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O CMEPTH YHEXOBA

S He ¢aranuct, HO OTHO CEKTAaHTCKOE NOBEPbe BO30YXKJaeT BO MHE MPAYHYIO
YBEPEHHOCTh: CMEPTh YOUpAET deIoBeKa TOr/a, Korja BCe, U JypPHOE H XOPOIlIee, YTo
MOTYIa IOJTyYHUTh OT HETO JKU3Hb, — IOIy4eHO, Mepa AeJ €ro UCIIOIHEHa, U JIUI0 €T0
AcHO nepen borom.

U eme nymaro 51, yTo aOCOMIOTHOM IpaBabl Ha 3eMJIe HET, U IOTOMY Ba)KHO HE TO,
0 9eM ITHIIIET MHUCATeITh, He TE HCTHHBI, KOTOPEIE OH SIKOOBI OTKPEIBaeT, a ero CoOCTBEH-
Hasi JMYHOCTD, TOCKOJIBKY OHA BEJMKA M CBOSOOpa3Ha.

W ucxonst u3 3TUX BYX MOJIOKEHUH, 51 yMato, yTo UeXoB ymep BOBpeMsI U 10JIKEH
OBLT yMEpeTh.

OpHaXpl, OCEHHEH CISIKOTBI0, TIPoxXos 1o IleTepOyprekoit cTopoHe, s HOAHSII ©
na”enu OyMakKy, Ha KOTOpOH MaJorpaMOTHBIH 4eloBek 3anucai cebe Te KHUTH, KO-
TOpBIE XOTEJI B35ITh N3 Onbnuoreku. Tak v ObUIO 3aMMCaHO: B3ATh TO-TO M «TPETHH TOM
YexoBa-MHUIIOTO YETOBEKa» !

B 10 BpeMst MHOTO TOBOPUIIM O TOM, YTO YEJIOBEK 3BYUYUT OYEHb TOPMO, U U3 MUJI-
JIMOHOB XYJIUTAaHOB, TOOPOJETENBHBIX MEIaH, COJ/AT, MyKHKOB, KYIIIIOB, YNHOBHH-
KOB, TIOTIOB U apei CTPEMUIINCH BEUICTINTH BEIMIECTBEHHBIH 00pa3 yesioBeKa.

Bb110 IOTpadeHo MHOTO CTapaHHK M MHOTO IIyMa, HO BETMUECTBEHHBIH 00pa3 He
BBITAQHIIOBBIBAJICS U POKOBBEIM 00pa3oM, uepe3 CHIly, TOPIOCTh, CBOEBOIME U CBEPX
MepeKUBAHUS, BIaJal B BEIMUECTBEHHYIO MOLUIOCTb, JKENABIIYIO INIEBaTh HA BECh
CBET U IUTIOIOIIYIO Ha COOCTBEHHOE CaMOJOBOJILHOE UPEBO.

Yenoeka oOpshkanyu B IUIAll WHIWBUIyalll3Ma, HaJeBaIM XUTOH XPUCTHaHUHA,
COBAJIM €My B PyKy KpacHBIH (urar ToBapuiia, MyCKajJH TOJSIKOM aHApXHCTOM Ha
OTOJIEHHOM 3€MIIE, @ OH; OACTBIM U IOJIblH, paBHO YIIOPHO OKa3bIBaJICS €CIH HE 3BEPh
3BEPEM, TO CBUHbS CBUHBEH.

[Mo-npexxHeMy, poXXaasch, YeJI0BEK CTAHOBUIICS B TSATOCTH ceOe U IPYyTHM U aKKy-
paTHO yBEeIHYHBAJI COOOIO PSIBI MM IJIOXUX JIFOAEH, OT KOTOPBIX XKUTh CKBEPHO, WU
OYEHb XOPOUINX, IPUHIUNUAIBHBIX, C KOTOPBIMHU KUTh TPYIHOBATO.

Jonro 51 gyman Haja TeM, KaKUM JIOJDKEH OBbITh, HAKOHEL], YEI0BEK, YTOOBI OT €ro
JMYHOCTH HE TOPUYAJIH BO BCE CTOPOHBI OCTPBIE YIIIBI IIPSIMO B pebpa ero OmmkHnM. 1
TONBKO Haiinsg 3Ty OyMakKy, B KOTOpPOH KakKoif-TO HawWBHBEIH Opar MOW OT BCETro
HEMYJZIPOT'0 CEp/lia BOCKIMKHYII 110 agpecy YexoBa «MUIIBIIN»! — s KO€-4TO ypa3yMel
¥ HapHCOBAJI HAKOHeI[ ce0e HACTOSIIEro YeTIOBeKa.

OT0 He BENUUECTBEHHBIH 00pa3 — U 370 cinaBa bory — ubo oT Benmumii Bcex
COPTOB Ha CBET CMOTPETh CTAJO0 TOLIHO.

Ho »10 Yenosek, mpu KH3HU KOTOPOTO Y BCEX BO30Y)KAaeTcs JKeaHWEe BOUTH C
HHM B 00IIIEHNE, a TT0CIIe CMEPTH SIBIISIETCS HOTPEOHOCTH TUXO U BAYMYHBO F'OBOPHTH
0 HEM, HEYJIIOBUMBIMH COMMKCHUSIMHU TIEPEHOCS M3 €0 JINYHOCTH B CBOIO HEUTO Jpa-
TOLIEHHOE.

Taxnm genoBexoM ObIT UeXoB.

51 He ycmen y3HaTh €To JINYHO, BEIMIS Ha JINTEPATYPHYIO TOPOTY IyTh JIX HE B TOX
€r0 CMEPTH, HO 51 3HAIO €0 JIy4lle MHOTUX U3 T€X, YTO HaMO30JIMIM MHE 1J1a3a U JAyILy.

3nato, 100 BCsAKUM, 3HaBIIMM YexoBa, MPU BOCIOMHUHAHUU O HEM CTaHOBHUTCA
JIACKOB, 33 lyM4UBO I'PYCTEH, UHTEPECEH U MHOTO FOBOPUT O HEM, TOPOIISICH BBICKA3aTh
YTO-TO OCOOCHHOE, YEMY Ha YEJIOBEUECKOM SI3bIKE U Ha3BaHUS HET; a BCe, HE 3HABILIHE
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€ro, CIIPAIIMBAIOT O HEM W, CITyIIasi, CTAHOBSTCS THIIIE, MATYE M Kak OyJTO JTydIIe.

Obasane YexoBa M TOIDKHO OBITH HCKIIIOUYUTEIBHBIMA U HOCHTH OCOOBIH MBI
Xapakrep, n00 B HEM COSTMHMINCH BCE JyUIINE, MIJIBIC YePTHI YEI0BEIECKOTO TyXa.

BbI1 OH TOHKO OCTPOYMEH, UMeN B3IV OECIIPeeNbHO IHPOKUil U, He HaBaJIUBa-
SICh BCEH TSKECThIO, KAK MHOM CIIOH MBICIM YE€JIOBEYECKOM, B OJHY TOYKY, JIETKO
MIPOXOJHI MBICIBIO 110 BCEM M3rHOaM XKHU3HU, B €€ PaJOCTH, rope, M033UH, CKyKe,
IIYTOCTH, TPATHYHOCTH, CII0KHOCTHU U MIPOCTOTE.

BBt OH 100p M HEe ceHTUMEHTalIeH, H00 HUKOrO He HEHaBHAEN, HO HUKOTO M HE
00ITI000BEIBAJI CBEIIIE MEpPHL. BEIT HEXXEH M He cIamiaB, ¢ TJaCKOBOW HPOHUEH OTHOCSACH
KO BCEMY, UTO TPOTaeT KPacoToi M BO30yKIaeT JKaIOCTh CBOEH CIab0CThIO M HEOM-
TOBEUHOCTBIO, KaK BCE Ha 3eMJ€. BblI OH KyIbTypeH BO BCEX MEJIOYAX M IPOCTO
€CTECTBEHEH, KaKk peOeHOK. BBl OH OONBIION XyMOXKHUK — BECENO-TPYCTHBIH U
IPYCTHO-BECEIbIil, — U, UUTAasl €r0 PacCKa3bl, XOUETCS U 3aIIaKaTh, U yIbIOHYThCS HAJ
TEM MOJJHEBOIBHBIM TPAaru3MoM, UMsI KOTOPOMY — UeJIoBeuecKas XHU3Hb. bbll OH THX,
HE TpeMel, KaKk Meb 3BEHsIas 1 KUMBaJ OpSIAIoIMi, HO TOJIOC ero JIOXOIHI 10
CaMbIX YyTKUX M CaMbIX IIyXUX JIIOJEH paBHO.

Bcesikast Menodb MMOBCETHEBHOM XHM3HHU, K KOTOPOW OH MPHKAcaJCs TN KOTOpas
IIpUKacajack K HeMy, IpruodpeTanra 0coOBIH, 3ayIIeBHO-MIIIBII XapaKTep.

OTOI0 BECHOIO 51 ToceTul fady Yexosa B Snre.

Bt yxe cymepku, U B 06eJIoM 0oMe, 0T KOTOPOTO BUIHO 3acChINAroNiee MOpe U
LIeBEJSIINECS] OTOHBKH BECENIOr0 TOpojKa, ObUIO THXO, Kak Ha kinaadume. CIoBHO
YepHble MOHAXW, BBIIIEAIINE Ha MOJIMUTBY, CTOSUIM BHU3Y KHMAPHCHl U THXO LIIH K
MOPIO, a caj, TIe s CUJe] B OKUJIaHUH CBETa M KIFOUCH, ObII KaKOi-TO 0COOCHHBIMH,
YEXOBCKHMIA: JIEPEBbsI BCE TOHEHBKUE, — CTPOHHBIE, JOPOXKKU HEOOTaThIe U 3ayMUH-
BEI€, M XOZIWJI TI0 HUM PYYHOH XypaBib UexoBa, cepbe3Hast OAMHOKAs MITHIA.

B nome Bce 65110, Kak pu YexoBe, 1 Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO BBIIIEN 32 ABEPb.
U mopaxaiio B 3TOM JAOMe IIPOCTOTa U ynoOCTBO OOCTAaHOBKH, B KOTOPOH OBLIO Bce,
YTO MIOMOTAeT XUTh, U HE ObIJIO HUYETO, YTO MelIaeT, TpeOys 3a00Thl U JTHIITHETO I0-
yTeHus. Tak Korna-to OyJeT )KUTh HACTOSIIUN KYJIBTYPHBINA YET0BEK.

U ymen s, yHOCs B Iylle AyX THXOH Me4Yaad O TOM, YTO YEIOBEK MOXKET OBbITh
YAUBHUTEIBHO XOPOILIMM, OCTABUTh HA BCEM, K UeMy IIPUTParkBaJICsi, 0COOBII oTmeya-
TOK MUJION OZYXOTBOPEHHOCTH M OCMBICTIEHHOCTH, ¥ TaKOH YEJIOBEK yMHUPAET, KaK U
BCE.

U Torma-To MHE MPHUILIO B TOJIOBY, 4TO YeX0B ymMep BOBpEMS.

He B Tom cocrtosuio riaBHoe UexoBa, uTo OH ObLT MHUcaTeIb U Hanucan «B oBra-
pe», «/ly>nb» u Ipyroe, ¥ He B TOM COCTOST PAacUBET €ro JINYHOCTH, YTO K ATHHHOMY
CIIHCKY CBOMX IIPOU3BeACHUH npubaBmi oH «Apxuepes», «Heecty» u « BuniHeBblit
caay, a B TOM, YTO OH caM ObLIT TAKOB, KAKOB OBbLI, a HE APYTOM.

IIpo>1BH OH elle ThICAYH JIET — K TOMY 00pa3y, KOTOPBIH ABIAET UL €r0 KU3HH,
He IpHOaBIIIOCH OBl HOBBIX YepT, OO eciii OBl OHM He OBLIH ITOBTOPEHHEM U OBLTH
JeWCTBUTEITLHO HOBBIMH, TO TIOJTyYHJICS OBI HOBEIH, 00pa3, — MOXKET OBITb, €IIie BHIIIE,
eIIle JTydIle, HO MHOH. A 3a HUM ncue3 OBI TOT, KOTOPBIH MBI IMEEM H IIeHa KOTOPOMY
HEU3Mepuma.

W Hamumm oH erme THICAYY IPEKPacHbIX Bellel U Oy[b OHU HOBBIMH, SBUCH XOTS
Obl pa3BuTHEM OpaBypHOU HOTKH, 3a3By4aBiuei B «HeBecTe», Mbl OTYYHIH Obl, OBITH
MOXKET, THcaTes emle OOIBIIEro, ellle TalaHTIMBEHIIEro, HO yTPaTuIn Obl 3aKOHUEH-
Horo nucarens Yexopa, TOro, KOTOPbIA UMEN CBOIO HEJOCATAEMYIO TPYCTHYIO Ipe-
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JIeCcTh, KaKyl0 MMEIOT BECEHHHE CyMepKH, Kakas Mcye3aeT IPH BOCXONE COJHIA, HO
JparolieHHast YeJI0BeKy He MEHee SIPKOTO JIHS.

Tak 3a3BEHHUT OJHA CTPYHA W IOPBETCS C JOITUM 3aMHUPAIOIINM 3BYKOM. BEITH
MOXET, HE TTOPBHCH OHA, 3BYK Pa3poccst OBl B MOTYUyl0 CHUM(OHHIO, CIIIENCs OBI ¢
TBHICSYaMH APYTHX 3ByKOB M ObLI ObI OJICCTSII M 3BYU€H, HO 3ByK [IOPBaBLIEHCS CTPYHBI
HE 3a3BCHEJI B BO3JyXe, U TA 0C00ast MeyaabHO 3alyMUHBasi KpacoTa, KOTOPYIO JIIOAN
CIIBIILIAT B 3BYKE IIOPBAHHON CTPYHBI, M HE JIOLIIA OBI IO UX CIIyXa.

A MexIy TeM Ha3peBaIn BpeMeHa Ka3HeH, Teppopa, SKCIIpONpraniy, aHapXu3ma,
BOCCTaHHSI MacC, CBEPXKEHUSI MEPTBBIX M Ka3HU JKUBBIX HJIOJIOB, M KaXK/IbIH YETIOBEK,
TeM OoJbIie, YeM OOJIBIIE TyIa ero, T0JHKEH H3MEHHUTD YacTh JIyIIH CBOCH, 1aB B HEl
OTBET Ha BCE MYKH M KPOBb IIPOXOJSIIETO BPEMEHH.

U noTtomy, Korya s cisliry, 4To YeXoB yMep B paciBeTe TajJaHTa, 4To elle MHOToe
Mo OBI cJiefIaTh, YTO CyAb0a HeClpaBeyiiBa U cMepTh UexoBa Helena, MHE CTPaHHO
3TO GIBINIATD.



CMEPTD bAILIKMHA

MHe TOIBKO TPUALATH JIET, a KOIa s ONISABIBAIOCH Ha3aj, MHE KaXKeTcs, OyaTo
e sl IO KakoMy-TO OTPOMHOMY KIIaJOWINy M HUYEro He BHJEN, KpOMe MOTHI U
KpecToB. PaHO MM O371HO Ie-HUOYAb BEIpacTaeT HOBAst MOTUIIA, M KAKUM ObI TaMsIT-
HUKOM €€ HU YKPaCHIIH, IPOCTBIM KPECTOM WIJIM TPAaHUTHON IpOMasiol, Bce paBHO —
9T0 OyZIET BCe, YTO OT MEHs OCTAaHETCs. B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB, 3TO M HE BayKHO: 1 Oeccmep-
THE BEIb CKY9HAas, ¥ )KU3HB MaJIo JIo0onbITHa. CKBEpHO TO, YTO CMEPTH CTpAIlHa, H,
MIOKaJyH, TaKk ¥ HE PEIINIIECS COOCTBEHHOPYYHO OTHPABHUTH ceds K UepTy; Oyments
XKHTH JIOJTO, JOJITO UATH II0 3TOMY KJIaJOUIITy, KOTOPOE HA3bIBAIOT XKHU3HBIO, H MUMO,
OecKOHEYHO BIpacTasi, Bce OyIyT MeNbKaTh HOBBIE KpecTsl. Bee moporoe, Bce Muinoe
OCTaHeTCs 033y, U JoOpeAelb 10 KOHIIa OUH, KaK MepcT.

Bot ymep u bamrkun. Eme oqHuM U3 TeX, ¢ KeM BBIILIEN S Ha TUTEPaTypHYO JOPO-
Ty, CTaJl0 MEHBIIIE.

A BmpoueM, M XOpOIIO czaenal, 4To ymep. Pamoctn B ero xu3HH OBUIO Tak
HEMHOTO, 4TO €€ He XBaTWJIO OBl M Ha OUH JIEHb CYIIECTBOBAHHI CAMOTO CPEIHETO
oObIBaTensi. BpeMeHa, korja imTteparypa ObUTa KilaJie3eM BCSISCKOM noOpomeTend,
JaBHO mpouiy. M3 Bcex 1menei Moje3no B Halll MUPOK CTOJIBKO APSTHY, HAYaJICsl TAKOM
kabak, Takast Oupka, 4TO0 CKPOMHOMY, TUXOMY balikuHy OBLIO B HEM TaK e XOPOIIIO,
KaK BacWUJbKy, OpOLIIEHHOMY B IbLIb Ha 0a3apHO# muiomaan. MoxeT ObITh, B ObLIbIE
BpEMeHa TUXasl IPENIeCTh €ro TYLIX U 3aJyMUHBO HEKHOTO JapOBaHUS OLIEHUIUCH ObI
HHa4e, HO TeNepb, Ha OOMBIION AOpore JTUTEpaTyphl, B HIyME U IPOXOTe KyIUTH U
MIPOZIAXKH, B XUTPOCIUIETCHHOH OOphOe MHTPHUT M PEKJIaMbl HY)XHBI KPETIKHE PYKH,
MOTy4asi MBICITB, JKecToKoe cepare. Hudero storo y Bamkina He OBITO, M OH KHJI B
3aToHe, OeACTBOBAJI, HAZPHIBAJICS M yMep, KaK M000aeT PycCKOMY IHCATelNo, B Ya-
XOTKE.

Maro xT0 3Haet ero, uMs bamkuHa He 3aiiMeT B IUTepaTrype OOIBIIOr0 MECTa.
Tanant y Hero OblT HEOONBIION; BCA MpeNecTh €ro 3aKIoyYanach B TOM, YTO caM
Bamkud ObLT MUIIBIA, KPOTKUHM, UCKPEHHUH A0 MIYyOHHBI JYLIH, XOPOLIMNA YETOBEK.
DTN IMYHBIE Ka9eCTBa OTPaXKaIHCh B €T0 paboTe, Kak roixyboe HeOO B YMCTOMH BozE, U
TIPUJIAaBAJIN €T0 MaJICHBKOMY TaJlaHTy CBOCOOpa3HyI0, 3ayMUNBYIO IIPEIICCTD.

Korma-an0ynp, eciay s MCIONHIO OJHO W3 CBOMX JKEJIAHWIH- OCTaBUTDH IIHPOKYIO
KapTHHY U3 )KU3HHU TeX, KOTOPHIX CyAb0a ompenesia ObITh COIBIO 3eMIIH, JTOBIIAMHI
YEJIOBEKOB M KOTOPBIE CIENalIN U3 JTUTEPaTypPsl BEPTEI MEJIKUX XKYIHKOB, — S IaM B
poMaHe U Tull ballkyHa, BEpHBIN TOW CBETJION IAaMATH, KOTOPasi OCTalach BO MHE O
HeM. Teneps UL €T elle CIUIIKOM OJIU3K0, MEJIOYH BOCTIOMUHAHHUH MENbKAIOT IIepe]
IV1a3aMH CIMIIKOM MecTpo. W CIUIIKOM ApKH epeao MHOHU TpHU KapTUHBI, TPU MOMEH-
Ta €ro CMEPTH U MOXOPOH, KOTOPEIM 0000IIEHHUS 51 eIlie 1aTh HE MOTY.

51 me Bunan bamxkuHa okono roxa. OxHa 1 Ta ke 001e3Hb y 000HX pa3bpocaa Hac
I10 pa3HBIM yiiaM. 1 TobKo 3a IeHb 10 €T0 CMEPTH MBI YBUISIIUCH B IOCIIEAHUI pas.

Korza st Bomren B koMHaty, bamkus cman: mox Mop¢dueM, CTpaHHBIM U CTPAIIHBIM
cHoM. KT0-TO epxai cBedy, ¥ sKeNTHIH CBET IATHAMHE K0JIe0aJICs Ha IIOTOJIKE U CTEHAX
CO CTpaHHBIM pHCYHKOM 000eB. IloueMy Tak mopaxaeT HHOTAA KaKas-HUOYIb METI0Ub?
A 5 IOMHIO, YTO C )KyTKUM 4yBCTBOM IIOCMOTpEI Ha 3TH 000H; BOKPYT BCeil KOMHATHI,
B CTPaHHBIX U IPYOBIX JIMHUSX 1T KaKHE-TO IMTapbl, ¥ I0YEMY-TO ObUIO HENPUSITHO
U Ja’ke IPOTHBHO AyMaTb, YTO OHM HHMKOTAA He Mrpany... CBeT moasal Mo CTeHaM,
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0€3MOJIBHO-PO30BBIM PSIIOM BBITSATHBAJIN THTAPHl CBOM TOHKUE HAPUCOBAHHBIC IIIEH,
¥ Ha MOCTEJM C XPHUIIOM M CBHCTOM MOJBIMANIACh TPYIbh YeNOBEKa, KOTOPHIH B ATy
MUHYTY, MOXKET OBITh, CO CTPAIITHON CHIIOH OOPOJICS T/Ie-TO Ha TPaHH )KU3HU U CMEPTH.
BoiTh MOXeET, 9TO ObLIa aronus, u bamkuH ymep Obl, ecu ObI MBI €r0 HE Pa30yIuIy.
B nepByro MUHYTY, KOTIa OH OTKPBLUI IM1a3a, balkuH, 04eBUIHO, HUYETO HE CO3HABAIL.
CrpaHeH U cTpalleH ObUl B3N] ATHUX MPSMO Ha MEHS YCTPEMJICHHBIX, KaKk OyATO
OTKYyAa-TO U3 CTPALIHOIO JJajieKa CMOTPSAIINX I1a3.

— Bacwimit BacunseBuy, — 1mo3Bain .

U Bapyr B3 m3MeHumics. Kak GyTo 4To-TO y>KacCHOE U HEMOHATHOE UCUE3TI0 OT
3ByKa MOETO rojioca. 3HaKOMOE BBIPa)KEHHUE JIACKM U IPUBETA MOABUIOCH HA IOIY-
MEPTBOM JTUIIe, ¥ OONILHOU MOTSHYJICS KO MHE HaBCTpeuy. Sl HarHyics u MOIEIoBal
ero. U sapyr bamkxus 00XBaTHI MOIO TOIOBY, IPMXKaN K TPyAH, B KOTOPOI XpuUIeno,
KIJIOKOTAJIO ¥ OMIIOCH YTO-TO, CTaJl HEXKHO-HEKHO, KaK MaTh peOeHKa, TNIaJAUTh MEHSI 10
rosioBe. Momya, kak OyJTO ¢ BEIUKOM JIIOOOBBIO, M KaK OYATO ¢ HEKHOH JKaIOCThIO, U
OyZTO IIPOCS MEHSI 3aIIUTHTh U CIIACTHU €TO.

U ctpanHo. S, BcTpeTuBmuii bamkuza ¢ camoro nepBoro ero pacckasa, BCIo XKH3Hb
TTOMOTABIIIHI €My, BCET/Ia OBIBIIIAI CTAPIIMM €T0 3aIIUTHHKOM 1 TTIOKPOBHTENIEM, B 3Ty
MUHYTY, CIBIIIA, KAK YTO-TO TPO3HO XPHUITHT U KIIOKOYET B €T0 TPY/IH, a pyKa ero ciaba
CKOJIB3HT TI0 MOUM BOJIOCAM, YyBCTBOBAJ Ce0s1 MaJICHPKUM, HIYTOXKHBIM U CTTa0BbIM.

He ot poxknenus, a oT GMIM30CTH CMEPTH HAJI0 CYMTATh TOJa YeIOBeKy. UTo 3HAI
Bamikus, 4To OH NEepexuI, s y3Halo elle He CKopo. M Moii XBasieHbIi TalaHT, MOE UM,
Boxxe Moii, kKak OHM OBUIM HUYTOXKHBI MEped TOM mocieqHe MyapOCTbIO BEJIUKON
J00BU U KaJIOCTH, KOTOPYIO Aajia ballkuHy cMepTh, CTOSIBILIAS TYT )K€, PSIOM C HAMU.

Korga-to mMbl MHOrO cnopuiad ¢ bamkuHbiM. Mou B3IIsABI U3BECTHBL. MHOIO
BpPEMEHH MBI POKHIIA BMECTE, | 51, KaK O0Jiee CHITbHBIH, JaBUJI €r0 CBOMM aBTOPHUTE-
ToM. Temepp Hactaso Bpems moaBecTH WUTOTH. OIMH M3 HAC KOHYAI IOCIEIHIOI0
CTpaHUILy cBOEH KU3HU. U s CIPOCHII €T0 C KYyTKUM JIFOOOIBITCTBOM:

— Hy uro x, Bacunuii BacuiseBuy, COIIINCH MM PA30ILINCH eIIle OOJBINE MBI C
BaMU Teneps?

Bamkun, He ynpi6asich, IpsMO, CBETIBIMH U JOOPBIMH IIa3aMH [TIOCMOTPEN MHE B
JIMLIO.

— Pasonuce, — cka3an oH. — Hao mro0uTh 1 jkaneTs Beex.

Yro *x, MOXeT ObITh, OH ¥ IpaB. He 3Hato.

Ho, xpoMe 3710051 1 HEHABUCTH, YTO MOIJIO OBITh Y MEHSI B JIyIIIe, KOT/Ia MBI ITPO-
BOXKaIW Tpo6 bamkuHa B MOTHIIKY.

Kaxk maso 65110 mpoBoxatsix! Cpeut OrpOMHOTO 6€7I0T0 MOoJIst, IO KOJIEHO B CHETY,
3aHOCUMBIE METEIbIO, KaKue MaJIeHbKUE U JKaJKHe, TOHKHO OBITh, Ka3aluch Mbl. be-
JIBIA TPOO MeJIEHHO KOJIBIXAJICS BIIEPEIH, METeN b CEKJIa U Tpernaa ABe-TpHU LIBETHbIE
JICHTOYKH BEHKOB, HIYET0 He OBLJIO BUIHO KPYyroM, KpoMe OEeIoro Mot 1a HeyCTaHHO
Hecyeiics Oenoit Metenu. S men 3a rpoOOM, IPOBANKBAJICS B CHET U B COTHIHA pa3
MIPOYUTHIBA HA/IITUCH HA BEHKE:

— Jloporomy OTIy ¥ MyXY OT JKEHBI ¥ ChIHA. — DTO OBLIT MaJICHBKHIA U XKAITKAN
BEHOYEK, U HAJNKCh ObUIa HEe HA JICHTE, a Ha )KECTSIHOH JIOIIEUKe, KaKylo MPUOUBAIOT
Ha KpecTax MOCIeIHET0 KIaI0HIIeHCKOTO pa3psia.

Sl uutan u gyman o ToM, YTO y MEHSl B KapMaHe Jie)XkaT IBeCTH pyOIel, ¢ Tpyaom
coOpaHHbIe MHOIO JUia ceMbH barikuna. /[yman o Tom, uro xeHa bamkuna emie He
3HAET O €ro CMEPTH, LyMaja O TOM, YTO OHa POAMJIA MOYTH B TOT )K€ JI€Hb, KOIa OH
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yMep, AyMaJI ellie 0 TOM, 9TO ke OYIyT IeNaTh ero «KeHa U ChIH» nanbire? J[yman eme
0 TOM, 9TO BEJlb 3TO BCE XK€ «ITOXOPOHBI IHCATEIN, U, eH-bory, cTpaHHO OBUIO B 3Ty
MHHYTy TpeOOBaTh y MEHS JIOOBH M JKaJIOCTH K TEM MWIJIIMOHAM KyMIOB, mapeit
KW3HH, 3Bepel U Mep3aBLEB, KOTOPHIE YTO-TO JKPAJIH, BOPYA U POKOYA yTPOOOif rpo-
MaJIHOTO TOPOZia, CMyTHO CHHEBILIETO HA Kparo TOPH30HTA, 32 IOJIOTOM HEYCTaHHOI
METeH.

Ja Oynb OHM TPYIKABI IPOKIIATHI Bee!

A HEYTO H CBETJIOE OCTAJIOCh B AyIIE OT ATHUX MOoXopoH. [loyemy cBetiioe, Koraa B
CYIIHOCTH — €pyHJa, MeJI0Yb U CIy4aifHOCTh — HE 3HAI0, a YTO-TO OCTAJIOCH.

Korzma mbI ommyckamy rpo0 B MOTHITY, BEIPEITYIO Ha KPECTBSIHCKOM KIJIQAOHIIE, Me-
TeNb MponuIa. beiT CBETNbIN, OeNblid, YHCTHIM 3UMHUHN AeHb. [laxigo Mopo3oMm, U B
KpYyIIbIX OeNbIX mankax cTosuti Kpectbl. Cras roiyoeit bor 3HaeT oTkyna HanmeTena
Ha Moruity. Tpenenia KpbUIbsSMH, TOTyOr HOCHIUCH Mexay Hamu. OIMH BCe OPBIBAJI-
csl cecTh Ha rpo0 u, omieTasi, caauics Ha Onrxaiimuii kpect. Kpacruso GbL10.

MoskeT OBITh, OTIPaBIaHUE BCETO MHPA H €CTh B KpacoTe? MoKeT OBITh, BCE CyIIe-
CTBYET TOJNBKO JUIS TOTO, YTOOBI OB KpacoTa?

Kpacota romy6eii, 6emoro 3uMHero JHs, 6emoro rpoda, THXOH TPYCTH, TPEIECTH

ymepieit ppioi aymm bauikusa.



O TOJICTOM

Ecnu 651 B TO Bpems, korna Mowucelt men ymupars Ha ropy, a Mucyc Bo3HoCHcs
Ha He0O, CyIIECTBOBAJIH ra3eThl, 00)KECTBEHHBIE JIETSH B BPSIL JIX AOILIHA OBl 10 HAC
B BHUJE JIereHabl. BMecTo HuX Obutd ObI OrojuieTeHu. B sTux OroisereHsx ObLia ObI
npasza, HO IIpaB/ia O MPEICMEPTHOM U3XKore, UKOoTe U cynoporax. HyxxHa ju yenoBe-
YeCTBY 3Ta IONUIast MpaBaa? — CHpAIIUBACT OIHMH ITyOIUIHCT.

CTpaHHBIN 1 JIETKOMBICIICHHBIH BOTIPOC: TpaBia HUKOT/IA He ObIBaeT monnioi. Oxa
MOYKET OBITh CTPAITHON, OTBPATUTEIHHON MIIH JKECTOKOH, HO TIONIIOCTh HE KUBET B
mpasze. 11 mpexe Bcero u Bceraa Haao 3HATH NPABAY, XOTS ObI HEIOHYIO, XOTs ObI
TOJIBKO O MPEICMEPTHOM n3kore. Jlaxe n3kora 1act OONbIIIE, 4eM caMasi CIa0CTHAS
JIeren ia, n0o JereHaa ecTb 00MaH, M KaKMM ObI BO3BBIIIAIONIAM HH OBLT OH, HEM30€EK-
HO COMHEHHE U pa30yapoBaHue, a 32 HUMH MOJTHOE OTYasHUE.

Boxxe Moii, Kak Jjajieko OBUTH OBI MBI TETIEPH OT TOTO TOITKOTO, HE AAIOIIET0 HUKAKOH
OITOPHI HOTaM YelIOBEKa MECTa, Ha KOTOPOM CTOHMM, €CITH OBI YEIOBEYECTBO IILIO ITyTEM
TpaBJbl, KakoBa OBl OHA HU ObLIa, a He OPOCaIoch U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY 3a OOJIOT-
HBIMU OTHSIMH KPACHBIX BBIMBICIIOB.

MHorue, B Ta3eTHBIX CTaThsIX, MUChbMAaxX W JIMYHBIX Oecenax, CIpamIiBald MEHs,
1o4yeMmy s He IPUHSUT y4acTusl B oxopoHax Tonctoro?

S nukoraa He crpemudicst B Scuyro [omsiay, koraa TosncToit ObLT KUB, a TENepsb,
KOTZa OH yMep, CTajlo M3BECTHO OJHO M3 €ro MOCJIEAHUX NuceM. «BeuyHble TocTH,
KHHeMarorpadpl, aBHATOPBI U POY. CACTAIH OTBPATHTEIEHON MO0 KH3HB, 5 TOJDKEH
OTAOXHYTb...»

KoneuHno, 310 roBopusioch He 0 TeX, HUIIUX JAyXOM, KOTOpble U K Toactomy 3a
pa3pelnieHueM MYYUTENIbHBIX COMHEHUH M XOTEIH BOIUIOTHTHh WJIM BOIUIOIIATIH B
CBOEH KU3HU 3aBETHI €0 yueHus. Takue Jeany ero *u3Hb MOJTHON CMBICIA, U TAKUX
OH XOTeJ U He MOT HE XOTeTh BUAETh. ITO OBUIM POAHBIE €TO MO IyXY, U CEpALe ero
pazoBaoch U 6ONEN0 BMECTE C HUMH.

O yem ctai ObI TOBOPUTH ¢ HUM 517 Kakoe yn0oBOIbCTBUE MOIIIO JOCTaBUTh CTApH-
Ky IOCELEHUE MHcaTens, Mo AyXy MCKPEHHO UY)KIOro ero Bepe?.. YIOBOJILCTBUE
criopa? Ham He Ha 10 OBII0 U151 3TOTO BHACTH (GPU3NOHOMUH IPYT ApyTa. 51 ObII U3BECTEH
eMy Kak IHcaTellb, ¥ eCITH Obl MOH B3DIISABI HA KU3HH HHTEPECOBAIIH €r0, OH MOT ObI
TPOYECTh MOM KHUTH, KaK 5 IPOYUTAII €T0. 3aCTABIISATH KE €r0 HHTEPECOBaThCS MHOIO,
3aCTaBJIATh CIIOPUTH 51 HE XOTeJ. B MO )KM3HU OH CBHITpa CIIMIIKOM OOJIBIITYO POJIb,
YTOOBI S HE YyBCTBOBAJ K HEMY OJ1arofapHOCTH U He kajen Obl ero. 1 kak xaib, 4To
TaK e He MMOCTYNaJN BCe Te, KTO Je3 K HeMy 0e3 BCSKOTro ONpeAesIeHHOro Jena, Ha-
TIOJTHSUI €ro IOM CYETO#l BOPILIOBOrO MpHeMa, XONWJI 32 HUM IO ISITaM M, HaKo-
Hell, — «OTPaBWJI eMy Xu3Hb»! bor 3HaeT, ckonbko pa3 ToacToit MedTa o ToM, 9TOOBI
4epT yOpall BceX 3THX Ha30MIIMBBIX MyX, JIE3YIIUX €MY B IJ1a3a M YIIIH, YTOOBI 0CTAIOCh
BO3JI€ HETO HECKOJILKO YEJIOBEK, M B THXOH Oecelie C HUMH, B YeAWHEHHUH SICHOTIOJISTH-
CKOM, MOT OBl OH TTOXHTb, IIOyMaTh U TIOMOJIUTHCSI TO-CBOEMY.

Hy a uTo kacaercst COOCTBEHHO MMOXOPOH, TO, €CIIA KOMY JOCTABIISET YIOBOJIGCTBUE
BO3UTBCSI C TPYMaMH, MOCHIIATh MOTHUJIKH €J0YKOW, TacKaTh BEHOYKH U TOJIOCHUTH
BEUHYIO MaMsITh — J1eJ10 uX. Ha 3To ThMa OXOTHUKOB, MHE K€ ATO HU K yemy. [lomeHb-
e Obl BO3HHU C TPYIOM, T0OOJIbIIE OBl YBaXKEHUS K )KUBOMY. A TO IIPU >KU3HHU, TOUYHO
pu3bl XPHUCTOBBI, 110 JKUBOMY TeJy JIeNuiId ToJICTOro Ha reHUaIbHOTO XyAOKHUKA U
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IIJIOXOT'O MBICJIUTENS], B 3T0XY PEBOJIIOLUY [IPOBO3MIAILAIN €r0 BBDKUBIIMM U3 yMa
CTapUKAILKOH, BCIO )KU3Hb TEP3aJIU HAIIOMUHAHUSIMHU O pa3iafie MEKAY XKHU3HbIO €10 U
YUCHHEM, JIC3NU B TJ1a3a, TeP3alIi, OCKOPOJISITH, a TIOCIIe CMEPTH 3aBBUIH, KaK BOJKH B
oie.

Onna OapsIIHS paccKa3bIBala MHE, KaK B IeHb cMepTH ToscToro mpubeskan K Heit
HEKHUH CTYJIEHT U CKa3aJl, CXBaTUBILICH 32 FOJIOBY: KaK MbI Oy/IeM >KUTb, KaK MbI OyneM
JplnaTh 6e3 Hero!.. A korna JHs 4epes TPH )KeCTOKast OapbIIIHs HEBUHHO OCBEAOMH-
Jack, KaK €ro 370pOBbE U KaK €My JIBIIIUTCS, CTyAECHT yAUBUICS, a MIOHSB 3710CTh BO-
mpoca, *ecToko obumencs... Huvero, AbIIUT ¥ 1O cedl NeHb!.. DTO He MyCTIK, U
CTYAEHT 3TOT — SPKHUH BBIPA3UTENTb MHOTHX TBHICSY BeChMa JaJeKHX OT HAaHBHOCTH
mroneit. CKoIbKO OBLIO CIOPOB, C yUacTHeM Ipembepa [lexanosa, MexX Iy IpO4YnM O
TOM, CTPAIIHO WM HE CTPAIIHO XUTH ¢ ToncTeM 1 6e3 ToncToro, CKONbKO H3BECTHBIX
Jrofieit mucasno, YTo UM Jerde kUTh ¢ TOJICTBIM, YTO OHU CHACTIMBEI, KHBS B OJHO
BpeMsi C HUM, a My TeM HUKTO M3 HUX B CBOEH JKU3HM, U KaK UelloBeKa, U KaK MH-
caresi, He IPUHSI HU OJHOTO U3 3aBETOB TOICTOrO U MOCHe CMEPTH €ro MpoJoIKal
JKHUTh COBEPILIEHHO TaK, KaK U MPH KU3HH €TO.

To, uto Tosncroii ymep, MEHS HUCKOJIBKO HE IIOPA3UIIO U JaXke HE TPOHYJ0. Besxuii
YEJIOBEK YMUPAET, YMPY U 5 caM, MEXly HAMHU TOJIbKO Ta pa3HULA U €CTb, YTO OH yMEP
Ha HECKOJBKO JeT paHblle. Eciiu 3TO CTpalliHO, TO CTPAIIHO MOCTOIbKY, IIOCKOIBKY
€CTb CMEPTh, ¥ TOIJa CTPALIHO, €CJIU U KOLIKA CIIOXHET, a YTO UMEHHO TOJICTOH yMmep. ..
TaK He U3yMIIITHCS XKe TOMY, YTO M TaKHe Ty3bl )KUBYT U yMHpPatoT?.. BblIo uenoBexy
BOCEMBJECAT TPU T0la — E€CTECTBEHHOE €0, UT0 yMep. PaHO MK MO34HO, TOMKEH
0BT ymMepeTh. Bbl mpusHaiite, 4To cMEpTh €CTh, YTO OHA CTPAIIIHA, YTO BCE BALIN T'H-
TIOTE3bI U UJIealIbl HAYT Mepes Hel HacMapKy, 9To GeccMepTHe NN — BBIAYMKa, YTO
C 3TUM HelNb3s OOPOTHCS KPACHBBIMH CJIOBAMH M OCTPOYMHBIMH HPEINONOKEHISIMH,
Hy — TOIJIa Y’KacalTeCh 3a0lHO U B YaCTHOCTU cMepThio ToscToro. A eciau Bepure,
9T0 YenoBeK XKHUBET AT Oy/IyIIero 4eI0Be4ecTBa, YT0 3TO I HETO OUCHB BaYKHO UTO
TBOPUT OH Bomo ero Ilocmasiiero, 9To *AET €ro MepexoA B IydIIHH MHp, OTHUM
CIIOBOM, BO YTO YTOJHO, HO TAaKO€, YTO AKOOBI HATIOJIHIET MEPTBYIO IIyCTOTY CMEpPTH,
TOr/a 1 He y>kacaifteck. ero paau?.. Beas 9TuM y:kacoM BbI HACMapKy BeZIeTe BCAKYIO
BEpy B Ballly UCKPEHHOCTb... MHaue uero ke muakath? OH-TO y’ KOHEYHO U BOIIO
IMocnaBmiero mo Mepe Ui TBOPHII U A Oiara OyIyIiero MOCIyXKHJI MHOTO,  €CIH
YK KOMY I10 3aCJIyraM U JOCTOMHCTBY JOBJICET JIy4IIHi MUp, TO, HABEPHOE, EMY. .. HE
BaM ke!.. Heuero u oropuarbces: MCIIOIHUI YEJIOBEK CBOE NIPEJHA3HAYEHUE, U CllaBa
Bory!

WHble 1 4yBCTBOBAJHM, YTO TYT SIBHAS HEJICTIOCTh, YTO BEpa BO YTO OBI TO HU OBLIO
Oynyliee — B 4EJIOBEUECTBO WJIM pail — HECOBMECTHMA C IUIa4eM U BOIUISIMHU, HO
HAIIUIK Ja3eiiKy: cTpallHo He To, 4To ToJcToi yMep, a To, UTO YIIIa BeluKas Jylia,
COBECTb BelMKasi, 1 0e3 Hee HaM TPYAHO.

Benukas mymia u COBECTb HE yIIUIA U3 MEPA U HE MOIVIM YHTH. YIIEN TPYII, MaJleHb-
KW CTapHYOK, KOTOPOTO OTHBIHE yIKe HEJIb3s1 yBUAETH U IOIYaTh, KOTOPOTO HUKAaKUM
(oTorpaduaecknm anmapaToM He MoOHMaeIIb ¥ roJoca KOTOPOTo HU B Kakoii (hoHoTrpad
HE 3ampemrb. A JyIa BelIHKas ¥ COBECTh BEJIHKAasl OCTAINCH: I7IE JKE BBI ACNU KHUTH
Tonctoro?.. Kaxercs, Bce ero y4eHHe BBIPaKCHO TaK IOJIHO, YTO IOJIHEE U HEIb3sl.
He ocranocs H1 OHOTO TEMHOTO MECTa, HE O UeM CIIPOCHTh, KaK Ha 3TOT CUET JyMal
Toncroii? SIcHee SICHOTO M3JIOXKEHBI €ro 3amnoBeau. M komy neicTBUTENBEHO HYKEH
ToncToll kKak COBECTb, MyCTh Pa3BEPHET €r0 KHUTU M Ha KaXK bl BONPOC HAlAET OTBET:
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