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[nara neppag

\ B
\é, rojoce Mucrepa 3JIOBpeIUHTa, IIOBEPEHHOTO

B JeJjiaxX, 3BydaJio pasgpaskeHue:

— W o uém Ke OHM pasroBapuBaioT? — CIIPOCHJ OH,
CJIOBHO Hamepén 3Hasd, YTO peub HAET O IIyCTAKAaX.

— O noOmIBalikax, — oTBeTuga Muccuc Meii.

OHU cTOANMU IIOA KUBOU M3TOPOABIO, CPeAr MOKPBIX
KOUYaHOB JPEBOBUIHOI KaIyCThl, KauaBIlleiics Ha BeTpy.
IleHb OBIJT TPOMOS3IJVIBIN, HAUYMHAJIO TEeMHETb, W JiaMIia
B OKHE AOMMKA Yy HOOHOMKHUSA XOJIMa CBeTHJia OCOOEHHO
IIPUBETJINBO.

— 3aech MOKHO pasOouTh (PPpYKTOBBIN cajg, — J00aBU-
Ja HeOpe:kHO Mmuccuc Meii, CJIOBHO ’KeJjlas IIepPeMeHUTh
TeMy.



— B mamiem ¢ BaMm Bo3pacTe, — 3aMETHJI MUCTEP
3JI0BpPeINHT, BCE eIé He OTPhIBafA IJIa3 OT OCBEIIEHHOTO
OKHA BHU3Y, — pas3yMHee CayKaThb I[BEThI, UeM IIJIOJOBLIE
IepeBba.

— BB Tak gymaere? — ckasaJja muccuc Meit u mo-
HUKe OMYCTHJIa KAOIOIIOH MJIMHHOTO NIMPOKOr0 HajbTo,
criacasich OT ITOpPBIBOB BeTpa. — Ho, BuamTe Jjm, A 3a-
BeIllaio 3TOT JOM eil.

— Komy — eii?

— KeliT, Moell IJIeMAHHUIIE.

— IlonarHo, — cKazaj mMucrep 3JIOBPeOIUHT M CHOBa
OpocuJ B3TJIAA Ha OCBEIEHHOe OKHO, BO3Jie KOTOPOTIO,
KaK OH 3HaJ, cumeja Kemnr.

CrpaHHBII PEOEHOK: CMOTPUT CKBO3b TeOsS IIMTHPOKO
PACKpPBITBIMU TJIa3aMM, OYATO He BUIUT, W YacaMM pas-
roBapuBaeT co crapbiM MolrmeHHuKoOM Tomom [[oGpoy,
KOTOPBIN HEKOrZa CJIYKHJ 3J4ech JiecHUKoM. IlomeBoJie
MIPUAEINDh B cMyIIeHne. YTo MOKeT OBITH OOIIEero, CIIpo-
CIJI OH ce0s, MeXKy TYIIOBATBIM CTaPUKOM U 3TOU KaITHO
cHyIIaolneil ero aeBoukoii? Bor y:ke (0OH B3TJIAHYJ Ha
Yachl) YaC C YeTBEPTHIO, KaK OHU CUIAT, IPUTHYBIINCH
IPYr K IPYry, Y OKHA M TOBOPSAT, TOBOPAT...

— O pobOmIBaiikax?.. — IMIOBTOPUJ MUCTEP SJIOBpe-
IUHT, TOYHO 3TO CJIOBO BCTPEBOXKMJIO ero. — Kaxux mo-
ObIBaiKax?

— Hy, sto Takaa mcrTopus, — HeOPeKHO cKasaja
muccuc Meii, OCTOPOKHO HNpodbUpasch MeXIAy HaOyXIITu-
MU OT HOKIA KOUaHAMM K BBIMOIIEHHOW KUPOUYOM JI0-
POKKe, — KOTOPYIO MBI C OpaToM pacCKas3bIBaJH APYT
Ipyry, Korga KUJu 37IeCh B JEeTCTBeE.

— B ®spbankc-Xoaae?

— IHa, y nBoroponuoit Tétu Copu. KeiiT oueHb Hpa-
BUTCSA 9Ta UCTOPUA.




— Ho nouemy eit B3mymasoch pacckasbiBaTh €€ Tomy
Hobpoy? — cmpocuy MucTep 3JI0BPEIUHT.

— Tomy? Ilouemy Ob1 M HerT? XOTsdA, IO IIpaBAe TIO-
BOPs, A AyMalo, JeJIo OOCTOUT KaK pas HaobOpPOT — 3TO
Tom pacckasbiBaeT e€ Keiir.

Crnenys 3a muccuc Meii 110 BBINIEPOJIEHHBIM KHUPIIHN-
yaM OOPOKKU, MHCTEP 3JOBPEIUHT IIOTPY3UJICSI B MOJI-
yapue. OH 3HaAJ 5Ty CEeMbIO IIOUTH BCIO CBOIO KU3HD,
W YeM JaJbllie, TeM dyJaKoBaTee BCe OHU €My Kal3aJlCh.

— Ho kT0 eé Brigyman? Brei?

— Kyga mue! — Muccuc Meii cMyIIéHHO paccMes-
adack. — CKopee Bcero eé npuaymas moiu opat. Ecau ato
BOOOIIEe BBIZYMEKA...

ITocnenume coBa KEeHIMWHA TPOU3HECJA €JI€ CJIBIIII-
HO, 1 MHUCTEP 3JOBPEAUWHT 3a HUX YXBATHUJICH.

— $1 He BIIOJIHE Bac MOHMMA. JTa UCTOPUS, O KO-
TOPO¥I BBl TOBOPUTE, OHA UTO — OCHOBAHAa Ha peajb-
HBIX (parkTax?




Muccuc Meit paccMmesiach.

— O HeT, (paKTBLI 5T HUKAK He MOTYT ObITh pPeaibHBI-
mu. Hukoum ob6pasom. — OHa cHoOBa IIycTuJIach B IIyTh,
IT00aBUB uepes ILIeYo: IIpocTo aTot crapuk, Tom [lo-
Opoy, MO-BUAMMOMY, 3HAJ HAIINX UYeJIOBEUKOB.

— Kaxux uemoBeukoB? Ilompomraek?

— He mompormmaex — mgo0ObIBaeK.

— IlomsaTHo, — cKasag Mucrep 3JOBPEAUHT, XOTS
HUYEero eMy IIOHATHO He ObIJIO.

— Mp1 HasBaau ux Ttak. — OOepHYBIINCH, MHCCUC
Meii momoskmajia, IOKa OH ¢ Hel mopaBHseTcA. — Bep-

Hee, OHU caMM TaK ce0s HasbIBaJU, MOTOMY UYTO Y HUX
He ObIJI0 HuUUero cBoero. Huuero. Jlaske mMmeHa oHH Opa-
Ju y Jgmoneii: B cemerictBe KypaunToB, Hampumep, ObLIn
oTel], MaTh M AOoYKa, m 3Baau ux Ilox, Xomumau m Ap-
pusTra. Ilo-Moemy, mpejiecTHbIE TMEHA.

— O ma, — AOBOJBHO CYXO OTO3BaJICS MHUCTEDP 3JIOB-
peauHT, a 3aTeM, BOIIPEKU CBOEH BOJIe, YJILIOHYJICA.

Emy BcmmoMHMIIOCH, UTO OHa Bcerjga JmobOmaa, IyCTh
1 MSATKO, NOATPYHUBATL HAjn JOAbMHU. Ilajke B IOHOCTH,
KOr'Jla OH HaXOOUJ €€ BecbMa NIpPUBJIEKATEJIbHOM, 3TO
IIPUBOAMNJIO €r0 B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO.

— BbI coBceM He M3MEHUJINCH, — 3aMETHUJI MUCTEP
3JI0BpPEeIUHT.

Muccuc Meii cpasdy mocepbésHeia.

— Ho He crTaHeTe Xe BbI OTPUIIATH, YTO PapOaAHKC-
Xoaa ObLI He TOJBKO CTapblii, HO U CTPaHHBINA.

— Crapslii — ga, HO He 0OoJiee CTPAHHBIN, YeM... —
OH B3IIAHYJ BHU3. — ...UYe€M, CKaKeM, 9TOT JOMUK.

Muccuc Meit paccmesiiach.

— Tyt KeifiT cormacmiaack Obl ¢ Bamu. OHa cuura-
€T 3TOT AOMHK TAKUM K€ CTPAaHHBIM, KaKUM MBI CUU-
ranu PspbanHkc-Xo0JJI, B TOUYHOCTH TaKUM Ke. 3Haere,
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B ®spbaHKCce Y Hac ¢ OpaToM c caMoro HaudaJja ObIJIO UyB-
CTBO, OyZITO B IoMe, IOMUMO JIOJell, JKUBYT eIlé KaKue-
TO UeJIOBeUeCKUe CYIIecTBa.

— Ho, — pasgpa:KEéHHO BOCKJMKHYJ MHUCTEP S3JI0-
BPeOUHI, — KaKas pasHHUIla MeXAY YeJIOBEUeCKUMU CYy-
iecTBaMu U JIOABMU? ITO OLJHO U TO Ke.

— Jlaguo, mpocTto apyrue cyimiectBa. Ilycts ropasmo
MeHbIIIe JIIO[el, HO BHeIIlHe IIOXO0KH1e Ha HUX, pasBe uTo
TOJIOBBI ITIOOOJIBIIIE Ja KHCTHU PYK M CTYIHU IOAJHNHHEe.
Ouenp MaJieHbKUEe M He3daMeTHBIe. MbI BooOpaskaam, 4To
JKUBYT OHHM, KaK MBIIIN, 34 CTEHHBIMM HaHEJAMM, WJIN
3a ILIMHTYCOM, WJIH IIOJ IIOJIOBUIlAMM... ¥ IIOJHOCTBIO 3a-
BHCST OT TOI'0, UTO UM YAAETCA CTAIUTh B JAOMe. XOTs
BOPOBCTBOM 3TO TOK€ HE HA30BEIIbL — OHM OpaJi TOJIbKO
TO, 03 4ero JIIOAU BIIOJIHE MOTIJIM OOONTUCD.

— Yrto wmMeHHO? — CHOPOCHJ MHCTEp J3JIOBpe-
OUHT ¥, BHE3aIIHO IIOYYBCTBOBAB ce0A HEJIOBKO, 000-
rHajg muccuc Meii, uToOBI yOpaTh ¢ e€ myTu mober Ky-
MaHUKH.

— O, campble padHble Belllu. JIroOble TPOAYKTHI, €CTe-
CTBEHHO, M PasHbIe APYyrue MeJIKNe IIpeaMeThbl, KOTOPLIe
MOYKHO OBIJIO CABMHYTH C MeCTa M KOTOPbIe MOTJU UM
IPUTOLUTHCSA, — CINYEUYHbIe KOPOOKM, OTPHIBKU KapaH-
maiieii, UTOJKM, JJOCKYTKH... BCE, M3 Uero0 MOXKHO cMa-
CTEPUTH OAEKAY, opyaue Tpyna uiam mebeab. Ham Ob110
X KaAJKO, IOTOMY YTO OHM I[€HUJIN KPACOTY U CTPEMMU-
JHCH CHejIaTh CBOUM TEMHBIE HOPKH TAaKUMHU K€ YIOTHBI-
MU U YOOOHBIMM, KaK JKuJauIna Jiogeii. Bpar crapaJjicsa
noMmoub uM. — Mmwuccuc Meil BHe3allHO CMYTHJach, TU-
XOHBKO paccMesijiach 1, 3allMHAasACh, TOUHO caMa He IIPu-
HUMAaJia BCETr'0 3TOT0 BCepPhE3, 3aKOHUMJIA: Bo Bcakom
ciyuyae, TaK OH MHe T'OBOPMJI.

— IlousaTHO, — CcHOBa CcKazaJl MUCTep 3JOBPEIUHT.




OHU TPUHAJNCH OOXOAUTH JOM, CTapasch He IIONACTh
IoJ KaIlJIv, IIaJaloiye C KPBIIIN.

— A npu uém Tyt Tom IloOpoy? — 3aroBopuJ OH
CHOBa, Korjga muccuc Meii 3agep:kajachk y OOUKHU OJis
TOXKJIEeBOM BOJBI.

Ona obepHyJach ¥ MOCMOTpPEJJA €My B JIUIIO.

— Hy He yauBuTesbHO J1 3T0? B M0EéM Bo3pacTe —
YyTh HE B CEMbAECAT JIeT — IOJYYUTH B HACJIEACTBO 3TOT
JOMUK M 3acTaTh 37ech xo3amHoM Towma.

— OH TYyT BOBCe He XO3SMH... BCETrO JINIIL BPEMeH-
HBIN JKUJIEeIl.

— ¥ xouy ckasaTtb, — mosacHuJa muccuc Meii, — BO-
o0111e 3acTaTh ero 3mech. B crapble BpeMeHa, KOrjga OHU
OblsIM MaJibumKaMu, ToM um OparT yacTo BMeCTe CTaBUJIN
KaIlKaHbl Ha KPOJUKOB... OHM MHOTO Uero mNpuaAyMbIBAJIN
BMeCTe, HO BCEMY 9TOMY IITPHUIIEJ KOHEIl... IIOCJEe CKaH-
maJa.

— O, — BOCKJUMKHYJ MHCTEp SJIOBPEIUHI, — 3HAa-
YUT, ObIJI CKaAHIAJ?

OHu cToAaM mepen U3BEAeHHOM HeIOoTOoI0i BXOIHOM
IBEephIO, 1, 3aMHTEPECOBABIINNCH, IIOMNMO CBOETro KeJa-
HUS IIOBEPEHHBIHA CHSJ PYKY CO IIEeKOJIIHI.

— Emé kKakxoii! — BOCKJIUKHY-
aa muccuc Meii. — f gymasa, BBI
cablmagu o6 aroMm. Jlamke moaucMeH
ObLI B HEro BTAHYT... Bbl IOMHU-
Te IpHU Pamsiikpa? Bca nmepeBHsa
TOJBKO 00 3TOM M roBopmaa. Kyxap-
Ka 1 CAJOBHUK KaKUM-TO 00pasom
MIPOHIOXAJIX O JIO00BIBAWIKAX M pe-
HINJIY BBIKYPUTh UX M3 A0MAa, OJs
Yero IIPUIJIACUJINU MECTHOTO KPBbI-
coJioBa U IocJgaau cioga 3a Tomom
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n ero XopbkoM. OH OBIT TOTZA eIe
MaJIbUNK, BHYK JIECHUKA, JIUIIb He-
HaMHOTO cTapille Hac ¢ OpaTom.

Muccuc Meii BHe3amHO IIOBEPHY-
Jach K IIOBEPEHHOMY:

— Jla He MOIJIM BbI HE CJLIIIATH
000 BCEM sTOM!

Mucrep 3j0BpeAUHT HaxMypujcsa. B mamaTru craim
BCILJIBIBATHh KaKHe-TO CMYTHBIE COAYXH... KaKasa-TO TJynas
NCTOPUSA, NPUKJIOUMBIIaAcA B PopbaHKce: KyxapKa Io
umenu [aiiBep unu [paiiBep, nponaska KaKUX-TO Bellel
U3 TOPKU B T'OCTHUHOM...

— UYT0o-TO CBABAaHHOE C 30JIOTBIMU YacaMU C U3YMPY-
namMu, ma?

— Jla, TOTOMY-TO OHM U TIOCJIAJN 3a MHOJIMCMEHOM.

— Ho, — mucrep 3J10BpeguHT eIlé CUJIbHEe HaxXMy-
pujicsa, — 3Ta ‘KeHInHa, [laliBep uIu...

— [HpaiiBep. IMmeHHO TaK e€ 3BaJu.

— WM »sTOoT camoBHUK... BBl XOoTHUTE cKa3aTh, YTO OHU
Bepuiu, OyATO STU UYEJIOBEUKU CYIIEeCTBYIOT Ha cCaMOM
nemae?

— Ilo-BmapmMmomy, Tak, — oTBeTumJia Mmuccuc Meit, —
nMHaUe OHU He cTaju ObI 3aBapMBaTh BCIO 9Ty KaIry.

— W uro ke mpousonuio? WUx moiimanu? Hert-Her,
s He 9TO uMeJ B Bunay! {1 mmesn B Bumy — ueM OHH OKa-
saauch? BepHo, MbImmamMmu?

— Mensa B To Bpemda He ObL1io B DspbOaHKCe, HO, IIO
cjoBaM OparTa, JOOBIBaliKM BBIOpAJINCh M3 JIOMa B CAMBIN
HOCJeHUN MOMEHT dYepes3 PeIleTKY B MOABAJbHOM OKO-
IeykKe... 3HaeTe, TaKNe OTBEPCTUA B KUPIUYHOMN KJam-
Ke, KOTOphle naeJyiailoT mjd BeHTuaAnuu. OHu mpoberxa-
Jau yeped (PPYKTOBBIN cajl, IIOAHAJNUCH II0 CKJIOHY XOJIMa
W YIIJHA B IIOJIA.
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Mwuccuc Meit oryissHyJIach 110 CTOPOHaAM: CYMEPKU CIy-
HIAJUCh BCE OOJIBIIIE.

— Kro-HubOyap ux BUAEJ? — CIPOCUJ MUCTEP 3J0-
BPeIUHT.

— Her.

IloBepeHHBITT KMHYJ OBICTPBIN B3IJISAL Ha OKYTAaHHBIE
TYMaHOM CKJIOHBI: TOHYBIIIE B IIOJIyMpPaKe Jieca I103aau
OJIeTHBIX IIOJIeH Kal3aJIMCh COBCEM UEPHBLIMM, — U 3aKJIIO-
YT

— Beaxwu, BOT 4TO 3TO Takoe OBIJIO CKOpee BCero.

— BosmosxHO, — He cTaja cmopuTh Muccuc Meit
M OTOILJIA OT HEero K NIPHCTPOEHHOH K AOMY IIpadeu-
HOI, Tygha, I'le yTpoM paboune OTPBLIJIN BOJOCTOUHYIO
TpyOoy. — Ilo-moemy, sTa TpyOa mOCTAaTOUYHO INHUPOKAd,
yTOOBI MCIIOJIB30BATH €€ B KaueCTBe KaHAJIM3aI[MOHHOI.

— IITmporkas — ma, — cCOIJIaCHJICS MUCTep SJoBpe-
OUHT, TJISAAA Ha TJINHAHBIE CeKIMU TPYyOLI, — HO CaHU-
TapHbI MHCIEKTOP HHU 34 YUTO STOT0 He AOIIYCTUT: BCe
CTOUYHBIE TPYObI B 5TUX Kpasdx HUAYT IPIMUKOM B PeEKY.
Her, 60roch, BaM OpUAETCA IIOCTAaBUTh OUYMCTHOM Oak.

— Taxk gna dero torzga Owlia sTa TpyoOa?

Muctep 3I0BpeAuHI KUBHYJ Ha IIPAYEUHYIO.

— g BoABI OT CTUPKHU W, BO3MOXKHO, U3 CYAOMOM-
Hu. — W, B3IJISHYB HaA Yachl, IIPEAJIOKIII: IToaBesTn
Bac? Y e JOBOJILHO IIO3IHO.

— BbI oueHb JII00€3HBI, — MoOJIarogapmja MICCHUC
Meii, B To BpeMsa KaK OHHU IIIJIM OOpaTHO K JBEpPH.

— 9TO IIPOCTO HECJBIXaHHO, — BO3Bpalllasich K HX
pasroBOpPY, CKasajl MUCTep 3JOBPEAUHT, OIIyCKasd PYKY
Ha IIeKOJITY.

— CorilacHa ¢ BaMMu.

— { umero B BUAy — OOUTH IO TOTO, UTOOBLI BBIBHLI-
BaTh ImojucmeHa. HeBeposaTHo.
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— BBbI coBepIlleHHO IIpaBbl, — cKazajia muccuc Meii
U IIPUHAJACH BEITUPATh 00YBh O KYCOK MEIIKOBUHBI, Jie-
KaBIINM BO3Jie CTYIeHEeK.

Mucrtep SJa0BpeAMHI BIIVIAHYJ Ha CBOU OOTHHKMU
¥ IIOCJIeJIOBAJI €€ IIpuMepy.

— Bamr 6paT, mo:KHO OBITH, YMeJI YOe:KIAaTh CJIyIIa-
TeJen.

— O na.

— U O6bL11 0OJBIION BBIAYMIITUK.

— Emeé kaxoii! Ilo ero caosam, cylecTBoBaJia Iiejasi
KOJIOHUSA dTUX 4UesoBeuKoB. OH paccKasbIBaJ MHE U O APY-
TOli ceMbe — POJCTBEHHHKAX TeX, KTO KU B MDopbank-
ce, — KoOTopas, KaKk AyMaJiu, IIOCeJHIjJach B Oapcydbei
HOpe... 3JleCh HeIloZaJIEKy, Ha omylike Jieca. [ana XeH-
napupu u Tetd Jlronu... — OHa MCKoca B3TJIAHYJa Ha MU-
crepa 3JgoBpeAuHTra. — ¥ HHX OBIJIO YEeTBEpPO JeTeH...

— Ilo cioBam Barmiero 6para, — CKENTHYECKHU 3aMe-
TUJ MHUCTEP 3JIOBPEIMHT M CHOBA IIPOTSIHYJI PYKY K IIe-
KoJIze.

— W mo caoBam craporo Toma, — 3acmessach MUC-
cuc Meii m moHusua rojoc. — Crapeiii Tom KiIsHETCH,
YTO BCE 9TO — HCTHHHAas IpaBla, HO YTBEp:KIaeT, UTO
JKUJIM OHU BOBCe He B Oapcyubeill HOpe — ma’ke eciiu
M JKUJIU, TO COBCEM HeI0JITO, — a 3a CTeHKOM BO3Jie oda-
ra, MeXJIy KJaAKON M HITYKAaTypPKOM.

— Karkoro ouara? — TpPEBOXKHO CIIPOCHUJI MUCTEP
3JI0BPEUHT.

— 9roro, — oTBeTmJa muccuc Meii miémorom, pac-
maxmuBas ABePb. — 37eCh, B 9TOM CaMOM JOME.

— 3aech, B 3TOM CaMOM JOOMeE... — HU3YMJIEHHO IIO-
BTOPUJI IIOBEPEHHBIA 1 OTCTYIIUJ B CTOPOHY, UTOOBI IIPO-
nycTuTh Muccuc Meii, a caM BBITAHYJI BIEPE] IIel0 U 3a-
TJITHYJI B KOMHATY, He IIepecTymas Iopora.
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Tuxasa KomMHaATa Kasajach IIyCTOM: JKEJTHIA CBET
JaMIIbl JUJICA Ha KaMeHHBLIN II0JI, B oyare TJeJu YIJIU.
Y oKHa Jeskajia IrpyJa OpeXOBbIX IIPYTbeB, OUMIIEHHBIX
OT KOPBI M PACHIENJEHHBIX, — 3aroTOBKH IJIA KPbIII;
BO3JIe HUX CTOSJIO JepeBsSHHOe Kpecso. BoT BcE, uTo OHU
sameruau. HeokumaHHO M3 TEMHOTO yrjia y odara BO3-
HukJjga Kemnr.

— A, sT0 BBI... — IlOXO0KE, OHaA coOupaJsach cKa3aThb
YTO-TO €IlE€, HO TYT €€ B3TJIAL, CKOJb3HYB MUMO MICCUC
Meii, ynan Ha mucrepa 3JI0BpedUHTa, BCE eINE TOIITaB-

mierocsi y mopora. — $1 mpoBepumiia IBIMOXOJI.
— 9TO A BHKY — y Tebds Ha JUIle ca’ka.
— IMa? —  pPaBHOAYIIIHO

oTro3BaJsiachk KelT, xXoTd rJiasa
eé OJiecTesn OT BO3OYKIEHUS
W, CyAd II0 BceMy, OHa He MOT-
Ja OOXKIaTbCs, KOIga MUCTEP
3JI0BpeIUHT 3aKpPOeT IBepb
1 YUOET COBCEM.

Muccuc Meii B3rjasHyJa Ha
OycToe Kpecjio, a 3aTeM — Ha
IBepPb B IpPadyeuHYIo.

— T'me Tom?

— Ilomen HOKOPMUTD
cBuHbio. — Ke#T mnomosua-
Ja, IIOTOM, He yAepiKaBIIUCH,
BeITaJinaa: — PasBe Ham 00s-
3aTeJibHO y:Ke exarhb? Tyr ue-
pe3 1IIoJie Bcero JBa Imara,
a MHe YyKacHO HYYKHO YTO-TO
BaM IIOKAa3aThb...

Mucrep 3J0BpeAWHI B3TJIfA-
HYJI Ha Yachl.




— YT0 X, B TaKOM CJy4Yae...

— Ha, moskanyiicta, He KAWUTe HAC, — BBIPBAJIOCH
y muccuc Meii. — Kak rosoputr Keiit, 1o JleiiTon-Bas-
3apJa Bcero aBa Immara...

— d TonbKO XOTes cKasaTb, — 0OecCTPacTHO I0-
0aBuJI MucTEp SJOBPEAUHI yxKe C IIopora, 3acTErmBas
majJbTO, — UYTO, IOCKOJIbKY Aopora ciofa Takas y3kasd,
a KaHaBbI IIOJHBI BOJbBI, IIOEAY BIEPEN M IOLOKAY Bac
y nepekpéctka. Hamerochb, BbI YCJBIIINTE T'yA0K?

— Jla-nma, pasdymeercsa. Conacu6o... KoHeuHo, Mbl Oy-
IeM IIPUCIAYHINBATHCH...




Korga nBeph 3a moBepeHHBIM 3aKpbLiach, KeilT cxBa-
Tujaa muccuc Meli 3a pyKy U HeETepIIeJNBO IIOoTallluJja
K ouary.

— MHe cToaBKO Hamo pacckasaTh BamM. CTOJBKO,
CTOJIBKO...

— Mpbr He ObLIM TPYOBI C MHCTEPOM 3JIOBPEIWH-
rom? — BcCTpeBoxkujaach muccuc Meii. — MbI He IIPO-
rHAJIU ero?

— Yro BBI! KOoHeuno, Het! Bl Tak KpacuBo 1modJaro-
napuau ero. Ho mocmorpuTe cioza, mosKajyucra.

OrnycTtuB pyry muccuc Meii, KeiiT KuHyIach BOepén
M, IBIXTSA OT HANPSAKEHNA, OTTAIINJIA OT CTEHBLI JPOBI-
HOM JiIaph, CTOABHIINU pAAOM Cc ouyarom. I'stazaM OTKPBI-
JIOCh OTBEPCTHE C OCTPOYTOJBHBIM BEPXOM B MJIMHTYCE
IO, TTaHeJIbIO.

— Bort rge oum xuiamn!..

Muccuc Meii moMUMO BOJIM HOUYBCTBOBaJia CTPaHHOE
BOJIHEHUE U, IJIANsA BHU3, Ha KPBICUHYIO OBLIPY, CKasaja
HeyBEepPEeHHO:

— He caenyer ObITH JieTKOBepHBbIMU, KeliT. S xouy
CKas3aTb, HEJIb3s BEPUTh abCOJIOTHO BCEMY, UTO MBI CJIBI-
muM. ThI JKe 3HaeIllb, YTO TOBOPAT o cTapoM Towme.

— TI'me, B nmepeBue? Jla 3Ha[O A, YTO OHU TOBOPST:
«CaMBIii OTBHABJEHHBINA JITYH B OATH TrpadcTBax», —
HO BeJb I'OBOPUTH TaK CTaJM m3-3a HoObIBaek. IloHmMae-
Te, BHAUaJie OH BCeM O HUX pacCKasbIBajl, a He CcJeaoBa-
go. O gymai, JogaM OyageT MHTepPecHO, HO MM BOBCe He
ObIJIO MHTEPECHO... HU KalleJbKU: OHU €My IPOCTO He Be-
puau. — KelT omycTuiachk Ha KOJEHU M, TSAMKEJIO ObIIIA,
garysiHyJsia B Apipy. — Ilo-moemy, ObIJI TOJBKO OOWH uUe-
JOBeK, Kpome Toma, KOTOPBIN BepuJ B HOOLIBAEK.

— Tsl umeentb B Buay mwmccuc JlpaiiBep, KyXapKy
n3 Pspbankca?
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KeiiT Haxmypujach 1, BBLIIPAMUBIINCH, CeJla Ha
OATKH.

— Her, Bpang iam mwuccuc [IpaiiBep HO-HACTOAIIEMY
BepuJa B HuX. §I 3Har, 4TO OHA WX BuUAeJia, HO, AyMalo,
He MoBepumJja cBouM ryiazaM. HeT, s TOBOpPIO O APYroM
yeJoBeKe — O IipIraHe mo mnpo3Buiny Kpusonn I'jas.
OH BBITPAXHYJ MX M3 OOTMHKA Ha II0J CBOero (Qypro-
Ha U YBHUJEJ OPAMO y ceds moa HocoM. Kakme y:K TyT
comHeHusA? OH mompoOoBajJl UX CXBATUTH, ToBOPUT Tom:
XOTeJI MOCaAuTL HaIIuX NOOLIBaeK B KJETKY U IOKAa3bI-
BaTh Ha sApMapKe 3a JeHbI'd, HO OHM yCKOJb3HyJau. Ko-
HEeYHO, ¢ moMmoIlnbio Crmiaaepa.

— A Kt1o Takoii Cnumiep? — cupocuja muccuc Meii,
BCE eIll€é 3aBOPOKEHHO TJIALSA HA KPBICUHYIO ABIPY.

— B&uI He cabimanu o Couiniepe? — yauBuiaach Keir.

— Her.

— O! Counnep — HacTosAIlee 4yno!

— He comueBaiock. — Muwuccuc Meli mopgraIimia
K cebe CTYJI C IJIETEHBIM CHUIEHbEM U TAMKEJIO OIIYyCTH-
Jachb Ha Hero. — Ho He 3a0niBaii: Bbl ¢ TomoMm pasroBa-
puBaeTre IeJbIMU OHSIMU, s Ke He COBCEM B Kypce COOBI-
Tuii... Kem ou cumraincs, stor Couiep? JoObIBaiiKoi?

— OH uM u OBLJI, HO — KakK OBI 5TO cKas3aThb? — OUu-
KHM: KHIJI TJe IPULETCA, OeBaJjics B BOHIOUME KPOTOBLIE
HIKYPBLI W, €CJIU YeCTHO, HUKOTIJa He MbIJICH...

— OH MHe IIoYeMy-TO He KasKeTcad TAaKUM YK YyIOM.

— Oii, uto BBI! OH cberan 3a Tomom, u Tom KuHyII-
cA Tyda M cIlac UX: CXBATUJ C IoJia MPAMO M3-II0J HOoca
y ObITAaH WU B COOCTBEHHOM KapMaHe IIPUHEC cioga —
Bcex ueTBepbIx: Crnmiiepa, Ilogza, Xomuaum u Appusrt-
Ty. — KelT mpUTOIIHYyJa HOTOU II0 TEILJIBIM KaMeHHBIM
nautram mmoaa. — Ha ato camoe mecrto. ITorom oHuU, Gen-
HIXKKHN, yOerKaJau 3a CTeHY uepes3 9Ty KPBICUHYIO ILIPY
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1 3a0paJjinch IO KPOIIEUYHON JIeCTHUIlE HaBepx, Tynha, I'ae
KU UX POLUYMN...

Heoxxupmanuo KellT BcKoumjia Ha HOI'M UM, BBITSIHYB
PYKY BBepX, IIOCTydajia II0 HITYKaTypKe Bo3Jie odara.

— Wx nmom, sTtux popuueii, Obla rae-To 3aech. Ilo-
BOJILHO BBICOKO. OHM KMJIM Ha JABYX 3JTarkaxXx MEKIY
CTEHKOU IIpauyedyHOM U 3TOu cTeHKoI. Tom rosBopur,
OHU IIOJIB30BAJIUCL BOJOM M3 TPYOBI, UTO HUAET OT Oaka
Ha KPBIIIe B IpavyeuHyIo, IIPOJejaB B Hell ALIPKU C 3a-
TeIYKaMMu. AppusTTe He HPaABUJIOChL TaM, HaBepxy,
M OHA KaKIbII Beuep CIyCcKaJach IOTHUXOHBKY cloga
u O6osirana ¢ Tomom. Ho mama cemba — KypaHTbl —
HeJOoJITO TYyT ocTaBaJjach. lloHMMaeTe, IIPOM30IIIO Koe-
YTO yIKacHoe...

— PacckaspiBail ;xe, — moropomnujga muccuc Meii.

— Hawm He ycmeTrb: Mmucrtep 3J0BpPEeIUHI BOT-BOT HAU-
HET HEPBHUYATh, — Jla 1 PacCKas3bIBAaTh IIPO 3TO JOJIKEH
crapsiii ToM, KOTOpPBIi, ITOX0Ke, BCE MPO HUX 3HAET —
Iaske TO, YTO OHU TOBOPWJIM M AeJiajid, KorJga UX HUKTO
He BHUOEJ.

— Jla, OH IIPUPOKIEHHBIN pacCKa3unlK, — paccMmes-
agacbk muccuc Meii. — W pasbupaercda B Jgwoogax. Korza
IPUXOAUTCA OOPOThCA 3a KU3Hb, JIOIU BeIyT ce0sa Omu-
HaKOBO — KOHEYHO, COTJIACHO CBOEMY XapaKTepy U TeM-
ImepaMeHTy — He3aBHCHMO OT pocTa M OOIIeCTBEeHHOTO
OJIOYKEeHU .

Muccuc Meii HaKJOHMJIACH BIIEPED, CJIOBHO coOmpa-
Jach IIOJIy4YIlle pacCcMOTpPeTh IJIMHTYC, U JoOaBmJja:

— JlaKke d MOTy IIpeACTaBUThL cebe, UTO YyBCTBOBAJIa
XoMuamn, JUIMEHHASA AOMAIITHEI0 KPOBa M BCEr'o CBOEro
mo0pa, OKas3aBINUCH IIepel] 9TOM TEMHOI ALIPOoii... A Ha-
BEPXY POJACTBEHHHKU, KOTOPbLIe BOBCE €€ He KIAYT M KO-
TOPBLIX OHA HE BUAeJIa yiKe TBICAUY JIeT.
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