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ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

A STUDY IN SCARLET



PART I
(Being a reprint from the Reminiscences 

of John H. Watson, M.D., Late of the Army Medical Department)

CHAPTER 1

Mr. Sherlock Holmes

I
Б Зhe МeaЕ ͳͺ͹ͺ ) ЗВВk АМ degЕee Вf DВcЗВЕ Вf MediciБe Вf Зhe UБiveЕsiЗМ Вf LВБdВБ, aБd ЗheБ weБЗ ЗhЕВИgh Зhe cВИЕse fВЕ sИЕgeВБs iБ Зhe aЕАМ. (aviБg cВАpleЗed АМ sЗИdies, ) was seБЗ ЗВ Зhe FifЗh NВЕЗhИАbeЕlaБd FИsilieЕs as AssisЗaБЗ SИЕgeВБ. The ЕegiАeБЗ was sЗaЗiВБed iБ )Бdia aЗ Зhe ЗiАe, aБd befВЕe ) cВИld jВiБ iЗ, Зhe secВБd AfghaБ waЕ had bЕВkeБ ВИЗ. OБ laБdiБg aЗ BВАbaМ, ) leaЕБed ЗhaЗ АМ cВЕps was alЕeadМ iБ Зhe eБeАМǯs cВИБЗЕМ. ) fВllВwed wiЗh АaБМ ВЗheЕ ВfϐiceЕs whВ weЕe iБ Зhe saАe siЗИaЗiВБ as АМ-self, aБd Еeached CaБdahaЕ safelМ, ЗheЕe ) fВИБd АМ Еegi-АeБЗ, aБd aЗ ВБce eБЗeЕed ИpВБ АМ Бew dИЗies. The caА-paigБ bЕВИghЗ glВЕМ aБd pЕВАВЗiВБ ЗВ АaБМ, bИЗ fВЕ Аe iЗ had БВЗhiБg bИЗ АisfВЕЗИБe aБd disasЗeЕ; ) was ЕeАВved fЕВА АМ bЕigade aБd aЗЗached ЗВ Зhe BeЕkshiЕes, wiЗh whВА ) seЕved aЗ Зhe faЗal baЗЗle Вf MaiwaБd. TheЕe ) was sЗЕИck ВБ Зhe shВИldeЕ bМ a bИlleЗ, which shaЗЗeЕed Зhe bВБe aБd ЗВИched Зhe aЕЗeЕМ. BИЗ fВЕ Зhe devВЗiВБ aБd cВИЕage shВwБ bМ MИЕЕaМ, АМ ВЕdeЕlМ, whВ ЗhЕew Аe acЕВss a hВЕse, aБd 
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sИcceeded iБ bЕiБgiБg Аe safelМ ЗВ Зhe BЕiЗish liБes, ) shВИld have falleБ iБЗВ Зhe haБds Вf Зhe eБeАМ.WВЕБ wiЗh paiБ, aБd weak fЕВА Зhe lВБg haЕdships which ) had ИБdeЕgВБe, ) was ЕeАВved wiЗh a ЗЕaiБ Вf wВИБded sИffeЕeЕs, ЗВ Зhe hВspiЗal aЗ PeshawИЕ. (eЕe ) had iАpЕВved aБd was able ЗВ walk abВИЗ Зhe waЕds, aБd eveБ ЗВ siЗ a liЗ-Зle ИpВБ Зhe veЕaБdah, wheБ ) was sЗЕИck dВwБ bМ eБЗeЕic feveЕ, ЗhaЗ cИЕse Вf ВИЕ )БdiaБ cВlВБies. WheБ aЗ lasЗ ) caАe ЗВ АМself aБd was geЗЗiБg beЗЗeЕ, ) was sВ weak aБd wВЕБ ВИЗ, ЗhaЗ a Аedical cВИБcil deЗeЕАiБed ЗВ seБd Аe back ЗВ EБglaБd. A АВБЗh laЗeЕ ) laБded iБ PВЕЗsАВИЗh, wiЗh АМ healЗh ЕИiБed, bИЗ wiЗh peЕАissiВБ fЕВА Зhe gВveЕБАeБЗ ЗВ speБd Зhe БexЗ БiБe АВБЗhs iБ aЗЗeАpЗiБg ЗВ iАpЕВve iЗ.) had БeiЗheЕ kiЗh БВЕ kiБ iБ EБglaБd, aБd was as fЕee as aiЕ. MМ iБcВАe was eleveБ shilliБgs aБd six-peБce a daМ. UБ-deЕ sИch ciЕcИАsЗaБces ) БaЗИЕallМ seЗЗled iБ LВБdВБ. TheЕe ) sЗaМed fВЕ sВАe ЗiАe aЗ a pЕivaЗe hВЗel iБ Зhe SЗЕaБd, lead-iБg a cВАfВЕЗless, АeaБiБgless exisЗeБce, aБd speБdiБg Зhe АВБeМ ) had, АВЕe fЕeelМ ЗhaБ ) ВИghЗ. The sЗaЗe Вf АМ ϐi-БaБces becaАe alaЕАiБg, aБd ) sВВБ ЕealiНed ЗhaЗ ) АИsЗ ei-ЗheЕ leave Зhe capiЗal aБd seЗЗle sВАewheЕe iБ Зhe cВИБЗЕМ ВЕ ЗhaЗ ) АИsЗ cВАpleЗelМ alЗeЕ АМ sЗМle Вf liviБg. SВ ) Аade Иp АМ АiБd ЗВ leave Зhe hВЗel, aБd ЗВ Зake Иp АМ lВdgiБgs iБ sВАe less expeБsive disЗЕicЗ.OБ Зhe veЕМ daМ ЗhaЗ ) had cВАe ЗВ Зhis cВБclИsiВБ, ) was sЗaБdiБg aЗ Зhe CЕiЗeЕiВБ BaЕ, wheБ sВАeВБe ЗВИched Аe ВБ Зhe shВИldeЕ, aБd ЗИЕБiБg ЕВИБd ) ЕecВgБiНed МВИБg SЗaА-fВЕd, whВ had beeБ АМ assisЗaБЗ aЗ Зhe hВspiЗal. The sighЗ Вf a fЕieБdlМ face iБ Зhe gЕeaЗ ciЗМ Вf LВБdВБ is a pleasaБЗ ЗhiБg ЗВ a lВБelМ АaБ. )Б Вld daМs SЗaАfВЕd had БeveЕ beeБ a fЕieБd Вf АiБe, bИЗ БВw ) gЕeeЗed hiА wiЗh eБЗhИsiasА, 
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aБd he, iБ his ЗИЕБ, seeАed ЗВ be delighЗed ЗВ see Аe. )Б high spiЕiЗs, ) asked hiА ЗВ lИБch wiЗh Аe aЗ Зhe (ВlbВЕБ, aБd we sЗaЕЗed Вff ЗВgeЗheЕ iБ a haБsВА.ǮWhaЗ have МВИ beeБ dВiБg wiЗh МВИЕself, WaЗsВБ?ǯ he asked iБ sИЕpЕise, as we weЕe gВiБg ЗhЕВИgh Зhe cЕВwded LВБ-dВБ sЗЕeeЗs. ǮYВИ aЕe as ЗhiБ as a laЗh aБd as bЕВwБ as a БИЗ.ǯ) gave hiА a shВЕЗ accВИБЗ Вf АМ adveБЗИЕes, aБd had haЕdlМ cВБclИded iЗ bМ Зhe ЗiАe ЗhaЗ we Еeached ВИЕ desЗi-БaЗiВБ.ǮPВВЕ devil!ǯ he said, afЗeЕ he had lisЗeБed ЗВ АМ АisfВЕ-ЗИБes. ǮWhaЗ aЕe МВИ Иp ЗВ БВw?ǯǮLВВkiБg fВЕ lВdgiБgs,ǯ ) aБsweЕed. ǮTЕМiБg ЗВ sВlve Зhe pЕВbleА aБd geЗ cВАfВЕЗable ЕВВАs aЗ a ЕeasВБable pЕice.ǯǮThaЗǯs a sЗЕaБge ЗhiБg,ǯ ЕeАaЕked АМ cВАpaБiВБ; ǮМВИ aЕe Зhe secВБd АaБ ЗВ-daМ ЗhaЗ has Иsed ЗhaЗ expЕessiВБ ЗВ Аe.ǯǮAБd whВ was Зhe ϐiЕsЗ?ǯ ) asked.ǮA fellВw, whВ is wВЕkiБg aЗ Зhe cheАical labВЕaЗВЕМ aЗ Зhe hВspiЗal. (e was aББВМed Зhis АВЕБiБg becaИse he cВИld БВЗ geЗ sВАeВБe ЗВ live wiЗh hiА iБ sВАe Бice ЕВВАs which he had fВИБd, aБd which weЕe ЗВВ АИch fВЕ his pИЕse.ǯǮBМ JВve!ǯ ) cЕied; Ǯif he ЕeallМ waБЗs sВАeВБe ЗВ shaЕe Зhe ЕВВАs aБd Зhe expeБse, ) aА Зhe veЕМ АaБ fВЕ hiА. ) shВИld pЕefeЕ haviБg a paЕЗБeЕ ЗВ beiБg alВБe.ǯYВИБg SЗaАfВЕd lВВked ЕaЗheЕ sЗЕaБgelМ aЗ Аe ВveЕ his wiБe-glass. ǮYВИ dВБǯЗ kБВw SheЕlВck (ВlАes МeЗ,ǯ he said; ǮpeЕhaps МВИ wВИld БВЗ like hiА as a cВБsЗaБЗ cВАpaБiВБ.ǯǮWhМ, whaЗ is ЗheЕe agaiБsЗ hiА?ǯǮOh, ) didБǯЗ saМ ЗheЕe was aБМЗhiБg agaiБsЗ hiА. (e is a liЗЗle ДИeeЕ iБ his ideas — aБ eБЗhИsiasЗ iБ sВАe bЕaБches Вf scieБce; as faЕ as ) kБВw he is a deceБЗ fellВw eБВИgh.ǯ



8 Arthur Conan Doyle. A Study in Scarlet

ǮA Аedical sЗИdeБЗ, ) sИppВse?ǯ said ).ǮNВ — ) have БВ idea whaЗ he is dВiБg. ) believe he is well Иp iБ aБaЗВАМ, aБd he is a ϐiЕsЗ-class cheАisЗ; bИЗ, as faЕ as ) kБВw, he has БeveЕ ЗakeБ ВИЗ aБМ sМsЗeАaЗic Аedical class-es. (is sЗИdies aЕe veЕМ ecceБЗЕic, bИЗ he has accИАИlaЗed a lВЗ Вf ВИЗ-Вf-Зhe-waМ kБВwledge which wВИld asЗВБish his pЕВfessВЕs.ǯǮDid МВИ БeveЕ ask hiА whaЗ he was gВiБg iБ fВЕ?ǯ ) asked.ǮNВ; he is БВЗ aБ ВpeБ-heaЕЗed, ЗhВИgh he caБ be cВА-АИБicaЗive eБВИgh wheБ he likes.ǯǮ) shВИld like ЗВ АeeЗ hiА,ǯ ) said. Ǯ)f ) aА ЗВ live wiЗh aБМ ВБe, ) shВИld pЕefeЕ a АaБ Вf sЗИdiВИs aБd ДИieЗ habiЗs. ) aА БВЗ sЗЕВБg eБВИgh МeЗ ЗВ sЗaБd АИch БВise ВЕ exciЗeАeБЗ: ) had eБВИgh Вf bВЗh iБ AfghaБisЗaБ ЗВ lasЗ Аe fВЕ Зhe ЕesЗ Вf АМ life. (Вw cВИld ) АeeЗ Зhis fЕieБd Вf МВИЕs?ǯǮ(e is sИЕe ЗВ be aЗ Зhe labВЕaЗВЕМ,ǯ ЕeЗИЕБed АМ cВАpaБ-iВБ. Ǯ(e eiЗheЕ avВids Зhe place fВЕ weeks, ВЕ wВЕks ЗheЕe fЕВА АВЕБiБg Зill БighЗ. )f МВИ like we will dЕive ЕВИБd ЗВ-geЗheЕ afЗeЕ lИБcheВБ.ǯǮCeЕЗaiБlМ,ǯ ) aБsweЕed.As we Аade ВИЕ waМ ЗВ Зhe hВspiЗal afЗeЕ leaviБg Зhe (ВlbВЕБ, SЗaАfВЕd gave Аe a few АВЕe deЗails abВИЗ Зhe geБЗleАaБ whВА ) was gВiБg ЗВ Зake as a fellВw-lВdgeЕ.ǮYВИ АИsЗБǯЗ blaАe Аe if МВИ dВБǯЗ geЗ ВБ wiЗh hiА,ǯ he said; Ǯ) kБВw БВЗhiБg АВЕe Вf hiА ЗhaБ ) have leaЕБed fЕВА АeeЗiБg hiА fЕВА ЗiАe ЗВ ЗiАe iБ Зhe labВЕaЗВЕМ. YВИ pЕВpВsed Зhis aЕЕaБgeАeБЗ sВ МВИ АИsЗ БВЗ hВld Аe ЕespВБsible.ǯǮ)f we dВБǯЗ geЗ ВБ iЗ will be easМ ЗВ paЕЗ,ǯ ) aБsweЕed. Ǯ)З seeАs ЗВ Аe, SЗaАfВЕd,ǯ ) added, lВВkiБg haЕd aЗ АМ cВА-paБiВБ, ǮЗhaЗ МВИ have sВАe ЕeasВБ fВЕ washiБg МВИЕ haБds Вf Зhe АaЗЗeЕ. )s Зhis fellВwǯs ЗeАpeЕ sВ haЕd, ВЕ whaЗ is iЗ?ǯ
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Ǯ)З is БВЗ easМ ЗВ expЕess Зhe iБexpЕessible,ǯ he aБsweЕed wiЗh a laИgh. Ǯ(ВlАes is a liЗЗle ЗВВ scieБЗiϐic fВЕ АМ ЗasЗes — iЗ appЕВaches ЗВ cВld-blВВdedБess. ) cВИld iАagiБe his giv-iБg a fЕieБd a liЗЗle dЕВp Вf Зhe laЗesЗ vegeЗable alkalВid, БВЗ ВИЗ Вf Аalice, МВИ ИБdeЕsЗaБd, bИЗ siАplМ iБ ВЕdeЕ ЗВ have aБ accИЕaЗe idea Вf Зhe effecЗs. TВ dВ hiА jИsЗice, ) ЗhiБk ЗhaЗ he wВИld Зake iЗ hiАself wiЗh Зhe saАe ЕeadiБess. (e appeaЕs ЗВ have a passiВБ fВЕ deϐiБiЗe aБd exacЗ kБВwledge.ǯǮVeЕМ ЕighЗ ЗВВ.ǯǮYes, bИЗ wheБ iЗ cВАes ЗВ beaЗiБg Зhe bВdies iБ Зhe dis-secЗiБg-ЕВВАs wiЗh a sЗick, iЗ is ceЕЗaiБlМ ЗakiБg ЕaЗheЕ aБ exЗЕaВЕdiБaЕМ shape.ǯǮBeaЗiБg Зhe bВdies!ǯǮYes, ЗВ check hВw faЕ bЕИises АaМ be pЕВdИced afЗeЕ deaЗh; ) saw hiА aЗ iЗ wiЗh АМ ВwБ eМes.ǯǮAБd МeЗ МВИ saМ he is БВЗ a Аedical sЗИdeБЗ?ǯǮNВ. (eaveБ kБВws whaЗ Зhe ВbjecЗs Вf his sЗИdies aЕe. BИЗ heЕe we aЕe, aБd МВИ АИsЗ fВЕА МВИЕ ВwБ iАpЕessiВБs abВИЗ hiА.ǯ As he spВke, we ЗИЕБed dВwБ a БaЕЕВw laБe aБd passed ЗhЕВИgh a sАall side-dВВЕ, which ВpeБed iБЗВ a wiБg Вf Зhe gЕeaЗ hВspiЗal: )З was faАiliaЕ gЕВИБd ЗВ Аe, aБd ) Бeeded БВ gИidiБg as we weБЗ dВwБ Зhe sЗВБe sЗaiЕcase aБd Аade ВИЕ waМ dВwБ Зhe lВБg cВЕЕidВЕ wiЗh iЗs whiЗe-washed walls aБd АВИse-cВlВИЕed dВВЕs. NeaЕ Зhe faЕЗheЕ eБd a lВw passage led ЗВ Зhe cheАical labВЕaЗВЕМ.This was a laЕge chaАbeЕ wiЗh cВИБЗless bВЗЗles. BЕВad, lВw Зables wiЗh ЕeЗВЕЗs, ЗesЗ-ЗИbes, aБd liЗЗle gas laАps, wiЗh ЗheiЕ blИe ϐlickeЕiБg ϐlaАes weЕe sЗaБdiБg abВИЗ. TheЕe was ВБlМ ВБe sЗИdeБЗ iБ Зhe ЕВВА, he was beБdiБg ВveЕ a disЗaБЗ Зable absВЕbed iБ his wВЕk. AЗ Зhe sВИБd Вf ВИЕ sЗeps he glaБced ЕВИБd aБd jИАped ЗВ his feeЗ wiЗh a cЕМ Вf pleas-
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ИЕe: Ǯ)ǯve fВИБd iЗ! )ǯve fВИБd iЗ,ǯ he shВИЗed ЗВ АМ cВАpaБ-iВБ, ЕИББiБg ЗВwaЕds Иs wiЗh a ЗesЗ-ЗИbe iБ his haБd. Ǯ) have fВИБd a Еe-ageБЗ which is pЕecipiЗaЗed bМ hæАВglВbiБ, aБd bМ БВЗhiБg else.ǯ )f he had discВveЕed a gВld АiБe, gЕeaЗeЕ delighЗ cВИld БВЗ have shВБe ИpВБ his feaЗИЕes.ǮDЕ. WaЗsВБ, MЕ. SheЕlВck (ВlАes,ǯ said SЗaАfВЕd, iБЗЕВ-dИciБg Иs.Ǯ(Вw aЕe МВИ?ǯ he said cВЕdiallМ, shakiБg АМ haБd wiЗh АИch sЗЕeБgЗh. ǮYВИ have beeБ iБ AfghaБisЗaБ, ) believe.ǯǮ(Вw ВБ eaЕЗh did МВИ kБВw ЗhaЗ?ǯ ) asked iБ asЗВБish-АeБЗ.ǮNeveЕ АiБd,ǯ said he, chИckliБg ЗВ hiАself. ǮThe ДИes-ЗiВБ БВw is abВИЗ hæАВglВbiБ. NВ dВИbЗ МВИ see Зhe sigБif-icaБce Вf Зhis discВveЕМ Вf АiБe?ǯǮ)З is iБЗeЕesЗiБg, cheАicallМ, БВ dВИbЗ,ǯ ) aБsweЕed, ǮbИЗ pЕacЗicallМ — ǯǮWhМ, АaБ, iЗ is Зhe АВsЗ pЕacЗical АedicВ-legal discВv-eЕМ fВЕ МeaЕs. DВБǯЗ МВИ see ЗhaЗ iЗ gives Иs a Еeliable ЗesЗ fВЕ blВВd sЗaiБs? CВАe ВveЕ heЕe БВw!ǯ (e seiНed Аe bМ Зhe cВaЗ sleeve iБ his eageЕБess, aБd dЕew Аe ВveЕ ЗВ Зhe Зable aЗ which he had beeБ wВЕkiБg. ǮLeЗ Иs have sВАe fЕesh blВВd,ǯ he said, diggiБg a lВБg Бeedle iБЗВ his ϐiБgeЕ, aБd dЕawiБg Вff Зhe dЕВp Вf blВВd. ǮNВw, ) add Зhis sАall ДИaБ-ЗiЗМ Вf blВВd ЗВ a liЗЕe Вf waЗeЕ. YВИ see ЗhaЗ Зhe ЕesИlЗiБg АixЗИЕe has Зhe appeaЕaБce Вf pИЕe waЗeЕ. The pЕВpВЕЗiВБ Вf blВВd is БВЗ АВЕe ЗhaБ ВБe iБ a АilliВБ. ) have БВ dВИbЗ, hВweveЕ, ЗhaЗ we shall be able ЗВ geЗ Зhe chaЕacЗeЕisЗic Еeac-ЗiВБ.ǯ (e ЗhЕew iБЗВ Зhe vessel a few whiЗe cЕМsЗals, aБd ЗheБ added sВАe dЕВps Вf a ЗЕaБspaЕeБЗ liДИid. )Б aБ iБsЗaБЗ Зhe liДИid assИАed a dИll АahВgaБМ cВlВИЕ, aБd a bЕВwБish dИsЗ dЕВpped ВИЗ aЗ Зhe bВЗЗВА Вf Зhe glass jaЕ.
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Ǯ(a! ha!ǯ he cЕied, clappiБg his haБds, aБd lВВkiБg as de-lighЗed as a child wiЗh a Бew ЗВМ.ǮWhaЗ dВ МВИ ЗhiБg Вf ЗhaЗ?ǯǮ)З seeАs ЗВ be a veЕМ iБЗeЕesЗiБg ЗesЗ,ǯ ) ЕeАaЕked.ǮBeaИЗifИl! beaИЗifИl! The Вld ЗesЗ was veЕМ ИБceЕЗaiБ. SВ is Зhe АicЕВscВpic exaАiБaЗiВБ fВЕ blВВd cells. MМ ЗesЗ is valИeless if Зhe sЗaiБs aЕe a few hВИЕs Вld. )З acЗs well bВЗh wiЗh Бew blВВd aБd Вld. )f Зhis ЗesЗ had beeБ iБveБЗed, hИБ-dЕeds Вf АeБ БВw walkiБg Зhe eaЕЗh wВИld lВБg agВ have beeБ pИБished fВЕ ЗheiЕ cЕiАes.ǯǮ)Бdeed!ǯ ) АИЕАИЕed.ǮCЕiАiБal cases alwaМs depeБd ИpВБ ЗhaЗ ВБe pВiБЗ. A АaБ is sИspecЗed Вf a cЕiАe АВБЗhs afЗeЕ iЗ has beeБ cВААiЗЗed. (is clВЗhes aЕe exaАiБed aБd bЕВwБish sЗaiБs discВveЕed ИpВБ ЗheА. AЕe ЗheМ blВВd sЗaiБs, ВЕ АИd sЗaiБs, ВЕ ЕИsЗ sЗaiБs, ВЕ fЕИiЗ sЗaiБs, ВЕ whaЗ aЕe ЗheМ? ThaЗ is a ДИesЗiВБ which has pИННled АaБМ expeЕЗs, aБd whМ? Be-caИse ЗheЕe was БВ Еeliable ЗesЗ. NВw we have Зhe SheЕlВck (ВlАesǯ ЗesЗ, aБd ЗheЕe will БВ lВБgeЕ be aБМ difϐicИlЗМ.ǯ(is eМes gliЗЗeЕed as he spВke, aБd he pИЗ his haБd ВveЕ his heaЕЗ aБd bВwed as if ЗВ sВАe applaИdiБg cЕВwd sИА-АВБed Иp bМ his iАagiБaЗiВБ.ǮYВИ aЕe ЗВ be cВБgЕaЗИlaЗed,ǯ ) ЕeАaЕked, cВБsideЕablМ sИЕpЕised aЗ his eБЗhИsiasА.ǮTheЕe was Зhe case Вf VВБ BischВff aЗ FЕaБkfВЕЗ lasЗ МeaЕ. (e wВИld ceЕЗaiБlМ have beeБ hИБg if Зhis ЗesЗ had ex-isЗed. TheБ ЗheЕe was MasВБ Вf BЕadfВЕd, aБd Зhe БВЗВЕi-ВИs MИlleЕ, aБd LefevЕe Вf MВБЗpellieЕ, aБd SaАsВБ Вf New OЕleaБs. ) cВИld БaАe a lВЗ Вf cases iБ which iЗ wВИld have beeБ decisive.ǯ
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ǮYВИ seeА ЗВ be a walkiБg caleБdaЕ Вf cЕiАe,ǯ said SЗaА-fВЕd wiЗh a laИgh. ǮYВИ АighЗ sЗaЕЗ a papeЕ ВБ ЗhВse liБes. Call iЗ Зhe Police News of the Past.ǯǮVeЕМ iБЗeЕesЗiБg ЕeadiБg iЗ АighЗ be, ЗВВ,ǯ ЕeАaЕked SheЕlВck (ВlАes, pИЗЗiБg a sАall piece Вf plasЗeЕ ВveЕ Зhe pЕick ВБ his ϐiБgeЕ; Ǯ) have ЗВ be caЕefИl,ǯ he cВБЗiБИed, ЗИЕБ-iБg ЗВ Аe wiЗh a sАile, ǮfВЕ ) wВЕk wiЗh pВisВБs a gВВd deal.ǯ (e held ВИЗ his haБd as he spВke, aБd ) БВЗiced ЗhaЗ iЗ was all cВveЕed wiЗh siАilaЕ pieces Вf plasЗeЕ, aБd discВlВИЕed wiЗh sЗЕВБg acids.ǮWe caАe heЕe ВБ bИsiБess,ǯ said SЗaАfВЕd, siЗЗiБg dВwБ ВБ a high ЗhЕee-legged sЗВВl, aБd pИshiБg aБВЗheЕ ВБe iБ АМ diЕecЗiВБ wiЗh his fВВЗ. ǮMМ fЕieБd heЕe is lВВkiБg fВЕ a lВdg-iБg; aБd as МВИ weЕe cВАplaiБiБg ЗhaЗ МВИ cВИld geЗ БВ ВБe ЗВ live wiЗh МВИ, ) ЗhВИghЗ ЗhaЗ ) had beЗЗeЕ bЕiБg МВИ ЗВgeЗheЕ.ǯSheЕlВck (ВlАes seeАed delighЗed aЗ Зhe idea Вf shaЕ-iБg his ЕВВАs wiЗh Аe. Ǯ) have АМ eМe ВБ a ϐlaЗ iБ BakeЕ SЗЕeeЗ,ǯ he said, Ǯwhich wВИld sИiЗ Иs. YВИ dВБǯЗ АiБd Зhe sАell Вf sЗЕВБg ЗВbaccВ, ) hВpe?ǯǮ) alwaМs sАВke sЗЕВБg ЗВbaccВ АМself,ǯ ) aБsweЕed.ǮThaЗǯs gВВd eБВИgh: ) geБeЕallМ have cheАicals abВИЗ, aБd ВccasiВБallМ dВ expeЕiАeБЗs. WВИld ЗhaЗ aББВМ МВИ?ǯǮBМ БВ АeaБs.ǯǮLeЗ Аe see — whaЗ aЕe АМ ВЗheЕ shВЕЗcВАiБgs. ) aА iБ lВw spiЕiЗs aЗ ЗiАes, aБd dВБǯЗ ВpeБ АМ АВИЗh fВЕ daМs ВБ eБd. YВИ АИsЗ БВЗ ЗhiБk ) aА sИlkМ wheБ ) dВ ЗhaЗ. JИsЗ leЗ Аe alВБe, aБd )ǯll sВВБ be ЕighЗ. WhaЗ have МВИ ЗВ cВБfess БВw? )Зǯs jИsЗ as well fВЕ ЗwВ fellВws ЗВ kБВw Зhe wВЕsЗ Вf ВБe aБВЗheЕ befВЕe ЗheМ begiБ ЗВ live ЗВgeЗheЕ.ǯ) laИghed aЗ Зhis cЕВss-exaАiБaЗiВБ. Ǯ) keep a bИll pИp,ǯ ) said, ǮaБd ) ВbjecЗ ЗВ ЕВws becaИse АМ БeЕves aЕe shakeБ, 



13Chapter 1. Mr. Sherlock Holmes

aБd ) geЗ Иp veЕМ laЗe, aБd ) aА exЗЕeАelМ laНМ. ) have aБВЗh-eЕ seЗ Вf vices wheБ )ǯА well, bИЗ ЗhВse aЕe Зhe АaiБ ВБes aЗ pЕeseБЗ.ǯǮDВ МВИ iБclИde viВliБ plaМiБg iБ МВИЕ caЗegВЕМ Вf ЕВws?ǯ he asked, aБxiВИslМ.Ǯ)З depeБds ВБ Зhe plaМeЕ,ǯ ) aБsweЕed. ǮA well-plaМed vi-ВliБ is a ЗЕeaЗ fВЕ Зhe gВds — a badlМ-plaМed ВБe — ǯǮOh, ЗhaЗǯs all ЕighЗ,ǯ he cЕied, wiЗh a АeЕЕМ laИgh. Ǯ) ЗhiБk we АaМ cВБsideЕ Зhe ЗhiБg seЗЗled — ЗhaЗ is, if Зhe ЕВВАs aЕe agЕeeable ЗВ МВИ.ǯǮWheБ shall we see ЗheА?ǯǮCall fВЕ Аe heЕe aЗ БВВБ ЗВАВЕЕВw, aБd weǯll gВ ЗВgeЗh-eЕ aБd seЗЗle eveЕМЗhiБg,ǯ he aБsweЕed.ǮAll ЕighЗ — БВВБ exacЗlМ,ǯ said ), shakiБg his haБd.We lefЗ hiА wВЕkiБg aАВБg his cheАicals, aБd we walked ЗВgeЗheЕ ЗВwaЕds АМ hВЗel.ǮBМ Зhe waМ,ǯ ) asked sИddeБlМ, sЗВppiБg aБd ЗИЕБiБg ЗВ SЗaАfВЕd, ǮhВw did he kБВw ЗhaЗ ) had cВАe fЕВА AfghaБ-isЗaБ?ǯMМ cВАpaБiВБ sАiled aБ eБigАaЗic sАile. ǮThaЗǯs jИsЗ his liЗЗle pecИliaЕiЗМ,ǯ he said. ǮA gВВd АaБМ peВple have waБЗed ЗВ kБВw hВw he ϐiБds ЗhiБgs ВИЗ.ǯǮOh! a АМsЗeЕМ is iЗ?ǯ ) cЕied, ЕИbbiБg АМ haБds. ǮThis is veЕМ iБЗeЕesЗiБg. ) aА АИch Вbliged ЗВ МВИ fВЕ bЕiБgiБg Иs ЗВgeЗheЕ. ǮThe pЕВpeЕ sЗИdМ Вf АaБkiБd is АaБ,ǯ МВИ kБВw.ǯǮYВИ АИsЗ sЗИdМ hiА, ЗheБ,ǯ SЗaАfВЕd said, as he bade Аe gВВd-bМe. ǮYВИǯll ϐiБd hiА a pЕВbleА, ЗhВИgh. )ǯll beЗ he leaЕБs АВЕe abВИЗ МВИ ЗhaБ МВИ abВИЗ hiА. GВВd-bМe.ǯǮGВВd-bМe,ǯ ) aБsweЕed, aБd walked ЗВ АМ hВЗel, cВБsid-eЕablМ iБЗeЕesЗed iБ АМ Бew acДИaiБЗaБce.
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CHAPTER 2

The Science of Deduction

W
e АeЗ БexЗ daМ as he had aЕЕaБged aБd iБspecЗed Зhe ЕВВАs aЗ NВ. ʹʹͳB, BakeЕ SЗЕeeЗ, Вf which he had spВkeБ aЗ ВИЕ АeeЗiБg. TheМ cВБsisЗed Вf a cВИple Вf cВАfВЕЗable bedЕВВАs aБd a siБgle laЕge aiЕМ siЗ-ЗiБg-ЕВВА, cheeЕfИllМ fИЕБished, aБd illИАiБaЗed bМ ЗwВ bЕВad wiБdВws. SВ desiЕable iБ eveЕМ waМ weЕe Зhe apaЕЗ-АeБЗs, aБd sВ АВdeЕaЗe Зhe ЗeЕАs seeАed wheБ divided beЗweeБ Иs, ЗhaЗ Зhe baЕgaiБ was cВБclИded ИpВБ Зhe spВЗ, aБd we aЗ ВБce eБЗeЕed iБЗВ pВssessiВБ. ThaЗ veЕМ eveБiБg ) АВved АМ ЗhiБgs ЕВИБd fЕВА Зhe hВЗel, aБd ВБ Зhe fВllВw-iБg АВЕБiБg SheЕlВck (ВlАes fВllВwed Аe wiЗh seveЕal bВxes aБd sИiЗcases. FВЕ a daМ ВЕ ЗwВ we weЕe bИsilМ eА-plВМed iБ ИБpackiБg aБd laМiБg ВИЗ ВИЕ pЕВpeЕЗМ. WheБ ЗhaЗ was dВБe, we gЕadИallМ begaБ ЗВ seЗЗle dВwБ aБd ЗВ accВА-АВdaЗe ВИЕselves ЗВ ВИЕ Бew sИЕЕВИБdiБgs.(ВlАes was ceЕЗaiБlМ БВЗ a difϐicИlЗ АaБ ЗВ live wiЗh. (e was ДИieЗ iБ his waМs, aБd his habiЗs weЕe ЕegИlaЕ. )З was ЕaЕe fВЕ hiА ЗВ be Иp afЗeЕ ЗeБ aЗ БighЗ, aБd he had bЕeak-fasЗed aБd gВБe ВИЗ befВЕe ) ЕВse iБ Зhe АВЕБiБg. SВАeЗiАes he speБЗ his daМ aЗ Зhe cheАical labВЕaЗВЕМ, sВАeЗiАes iБ Зhe dissecЗiБg ЕВВАs, aБd ВccasiВБallМ iБ lВБg walks, which ЗВВk hiА ЗВ Зhe АВsЗ siБisЗeЕ paЕЗs Вf Зhe ciЗМ. NВЗhiБg cВИld exceed his eБeЕgМ wheБ he had a wВЕkiБg ϐiЗ; bИЗ БВw aБd agaiБ he wВИld lie ИpВБ Зhe sВfa iБ Зhe siЗЗiБg-ЕВВА fВЕ daМs ВБ eБd, haЕdlМ ИЗЗeЕiБg a wВЕd ВЕ АВviБg a АИscle fЕВА АВЕБiБg ЗВ БighЗ. OБ Зhese ВccasiВБs ) have БВЗiced sИch 
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a dЕeaАМ, vacaБЗ expЕessiВБ iБ his eМes, ЗhaЗ ) АighЗ have sИspecЗed hiА Вf ИsiБg sВАe БaЕcВЗic, if Зhe cleaБliБess Вf his whВle life had БВЗ fВЕbiddeБ sИch aБ idea.As Зhe weeks weБЗ bМ, АМ iБЗeЕesЗ iБ hiА aБd АМ cИЕiВs-iЗМ as ЗВ his aiАs iБ life gЕadИallМ deepeБed aБd iБcЕeased. (is veЕМ peЕsВБ aБd appeaЕaБce cВИld aЗЗЕacЗ Зhe aЗЗeБЗiВБ Вf Зhe АВsЗ casИal ВbseЕveЕ. (e was ВveЕ six feeЗ high, aБd sВ leaБ ЗhaЗ he seeАed ЗВ be cВБsideЕablМ ЗalleЕ. (is eМes weЕe shaЕp aБd pieЕciБg, aБd his ЗhiБ, hawk-like БВse gave his whВle expЕessiВБ aБ aiЕ Вf aleЕЗБess aБd decisiВБ. (is chiБ was sДИaЕe aБd had Зhe pЕВАiБeБce which АaЕks Зhe АaБ Вf deЗeЕАiБaЗiВБ. (is haБds weЕe blВЗЗed wiЗh iБk aБd sЗaiБed wiЗh cheАicals, МeЗ he had aБ exЗЕaВЕdiБaЕМ delica-cМ Вf ЗВИch, as ) fЕeДИeБЗlМ had ВccasiВБ ЗВ ВbseЕve wheБ ) waЗched hiА АaБipИlaЗiБg his fЕagile iБsЗЕИАeБЗs.The ЕeadeЕ АaМ cВБsideЕ Аe a hВpeless bИsМbВdМ, wheБ ) cВБfess hВw АИch Зhis АaБ sЗiАИlaЗed АМ cИЕiВsiЗМ. ) Вf-ЗeБ ЗЕied ЗВ bЕeak ЗhЕВИgh Зhe ЕeЗiceБce which he shВwed ВБ all ЗhaЗ cВБceЕБed hiАself. ReАeАbeЕ, hВw ВbjecЗless was АМ life, aБd hВw liЗЗle ЗheЕe was ЗВ eБgage АМ aЗЗeБЗiВБ. MМ healЗh fВЕbade Аe fЕВА gВiБg ВИЗ ИБless Зhe weaЗheЕ was excepЗiВБallМ gВВd, aБd ) had БВ fЕieБds whВ wВИld call ИpВБ Аe aБd bЕeak Зhe АВБВЗВБМ Вf АМ eveЕМdaМ life. UБdeЕ Зhese ciЕcИАsЗaБces, ) becaАe veЕМ iБЗeЕesЗed iБ Зhe liЗЗle АМsЗeЕМ which hИБg aЕВИБd АМ cВАpaБiВБ, aБd speБЗ АИch Вf АМ ЗiАe ЗЕМiБg ЗВ discВveЕ iЗ.(e was БВЗ sЗИdМiБg АediciБe. (e had hiАself, iБ Еe-plМ ЗВ a ДИesЗiВБ, cВБϐiЕАed SЗaАfВЕdǯs ВpiБiВБ ИpВБ ЗhaЗ pВiБЗ. NeiЗheЕ had he pИЕsИed aБМ cВИЕse Вf ЕeadiБg fВЕ a degЕee iБ scieБce which wВИld give hiА aБ eБЗЕaБce iБЗВ Зhe leaЕБed wВЕld. YeЗ his Нeal fВЕ ceЕЗaiБ sЗИdies was Еe-


