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Jlekcu

— TbI yero? — cipllLy NPUATHBINA MY>KCKOU T0JI0C € JIETKON XPUIIOT-
LIOH, — MMJIasi, HE 3aKpbIBaii IM1a3a, s Xouy, 4ToObI ThI MEHs BUzEna. Uto-
OBl CMOTpEJIa Ha MEHSI.

Crenas riry0okui B310X, pacriaxuparo rmasza. Kaxercs, 1 ymepina u mo-
nana B pait. I B 3ToM pato 5 0ka3anach B 00bATHSAX KpacaBIa-000pOTHSL.

OOGHa)xeHHBIN MyXUHHA IPHKUMAIT MEHs K ce0e, 0OHMMaI Tak CTpacT-
HO, UTO Ipy/b IIEPEXBATHIBAJIO OT HEXBATKYU JIbIXaHUSL.

Ja v on cam... MoNIHbIN, CHIIBHBINA, ¢ 3¢JIEHBIMU IJ1a3aMH, TIOYTH
HU3YMPYIHOTO LBETA. 1 TaKOM. .. HEXKHBIM.

— Jlekcwu, Tel MeHs ¢ yma cBoauub. Kpacusasi, BkycHas. S yxxe nas-
HO CTOparo OT >KeJIaHUsl CIeIaTh TeOs MOTHOCThIO MOEH.

Ero cioBa stynT MeHs €1jBa 11 HE HAOTMAIlIb.

Kro u3 Hac qBoux comién ¢ yma?

1 nnu TOT, KOTOPBIN TOBOPUTH MHE O TOM, Kakas 51 KpacuBasi?

Pa3Be oH HE BUIUT, YTO MHE HECUETHOE KOJMUYECTBO JIET?

S y>Ke CIUIIIKOM cTapa JJist BCEX 3TUX JIFOOOBHBIX UT.

— Jlexcu, MBI ¢ T0O0# moxernmcst. O0s3atensHo. S Te0st oT cedst OombIIe
HUKY/a HE OTILyILY, — TIPOU3HEC UCKYCUTEb, LIETysI MEHSI B ILIEI0,  TIOCIIE
BITWJICS B TYOBI TaK 7kKa/IHO, YTO Y MEHSI CHOBA JIbIXaHUE NIEPEXBATHIIO.

Sl yxe 1 3a0bL1a, KaK 3TO — HAXOAUTHCS B MYKCKUX 00BATHSAX. Jla 1 HU-
KOorJia He ObUIO y MEHSI CeMbH. S %uiia BCIO KU3Hb JUISl KOTO-TO U pajid
Koro-To. 11 He 3ameTuiia, Kak IpoIuIo BpeMsl, a COOCTBEHHOU CEMbU TaK
U HE co3/1aJa.

Ho mHe Bcerna ¢ TMxBo# XBatajao TOH JIIOOBH, KOTOPO MEHS ofa-
PYBaJIM BOJIKA B MOEH CTae U HE TOJILKO. S BE/Ib CTOJILKHX CITACiIa U HUC-
Lenuia. ..

HagsepHoe nostomy, NpoKuB JOJTYIO )KU3Hb, YMEPEB, BBICIINE CHUIIbI
PELLIMIIN ITOCETUTh MEHS B pail K ’TOMy Kpacaslty!
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— Sl ceftuac, — mpon3HEC 00OPOTEHB, OTCTPAHSSACH OT MeHs. OH JIBU-
HYJICS K OTPOMHOM KPOBaTH, CPbIBasi HOKPHIBAJIO.

A 51 ocMoTpenack Bokpyr: Kakasi-to komHara. Heznakomast Mue. 31ech
CBETIIO, MPOCTOpHO. MuHUMYM Mebenu. JIlumb camas HeoOXoaumMasl.
CripaBa — OrpoMHO€ 3epKaJlo, KOTOPOE U IIPUBJIEKIO MOE BHUMaHUE.

[Tpubnu3uBIINCH K HEMY, s YBUZETA B HEM MOJIOAYID OOOPOTHH-
iy. Kpacugasi, 3enenonaszast 0710HIMHKA B [TOIYIIPO3PauHOM MEHbIOA-
pe cMoTpena Ha MeHs B OTBeT. U e€ 3en€Hble mia3a ef1a Jiu He ropesu
OT U3YMJICHUSI.

Kto ona? 910 3epkaio BomeoHOe?

— Tsl ceronns Takast ctpanHas, Jlekcu! — 000poTeHb MOAOIIEN KO MHE
€311 oueHb OecuryMHO. OOHSII 32 TaIUIO, MPUTSIHYJ MOIO CITUHY K CBO-
el rpy/iu U npuKaics No100POIKOM K IUIEYYy.

Ero pyku ckonb3HyIHM BHU3, K MOEH TaJIMU, IPUTATUBASE MEHS OJIHKe,
MOKa MEXIY HAMH HE OCTaJI0Ch HU MAJICMIIETO 3a30pa. S 4yBCTBOBaIa
KaX/Iblil CAHTUMETP €ro Teja, ero »ap, ero cuiry. Moe ApIxaHue yda-
CTUJIOCH, CEp/LiE OEIIEHO KOJIOTUIIOCH B TPY/IH.

OH MenneHHo, Ipa3Hsille, IPOBEN PYKOU 110 MO HOore, OT KOJIeHa
BBEPX, J10 camoro Oenpa. S B3AporHysa, 4yBCTBYs, KaK 110 TEITy pooe-
raet BOoJIHa Mypauiek.

B orpakennu oH u 3Ta cBeTI0BOI0Cas ieBULla. OHU CTOSUTH BMECTE.
[Tpssmo romyOxu. COBHO CO3aHBI APYT ISl APYTa, IM1a3 HE OTBECTH.
Takue kpacusble.

S nonHsANa pyKy, ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT MO B3IVIS/| 3aCThUI Ha Majblax.
OHu Takue KpacuBbIe, C IVIaJIKOW, HEXKHOM Koxkel. U siBHO He rpuHaI-
JIeKaT cTapyxe.

Heyxenu 3t0 Most pyka?

BeicraBnstto Hory Briepen, U OJOHAMHKA B 3epKajie HOBTOPSIET 38 MHOIA.
B 3TOT MOMEHT 4yBCTBYIO €ro I'yObl Ha CBOEH Iiee, HO B OTPaKCHUH
BIXKY, KaK OH LIETyeT e€.

S nporkuiia JONTYIO U HACKILLEHHYTO )KU3Hb, BUjiena MHoroe. U Bce
MOM 3HaHUSl OCTaIuCh Ipu MHE. [loHMMaro, 4T0 MOIIO MPOU30MTH
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CO MHOM Ha caMoM Jente. S ciplmaina o TakoM. Ho 1moka 4ro noBepurhb
B 3TO HUKAK HE MOTY.

Jla ¥ KaK MOKHO O 4EM-TO JyMaTh, KOI/Ja TAKOH IIMKAPHBIA MyXYNUHA
MPYOKAMAET MEHs K ce0e U TaK CTPACTHO LIENYET. ..

I'opsiuee pIxaHKe ONANIET KOXKY, U 51 3aKPBIBAIO [J1a3a, CTapasich yTo-
HYTb B 9TOM MOMEHTE. 3a0bITh PO 3epKaJIO, PO OJIOHMHKY, IPO CTPaH-
HOE€ HECOOTBETCTBHE MEXKTY OILLYLLIEHHEM U oTpaskeHreM. Ho TiieTHo.
Kaprunka cTout nepesn mazamu, Kak HaBsi3uMBbIN COH. OH Lienyer eg,
a 4yBCTBYIO 3TO 1.

OtcTpaHsoch, HACKOJIBKO TIO3BOJISIET €ro xBarka. Hy»HO yBUIETS.
HyxHo yoenutbes. OTKpbIBarO I71a3a 1 CHOBA CMOTPIO B 3epkajio. OHHU.
OH u oHa. 4.

MenneHHo ogHUMAK0 PyKy M Kacaroch cBoero jmna. Koxa ynpy-
rast, magkas. Hu ogaoit mopmuaky. He MoxeT ObITh. DTO HEBO3MOXK-
HO. Sl TOMHIO CBOM PYKH, UCTIELLIPEHHbIE BEHAMU, TIOKPBITHIE TUTMEHT-
HbIMU IsiTHaMU. [TOMHIO, Kak KoskKa cTajia TOHKOM, [IOYTH ITPO3PAvyHOM.
A celigac...

CHoBa cMOTpIO Ha oTpaxkeHue. biionanHka yabidaercs, U B e€ mia3ax
s BIKY. .. ce0s. He Ty, uto ceiivac, a Ty, 4To Obl1a Koraa-To. Mosozyto,
TIOJIHYO JKU3HU, HauBHY0. Ho, TeM HU MeHee, 3T He s1. [lpyras aeBy1i-
Ka, ITyCTh ¥ HEMHOTO ITOXOJKasl.

Jla oH Ja)ke IMEHEM MOUM €€ Ha3bIBaeT.

Uro st0? Ilepecenenne aym? OOmen tenamu? Wim s mpocto co-
uuia ¢ yma?

ObopoTreHb CHOBa MPUKUMAET MEHA K ce0e, ero ryObl UILyT MOU.
Pyka BniBaeTcsi B BOJIOCHI Ha 3aThUIKE, )KECTKO (PUKCUPYS MOIO T'OJIOBY.
Ero ryOb1 BOUIHCh B MOM BIACTHO, KECTKO, IPHCBAMBAS U TTOIYNHSIS.

B crnenyromee MruoBeHue, CUIIbHbIE NAIBIBI OECLIEPEMOHHO, He-
LIaJHO pa3pbIBatOT MOM MeHbroap. CIIbllly TPECK TKaHH, a II0CJIE OKa-
3bIBAIOCh B €TI0 pyKax.

— Wnu ko mue, Jlekcu. Xody o6mnaiars T000#! — npopsrya, omyckas
MEHsI Ha KpOBaTh, IPU/IaBIINBAsI CBEPXY CBOMM IOPSUYNM, MYCKYIUCTHIM
TEJIOM.
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Haum B3msiabl BetpeTminceb. B ero 3en€HbIx oMyTax peBesia Ha-
CTOSIIIAsA CTUXUSA, HO3APU pa3lyBalIUCh, JKaJHO BIIMTHIBAs 3amax, Ka-
JBIK IE€pravics. Sl 4yBCTBOBaJIA €r0 IUKYIO OTPEOHOCTH B CIIAPUBAHHUU.

Kazanoce, 4To 3TOT BOJIK XO4ET MEHsI coxparh. Ero crpactHele mo-
LEJTyH Ha TPy TOYHO OCTaBSIT cie/ibl. OH HEeIla HO OCTaBIsUT HA MHE
CBOM METKHU.

Ero ry0sbl Tep3anu MOIO I11€to, TUIeUH, CITyCKasIiCh HUXKE, K KITFOUYH-
1am. S 4yBCTBOBasa, KAK BHYTPU MEHS pa3ropaeTcsi OTBETHBIN MOXKap.
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Crpax, KOTOpbIi MENbKHYI ObLIO BHAYaJIe, OTCTYIIUI, YCTYIIast MECTO
HapacTarolel BoiHe xenanus. Ero Bec Ha MHe ceifuac Obu1 He Opeme-
HeM, a obernranueM. OberaHeM 4ero-To NMepBOOBITHOTO, HEOOY3/1aH-
HOT0, TOT'0, Y€ro 5 TaK J0JITO XKJaa.

1 3amycTuia masblbl B €10 IyCThIE BOJIOCHI, UyBCTBYSI, KaK OHU I1e-
KO4yT MOM JiajioHu. [IputsHyna ero Gimxe, oTBedast Ha €ro MOLEIyH
C TaKOM K€ 7KaIHOCTBIO, C KAKOM OH HUX Japwi. MOM HOI'TH Liapanajiu
€ro CIIMHY, OCTABJISAS CBOM COOCTBEHHbIE METKH.

OH otopBaJicsi OT MEHsI, TSDKENO Jblia. B ero miazax mieckaioch
HE TOJIBKO JKEJIAaHWUE, HO U KaKas-TO HEXHOCTb, YIUBIIEHUE, CIIOBHO OH
caM He OXKuJ1ajl Takoi OypHOM peakIyu.

— Jlekcu. .. — mpoLIenTal OH, €ro Ioj0C ObUT XPUILTBIM U HU3KUM.

Bbu1o B 3TOM 000POTHE YTO-TO, YTO BBIHYKJIAJIO MEHSI IPUHUMATh
€ro M Jimmano Boiu. Jla s HUKOIa B )KW3HU HE UCTIBITHIBAJIA TAKOTO.
Hu c kem.

51 He oTBeTMIIA c1IOBaMU. BMeCTO 3TOT0, 51 IPUTAHYIIA €0 JIMLO K CBO-
€My U CHOBa IOIIEJI0BaJIa, BKJIA/IbIBas B 3TOT MOLIENTYH BCIO CBOIO CTPACTb,
BCIO CBOIO TOTOBHOCTB.

D70 OBUI MOI OTBET, HEMOE COITIacue Ha ero aercTBus. M oH ero
BEPHO MOHSIL

OOHaxeHHBIN MYKCKOM TOPC, TIOKPBITHIN UCTIAPUHOMN, CIIOBHO BbI-
CEUCH U3 KaMHS.

S nmpoBena KOHUMKaMH MAJIbLIEB 110 €r0 PEIbE(PHBIM MBIIIILAM, UyB-
CTBY#, KaK OH B3[paruBacT 10l MOMM IIPUKOCHOBEHUEM.

OH cHOBa HaBUC HaJ0 MHOM, ero B3nA ropen. Ho teneps B HEM
He ObUT0 JacKky. JInIIb 3BepuHas skak/a, 00KUIarolias cTpacTb, CMe-
IIaHHAs! C HEYTOIMMBIM >KEJIaHHEM.

Ero pyku Oosnbliie He ObIIM HEXHBIMHU, OHU CTalI TpeOOBaTEIbHbI-
MH, BIIaCTHBIMH.
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OH 11enoBaJ1 MeHsl TaK, CJIOBHO XOTEJ BBIIUTB JI0 IHA, OCTaBUTh HA MHE
CBOH OTIIEUATOK, C/IETaTh MEHsI CBOCH.

S oTBeyasa eMy ¢ TakoH K€ CTPACThIO, C TAKOM XKe KaJHOCTbI0. Mon
pyKu OITy>K1ajM IO €ro CIIMHE, Laparasi KOy, MOU HOTM OOBHIIHUCH BO-
KpYT €ro TaJluH, IPUTATHUBAs €ro emé OnmxKe.

51 Xorena ObITH C HUM OJTHUM LEJIBIM, PACTBOPUTHCS B HEM, IOTE-
PATBCS B 9TOM O€3yMHOM BUXPE CTPACTH.

OO00pOoTEHD 3aII0THII MEHSI OTHUM PE3KUM PHIBKOM. 3aredarai Mo
POT CBOMMHU T'y0aMu, UTo 51 JTaKe HE CMOIJIa BCKPUKHYTh, IPUHUMAs €T0
B ce0s1, ienas st ce0s emwié OTHO OTKPBITHE: 3TO TEJO IEBCTBEHHO. bbI-
JIO TAKOBBIM, TIOKa 3TOT 03a00YEHHBIN caMel] HE BTOPICsl B HETO.

JlaBneHue BHHU3Y ObLTO CHIIBHBIM. My HOT HEell[a/IHO MEKJI0, a OH
JlaXke He lyMaJl OCTaHaBJIMBAThCsL. Phluall M HanopucTo BOUBAJICS B JIOHO.

OH Opast MeHsI Tak OCTEpPBEHEJI0, UTO JJa’Ke HE CIIBIIIAT MOUX MOIbI-
TOK OCTaHOBUTE €10. He 05110 00JILHO, HO ST OOJIBIIE HE HACIAXKIAIACH
MPOLIECCOM.

Cnenas nocieiHui TOIYOK, OH 3apblvajl U OTCTPAHUIICS.

Bceran, a nocne cpa3sy ke NoTsHyJCS K OproKam.

OpneBaetcs? Ceityac? S Huyero He mOHUMAIO.

Jla s maske MMEHHM €T0 He 3Halo.

— TeI Kyga? — THXO CIIpOCHIa, cama He 3Haro 3a4eM. HaBepHoe s cIutto.
Korna npocHych, TO HU4Ero 3Toro He OyJeT.

— Tebe ceituac Hy>)KHO OTIOXHYTb. A Yy MEHS €CTh KOe-KaKue Jea.
S npuny k Tebe 3aBTpa BeuepoM. JIHEM MeHs B cTae He OyaeT, — OTBe-
THJT KaK-TO YK CJIMIIIKOM XOJIOZHO, YUYUTBIBAsl TOT (PAKT, YTO eIé mapy
MUHYT Ha3a/1 B35J1 MOIO HEBUHHOCTb.

51 4yBCTBY!O, UTO OH Y€ro-To He AoroBapusaet. CIOBHO UTpaeT Ka-
Ky10-T0 poiib. JLKET. Y 310 MeHs HacTopoxuito. [IycTs BOJIK BUANT niepen
€000 MOJIOZIEHBKYIO U HEOIBITHYIO 0OOPOTHHILY, HO MEHSI eMY He Ipo-
BECTH. S BeZlb HE Takasi MOJIOZIEHbKasl, KaK OH ceOe lyMaer.

S He crana ¢ HUM ciopuTh. Jlaxke BonpocoB Oosiee 3a/1aBaTh HE CTa-
7a. YyBCTBYI0, YTO BOIPOCHI €T0 JIHIIb OyAyT pa3npaxarb, a MPpaBbl
OH BCE PaBHO HE CKaKET.
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Torma KakoB CMBICIT B TOM, YTOOBI TIOITYCTY COTPSICATh BO3/IyX U Ka-
3aThCsl CIUILIKOM JTFOOOTBITHOM?

— Xopomio. byny otapixars, — npou3sHecia, HabIronas!, Kak OH 3a-
CTETHYJ OpIOKH, U, HE IOTPYIUBIINCH HAJIETh PyOaIlKy, OTHPABHUIICS
MPOYb U3 KOMHATHI.

BansaTecs B nocrenu s He ctana. Bekounna ¢ kposatu. Mexty HOT
cpa3y ke poOuIIo JIETKOM OO0JTBI0, HO PETeHEpAIHs CleTIacT CBOE AeJIO.

MunyT uepes JecsaTh HUKAKoro AUCKOM(OpTa U 4yBCTBOBATH HE Oy-
ny. Ho Bort ero cems... Ero Tak MmHOro. 1 OHO BBITEKAaeT U3 MEHs, pas-
Ma3bIBasICh 10 OEIpaM.

BeicTpo cxBatmia canderky co cTona u Koe-Kak 00TEpIach OT ero
cienoB. HakuHyna Ha muieuun nepBblid MONaBIINCA Xauar v MOCHelnia
BBICYHYTb HOC 3a JIBEpH.

Kopunop mnmuuHbIHN, mycToil. 910 Tak cTpaHHO. OOOPOTHU JKUBYT
OOJIBIIIMMU TPYIITIIAMU U UX JIOMa HUKOT/IA HE OBIBAIOT CTOJb ITyCThIH-
HbIMH. MoeT Bce crsT?

S npouwna Bnepéx, nocie yBuaena JJIMHHYIO JECTHHULLY, BEAYLIYIO
BHU3. He noiimy Ha KakoM 3Taxke Hax0XKych. 11 BOOOIIIE, CKOTBKO 3/1€Ch
JTa)kKEeH HE 3HAK0.

OcTOpOKHO cTymasi, s1 Hauaa CITycKaThCes 1o JiecTHULe. CKpuI cTy-
TIEHEW B 3TOM 3BEHSIILEH THIIWHE Ka3aJCs ONIyIIUTEbHbIM. Kaxkablii
1Iar OT/1aBajiCsl AXOM, 3aCTaBIIsIsl MEHS B3paruBarh.

BHuzy BuiHencs TyCKIIbIi CBET, NPOOMBAIOLIMICS CKBO3b LLEIH 3a-
KPBITBIX JBEpEi.

Jlo6paBIIuCh 10 NEPBOTO ATAXka, 1 0Ka3aiach B IPOCTOPHOM XOJLIE.
3nech ObLIIO HECKOJIBKO ABEPEi, BEMyIUX, CyAs 10 BCEMY, B pa3HbIE
KOMHATBHI.

Ha ctenax Bucenu crapuHHbIC KAPTUHBI C H300pasKEHUEM CYPOBBIX
MY>KUUH U KECHILWH, MPEACTABUTEINEH 3TOro KiaHa. Mx npucranbHbie
B3[JISI/IbI, Ka3aJI0Ch, CIIEAMIIN 382 MHOM

S npucnymanace. Hu 3Byka. Hu rosocoB, HU 1aroB, HA AaKe Jbl-
xaHus. Tonbko TUIIMHA, JaBsIlas U THETYILAs.
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Pemm feficTBoBaTh HayTaI, s OTSHYA Ha ceOs pydKy OrKaien
neepu. OHa OKka3ayiach He3arnepTol U JIerko moaaanack. S 6eciuryMHO
BOIILJIA B TUTAHTCKYIO KOMHATY.

D710 OMOINOTEKA, KAK MHE KaXKETCA.

Bricokue crenmnaxu, ycTaBleHHbIE KHUTAMH B KOYKaHBIX TIEPEIUIeTax,
TSHYJHUCH JI0 CAMOT'0 MOTOJNKA. B 1IeHTpe KOMHATHI CTOsUT OOJIBIION TTy-
OOBBII CTOJI, 3aBaJICHHBII OyMaramu ¥ pacKpbIThIMH KHUTamMu. Ha ctomne
ropesna HacToJIbHAs JIaMIIa, 0TOpachIBast TEIUIbIN CBET HA OKPYIKAIOIINE
MIPEMETHI.

Sl cHOBa ocMoTpenack. 31ech €cTh ene e aBepu. BoT 3a ogHoM
Y3 HUX S U yCIIBIIIAJIA TUXHE TOJIOCA: )KEHCKUI 1 MY>KCKOM.

MyskcKoi — mpuHasIexkall 000POTHIO, ¢ KOTOPBIM 1 ObLia OH3Ka.

[Tpubnu3uBIINCH, yBUIETA TPOUX: MOJIOYIO OOOPOTHHILY, OHA MOJI-
yasa. A BOT MOKWIJIasi 0OOPOTHUIIA U MOM BOJIK pa3roBapHUBaIH.

$1 MTHOBEHHO yuysijia MEXIy STUMH JIByMs OHY KpoBb. OHU poI-
CTBeHHUKH. Bpsin mu 6par u cectpa. Ckopee MaTh U CbIH. A BOT MOJIO-
Jlasi CaMKa — HE KpOBHAs pOJIHS.

— Bapn, xak TeI MOXelIb ¢ Heli cath? 30aBbes OT mpeaarebHu-
161! — 51 yCJIBIIIIAJIa CJI0Ba MOJIOION JEBYIIIKH.

— OHa nomkHa 3a4ath U poauTh cbiHa. K coxaneHuro, JIMib 3TOT
HACJICJTHUK CMOXKET 00JIafaTh HY)KHOW HaM CHJIOH, — IIMHAYHO OTBETHUII
€l TOT, KOTOPBII 3TOM HOYBIO C/IeJ1al MEHS OJIHOCTBEO CBOEH.

Crnyiaro ux pa3roBop u 00J1b mpoHu3biBaeT Mo€ cepaie. He puzu-
yeckasi, a tymeBHas. [IpenarensctBo. OH UCHOIB30BaT MEHS.

— W s nomxkna s10 Tepners, Bapn? S Beapb TBos xkeHa!

— 1 mory B3sTh U BTOpYIO keHy. Ha Bpems. B uém npobnema?

Tel He enutbes Ha Hel. [lycts poaur, a nocie. ..
[Tocne ona OyneT ka3HeHa, — e/1Ba JIU He JOOUI MEHSI CBOMMHU CIIO-
BaMH.

Kasub. .. OH roBopuit 0 Ka3HH Tak OyAHUYHO, CIIOBHO peyb II1J1a O CJIO-

MaHHOM Baze. U 3a uro?
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