiokuwia Ha CTOJIe OCTaBIIyIOCA TOCYAY U
BBIIZIa M3 KOMHaThl. Korza oHa BepHymach, OH BCE eIé
CTOAJI TaM, KaK KaMeHHOe W3BagHUe, IOJHOCTbIO CKPBIB
guio U ymu. OHa TocTaBWIa Ha CTOJN SIMYHUIYY C BeT-
YUHOU U CKOopee KPUKHYyJA, YeM CcKasaja:

— Bam oben mozaH, cap.

— Cmacubo, — CKa3ajJ OH TOTYaC JXe, HO He CJBU-
HYyJICA C MecTa, IIOKa OHa He 3akpbLlia JBepb. [loToM OH
OBICTPO TIOBEPHYJICA M HETEPIIeJNBO IOJOUIEN K CTOIY.



Chapter I. The Strange Man’s Arrival

As she went behind the bar to the kitchen she heard a
sound repeated at regular intervals. Chirk, chirk, chirk, it
went, the sound of a spoon being rapidly whisked round a
basin.

“Oh,” she said. “I forgot the mustard!”

Then she filled the mustard pot, and carried it into the
parlour.

She rapped and entered promptly. As she did so her visi-
tor moved quickly, so that she noticed a white object disap-
pearing behind the table. It seemed he was picking some-
thing from the floor. She put down the mustard pot on the
table, and then she noticed the overcoat and hat had been
taken off and put over a chair in front of the fire. She went
to these things resolutely.

“I suppose I may have them to dry now,” she said.

“Leave the hat,” said her visitor, in a muffled voice, and
turning she saw he had raised his head and was sitting and
looking at her.

For a moment she stood gaping at him, too surprised to
speak.

He held a white cloth—it was a serviette he had brought
with him—over the lower part of his face, so that his mouth
and jaws were completely hidden. But it was not that which
startled Mrs. Hall. It was the fact that all his forehead above
his blue glasses was covered by a white bandage, and that
another covered his ears, leaving not a scrap of his face ex-
posed excepting only his pink, peaked nose. It was bright,
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I'maBa I. ITogBi1eHue He3HaKOMIIa

Korna mwuccuc Xosn mnpoxogwna dYepes TpakTUDP Ha
KyXHIO, OHa YyCJbIIIaja PUTMHUYECKU IIOBTOPAIOUIUNCA

3ByK. «YHWPK, YUpPK, YHUpK», — OBICTPO YHpKaJa JIOXKKA
O TapeJsKy.
— O, — ckaszanma oHa. — ] 3abwuta ropuwily!

Ona HanojHWIAa TOPYMYHUIYy U IpUHECIa e€ B IIpU-
E€MHYIO0.

Ona moctydasa u ObicTpo BoIwia. He3HakoMmer cze-
Jan ObICTpOe [ABW)KEHHE, M OHa 3aMeTWIa HedTo Oesloe,
MeJIbKHYBIIIee Tof cTosoM. O4YeBHUJHO, OH YTO-TO TIOA-
6upan c¢ moma. OHA MOCTaBWIA TOPYUYHUILY HA CTOJ, U
3aTeM 3aMeTwla, YTO MajbTO M IUIANA CHATHI U BUCAT Ha
cTyse mepesi kKaMuHOM. OHA PEIMIUTENbHO K HUM HaIlpaBH-
JIach.

— Jlymaro, 4TO Terepb MOTY UX B3ATb U IPOCYLIUTh, —
CKasaja OHa.

— OcraBsbTe IUIAIYy, — CKa3aJjJ IIOCETHUTE/Ib CAaBJIEH-
HBIM TI'OJIOCOM, O6epHYBIHI/ICb, OHa yBHJEIa, YTO OH IIOAHSI
rojoBy, CUAWUT W CMOTPUT Ha HeE.

HEKOTOPOC BpeEMA OHa CTOANIA, YCTAaBUBIIKWCH HA HETO,
CJIMITKOM l'IOpa}KéHHaH, YTOOBI YTO-TO CKAa3aTh.

HIDKHIOIO YacTb JILA OH TIPUKPBIBAl Oeoi TPSAMKOL:
3TO ObLIa candeTka, KOTOPYIO OH IMPHUBE3 ¢ coboi. PoT u
YeJIIoCTH OBUIM IIOJTHOCTBIO CKPHITEL. HO He 3TO Iopasuio
Muccuc Xowr. A To, 9TO Bech ero Job HaJi CUHUMHU OYKaMH
ObUT 00Bsi3aH OesbIM OMHTOM. /Ipyroil OWMHT 3aKphIBal €ro
VIIIM, OCTaBJsAS HEMPUKPHITHIM PO3OBBIN OCTPOKOHEUYHBII
Hoc. Hoc ObLT ApKO-po30BeIM. Ha moceTuTesne 6buta TEMHO-
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Chapter I. The Strange Man’s Arrival

pink. He wore a dark-brown velvet jacket with a high, black
collar turned up about his neck. The thick black hair gave
him the strangest appearance. This muffled and bandaged
head was very strange.

He did not remove the serviette, but remained holding it,
as she saw now, with a brown gloved hand, and regarding
her with his inscrutable blue glasses.

“Leave the hat,” he said, speaking very distinctly through
the white cloth.

She placed the hat on the chair again by the fire.

“I didn’t know, sir,” she began, “that—” and she stopped
embarrassed.

“Thank you,” he said drily.

“T'll have them nicely dried, sir, at once,” she said, and
carried his clothes out of the room. She glanced at his white-
swathed head and blue goggles again as she was going out
of the door; but his napkin was still in front of his face. She
shivered a little as she closed the door behind her, and her
face was eloquent of her surprise and perplexity.

The visitor sat and listened to her retreating feet. He
glanced inquiringly at the window before he removed his
serviette, and resumed his meal. He walked across the room
and pulled the curtain down. This done, he returned to the
table and his meal.

“The poor soul has had an accident or an operation or
something,” said Mrs. Hall. “And the glasses!”
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I'maBa I. ITogBi1eHue He3HaKOMIIa

KOpUYHeBasi O6apxaTHas KypTKa C BBICOKUM, 3aKPBIBABIINM
IIef0 BOPOTHUKOM. ['ycTble 4Y€pHBIE BOJIOCHI TIPUJABATHA
€My Ype3BBIYAHO CTPAaHHBIM BUJ. OJTa 3aKyTaHHasg U 3a-
OWHTOBaHHAs rojioBa ObUTA OYEHb CTPAHHOM.

OH He OTHAI OT yMIA caadeTKy, HO IPOJO/DKAN JiepXKaTh
eé, OHa Temepb BUJENA, PYKOM B KOPUYHEBOU IepyaTke,
¥ CMOTpesJl Ha Heé CKBO3b HEINPOHUIlaeMble CHHHE OYKHU.

— OcraBbTe WUIANY, — CKa3aJl OH OY€Hb OTYETIUBO
yepe3 Oenyro candeTky.

OnHa CcHOBa MOJIOXWIA LUIAIy Ha CTYl1 y KaMHHA.

— 4§ He 3Hasma, C3p, — Hayaja OHA, — YTO... — U
OHa B CMYIIEHUU 3aMojyaja.

— Cmacubo, — Cyx0 CKasaja OH.

— 41 celivyac ke MX BBICYIIy, C3p, — CKas3aja OHA U
BbIHEC/Ia €r0 OJeXKJAy M3 KOMHAThl. B JBepsX OHa CHOBa
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha ero 6enyi0 3a0MHTOBAaHHYIO T'OJIOBY M CHHUE
OuYKHM; HO canpeTka Bcé emé ObUta y Jdma. 3aKpeiBasg 3a
co6oi1 ZiBepb, OHa HEMHOIO ApOXKaia, a JIUIO €€ KpacHO-
PEYMBO CBUETENBCTBOBAIO 00 YAWBIEHUU U HEAOYMEHUHU.

[ToceTuTenb cuzen U NPUCIYLIUMBAICA K €€ yAaIAo-
mmMcs 1maram. [lepeg Tem, kak yopaTh candeTKy U CHOBa
MIPUHATBCA 3a €/ly, OH BOIPOCUTENBbHO TOIVIAZeNT Ha OKHO.
OH mnpoméyn 1no xKoMHaTe U omycTwn mropy. Czenas 3To,
OH BEpHyJCA K CTONy U CBOeH efe.

— beanara moman B aBapuio, WINW €My cAeaanu
onepanuy, WIA HEYTO BpOZAE TOro, — CKa3ajga MUCCUC
Xomwt. — A ouku!
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Chapter I. The Strange Man’s Arrival

She hung his muffler on a hanger.

“And holding that handkerchief over his mouth all the
time. Talking through it!... Perhaps his mouth was hurt
too—maybe.”

When Mrs. Hall came to the stranger again, her idea that
his mouth must also have been cut or disfigured in the acci-
dent, was confirmed. He was smoking a pipe, and all the
time that she was in the room he never loosened the silk
muffler he had wrapped round the lower part of his face to
put the mouthpiece to his lips. He sat in the corner and
spoke now, having eaten and drunk, with less aggressive
brevity than before.

“I have some luggage,” he said, “at Bramblehurst station,”
and he asked her how he could have it sent. He bowed his
bandaged head. “Tomorrow?” he said. “There is no speedier
delivery?” and seemed quite disappointed when she an-
swered, “No.”

“Will you get me some matches?” said the visitor. “My
pipe is out.”

Mrs. Hall gasped at him for a moment and went for the
matches.

“Thanks,” he said concisely, as she put them down, and
turned his shoulder upon her and stared out of the window
again.

The visitor remained in the parlour until four o’clock. The
most part he was quite still during that time; it would seem
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I'maBa I. ITogBi1eHue He3HaKOMIIa

OHa moBecwia ero map¢$ Ha BeIIAJKY.

— U Bc€ BpemA AepXUT IUIATOK y pTa. [oBOopUT 4epes
Hero!... BeposATHO, ero poT ToXe OGonut. HaBepHoe.

Korza muccrc Xo/ul CHOBa IpUIIA K HE3HAKOMILY, €€
JIoraJika, 4TO ero poT, JODKHO OBITh, TaKKe H3ypOJOBaH
WIN WCKaJedeH B aBapuH, Halllla MOATBepxkJeHue. [locTo-
sUTel] Kypwi TPyOKy, M BCE BpeMs, MOKa OHA HaXOAWIach
B KOMHATe, OH HM pa3y He OTOABHUHYJ IIETKOBBIN IUIATOK,
KOTOPBIM OH OOEpHYJI HIDKHIOIO 4acTb CBOETO JIMIA, YTOOBI
BCTaBUTHh B IyObl MyHAIITYK. OH CHeNn B YIIy U TOBOPHUI
Tenepb, HAEBUINCh U HAIWBIINCh, HE CTOJMb OTPBIBUCTO U
pasapak€HHO, KaK IIpex/e.

— Y MeHA ecTb 6arax, — CKasajJ OH, — Ha CTaHIUHU
Bpamb6ixépcT. — W OoH cmpocun €€, KaK MOXKHO TIIpHU-
craTh Oarax cioga. OH HAKJIOHWI CBOIO IlepeBA3aHHYIO
rojoBy. — 3aBTpa? — CIPOCWI OH. — HeT cpouHOH [0-
CTaBKM? — U IIOKa3ajcad BeCcbMa pa30oyapoOBaHHBIM, KOrZa
oHa oTBeTWna: «Her».

— He pgaguTe MHe crimyek? — CKasal IIOCETUTENb. —
Mosi Tpybka moracia.

Muccric Xos1 B3IVIAHY/Ia HAa HEro M BBIIUIA 33 CITMYKAMI.
— Cnacubo, — KpaTKO CKa3asl OH, KOIJIa OHa IOJIOXKH-
Jla TIepes] HUM CIIMYKH, W, MTOBEPHYBIINCh K HEW CITMHOM,

CHOBa IIpUHAJICA CMOTPETb KM3 OKHA.

[ToceTuTenb TPOOBUT B TOCTUHOM /0 YETHIPEX YaCOB.
Bosbllylo 4acTb BpeMeHU OH Besl cebA THXO; BepOATHO,
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Chapter II. Mr. Teddy Henfrey’s First Impressions

he sat in the growing darkness smoking in the firelight—per-
haps dozing.

But he was audible pacing the room. He seemed to be

talking to himself. Then the armchair creaked as he sat
down again.

Chapter II

MR. TEDDY HENFREY'S FIRST
IMPRESSIONS

A-'][ four o’clock, Teddy Henfrey, the clock-jobber, came
into the bar.

“Oh, Mrs. Hall,” said he, “this is terrible weather for thin
boots!”

The snow outside was falling faster.

Mrs. Hall agreed, and then noticed he had his bag with
him.

“Now you’re here, Mr. Henfrey,” said she, “I'd be glad if
you have a look at the old clock in the parlour.”
And leading the way, she went across to the parlour door

and rapped and entered.

Her visitor, she saw as she opened the door, was seated in
the armchair before the fire, with his bandaged head droop-
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I'naBa II. IlepBbie BnedyawieHus mucrepa Teaau I'endpu

OH cHJeN M KypWI Y JOrOpalolIero KaMuHa, MOXET OBITb,
ZpemaJt.

Ho 6puti CBIIHBL €ro Inaru 1o koMHare. Kasasoch,

OH TOBOpHUT CaM C coboii. [ToroM, Korza OH CHOBa Cel,
oA, HUM 3aCKPHUIIEJIO KPECio.

I'maBa 11

IIEPBBIE BIIEUATJIEHVUSI MUCTEPA
TEAOU TEH®PU

quTmpe yaca Tepgu TleHdpu, 4YaCOBIIUK, BOIIEN B
TPaKTUp.

— O, muccuc Xoi, — cKasal OH, — KakK y»KacHasd
rorozia Ajas JIErKUX OOTHUHOK!

CHer Ha ynuie majzaa BCE CUIbHeEe.

Muccrc Xo/T cormaciiach, a 3aTeM 3aMeTwia, 4TO Y
Hero ¢ coboil 4eMOJaHYuK.

— Pa3 BbI 37ech, Muctep lendpu, — ckasan oHa, — g
O6buta ObI pazia, ect OBl BB B3MIAHYJIM HA CTapble Yachl
B T'OCTUHOM.

I/I, IIOKa3biBasd AOpPOry, OHa HaIllpaBWwiIaCb B T'OCTUHYIO,
IoCTy4ajsila B ABE€Pb M BOILIA.

OTKprB ABEPb, OHA 3aMETWlIa, YTO IIOCETHUTE/Nb CHUAET
B Kpecdie y KaMHHa, 3a0MHTOBAaHHAs TOJ0BAa KJIOHWIACH
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