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TO 3VIMHEe YTPO Ha 3eMJ1io Najanu Nerkne CHeXKHble
xnonbsA. Koponesa BbllWMBana, CMaA y OKHa, HO €e MbIC/N
ObInY Janeko-ganekxo.

KoponeBsa Tak 3ameuTtanacb, UTO YyKonona naneu; Kanas KpOBWU
ynana Ha BbIWMBKY, 1 OHa nogymana: «Kak 6bl A xoTena, 4tobbl y MeHs
6blna 4ouKa, 1 YTo6bI rybbl y Hee OblIN KpacHble, KaK 3Ta Kansa KpoBu,
BOJIOCbI, YepHbIe, KaK CMOJIb, a KOXa 6enas, Kak cHer». [lofmkHO 6bITb,
3TW MbIC/TN KOPOJIEBbI NOACAYLWANa Kakasa-To gobpasa ¢pesa, notomy 4to
ee efnaHue UCNONMHUAOCH, N 'y Hee poaunach AOYKa, KOTOPYHO Ha3Banu
benocHexkon.

N BCe 6b110 XOPOLLIO, HO OAHaXKAbl KOporeBa 3abonena,  0UeHb CKOPO
HW Yy KOro He OCTasioCb HMKAKOM HadeXAbl Ha ee cnaceHune. HeckonbKo
MEeCALEB KOPOJb 3aHUMANCA TONbKO CBOEN JOYKOW, HO y Hero 6bino
MHOIO KOPOJIEBCKNX 00A3aHHOCTEN, N OH BCE-TaKN PEeLIn »KEeHUTbCS,
XOTb M 3Has, YTO HMKTO HE CMOXET 3aMeHUTb Ntobumyto Koponesy. KapeTta
€ro HoBoW n3bpaHHMLbl NPMbbIIa B 3aMOK XONIOAHbIM OCEHHUM YTPOM
N OCTAaHOBMAACh Nocpean caga. 3 KapeTbl Bbilia NpeKpacHas *KeHLWMHa,
OHa MOKJIOHMNACh KOPOJIO N BOWA B 3aMOK B COMPOBOXAEHUU OBYX
NaXkem, HeCLUMX TAXKENYI0 MOKIaxy.

OcTaBWwKMCb 0gHa B KOMHaTe, HOBasA KOpoJieBa NepBbIM AeN0oM noaoLuna
K OQHOMY 13 NPMBE3EHHbIX el0 NpeaMeToB, COpoCcusia TKaHb, B KOTOPYIO
OH 6bin1 06epHYT, M BAPYr OKa3anacb neped 6onbwmnm 3epkanom. OHa 6bina
MOryLeCTBEHHOWN KOJNAYyHbeW, HO O ee HeBEepPOATHOW Marnyeckown cune
3HaNoO TONIbKO BOJMLWEOHOE 3epKao, C KOTOPbIM OHa He paccTaBanach.
Mauexa benocHexKn nocmoTpenacb B 3epKasio U CNpocuna y Hero, KTo
Ccambll KpacuBbIn B KoponeBcTee. M 3epkano oteeTunno: «Mosa Koponesa,
BO BCEM LLApCTBE HET HMKOIO NpeKpacHee Bac».

Kaxabi Beuep KoporeBa HEM3MEHHO 3aJaBana 3epKasny OguH 1 TOT
e BONpOC 1 € pagoCTblo CAblwana OAUH U TOT XKe OTBET.

Mpownwnrogbl, benocHe)kKa Bblpocna 1 CTasia BO BCEM MOXOKa Ha CBOKO
MaTb: OHa Oblfla TakoW e fobpol, BECENOW 1 OYEeHb KPaCUBO.

B cBo BocemHaguatbin AeHb poxaeHua benocHexka co3Bana B cagy
cambix 61M3Kux nogpyr. Mauexa ycnbiana cmex, Bbilwia Ha 6ankoH v uyTb
He 3a,0XHynacb, yBuaes nagyepuuy! benocHexka bbina 06BopoXKMUTENbHA
B CBOEM MPAa3gHMYHOM MaTbe C yKpaleHnAMM, 611eck KOTopbIX Urpan
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B ee rnasax. Koponesa B nepBbll pa3 3ameTusa, YTO AeBYOHKA BbIPOCNa,
NPeBPaTUBLUNCD B NMPEKPACHYIO AEBYLLKY.

— OHa Muna, HO eln, KOHeYHo, Aaneko A0 MeHA! — BOCKMKHYna
Koponesa.

N, utoObl HaMTM nNOATBEPXKAEHME CBOMM CnoBaMm, obpaTmnacb
K 3epkany:

— 3epkKano, 3epKano, CKaXkn MHe OfHON — KTO KPacOTOK CPaBHUTCA
CO MHOW?

— Bawe BennuectBo, — 0OTBeTMNO 3epKano, — Bbl NpPeKpacHb,
Ho benocHekka Bce e Kpacusee Bac.

Ycnbiwase 3TN C/10Ba, KOPOJieBa npuliiia B APOCTb. «f He MO3BOSIO
KaKoW-TO fleBYOHKe 3aHATb MOe MeCTo, — nofdymarna oHa. — MeHsa HnuTo
He OCTaHOBUT»

OHa TyT »e nocnana 3a KOponeBCKMM OXOTHUKOM 1 CKa3asa emy:

— Y MeHsA ecTb Ana 1eba ocoboe nopyyeHue.

— Mos KoponeBa, NpuKaxuTe, 1 A CAenaro BCe, YTo Bbl xoTuTe!

— Y6ein benocHexky! — npowenTtana Koponesa. — OTBeam ee B nec,
cAenan Tak, Ytobbl 3TO 6bINIO MOXOXKE Ha HECUYACTHbIN cny4van. Y npuHecn
MHe ee ceppue B 3Ton WwKaTynke! — gobaBuna mayexa, CyHyB B PyKu
OXOTHUKY HebonbLIoN napew,.

BenocHexkKa pagocTHO 6exana no necy, a OXOTHUK Len 3a Hel cieqom
C ONyLEHHOW rONOBOW 1 BCE AYMAJ O TOM, UTO AOSIXKeH youTb benocHexKy.
HeT, oH HuKorga He caenaet 3Toro! Ho Koponesa pacrnpaBUTbCA C HUM,
€CJI1 OH He BbINONHUT ee «ocoboe nopyyeHney. OXOTHUK YxKe BbIHY HOX
1 nogowwen kK benocHexke, HO B NOCNeAHNN MOMEHT 3aKpuyarn:

— Al He mory NpnYnHUTBL Tebe 6onb!

MpuHuecca obepHynacb M yBMAENa HOX B pPyKax OXOTHMKa. Torga
OH ynaJs Ha KoJIeH/ 1 BO BCeM MPU3Hanca.

— Mosa mauexa? fl... A He Mory B 3TO NOBepuUTb! — BOCK/IMKHYNa
benocHexxka.

— OHa oueHb 3712 U KOBapHa, OHa He OCTAaHOBUTCA HU Mepef yewm,
noka OyfeT 3HaTb, UTO Tbl XNBA, — CKa3an OXOTHUK.

— Y710 e MHe flenaTb? — B CJie3ax Cnpocusa AeByLUKa.

— bern! — 3akpuyan oxoTHUK. — bern Kyga yrogHo! Cnacanca!

BenocHexka Kpenko obHaAna ero M nobexana npoyb. OXOTHUK
LONro CMOTPen en Bcslef, a MOTOM 3allen rnoganblue B fieC U, Bbicneans
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He6onblIOro KabaHa, BbIMYCTUA B HErO CTPeny, MOMOXMWA ero cepaue
B LUKATYNKY 1 BEPHYNCA BO ABopeL. Koponesa He morna goxaaTbca ero
BO3BpaLleHuA.

— Hy uto, — cnpocuna oHa, — Tbl CAenan 1o, YTo A Tebe nprkasana?

— [a, Bawe BennuyectBso, — OTBETU1 OXOTHUK N OTAAN Koposese
LIKATYSIKY.

Mauexa oTKpblfa ee 1 310 paccmesanach.

A ona benocHeXxkn TeM BpemeHeM HacTynana camas cTpallHas
HOUb B ee W3HW: rosloca 3Beper ObiIM MOXOXKM Ha MPUTNYLWEHHbIN
CMeX, a BeTBU JepeBbeB Ka3anncb CTPALIHbIMK fanaMn, KOTopble Tak
N TAHYNNCb CXBaTUTb ee. [puHuecca 6exxana Kyga rnasa rnagar, noka
He yBuaena BAaneke ManeHbKuin JoMuK. M3 TpybObl Ha Kpbiwe LwWwia
TOHKaA CTPyMKa ObIMa, @ B OKHax Urpasn cBeT oT KamuHa. benocHexkKa
nogowsna K oMy 1M pobKo nocTyyana B ManeHbKyl ABepb. Ei HUKTO
He OTBeTWN, W, PeWuBWNCb MOCTyyYaTb CWUIbHEe, OHa HeYaAHHO
TONKHY/a ABepb, KOTOpPaA OKa3anacb He3anepTon. [leByLKe npumwnocb
HarHyTbCA, YToObl NEePecTynUTb NOPOr: B AOMe HUKOro He 6bio. OHa
3aKpbina 3a cobon aBepb, BHUMATENbHO NOCMOTPENa BOKPYT, Aa TaK 1
0OCTanacb CTOATb C OTKPbITbIM OT U3YMJIEHNA PTOM. Ka3anocb, KTO-TO, Kak
Mo BONLWEOCTBY, YMEHbLUW BCE BELLM B JOME: U HAKPbITbIN CTON
C CeMbI0 MaNIeHbKMMIN Tapenkamu, U KpoLleyHble Nprbopbl,
n 6okanbl, K xneb. [llporonogaBlasca npuHLecca
HagKycuna ero v TyT 3amMeTuna NnecTHuUy, BeayLluyto
Ha BEPXHUN dTaxX.

— MoxeT, Tam HaBepXxy KTO-HUOyab eCcTb? — nogymana
OHa.

Ho nogHaBwucb no nectHuue, benocHexka ysupaena
Wb CeMb ManeHbKux Kposaten. OHa npunerna Ha ogHy
M3 HUX U TYT »Ke Kpenko 3acHyna. A B 3TO BpemMA JOMOW
BO3BpaLlanmcb Xo3AeBa.

Cemb THOMOB, KOHEYHO, He OXmAanu 3actaTb y cebA
NpeKpacHyo AeBYLUKY, CNaBLUYIO rNyH6oKMM CHOM.

— OHa KpacuBa, Kak ¢pesa! — npoluenTtan caMblil MasieHbKNI
FHOM.

— A, n0-MoeMy, 3TO HeM3BEeCTHO KTO 3aHAI MO0 KpoBaTb! —
pa3gpaxeHHO OYpKHYN ApYyro rHoOM 1 HaXMypUncs.




— He kpuuute! Bbl pa3byaunte ee! — 3awmnenn Ha HAX BCe OCTalbHbIE.

— A A He cnnto... — cKasana AeBylUKa, NOAHAB Ha THOMOB bnecTALme
OT cnes3rnasa,— MeHA 30BYT benocHeKKa. fl He xoTena TalkoM MPOHUKHY Tb
B Ball ;OM, HO A He 3Hana, Kyaa MHe nartu.

— MoXewb ocTaBaTbCA Y HAC, CKOJIbKO 3axouellb, — XOpPOM
3aroBopuan rHombl. — Tebe 34ecb HMKTO He MOMELIAET: Mbl BECb [€Hb
paboTtaem nopa 3emnen, [obbiBaem AparoUeHHble KaMHW.

B nepBbi pa3 3a gonroe BpemA benocHexka noyyBcTBOBana cebsa
B 6e3onacHocTn. OHa 1 NpeanonoXnTb He MOINa, Kak ObICTPO ee Mayexa
y3HaeT npaBay. A MeX TeM KOPONeBa, 3afaB 3epKany CBOW OObIYHbIV
BOMPOC, yCnbiwana B OTBeT: «Bbl, KOponesa, NpekpacHee BCEX B 3aMKe,
HO benocHexKa, KoTopas XXMBET faneKo B IeCHOM Yalle, BCe XKe KpacrBee
BaC». «A HY NOKaXun MHe eel», NnpnKasana KOposeBa, 1 B 3epKane TyT e
nosasunacb benocHexkKa B OKpy>KeHn1 cemn rHOMOB. YBUAEB 3Ty KapTUHY,
KoponeBa BblbeXxana M3 KOMHaTbl M MNyCTWIAcb BHU3 MO JNecTHUUe
B KOpPOJieBCKMe MOABanbl, e OHa XpaHwuia CBOM KHUMM MO YepHOM
maruu. B nogBane 3a KHMramu KoposneBa npoBesa BClo HOYb, M3MbILLAA
CcpepcTBo, cnocobHoe norybutb benocHexxky. CHayana oHa cBapwuna
CcMepTenbHOe 3e/1be 1 ONyCTua B Hero A6noko. [ToTom npurotoBmna eLle

OAViH BONLWEOHbIV HAaNMUTOK, BbiNUa ero 1, 06paTmBLLNCD
CTapou TOproskon ¢ppyKTamu, nowusna B nec.

A benocHexka, HU O yeM He nofo3pesad, pemnna
oTbnarogapuTb CBOMX HOBbIX APY3€M M MUCneyb ANnA HUX
TOPT. 3ameLlnBana TeCTo, OHa yBMAena, Kak K Jomy nogoLuna
CTapyLKa C NOIHOM KOP3MHOW AGNOK.

— Kak pa3 BoBpemsa!l — BocknukHyna benocHexka.

— Mwnoe guTa, y MeHA eCcTb uYyaHble A6noku anA
TBOero topta. Bot, nonpobyn ogHO, — CKasana CTapyLlka
N NPOTAHYNa benocHeXxKe camoe cnenoe 1 camoe Kpacmeoe
AOGNOKO B KOP3UHe.

benocHe)kka HagKycuna ero n TyT »e yrnasna Ha 3eMsto

6e3 uyBCTB.

KoponeBa yxe npa3gHoBana nobeny, Korga cambiii

CTapbln U CaMbli MyApbIi THOM BAPYr NMOYYBCTBOBA
Hepobpoe M pewwnn BepHyTbcA AomMon. Ho kKorga oH
npuien, 6bi10 y>ke Nno3agHo, benocHexka nexana Ha 3emne,




