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Hoporve npy3bs!

MpenctaBna BaMm anbbom ¢ poTtorpadpuamm nodbeautenein n GUHaNNCTOB YEeTBEPTOro KOH-
Kypca Pycckoro reorpaduyeckoro obuectsa «Camasa kpacueas cTpaHa».

MHorga Hac cnpawmvBaloT: Mo4YemMy Mbl BbiOpany MMEHHO Takoe 6eCKOMMPOMUCCHOE Ha3Ba-
Hme? OTBevy: 30eCb HET NpeyBenuyeHus. Poccmsa OencTBUTENbHO YHUKANbHAs CTpaHa, Kpa-
coTa 1 Benuyme KOTOPOM M3 BEKa B BEK BAOXHOBSIOT, MoOyXAaloT K CO3UAAHUID MNO3TOB U
XyOOXHUKOB, WCTOPWUKOB W MbIChuUTenen, reorpados
M NyTeleCTBEHHNKOB.

Mo3naBass Poccuio, MOXHO OeckoHeyHO nboBaTbCs
KPUCTaNbHOMN YNCTOTOW €e 03ep, MOLLbIO MNOJIHOBOAHbLIX
PEeK, MHOIOLBETLEM HXHbIX CTENen n HeOPOCKOM TOHKOW
KpacOoTON CPEOHEPYCCKUX NEn3axen.

HacTosiwas kpacoTa BOCNPUHMUMAETCS He TOJIbKO rnasa-
Mu. OHa HacbiwaeT cobo aylly, HaMoJIHAET ee CBOUM
COBEPLUEHCTBOM U XUBUTENIbHOW CUJSION.

Hepnapom ppesHerpedeckuninn uenutenb n ¢unocod mn-
rnokpart roBopwil: «Bpay neuut, npupoaa ncuensiet». Itun
CNnoBa B MOJIHOW Mepe OTHOCATCS KO BCEMY MHOroobpa-
310 KpacoTt Poccuun, cpegy naHgwadToB U KnmmaTuye-
CKMX 30H KOTOPOW Kaxabli MOXeT HanTu ansa cebsa Te
MecTa, 4To ONM3KK ero cepauy.

MHe, Hanpumep, 0COOBEHHO HPABATCH OUKNE HEXOXEHbIE
yronkn Cubupwu, roe HaegmHe C NepBO34aHHOW MpPUpo-
OO MCNbITbiIBaElb YyBCTBO CBOOOAbI U rapMOHUMN, rae
HET CyeTbl N ObILNTCSA NOJIHOW rpyablo.

TaexHble neca n apkKTU4eCkme MyCTblHW, HEMPUCTYMHbIE
ropbl U OOLIMPHBLIE MOPSA — MWUIMOHbLI KBagpaTHbIX Ku-
nometpoB ot KanuHuHrpaga goo Kamyatkm — Bce 3TO
Poccusa! OHa noucTtuHe Benn4yecTBEHHa U HeobbaATHA!
YT100bI OTKPbLITb MUPY €€ HEMOBTOPMMOE 04apOBaHWE, Mbl YHETBEPTLIN o4, NPOBOANM Hall ¢O-
TOKOHKYpC. U Kaxabln pa3 noslydaem TbiCAYM BENUKOSEMNHbIX CHUMKOB, HABESIHHbIX BOOXHOBE-
HMEM 1 XenaHnem JOCTUYb HEN3BEOAaHHbIX FOPU3OHTOB.

Mocturamte Poccuio BMeCTe C HamMu, He OCTaHaBMBanWTeCb B CBOMX YCTpemMneHusx!
MycTb BNepean y Bac OyAeT MHOIMO HOBbIX AOPOr, SIPKMX OTKPbLITUIA U, KOHEYHO, NOTpsicalo-
wmx ¢potorpadpuin!

Mpe3naeHT Pycckoro reorpadpumyeckoro oouecraa
Cepren KyxyretoBuy LLownry



Dear friends!

| am proud to present herewith the aloum with the pictures taken by the winners and finalists
of the fourth competition “The Most Beautiful Country” of the Russian Geographical Society.

You may ask, “Why did you choose such an uncompromising title for the contest?” | would
answer that this is no exaggeration. Russia is a unique country, indeed, whose beauty and
grandeur has been inspiring and motivating, century after century, the poets, artists, histori-
ans, thinkers, geographers and travellers.

The more you get to know Russia, the more you feast your eyes on its crystal-clear lakes, its
powerful and abundant rivers, the colourful steppes of its South and the subtle and simple
beauty of Central Russian landscapes.

You don’t perceive the real beauty with just your eyes. It satiates the soul with its perfection,
and infuses new blood into your heart.

Hippocrates, the ancient Greek healer and philosopher, once said, “The physician treats, but
nature heals”. This can be applied fully to the wide variety of Russia’s beauties. Among its
landscapes and climatic zones, you will certainly find the places to your liking.

My favourites, for instance, are the wild and untrodden corners of Siberia, where the pristine
nature fills you with the sense of freedom and harmony. There is no fuss here, and you may
breathe as deep as you can.

The taiga forests and the arctic deserts, the hard-to-reach mountains and the vast seas, all
of them occupying millions of square kilometres between Kaliningrad and Kamchatka, this is
what Russia looks like. It is really magnificent and immense! For the fourth subsequent year,
we have been running our photo competition to let the world discover its unique charm. We
have been receiving thousands of wonderful pictures, which are full of inspiration and the de-
sire to reach the unexplored horizons.

Come to know Russia with us and do not hold your aspiration! Let you have many new roads,
bright discoveries and, of course, amazing photos ahead!

Sergey Kuzhugetovich Shoigu
President of the Russian Geographical Society



Xiopu IV dboTOKOHKYpCa
Pycckoro reorpadpuyeckoro oowecrea
«Camasa KkpacuvBas cTpaHa»

CEPrEN roPLLKOB

MNPEACELATEJIb XIOPUN ®OTOKOHKYPCA,
®OTOMPA® ANKOW NPUPOAbI

«XopoLume CHUMKW MoJsly4aroTcs Toraa, Koraa
y 4esioBeka eCTb WCKPEeHHee xesaHue ¢GoTo-
rpagupoBaTtb, TEPHEHNE Y YMEHNE B3r/IaHYTb
Ha 0bblgeHHbIe BeLn 0COObIM B3/ 0M».

KOHCTAHTUH 3PHCT

MPOAIOCEP, CLLEHAPUCT, FrEHEPAJIbHbIM
JONPEKTOP OAO «[EPBbI KAHAJT»

«Bbbls10 HENpPocTo BbIGpaTh ayylune poTorpa-
dumn cpean pabot puHanmcToB. Bce cHumkn
Obl/IN JOCTATOYHO BbICOKOIro KkayecTtBa. Xore-
J710Cb Obl, 4TOObI PaboTbl y4acTHUKOB «CamMori
KpacuBOU CTpaHbl» YBUAEN BO BCEM MUPE>.

AHOPEN KOHYAJIOBCKUM
KNHOPEXWCCEP, CLIEHAPUCT

«Camoe LieHHoe, Koraa Ha CHUMKe yaaeTcs
3are4arsieTb MrHOBEHUS XU3HWU, BHYTPEHHUL
MUP 4YesioBeka, aIMoLMIo cutyaumn. B aeTckmx
paboTtax s obpallasn BHUMaHNe He CTOJIbKO Ha
9CTETUKY, CKOJIbKO Ha CrOCOBHOCTb pebeHKa
yBUAETb MUP C HEOObIYHOIro, HeAOCTYNHOro
B3pOCJIOMY B3I/ISAY pakypca».

3EJIbPUPA TPEIFYJIOBA

WCKYCCTBOBE[, NEHEPAJIbHbIA AVNPEKTOP
rOCYLAPCTBEHHOWM TPETbAKOBCKOW
FAJIEPEN

«poTorpapus — yaMBUTESIbHbIV BUL MCKYC-
CTBa, KOTOPLIV MO3BOJIAET TEM, Y KOro €CThb
4yBCTBO BKyCa U rpogpeccnoHain3m, Bblysie-
HUTb MHTEPECHbIE PaKypPChbl, MOMEHTbI, MOTHBbI
M CKOMIMOHOBATb BCE 3TO B OKOLLKE KaMephbl.

A Kkorga peydb uaet o0 ToM, 4T00bl CHUMATb
PEAKUX XWLLIHWUKOB U/ MOrPYyXaTbCs ros BoAy,
TO 37O elle v Hekoe rpeogosieHne cebs, Ha
KOTOpOE CroCcObHbI HE BCE».

SERGEY GORSHKOV

CHAIRMAN OF THE JURY, WILDLIFE
PHOTOGRAPHER

“Good shots are taken when you have

a sincere desire to photograph, as well as
patience and the ability to take a fresh look at
everyday things”.

KONSTANTIN ERNST

PRODUCER, SCREENWRITER,
GENERAL DIRECTOR OF CHANNEL ONE

“It wasn’t easy to choose the best photos
among the works of the finalists. All the pic-
tures were of really high quality. It would be
great if the works of the participants of the
“Most Beautiful Country” were seen all over
the world”.

ANDREI KONCHALOVSKY
FILM DIRECTOR, SCREENWRITER

“It’'s the most valuable thing, when you man-
age to capture the moments of life, the inner
world of a man, the emotion of a particular
situation. When evaluating the children’s
works, | paid less attention to aesthetics while
mostly focusing on the ability of a child to see
the world from an unusual perspective that is
inaccessible to the adult view”.

ZELFIRA TREGULOVA

ART HISTORIAN, GENERAL DIRECTOR
OF THE STATE TRETYAKOV GALLERY

“Photography is an amazing kind of art that
allows those people who have a sense of
taste and professionalism, to isolate interest-
ing foreshortenings, moments, motifs and ar-
range it all in the camera window. And when
it comes to shooting rare predators or diving
under water, is also a kind of overcoming
yourself. Not everyone is capable of this”.



Jury of the 4th photo contest
“The Most Beautiful Country”
of the Russian Geographical Society

OALUN HAMAOAKOB
CKYNBMNTOP, XYOOXHUK

«[MoctmxeHne Poccumn yepe3 acTeTuky ¢doTo-
rpaguii — noxasyv, Tak MOXHO cka3aTb 00
OTOM KOHKypce. HeBeposiTHble Bubl, Mac-
wtab, kpacota, OT KOTOPOV 3axBaTbiBAET AyX.
lMoTtpscarowye!»

MBAH KYPUHHOM
MOPTPETHbIV ®OTOIPA®D

«XoyeLlb rnosHartb Poccuio — CMOTPU Ha Jlto-
Jevi. Kak noptpetHsbii poTorpag s ¢ 0cobbiM
BOCTOProM pasr/isiablBasl CHUMKU B HOMUHALM-
ax «Poccusi B nvuax» n «Hapoabl Poccumn» —
spKue, XuBble, CaMOObITHbIE, Te, Ha KOTOPbIX
nepenaHbl UICKPEHHNE SMOLNN».

AEHUC BYbKOB

DOTOrPA® ANKOW MPUPOAbLI, MOBEOUTESb
I POTOKOHKYPCA PIro «CAMAA KPACVBA4A
CTPAHA»

«nsas Ha paboTbl y4aCTHUKOB (POTOKOHKYPCa,
MOHMMaeLLb, HACKOJIbKO OrpPOMHa U Kpacusa
Hawa ctpaHa. CJI0XHO BbI6paTb cpeam MHO-
roobpa3susi BeJIMKOENHbIX CHUMKOB JNLLIb
HECKOJIbKO J1yHLLmnX!»

AHAOPEW HAPYYK
NOABOAHbIN GOTOrPAD

«Bonpekn pacnpocTpaHeHHOMY MHEHWIO
nogBoaHas ¢potorpapusi 4OCTYrNHA HE TOJIb-
KO y3KOMYy Kpyry rnpogeccmnoHanoB. CHuMaThb
MOXHO Be3fe, Aaxe B HeOO/bLLINX BOAOEMaXx,
PacrosoXeHHbIX PSAOM C BalLuvM oMOoM. [1o-
POV UMEHHO Takue Kaapbl rnosy4aroTcsl caMbi-
MU UHTEPECHbIMU!»

DASHI NAMDAKOV

SCULPTOR, ARTIST

“Comprehension of Russia through the pho-
tographic aesthetics, that is how the competi-
tion can be described. Incredible pictures and
breathtaking views, and the grandest scale,
all of this is really amazing!”

IVAN KURINNOY
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER

“If you want to know Russia, have a look at
its people. As a portrait photographer, | was
particularly enthusiastic when viewing the pic-
tures in the “Faces of Russia” and “Peoples
of Russia” categories. They are vivid, lively
and authentic, and convey sincere emotions”.

DENIS BUDKOV

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER, WINNER OF THE
3RD PHOTO CONTEST “THE MOST BEAUTIFUL
COUNTRY” OF THE RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL
SOCIETY

“While looking at the works of the contest
participants, you understand how huge
and beautiful our country is. It is difficult to
choose just a few best images from among
a variety of magnificent pictures!”

ANDREI NARCHUK
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHER

“Contrary to popular belief, the underwater
photography is not something available to a
narrow circle of professionals. You can shoot
everywhere, even in small reservoirs near
your place. And such photos are sometimes
even more interesting!”




HOMMUHaAUMNN KOHKYpPCa

AukKue XUBOTHbIE

MTuubl

Menszax

Makpomup

MoaBogHbIN MUP

Poccusa ¢ BbICOTHI
nTUYbEero nonerta

competition categories

Wild animals

Birds

Landscape

Macroworld

Underwater world

Bird’s eye view
of Russia

20

32

46

58

70



Mewepnbl

Poccuga B nuuax

KopeHHble
N MaJIOYMCJIEHHbIe
Hapoabl Poccumn

KyneTypHOe
Hacneave

9Tn 3a0aBHbIe
XXUBOTHbIE

Mup B Hawmnx pykax

CneuwnanbHbii Npus
«Jly4LUNA IOHBIU

doTorpad»

Caves

Faces of Russia

Indigenous peoples

of Russia

Cultural heritage

Those funny animals

World in our hands

Special prize: “Best

Young Photographer?”

84

96

108

120

132

144

156
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«OTpaxeHue»

aBTop: Muxaunn HUTULLUNHCKNIA

MEeCTO CbEMKMN: HAUMOHasbHbIN Napk «Pycckas
ApkTuka», apxunenar 3emns dpaHua-Nocuda,
ApxaHrenbckas 061acTb

Yepes o6bekTUB kamepbl poTorpad CcMOTPUT Ha
OoTpaxeHve measens B BOAE, a 3Bepb B 3TO Bpe-
M$I CMOTPUT Ha Hero.

“Reflection”

author: Mikhail Nitishinsky

location: Russian Arctic National Park, Franz Josef Land,
Arkhangelsk Region

The photographer looks at the reflection of a bear
in the water through the camera lens, and the bear
looks at him at the same time.



«JlepsiHaqa KnewHa»

asTop: HUkonam NepHer

MECTO CbEMKM: HAUMOHAsbHbIN Napk «Pycckas ApkTuka»,
apxunenar 3emns ®paHua-Nocuda, ApxaHrenbckas 061actb

benbii Mmegsenb nporynamBaeTca B MOUCKax ML Nno
KpOMKe Jibga p4aaoM C oonbLLINM aﬁCGGDFOM, HarnomMm-
HaloLWMM KNeLHIO.

“lce claw”

author: Nikolay Gernet
location: Russian Arctic National Park, Franz
Josef Land, Arkhangelsk Region

A polar bear strolls in search of food along
the ice edge next to a large iceberg resem-
bling a claw.

OVNKUE XXMBOTHbIE 1
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«JTioGonbITCTBO»

asTop: Mnxamn Kopocrtenen

MecTo cbeMKku: KOxHo-KamyaTckmin penepanbHblia
3aKka3Huk umeHun TuxoHa Lnunnenka, Kamuarckuin kpamn

doTorpad ocTaBun Kamepy Ha MeSIKoBOAbe PAOAOM
C MenBexbei TPonon u CnpATanca B HECKOJIbKUX
MeTpax OT BOAOEeMa, BOOPYXWMBLUMCb CUCTEMON Ou-
CTaHLUMOHHOIO ynpaBneHus. YeTblpe MenBexXOoHKa,
KOTOpbIE LN BOOJSIb PEKM CO CBOEM Mamoii, 3amMeTu-
N1 B BOAE HeoObl4HbIV npeameT. Bapocnaa xuuHuua
OoCTaHOBMNACb M CTana BbicMaTpuBaTb pbIBy B peke,
a mMegBexarta NPUHANNCbL UrpaTb ¢ GOTOKaAMEPOIA.

“Curiosity”

author: Mikhail Korostelev

location: South Kamchatka Wildlife Reserve named
after Tikhon Shpilenok, Kamchatka Territory

The photographer had left the camera in shal-
low water next to the bear path and hid a few
metres from the reservoir, armed with a remote
control system. Four cubs walked along the
river with their mother and noticed an unusual
object in the water. The adult predator stopped
and began to look out for fish in the river, and
the cubs began to play with the camera.



«Jlacka B pynne»

asTop: AnekcaHap lNoranos

MECTO CbeMKMN: MbITULLMHCKUI panoH, MockoBckas
obnacTtb

JlTacka — camblil ManeHbKNN XULLHWK CPpeau BCex
Mnekonutarowmx. NMpn aToM 04eHb NOBKUA U ObiC-
Tpbii! Ha ¢poTorpadun nacka B 6€N10CHEXHOM 3UM-
HEeM Hapsae BbirisgabiBaeT U3 aynaa ctaporo ayoa.
Ewe napa cekyHn — u «6enas MONHUS» NPOOOSIXKNT
cBOW Oer no cTBoJlaM OepPEBbLEB.

“Weasel in the hollow”

author: Alexander Potapov

location: Mytischi district, Moscow Region

The weasel is the smallest mammal predator. It is
very smart and fast! The weasel in the photo, in a
snow-white winter outfit, peers out of the hollow
of an old oak tree. In another couple of seconds,
the “white lightning” will continue its run through
the tree trunks.

ONKNE XXNBOTHbIE 13



14

«PocomMalubu HEeXXHOCTu»

astop: ApTyp MyxameToB

MECTO CbeMKU: BUnnbuHckmin paioH, YykoTCKnii aBTOHOMHBII
OKpyr

Pocomaxa O4eHb OCTOPOXHOE W OrnacHOe >XWBOTHOE.
Bonblwaga yaaya, ecnu Ha B6eckpariHnx npocTopax YykoT-
KN POTOOXOTHUK CYMEET HalTh 3TOro TpyaHOYA0BUMOIO
3Beps, a yX TeM Oonee CMOXET 3anevyatneTb napy po-
comMax BO BpeMsi pPOMaHTU4eCKOro CBUaaHuS.

“Those tender wolverines”

author: Artur Mukhametov

location: Bilibino District, Chukotka Autonomous
District

The wolverine is a very cautious and danger-
ous animal. This is a great luck for a photo
hunter if, in the vast expanses of Chukotka,
he will be able to find this subtle beast at all,
and even more so, if he captures a pair of
wolverines during a romantic date.



«MapagHbIA KIIUH»

astop: EBreHnnm banawoB

MecTo cbeMkm: OxoTckoe Mmope, JanbHuini BocTok

BbiCTpOMBLUNCH KINHOM, Benyxu npecnemyioT cesbib,
yTOObI, BbIOpPaB YOOOHbLIA MOMEHT ONI9 HanageHus,
BOWTU B KOCSIK HEPECTYoLLEelh pbiObl. PoTorpadus coe-
naHa co ckanbl BbicoTOM okono 100 MeTpoB Haf ypoB-
HEM MopS.

“V-shape parade”

author: Evgeny Balashov
location: Sea of Okhotsk, The Far East

The white whales, having lined up in a V-shape
formation, chase the herring in order to attack
the school of spawning fish at a right moment.
The photo was taken from a cliff about 100
metres above sea level.

ONKNE XXMBOTHbIE
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