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TpoHe». O ee «cNacToNtobUN» N «KHEHACLITHOCTU» XOAAT NereHAbl.
ExaTepuHe Bennkoi NpuMnucbIBaloT MHOXeCTBO Nt0GOBHUNKOB, HO
NUWb oAHOro 13 HaBOPUTOB OHa NiobUNa No-HacTosWeMy, BClO
XW3Hb, Aaxe nocne pasnyku, N1Wb C HAM TalHO co4yeTanacb
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cunoii? OCTpbIM yMOM, GelleHON 3Hepruen, rocyaapCcTBeHHbIM
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3axBaTblBalOWMI pomMaH O He3abBeHHON EkaTepuHWHCKOWM
3roxe, KOTOPYIO Mo nNpasy BennyaloT «30N10TbiIM BeKOM» Poccui-
CKOW MMMepunu, 0 rpaHANO3HbIX CBEPLUEHUAX, CEPAEYHbIX TalHaX
1 NoOOBHbBIX cekpeTax fereHgapHon MimnepaTtpuubl.

Y/IK 821.161.1-311.6
BBEK 84(2Poc=Pyc)6-44

© NaBnuweBaH. M., 2017
© 000 «M3paTenbcTBO «Sy3a», 2017

ISBN 978-5-04-183078-6 ©® 000 «MN3paTenbCTBO «IKCMOoN, 2017



ITIOCJ/IE IIEPEBOPOTA
&

Bce [efo 3akJ14anocs B TOM, 4TO0bl UK Normo-
« HYTb BMeCTe C CyMacllefWwnM, Unr cnacTice BMe-
CTe C HapPOOM, KOTOPbIN XoTen 1n3baBMUTbCA OT Hero. Ecnn
Obl OH Ben cebs OnaropasymMHemr, C HUM Obl HUYEro He
CNy4Ynnock...»

370 EKaTeprHa Hanwvcana Yepes MHOro NeT nochne ne-
pPeBOpPOTa, BO3HECLLEro ee Ha BepLUMHY BNaCTK, a B KOHLLE
MioHA 1762 rofa HYU BPeMeHU Ha pasfyMbs, HU CaMnx
pa3ayMuin He Obino. [a 1 BbIDOP y Hee okasancs Hese-
nrK — NMbo NepeBOPOT C BoLLapeHneMm, nmbo LLnuccens-
Oyprckas KpenocTb U HeloNras TOCKNBAS XN3Hb B Cbl-
POM Ka3emaTe BMecTe C CbIHOM [1aBfioMm.

EkaTepuHa Bbibpana nepsoe 1 nobenuna, cTas UMmne-
paTpuLEen POCCUNCKOMN.

3a lNeTpa HEKOMY OKa3anocb 3aCTynuTbca. HMKOMy 1 B
FOMIOBY He MPULLNO 3aCTynaTbcs, Aaxe JInska BopoHuoBa
C copofmMyamMU, Y Ha YTO 3aBKCeNa OT CBEPrHYTOro 1Mm-
nepatopa, HO NMLb NOKaH4YMUIa, 4Tob paspelnnm no-
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KUTb C HAM PSOOM, @ MOMy4ma 0TKas U CMOKOMHO yexana
B CBOIO MOLAMOCKOBHYIO ePeBHIO.

Pyka vMmnepaTpuubl Ha MITHOBEHME 3aMepria Hag Nnc-
TOM DyMaru, 3To He ObIIO 0dULManbEHOe nocaHme, cko-
pee 3anucka, HO AOCTaTOYHO BaxkHas A/1d Hee caMoW.

Kyna neBatb NOBep>XKeHHY0 haBoOpPUTKY?

JIn3ka BopoHuoBa EkaTeprHe Npu OBOPE He HY>XHa
BOBCE, HVKTO M TaK He MOHKMan, no4emy obmxeHHas xe-
Ha He MCTUT 3a CBOe MHOrofneTHee nopyraHue nosoos-
HMLE. BOPOHLIOBY He TONBbKO He BPOCUM B KPENOCTb, He
MNOCTPUIN B MOHACTbIPb, HO 1 BOBCE NPOCTO OTNPaBUIIN B
COOCTBEHHOE MNOAMOCKOBHOE VIMEHME.

Hawnnck Te, KTO Wentancs, mon, JIndknHa cectpurua
KaTtbka [lalwkoBa 3a onasbHyto noxaonoTana. 97o 6bii1o
CMeLIHOo, NOTOMY 4TO [JalKoBOW Aaln BOJIO — OHa CaMa
cecTpy B OKOBbl 3akoBana bbi! I EkaTepuHa [latikoBa To-
e He NoHMMana Noapyry — HOBYIO UMnepatpuly Ekate-
PUHY AnekceeBHY: Hy 4ero ¢ JI3kon BO3UTbCA, Mano oT
Hee, MacKyapl, HEMPUATHOCTEN NpeTepnenn?!

A rocynapbliHe 6efonary no->XeHCKM Xanb: Hekpacu-
Bas, psibas, HeonpATHas, BCA MPOKYPEHHas... rae yxX Ta-
KOW My>a CblCKaTb, ec/n eLle 1 B onane 6ynet? MycTb no-
Ka B MOAMOCKOBHOW MOXWMBET, MOTOM My>a CbILLYT, MO-
XEeT, ceMbfl U CagnTcd. He BCe MyXHYMHbI Ha XEHCKYIO
KpacoTy MafKuy, HEKOTOPbIM W psibyto poxxy nogasawn,
BOH, ObIBLUMI MMMepaTop nyyle JIN3KK HUKOro ans cebs
He 3Han...

Mepo onycTnnock Ha bymary, nobexanu OykBbl, ckna-
[blBasicb B CJ10Ba... EKaTepmnHa o4eHb CTapanacb ObiTh
PYCCKOW U 513bIK y4Mna, 1 obbl4an, HO He BCe Mosy4anoch
Tak XOPOLLIO, Kak XOTeNoCb Obl, FOBOPMIA C aKLLEHTOM, a
nrcana v toro xyxe. lNpexHas mnepatprua Ennsaserta
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MeTpoBHa He noxenana, 4ToObl XeHa NiemMsHHKKa Obina
OYeHb rPaMOTHOW, NpMKa3ana NpekpaTuTb ee y4eby, Kak
TONIbKO MOHANa, 4TO EKaTeprHa nerko npeB3ovaeT v ee
caMy. OCTaBanocb y4mTbCs CaMOM Mo KHUram, 6naro B
HMX HeloCTaTKa He bbINo. Ho caMoCToATeNBHO rpaMMaT-
Ke Bbly4nTbCA TPYLHO, BOT 1 XPOMaI PYCCKNM A3bIK Y Ma-
TYLWKM EKaTeprHbl AnekceeBHbl BCIO XM3Hb...

«[Mephunnbuy, ckasbiBasl 11 Tbl KOMY K3 JI3aBETUHbIX
CPOACTBEHHWMKOB, YTOObI OHa KO ABOPY-TO HE 3aMaxHy-
nacb, He To 6010Cb MO CKYAOYMMIO Aa KO BCeobliemMy co-
OnasHy 3aBTpa Xe NpuneTuT...»

VBaH lNepdprnbesny EnarnH, koTopomy agpecosasnach
3anucKka, BO3BPAaLLEeH 13 CCbINKM Cpasy Xe nocjie Bouape-
HUs EkaTepuHbl, Kak 1 bectyxes. NepduibeBny MHOroe
3HaN 0 HOBOW MMMepaTpuLLe TalHOro, MOTOMY HTO MNOA-
LepXnBan nx C NMoHATOBCKMM 1 XOPOLLIO NOMOran Bob-
NeHHbIM, 33 YTO 1 ObIN NATHAALUATbL NeT Ha3azd Envzasetomn
[eTpoBHOW COCMaH OOAHOBPEMEHHO C becTyXeBbIM.

3aberas Bnepes, MOXHO Cka3aTb, 4TO ObiBLUAsA aBo-
putka [lleTtpa Il Enn3aseta PomaHoBHa BopoHuoBa He
TONbKO He Oblna noaBeprHyTa onane co CTOpoHbl EkaTe-
pUHbI I, HO 1 BblAaHa el 3aMyX 3a bpuraamnpa MNonsH-
cKoro, a cama EkatepuHa gaxe crana KpecTHoOW ee CbiHa!
X0oT4 3anpeT NoABNATLCA NPU ABOpPE AenCcTBOBaN A0 Ca-
MOW BeCbMa HeCKOpOW CMepTu JI3KK, HO B CBETe OHA
bbiBana, B Mockse v Metepbypre xuna, npaeaa, 3ameya-
nv rocnoxy lMonaHckyo Marno...

Fpuropun OpnoBs nexan, oneplncb Ha COTHYTYIO B
nokTe pyKy, v Habnogan 3a noOoBHUUEN. ViMnepaTpu-
ua... KoHe4yHo, noka Tonbko Mo Ha3BaHMIO, MOTOMY W TO-
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POMUTCH KOPOHOBaTbCA. Ho ana MpULKK oHa Obina cKo-
pee NpoCTo XeHLKHoW. Kpenkas, cuibHas, HeyToMumas
B HOYHbIX Jlackax, psaoM ¢ EkaTepuHOM OH YyBCTBOBAN
cebs ocBobogUTENEM.

Bpatba Anekcen, KOTOPOro BCe 3Banu AnexaHom, u
BaH oTHOCATCA K EKaTepurHe MHaye. AnexaH BCe pBeTcA
KaTio Ha TpoH nocaanTb 1 psaomM BCTatb. OH He MeHee
KpacuB, Yem lpuLKa, ecnm Obl He Wpam Yepes NonoBnHY
nvua, KaTio ctapwemMy 6paTy HW 3@ 4TO He yCTynun Obl.
B rnybuHe gywmn puropuii noHMMan, 4to opat ymHen,
CUNbHEN, a FMaBHOE, XUTPeW ero, Ho EkaTepurHa nprBeYa-
na 6onbwe Mpuly, AnexaH He Mellas, TONbKO Clneaun,
410D KTO Apyron 6Nn3ko K Benukown KHATMHe, a Tenepb
nMnepaTpuLe, He noaxoamn. bpates ObIIM APYXKHbI.

A BOT VIBaH — TOT ocTopoxXHM4an. M 4yero 6ountca?
MBaH 13 OpnoBbIx CaMbli CTapLUnM, eCTb ellle ABa OpaTa
Mnagwe AnexaHa — @epop 1 Bonoabka, HO Te Manblibl
noka; Bnagnmumnpa BOBCe HW BO YTO He BMeLLMBanu — yc-
neet GalLKOW NOPNCKOBaTb. VBaH bosncs, 4tobbl KaTio He
cbpocmnu, a 3a Het 1 OpNoBbI HE NOCTPadanu.

Mpuropui CHOBa MMAHYN Ha odeBaBLUyloCA EkaTepuHy.
KTo ee cOpocuT? BoH OHa, XXuBas, Tennas... Bapyr ctpatu-
HO 3ax0Tenoch 3arpabacTtatb B OXanky 1 NoBanuTb B No-
ctenb. CNOBHO YyBCTBYS XXenaHusa nobosHKKa, Ekatepun-
Ha B3LOXHYyna:

— Tbl cnun, Tpuww, Tebe MOXHO. A MHe BOH CKONTbKO Oy-
Mar pa3brpaTtb... OO4HMX NPOLLEHNI OeCATKM He pacCMOT-
PEHHbIX.

XoTena gobaBuTb, MOJ, NOMOr Obl, HO MOAyMana, 4To
He ctout OpnoBy Nopy4aTb TO, YTO OOMXKHA CaMa LenaTtb.

Bopsck C BO3HUKLLUM XenaHueM, puropun nepesep-
Hyncsa Ha apyron 6oK. Takoe NOBTOPSANOCh KaXKaoe yTpo —
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OHa BCTaBasla HW CBET HM 3aps, CamMa OfeBanach, yMbIBa-
nacb 1 cagunack pabotaTb. JT0OOOBHMK OCTaBanNcs ckyyaTb
B noctenu. MpaBaa, pa3dy>keHHbI OpMioB Nerko 3ackinan
CHOBa, W cama EkaTepumHa cTapanacb He WyMeTb, HO Y
FPULLKK BCE Xe LLIEBENUIACh COBECTb.

MenbKHYyna MbICfb: MOMOYb, Y4TO N? [poBanMBasch B
Cnagkui CoH, peLnn: NagHo, NOTOM...

OprnoB 1 NpaBaa NoMoras; NocTeneHHO MHOrO4acoBas
paboTa NoOOBHMLLI CTana 3aTarBaTb U ero, CTblAHO Ba-
naTbca B noctenu, koraa Kata psagom Hag OymMaramu Kop-
nnT, BOPYan, Y4TO He CBOMM AeN0M 3aHUMAETCS, HO BCe XKe
CTapasncsa 1 CaM BHUKHYTb.

NHorpa Mpuropuni pazbunpan npoleHns, 4Tobbl XOTb
OTCOPTMPOBATHL Te, Ha KOTOPbIE CTOMNO 00PaTUTL BHMMA-
Hune EkatepuHe.

— Nuwb kakown! BepHn eMy MMeHMS, KOTOpPbIE 3a y4ya-
CTMe B 3aroBope oTobpaHbl Obinn! — OpnoB 3arnsHyn B
noanucb. — Bacunum Muposud... KaTb, a 4emM MATeX OT
3aroBopa WY NepeBopoTa oTnn4aeTca? He oaHa nm cyTb?

EkaTepurHa nykaBo yCMexHyach:

— CyTb OAHa, Oa TONbKO pe3ynbTaT pa3Hbin. 3aroBop,
KOr[a BCe B MbIC/IAX [la C/TOBAX OCTAETCH, MATEX — eXenn
OyHTOBaNM, Aa HeyAa4YHO, a BOT eXeNn yAanocb — Tak ne-
pPeBOpPOT.

— Y Hac nepeBopoT! — 06baBMN OpnoB, WabIpss Oy-
Mary B CTOMKY Tex, Ha KOTOopble CJ1efloBaio 00paThTb BHU-
MaHue B nocsiefHto o4epeb. 3HaTb Obl, K YeMy 3TO Npu-
BegeT!

OTO AencTBUTENbHO ObIN NepeBopoT, NPUBEALWNN K
BoLapeHuto EkatepuHbl 1 kK rnbenu Metpa I, nepesopoT,
He BCTPETMBLUMIA HMKAKOro COMPOTMBEHUS, CIINLLIKOM
Henobum Obin MeTp GenopoBNY BCEMMU. ..
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CHa4ana Kasanocb, YTO MepeBOPOT MPOLLEN Nerko u
be3bone3HeHHo, ecniv He CYUTaTb, KOHEYHO, YOUTOro NM-
nepaTopa, BepHee, ObiBLIero nmnepatopa Metpa lll. Eka-
TepUHa He CTafla HMKOrO HaKa3blBaTb WU CCbINaTh, Aaxe
AKTUBHbIV MOMOLLHWK [MeTpa MrUHMX, HaCcTanBaBLLIUM Ha
Ka3Hu camon ExaTepuHbl, BCEro Nuilb OTApaBfeH B Pe-
BE&fb, YTO €1Ba S MOXHO CYUTATb HaKa3aHMeM. A yX Ha-
rpag v NogapkoB PO3faHO HecMeTHoe Konm4yecTso! He
3a0bIT HUKTO 13 NoAAEepP>KaBLIMX HOBYIO MpaBUTENbHALY:
oT OpnoBbIX A0 MNPOCTbIX COMAAT CTOMMYHbBIX MNONKOB, JOA,
neTepOypPrckn KOPMIIEH, MOEH 3a CHET Ka3Hbl OT My3a He-
CKOJbKO OHEW.

MoHpaBUIOCh, BCe Ka3anoch, elle He KOHeL,, CHOBa
HY>KHO KOro-TO CBEpratb, KOro-To ClaBuTb. [epBble AHN
NbsiHblE rBapAeNLbl, Beps NoObIM CllyXxaMm, TO U [eNo Tpe-
boBanu MnepaTpuLly NokKasaTbCst, HTOObI yOeanTbCs, YTo
C HEWN HWYero AypHOro He C/ly4mnocb. Ho NOCTeneHHo ro-
CYAapbIHA C HEMEeLKOW NeAaHTUYHOCTbIO MPUHANACchk NpuU-
BOAWTb A€Na B NOPSAOK.

Monku, y4acTBoBaBlUMe B nepeBopoTe, bBbinm ycno-
KOEHbl, BO3BpaLLUEHbl B Ka3apMbl 1 K CBOEW MPEXHEN
cnyxbe; Haka3zaHHble 1 COoCNaHHble CHavana Enuzaeeton,
a notoM eTpoMm, CTOPOHHWKM caMom EkaTeprHbl BO3Bpa-
LLLEeHbI U3 CCbINKKM, OCTanbHas paboTa 1 He NpepbiBanach,
pa3Be YTO Ha Napy NepBbIxX OHEN.

N BCe paBHO, MHOTMM MOKa3anock, 4TO UX 00aenunu,
4TO KTO-TO PAAOM MOAYYUN YyTb OOMble, XOTeNOCh elle n
elle NofapKoB 1 Harpand, ocobeHHo reapanmn. 3aBnaoBa-
nn 6paTbsiM OpPnoBbIM. ..

EkaTepuHa cpasy e CTONKHYMNacb C CePbE3HbIM CO-
NPOTUBEHMEM BOCNUTATENSA CBOEro CbiHa 1aBna. Kasa-
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