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 16.   

 
  (The Passive Voice) ,   

, . .         
. 

      ,  
  ,  ,   . . 

 
16.1.     
 

    Indefinite    
  to be    Indefinite 

 3-     (Participle II).  ,  
     to be.    -

: 
The ships are made of steel. –    ( ) 

 . 
The ships were made of steel. –      . 
The ships will be made of steel. –      
. 
 

    not    to be. 
      not  -

  : 
The ships are made of steel. – The ships are not made of ore. 
The ships will be built in the yard. – The ships will not be built in port. 
 

    to be   . 
        -

     : 
The ships are made of steel. – Are the ships made of steel? 
The ships will be built in the yard. – Will the ships be built in the yard? 
 

    : 
1)  –    (     

)      : 
The ships were made … –     … 
The ships will be made … –     … 
 

-         : 
The ships are made … –    … 
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2)  –     - , - : 
The ships will be built here. –    . 
 
3)  – -    (3-   

 ): 
The ships were built a week ago. –     . 
 
4)  –    ,    -

    ,   ,  
  (  )   by.  

       : 
The design of the ship was changed by the engineer. –   

 . 
 
5)  –  (  )  -

      : 
It was built in the yard. –  ( . .)    . 
It was seen in the port of London. –  ( . .)    -

. 
It was given the name of Peter the Great. –  ( . .)   
 . 
 

6)  –  (  )  , 
   ,       -

 ,   : 
The design of the ship was much worked at. –    -

  .                        
  

       -
.    : 

to act on (upon) – ,   
to deal with –   ,  
to experiment on (upon) –   
to insist on –   
to look at –   
to refer to –   
to rely on (upon) –   
to send for –   
to speak about (of) –   
to work at –   
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     :  
to comment on (upon) – ,   
to listen to –   
to look for –   
to look upon – ,  
 

  
 
Ex. 1. Translate the sentences and compare their translations. 

 
1.  The director signed the letter.  
 The letter was signed by the director.  
2.  The scientists solved the problem.  
 The problem was solved by the scientists.  
3.  The secretary types all the letters.  
 All the letters are typed by the secretary. 
4.  The teacher usually corrects students’ compositions at home.  
 Students’ compositions are usually corrected by the teacher at home.  
5.  They will discuss a very important question at the conference.  
 A very important question will be discussed at the conference.  
6.  Our Institute will carry on important scientific work.  
 Important scientific work will be carried on by our Institute.  
7.  The engineer showed the new device to the students.  
 The new device was shown to the students.  
 The students were shown the new device.  
8.  This magazine often publishes scientific articles.  
 Scientific articles are often published in this magazine.  
9.  The professor gave me a new task.  
 A new task was given to me by the professor.  
 I was given a new task by the professor.  
10. They will offer him several jobs.  
 Several jobs will be offered to him.  
 He will be offered several jobs. 

 
Ex. 2. Translate the sentences paying attention to the predicates in the 

Indefinite Passive.  
 

1.  Many interesting experiments are carried out in our laboratory.  
2.  The other day I was given a new task.  
3.  He was never forgiven by his friends.  
4.  Many goods are exported from China.  
5.  Many foreign books are translated and published in our country. 
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6.  The telegram was received late at night.  
7.  The design was finally approved.  
8.  The theatre was designed by the famous architect.  
9.  The student’s composition will be corrected by the teacher.  
10.  Large quantities of coal will be produced by the mine this year.  
11.  The village will be connected with the town when the railway is built.  
12.  She hopes she will not be refused a job.  
13.  I was offered several jobs by the management.  
14.  You will be promised much, but don't imagine you will be given eve-

rything you are promised.  
15.  The students were shown some recently devised apparatus.  
16.  Were you asked questions during the examination?  
17.  They were given necessary help.  
18.  The article is written by a well-known scientist.  
19.  The letter will be signed by the director.  
20.  Such questions are often discussed at our meetings. 
 
Ex. 3. Put the sentences into the Passive Voice where possible. 
 
1.   Someone will drive you to the airport.  ________________________ 
2.   Goldfish live in fresh water.  ________________________________ 
3.   The Egyptians built pyramids.  ______________________________ 
4.   We walked 4 miles yesterday.  ______________________________ 
5.   They arrived at 7 last night.  _______________________________ 
6.   They informed me about it.  ________________________________ 
7.   I slept till 8.  __________________________________________ 
8.   It’s raining.  __________________________________________ 
9.   He’s sneezing again.  _____________________________________ 
10. They have sold their car to pay the debts.  _____________________ 
11. They hold a meeting in the village hall once a week.  ____________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
12. They have proved that there is no life on the Moon.  ___________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
13. They owe a lot of money to the bank.  _______________________ 
 
Ex. 4. Translate the sentences paying attention to the predicates with 

prepositions.  
 

1.  His proposal was objected to by everybody.  
2.  The secretary must be sent for at once.  
3.  This information can be relied on.  
4.  This article is often referred to.  
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5.  He will be listened to with interest. 
6.  This event is much spoken about.  
7.  He is often laughed at.  
8.  This book should be referred to more often.  
9.  This matter must be looked into.  
10. All the advertisements were looked through attentively.  
11. These conditions are insisted on.  
12. All the terms were agreed upon.  
13. Her children will be looked after.  
14. They were looked at with great curiosity.  
15. The child was looked for everywhere.  
16. Why was she laughed at?  
17. He can be relied upon.  
18. This book is never referred to.  
19. This film is much spoken about.  
20. This question is paid great attention to.  
21. You are always waited for.  
22. The fact was not taken notice of.  
23. This material will be made use of.  
24. These useless arguments should be put an end to.  
25. The children should be taken better care of. 

 
Ex. 5. Put the sentences into the Passive. 

 
1.  The president signed the document.  __________________________ 
2.  An unknown author wrote the poem.  ________________________ 
3.  They construct a new railway line across the desert.  ____________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
4.  They will plant the flowers next week.  _____________________ 
5.  This plant produces a lot of cars every year.  _________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
6.  The student translated the text.  ____________________________ 
7.  The scientist discovered a new substance.  _____________________ 
8.  The secretary sends letters every morning.  ___________________ 
9.  The committee discusses various questions.  __________________ 
10. The engineer will check all the devices.  ______________________ 
11. The reporter will give necessary information.  _________________ 
12. He said that they would test the equipment in time.  ____________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
13. They paid him regularly.  __________________________________ 
14. They teach children French and German.  ___________________ 
15. They promised me a very interesting book.  ___________________ 
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Ex. 6. Translate into English. Use the model. 
 
Model:    | told  | 
   | is  | given | 
  smb | was  | offered | smth 
   | will be | promised  | 
     | shown | 
  
1.   ,   .  _________________________ 
2.     .  __________________________ 
3.      (mission).  ________________________ 
4.         .  ___________________ 
5.     .  _________________________________ 
6.      .  _________________________ 
7.     -  .  _________________________ 
8.       .  __________________ 
9.     .  ________________________________ 
10.     .  ____________________________ 
11.     ?  ________________________ 
12.    ?  _____________________________ 
13.   -  ?  ____________________ 
14.     ?  ______________________ 
15.     ?  ____________________________ 
16.     ?  __________________________ 
17.       ?  _________________ 
18.    .  _______________________ 
 
Ex. 7. Complete the story with the verbs in passive given in the box: 
 

were injured, were delayed, was derailed, were taken, have been interviewed 
 

TRAIN CRASH AT 80 MPH 
 
The London-Edinburgh express ______________ yesterday morning as it 

was passing through York station. Ten people _______________ and four peo-
ple ________________ to hospital, but no one was seriously hurt. Trains 
_______________ for the rest of the day. Several eye witnesses ____________, 
but it is not yet clear how the crash happened.  
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16.2.    
 

    Continuous    
  to be  Present  Past Continuous  3-   

(Participle II)        -
    ,    : 

The ships were being built during three years. –    
   . 

 
 Future Continuous Passive  . 

 
   

 
Ex. 8. Compare the translation of the sentences. 
 
1.  They are designing a new device now.  
 A new device is being designed now.  
2.  The workers are unloading the ship.  
 The ship is being unloaded.  
3.  All the big cinemas are demonstrating the new film.  
 The new film is being demonstrated by all the big cinemas.  
4.  Our laboratory is carrying on an important experiment now.  
 An important experiment is being carried on by our laboratory.  
5.  We are analyzing the experimental data.  
 The experimental data are being analyzed.  
6.  We were making preparations for the experiment for a whole day yes-

terday.  
 Preparations for the experiment were being made for a whole day yes-

terday.  
7.  The engineer was checking the equipment when it suddenly broke 

down.  
 The equipment was being checked by the engineer when it suddenly 

broke down.  
8.  They were recording the data for 2 hours.  
 The data were being recorded for 2 hours. 
9.  When I rang them up they were adjusting new machine-tools.  
 When I rang up the new machine-tools were being adjusted.  
 
Ex. 9. Find the difference between these sentences. 

 
1.  Many important questions are usually discussed at our meetings.  
 Many important questions are being discussed at the meeting now.  
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2.  The goods were packed yesterday.  
 The goods were being packed all day yesterday.  
3. The documents are usually looked through by the director.  
 The documents are being looked through by the director now. 
4. This kind of machinery is produced by our plant.  
 This kind of machinery is being produced by our plant.  
5. The talks were conducted on a high level.  
 The talks were being conducted for 2 weeks.  
6. The agreement was signed yesterday.  
 The agreement was being signed when new problems appeared. 

 
Ex. 10. Translate the sentences with the Continuous Passive. 
 
1.  A new metro line is being constructed now. One of its stations is being 

built in our street.  
2.  Wonderful discoveries are being made by our scientists.  
3.  Don’t enter the room! Students are being examined there.  
4.  The question which is being discussed at the conference is very im-

portant.  
5.  Important scientific work is being carried on by that Institute now.  
6.  The letter was being typed by the typist when I came in.  
7.  The documents were being checked for two hours.  
8.  When he came to the clinic, an operation was being performed by a 

famous surgeon.  
9.  The operation was being watched by medical students.  
10. These books were being published for a whole year. 
 
Ex. 11. Change the active sentences to the passive ones. 
 
1.  The head engineer is conducting negotiations.  _________________ 
2.  The laboratory assistant is making all the necessary measurements.  

_______________________________________________________________ 
3.  The workers are installing various apparatus and devices.  ______ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
4.  We are preparing instruments.  ____________________________ 
5.  The computer is processing the data.  _______________________ 
6.  They were building the house for 5 years.  ___________________ 
7.  The device was making computations at that moment.  _________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
8.  They were registering the voters from 3 to 5 yesterday.  ________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
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9.  When we entered the room they were checking the contract.  ____ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

10. The specialists were studying new materials for many years.  _____ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
16.3.    
 

    Perfect    
  to be    Perfect  3-  

 (Participle II)  . 
    Perfect    -

     : 
The goods had been delivered before the navigation ended. –  

     . 
 

  Perfect Continuous     -
. 

  15 
 

   (Passive Voice Tenses) 
 

to ask – asked – asked ( )            to take – took – taken ( ) 
 

  
Present 

 
Past 

 
Future 

In
de

fin
ite

 

am + V3(ed) 
are + V3(ed) 
is + V3(ed) 
The student is asked. 

 . 
The books are taken. 

 ( ). 

was + V3(ed) 
were + V3(ed) 
 
The student was asked.

 . 
The books were taken. 

  . 

will be + V3(ed) 
 
 
The student will be asked.

 . 
The books will be taken. 

 . 

14
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 . 15 

C
on

tin
uo

us
 

am being + V3(ed) 
are being + V3(ed) 
is being + V3(ed) 
The student is being 
asked. 

 . 
The books are being 
taken. 

 ( ). 

was being + V3(ed) 
were being + V3(ed) 
 
The student was being 
asked. 

 .
The books were being 
taken. 

 . 

 
 
 
 

----------------------- 

Pe
rf

ec
t 

have been + V3(ed) 
has been + V3(ed) 
The student has been 
asked. 

 . 
The books have been 
taken. 

 . 

had been + V3(ed) 
 
The student had been 
asked. 

  . 
The books had been 
taken. 

  . 

will have been + 
V3(ed) 
The student will have 
been asked. 

 . 
The books will have 
been taken. 

 . 
 

   
 
Ex. 12. Compare the translation of the sentences.  
 
1.  We have finished the work.  
 The work has been finished.  
2.  He has written a new book.  
 A new book has been written by him.  
3.  They have changed their plans.  
 Their plans have been changed.  
4.  They had installed the new apparatus by yesterday evening.  
 The new apparatus had been installed by yesterday evening.  
5.  They had reequipped the plant before the reconstruction began.  
 The plant had been reequipped before the reconstruction began.  
6.  The group will have carried out the plan by next summer.  
 The plan will have been carried out by next summer.  
7.  They will have made necessary calculations before the experiment be-

gins.  
 Necessary calculations will have been made before the experiment be-

gins.  
8.  The workers have built a new house.  
 A new house has been built by workers.  
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