v
I[TECHA.
JIOPOT'A B HUKY/IA
1 BECKOHEYHAA SMEA

CKaqKa B KPOMEIIHOI TbMe TOHHES BEPXOM
Ha MeJBefle, KPylHee KOTOPOTO CBET HE BU-
IBIBAJI, [iel0 Hempocroe. I[IpuXOpumoch Kpemko
ep>KaThCs 3a IIKYPY, YTOOBI He YIacTh: TPSICIIO-TO
Oynp 3mopos! OcobeHHO ecny YMOepTyc B3MbIBal
B BO3/[yX, IPEOIOTIEBAsI CKAJIBI, YIe/IbsI I HEIIPOXO-
numble 3apociu. Korga menBenp depes 4To-HUOYAH
IIEPENPBITUBAJI, U3 IACTU €r0 BBIPBIBAJIOCH KOPOT-
KO€ COCpPelOTOYEeHHOE phIYaHe. A TOTOM OH IIOJ-
HIMaJI MOPAY U, TIO-TIPeXHEMY TS/ TIeper coboi,
CIIpalIMBa:
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— Bbl Tam xak? Huuero?

— HopmanbHo, — XOpOoM OTBeYanu JeTH.

— 3Ha4nT, 06a Ha Mecte? OTINYHO!

I He omyckan MOpAY, IIOKa JeTU He OT30BYTCA.

Bpemsa or BpeMeHuM uX 3ajeBany JIMaHbl, CBU-
CaBIlNe PEBECHbIE KOPHU WM YIPyTas NayTUHA.
OpuH pas OHM IOYYBCTBOBA/M, KaK Y€M-TO XOJIOfI-
HBIJI MOKPBIN XBOCT TaCKOBO IOIIEKOTAal UM IIOJ-
6opoaKu.

Tay u Maiisa He yiep>Kanuch U 3aXUXNKA/IN.

— He nyraittec, — mopbajgpuBan ux MeaBenb
Ha ITOJIHOM CKaKy, — 3T0 Kaccanppa, smes-npeficka-
3arenpHNIA. [0M0Ba y HEE CHapy» M, a XBOCT BHY-
Tpu. Kaccangpa Bcemy yecy coobuiaer o TOM, 4TO
BBI 371ecb. Ho HMKTO He oOpaijaeT Ha Heé BHYMAaHM .

— Ilouemy?

— B monopgocTu oHa mpormotuia aucéHKa: 06-
MaHOM 3aMaHuIa kK cebe B mactp. [Toobemana, 410
BHYTpPMU NMMCEHOK HANAET 6yI0uKy ¢ BeTunHol. Ha-
KasaTb €€ pellVIu TeM, YTO IepecTany e€ Cayuarh.
B nepBoe BpeMs OBITIO CTIO)KHOBATO, HO IOTOM MBI
NpuBBIKIN. 3akpuuy oHa: «Iloxap, moxap!» — Bcé
PaBHO HUKTO He IIOBEPUT, JaKe €C/IV YBUAUT JIbIM.
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— 3aueM >Xe OHa IIpefCcKa3blBaeT! — yAUBUII-
ca Tay.

— Omna yBepeHa, 4T0 3TO0 e€ IpsiMast 0OA3aHHOCTD.
A ¢ gpyroit CTOpOHBI — KTO 3HaeT! — BIPYT B OfiVIH
IIPEKPACHDI JIEHb BCe IIOMIMYT, YTO OHA He BPET, IIPU-
CITyIIAIOTCA K Hell ¥ Y3HAIOT HEYTO BayKHOE.

— Taxkoe BleyatieHue, 4To Thl, YMOEpPTYC, €il Be-
puib, — ynbIOHyIach Maiis.

Hudyero He oTBeTMB, Me[BeAb OIYCTU MOPAY,
Y1 IeTY TIOHSIIN, YTO OH Y/IbIOAeTCsl.

Haxonern Brepeny mokasanach 60sblas OTBec-
Has CKaia. TbMy TOHHeA paccerBaIy CKyIble Ty4n
JIYHHOTO CBeTa: JJO/IKHO OBbITh, OHY ITPOCAYNBATIVIChH
CKBO3b 3BEPUHYIO HOPY UM OTBEPCTHE, IIPOJIE/IaH-
HOe KaKMM-HMOYIb MOIHBIM KOpHeM. CJIOBHO Oro-
HEK CBeYY, OHU 3a/IMBa/IY IIOBEPXHOCTb CKaJIbl MAT-
KVM TaVHCTBEHHBIM CBeTOM. JleTu yBujieny, 4ro eé
MOKPBIBAIOT 3aTaJOYHble MMCbMEHA, IIOX0XKIIE Ha Te,
4TO OBIIM Ha CTEHKaX KOJIOALIA.

MenBenb HPUTHYICH, YTOOBI AETU CIe3/N
Ha 3eMJII0, a 3aTeM IIOfIOIIEN K cKane. Yro-Tto TU-
XOHBKO IIPOpBIYAL, U Ilepes HUM 6eCITyMHO OTKpPBI-
JTach BEPb.
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— [Ja>xe He cKkpunHyna, — npouenTtana Marid.

— JTO caMas CTeCHUTeTbHAas ABEpPb, KOTOPYIO
s BCTpevasl B CBOE )KU3HM, — Y/IBIOHYJICS MeiBeb
YmbepTyc.

— A Kak TblI €€ OTKpbLI?

— IIpomenTan cBo€ nms.

— «MepnBenp YMOepTyc»?

— Her, pgpyroe. Moé mma Ha cepoM MejBe-
’KaybeM — TaK Ha3bIBaeTCs SA3BIK CEPBIX MefiBeflel.
Ecu BbI cCKa>keTe el Ballli IMEHa, OHa IIOC/Ty A€ TCsA
" Bac. 3alIOMHNTE XOPOUIEHbKO M HY 33 YTO Ha CBETE
He 3a0bIBajiTe 3TO IPABUIIO.

OcmoTpeB cKkanmy, MeiBe[lb II0Ka3asl C/IefIbl KaKo-
rO-TO VCKOIIaeMOro >XMBOTHOro. OHM pacrosnara-
JIMCh KaK pa3 Ha BBICOTe JieTcKoro Hoca. Cpasy cTajo
MOHSTHO, KAaKOW JpeBHel OblyIa 3Ta rOpHasl MOPO-
na. Yepes OTKpBIBIIYIOCA [Bepb YMOEPTYC M [eTH
IPOIIN B I'YCTOI TEMHBIII JIEC.

— A ecnu KTO-HMOYIb OROMAET K CKaJle M Ha30-
BET CBOE MM C/Iy4aliHO? — He YHMMascs Tay.

— Tak He ObIBaeT, — yCMeXHYJICA MefiBelb. —
Ber moxxeTe cebe mpencTaBUTh, YTOOBI KTO-TO pas-
rOBapMBaJ CO CKa/lION CTy4aiHO?
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Maiia u Tay nepernanynuce.

— Ham gegymika sammpocro.

MepBenp TOKOCHMIICS Ha peTel, OyATO YTO-TO
IPUIIOMMHAS.

— Bam gegymka? Ax ga, oonbiii [Ipyc! — OH 3a-
Jipas TONIOBY, I/ISAHY/ Ha He6o 1 B3goxHy1. — Ko-
HEYHO, 5 €ro IIOMHIO. A HY-Ka, OJJOXKANUTE, NEeTH.
[Topa coobmnts [ saprouike [Jy0y, 4To MBI Ha MecTe.

MepnBenb BCTa/l Ha 3aJjHME Jallbl Y TaK BBITAHYII
IE0, YTO Ka3aj0Ch, FOJIOBA €T0 3aTepseTca Cpegu
3BE3]I.

3areM OH BBIIPAMMI IMTAHTCKOE TEJI0 I BHOBb
3apeBesT: Ha Cell pa3 ero MOTY4Mii PhIK OBUT TO06eH
rpomy. Cras ryceil, KoTopas B 3TO BpeMs KaK pa3s
nepecekasa Oeblil AVCK TYHBI, IIPUBETIVBO 3aI0r0-
Taja B OTBET. A JIyHa CMYILIEHHO IPUKPbIIACh cepe-
OpPUCTBIM 0OTaYKOM.

Ho Bckope ntunpl ymonkn. VI torma getn Brep-
BbI€ B >KVM3HM yCblany ronoc [Jsanpomkn ly6a.

Hexxupinn un rny601<1/n71, TPOMKNI, HO IIPUAT-
HBIJI, KaK NPUKOCHOBeHMe 6Oapxara, rojaoc 3TOT
TUXOHbKO HalleBaj IEeCeHKY, MOMHYI0 JIMKOBAHUA
U pajlocTu:
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To-pea-nop, cme-nee B 60IL. ..
To-pea-gop, To-pea-gop!

— Ilpuse-e-eT, Ymbepryc, — po6aBuI OH. —
Otnycru pmereir. IycTb upyT Ko MHE CaMML.
U cHoBa:

Yac Hac-Tal... B 6011 cMme-nenn!

JIncTbsl Ha JepeBbAX 3aPOXKAINM U 3alllesiecTesy,
XOTsI HUKaKOTO BeTpa He ObUIO 1 B momuHe. [omoc Ha-
HOJTHSIT cOOOT BeCh JieC, KaK BBILIENIINIT 13 Oeperos
okeaH. MeziBeib 6/1a)keHHO 3aKpbU I71a3a. HouHble sxu-
BOTHBIE TOXKe IPUTUX/IN. JIyHa crsita B HeOe B ITOTHYIO
CITY, 3a/11Bas1 BCE BOKPYT IIPOH3UTE/IbHBIM SICHBIM CBe-
TOM. [leTsIM Jjaske I0Ka3a10Ch, YTO HACTYTINJI IEHbD.

— 9710 OoH, Ianromka JIy6, — ckasan Ymbepryc.
ITo cpaBHEHMIO € TOMOCUIIIEM UCTIONMHCKOTO JlepeBa
MeIBEXXMIT TO/IOC Ka3ajICs TOHEHbKUM U CITa0bIM. —
Ilanpiie monméTe OmHMN.

— Kak sro ogum? — BosmyTmwiach Maita. —
Kpyrom e nec!

— Huuero cTpamsoro, TaM Brepezy Jopora.
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— Jlopora? A Kyzna oHa BefET?

— Huxkyna. TouHee, Kya Xouelllb, Tya ¥ IpUBe-
nét, — oTBeTUN MenBenb. — IIpomarite! Hagerocy,
emé yBUauMCs. 5l Bcex mpefynpesxy, 4To6bl BaM I0-
Moranu, p-p-p-p. — VI MeniBenib y/IbIOHYICS.

— YMbepTyc, mocToit, YMbepTyc! — BCKPUKHYII
Tay, KWNHYBUINCD K HEMY.

— Pg-a-aBk! — pbBIKHYT MefBenb M CKPBIICA
B 4allle.

JIyna, KoTopas TOXe XOTela II0y4acTBOBAaTb
B IIPOMCXOJAILEM, BBICBETUIA JOPOXKKY Cpely He-
nporasgHoro jeca. JJopokka Obiia Takoit 6eroit,
YTO Kasajach IPOTONTAHHOI B cHery. CroBo «Oe-
JIBIV» HA4UCTO CTépnoch u3 mamaty Maitm n Tay:
UL HUX JOPOXKKa Oblyla cepeOpsiHOI, KaK MOHeTa
VIV 3Be3J1a, OTpakEHHaA B MOpe.

— Tay, HaM HaJl0 mep>KaTbCs 32 pyKU, — CTPOTO
cKasama Maiis.

VHTEepecHO, Ky/la BEIET 9Ta HE3HAKOMasA lopora?
A MOXeT, 3TO 1 eCTb Ta caMasi, 0 KOTOpPOIJ TOBOPUTI
Ymb6eptyc? TyT getn 3amMeTnu, 4TO 9yTh OO,
3a eXEeBUYHMKOM, OereeT el ofHa TPOIMHKA, KO-
TOpasi ToXe yberaet B ITyOb jieca.
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— Yto pmenarb, Maitsi? — pacrepsanca Tay. —
Kyna nam nptum?

— IonaTtusa He nMeto. Bot 651 cipocnTh y KOro-
TO, — B3JoXHyna Maitss. — Ecmu 661 MBI ObUIN
B CKas3Ke, TO IIOBCTpedany Obl TOBOPAILIYIO COBY,
NNCY WM elé KaKyo-HuOynb 3Beproiuky. OHa Obl
3arajiajla HaM 3arajiKy, a IIOTOM OTBETMJIa Ha Hall
BOIIPOC. A MOXXET, IPOCTO B3s/1a OBl M IIOKa3aja,
B KaKYI0 CTOPOHY UATH.

— CoBa, a coBa? — nossan Tay.

Maiis npsicHyna. V 6part, u cectpa o4eHb mr06m-
IV BCAIKYE CMELIHbIe Iy TKI.

— Kyga 1o1 Bepémb, gopora? — cnpocun Tay.
OH 9TO ckasanm Hapo4HO, yT106BI Maiisd emé mo-

cMesach.

— 41 mpuBeny Tebs Kypa 3axodellb, — HEOXI-
JIAHHO YCHBIIIANM feTH. — Takoil BapuMaHT Tebs
yCTpamnBaeT?

l'omoc moHOCHMICA M3 HUMOTKyZHa: He M3 Jeca,
U He U3 NacTH KaKOrO-HUOY/b )KMBOTO CyI[eCTBa,
U He U3 Ielepbl, KaMHA unu pacrteHus. Kasa-
JIOCh, 9TO 3aTOBOpPUJIA caMa cepeOpucTas JOpOXK-
Hasd Ibl/b.
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— OrBeTb 4TO-HUOY b, Maiis, — XxuxnukHyn Tay.

— MunyTKy... — Maiia pacrepsamace. — Cka-
KM, a TaM BIIepefii — 4YTO?

— A 4ero 65l Tebe XOTeI0Ch! — OTBETU/IA TOPO-
ra Kak H/ B 4éM He ObIBasIO.

— Ham nyxen JI4...

— Iorogn, — mepebun eé Tay. — Bppyr Ham
HeJIb351 HUKOMY IIPO 3TO TOBOPUTD?

— Teneps y>ke Bcé paBHO. VI TOTOM, JPYTrOro BbI-
Xofia y Hac HeT!

Tay Ha cekyHAOUKY OTOeXan B CTOPOHY, TYHa,
Ife Cpegy KYCTOB BWISA/JA y3€HbKas TPOIMHKAa,
1 OKJIMKHY €€. Ho 1o KaKoiI-TO IpuYMHe — MOXET,
YCHYJIa, a MOXET, 0 4€M-TO 3ayMajach UM IPOCTO
He yMeJIa TOBOPUTb — TPOINMHKA He OTBETHIIA HUue-
ro nyTHoro. «Kpuk-kpuk», — IpOCTpeKoTana OHa,
KaK Hepa3yMHBIIl CBEpYOK.

Tay BepHyca.

— Hopora, a gopora, — npopgo/mkana Mansa. —
Hawm ny»xHO noupgarbcs ¢ Japromkoit Jy6om. Ot-
BefI€1Ib HAC K HEMY?

— OrBeny Kyfa ckaxkeTe. [7aBHOe, paBUIbHO
3aJjalrTe BOIIPOC.
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V1 onm samaranum 1o JOpOXKe Cpefy MamopoT-
HMKa, eKEeBUKM U BCAKUX SPYIUX PaCTEHUI: TUKONI
KJIYOHMKY, 4epTOI0NoXa, ApokKa. ITo croponam tem-
HEJIV JIePEBbA.

— Y1y, yry, — yXaja B 4allle COBa.

— Kap-p, — BTOpuUI € BOPOH, KOTOPbIl TOXeE
cnepui 3a Tay u Maiieii.

— Jlopora, a gopora... — He yHUMaacb Maiid. —
ITony4aercsd, KTO YrOgHO MOXXET NPUNTU KYJa
yrojHO?

— He coscem. Kyzna yrogHo npuxogut 1mis ToT,
KTO BOBpeMs 3aJa€T BOIIPOC, — OTBETUIIA JOpOra.
VM mn3panma CTpaHHBINM 3BYK, OO/IbIE BCETO HAIIOMU-
HaBUIMI XMXMKaHbE.

EnBa 3amMeTHBle CIMpanbKyu cepeOpsHON IBbUIN
3aBepTeNNCh BOKPYT fieTeil. ITa MbIIb Ocefjajia Ha X
BOJIOCaX, I BCKOpe TOJIOBBI JieTell 3acepeOpmInch
u 3acBepkanu. Tay m Maile cHOBa CTaj0 CMEUIHO.
Co cTOpOHBI OHV HAITOMMHA/IV CBET/ISYKOB, MasA4OK
CKOPOJ1 IIOMOIN. .. la MAJIO JIX 4YTO!

B ogHOM 113 cepeOpsiHBIX BUXpell, Oe/leBIINX BIle-
peny, oOHapY>XWMJICS CTPAHHBIV KPYIJ/IBIN IIPeIMeT.
Kak 6yATO KTO-TO MEHS/ KO/IeCO y I'MTAaHTCKOTO
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BeslocuIieia M Opocuy crapoe IMOCPeny JOPOTML.
[IpaBpa, KO/meco BOBCe He BBIITISAENIO CTTOMaHHBIM.
Hao6oport, 6b1710 BIIONTHE HUYETO: YIIpyroe, Omects-
wiee, nesnoe. [Tomoiins Omvdke, feTV 3aMeTUIN, YTO
B/Ia)KHasl IOBEPXHOCTD KOJIeCa TUXOHBKO IIIeBeINT-
s, KaK OyZTO BHYTpU ObETCS MajleHbKOe Cepalie.

— 3JT10 Xe 3Mesa! — KpukHyn Tay.

— He nopgxonu, — npukasana Maiis.

Ha, ato okasamacp 3mes. [To romry6oBaTo-3enéHo
KOXKe ObUIM pacChIIaHbl >KENThIe M PO30BbIE Kpa-
IVHKJ, KOTOpPble CKJIAfibIBa/lNCh B IPUYYAIVBbIE
Y30pBl, IIOXO)KVe Ha IIBeThl. 3Mes cnasna. Beero yuau-
BUTETbHEEe OBIJIO TO, YTO BO CHE OHA IIOKYCHIBasa
COOCTBEHHBIN XBOCT, OyTO CcoOMpanach MPOIIO-
TUTb caMy ce0sl.

— Hopora, a gopora! Ha te6e nmexxut smes. Kak
MBI IIPOVJIEM?

Ho mopora Moria oTBeTUTDb TONBKO Ha OAVH BO-
npoc: «Kypga Tbl BefI€Ib?» — a BCE OCTANIbHOE €€ KaK
OyZATO He MHTEPECOBAJIO.

Y neTteit 6b110 Ba BapyaHTA: IEPEIIarHYTh de-
pe3 3Melo, HaCTYIUB B LIEHTP Kojeca, 6o 060ii-
TU €€.
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Ho oHM pemnny nocTynnuTb N0-CBOEMY, a MMEH-
HO pas3byanth 3Mmer. Kro 3HaeT, MoXeT OBITH, OHa
MPOCHETCSA U OTIPABUTCS MCKATh cebe MPOMUTa-
HIle; MOYXKET OBITh, OHA TOJIOf{HAsI, BOT U KyCaeT CBOII
XBOCT — KaK pe6EHOK, KOTOPBIiI COCET Iasiel] BO CHe.

OcCTaHOBMBIINCH Ha IOYTUTE/IBHOM PacCTOSHUI,
IeTV OCTOPOKHO ITOTPOTaIN 3MEI0 BeTKOI OpelTHMKA.

3Mes He TOIIeBeNNIaCh.

Torpa OHM JIETOHBKO MOILIEKOTANN €l TIOFO0pO-
nok. Jemymxka JIpyc ogHaXK[bpl paccKasblBajl, 4YTO
TIOfT MOPJIO¥T 3MeVHAsI KOXKa OT/INYAeTCsI 0COOEHHOI
YyBCTBUTE/NIBHOCTBIO. Kak-TO pa3 TOYHO TaKUM >Ke
CII0COO0M — TIOIIEKOTaB 3Mee MOJOOPOIOK — OH
criaccsi oT Kaymabapun'™.

3Mesa NPUOTKpbIa OfMH I71a3. [leTu meperns-
HY/IUCD. B crefylommii MUT OHA pasykaja 4elioCcTH,
U XBOCT 3acKo/b3uj1 Hapyxy. Ills1o Bpems, 3mes Bcé
pacKpy4mBanach U pacKpydmBanaach. A XBOCT BCE
He KoHYascs. Ero xBaTuio Obl He Ha OfHY, a Ha Lie-
nbix Tpu 3Men! OKaspIBaeTCsl, OHa Obl/Ta HEBEPOSITHO
IJIMHHO!

* Kamabapus, uim 3eM/IAHON NUTOH, — HESANOBUTAs 3Mes
IUTVHOJI OKO/IO 1 MeTpa, XXVUBYIasA B TPONMKaX AQpPUKIL.
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PackpyTuBIINCh OKOHYATEIbHO, 3Me€s HEMHOTO
nosnexxasna, 6yTo o 4éM-TO pa3MBbIIIIsJIA WU CIIa-
71a C OTKPBITBIMMU I7Ta3aMy. A IIOTOM HIMPOKO, C/IaJ-
Ko 3eBHy/a. IlacTb y Heé oKasamach po30BOM, KaK
neperen. 3y6oB BupHO He 6bUto. He ycmenma 3mes
3aXJIOIIHYTh IIaCTh, KaK U3 IITyOUHBI €€ GecKoHed-
HOTO Tejla IOSBUIACH elllé OfHa 3Mes, IMOMEHBIIIE.
Korma ara BrOopas 3Mmes BbIOpajach HapyXy, OHa
Cpa3y >Ke IIOIIO/3/Ia K XBOCTY II€pBOil 3MeN U INPU-
HAIACh €r0 MOKychbiBaTb. CO CTOPOHBI OHA BBIITIA-
fiefla KaK IIeHOK, KOTOPbIN COCET Y MaMbl MOJIOKO.
Ho B cnepyromiee MTHOBEHME YAVBUTEBHOE XKNBOT-
HO€ NPUMHAOCh 3TOT XBOCT 3aI/IaThlBaTh: CHayala
CaHTUMETP 3a CAHTUMMETPOM, a IOTOM U METP 3a Me-
TpoM. 3arnarbiBasi 60/MBIIYVIO 3Mel0, MaTleHbKast Oyk-
Ba/IbHO Ha I71a3aX CTAaHOBM/IACh B TOYHOCTM TaKOM
’)Ke TONCTON U AnmMHHOM. V1 BCé rimoTana, ri1oTaa...
[TpornoTuna u ronoy 6ombioit 3men... [Toka He fo-
Opasach ;0 COOCTBEHHOTO XBOCTa!

M BOT mocpegm HOpOrm Jexxkaja TOYHO TaKasd
JKe 3Mesd, KaK IepBasd: 3e/l€Hasd, 1I0ONECKMBAIOLIA S
B JIyHHOM cBeTe. bbl1o 3aMeTHO, 4TO 3TO [JONIroe 3a-
IJIaTbIBaHIE OYEHb €€ YTOMMUIIO.
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Hety npuiy B ce6s1 He cpasy.

— O6oiiném eé o kparo! — npemmoxnn Tay.

Tax onu u cpenanu. JlyHa ocsemiana nyTb 1yd-
e BCAKOro ¢oHaps. VI oHM TOPOIIMBO 3alIarann
10 cepeOpUCTOIl OT JIYHHOI IBIIM HOPOTe, IO CTa-
POJ1 CYACT/IMBOI IOPOre, KOTOPOM BCETO-TO M HYX-
HO OBIIO, YTOOBI KTO-HUOYAb BpeMs OT BpeMeHN eé
CIIpaIlMBaJI:

— Kypa b1 Bepémb?

A oHa oTBevaa:

— Kypa xouemws, Tyna n npuseny. A Takas!
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