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Ctpaxu

LlapcTBO OXB HE MEpecTaeT MEHS YAUBIATH. YKE BTOPhIE CyTKH Hallla
OTBaXHas (WM, CKOpee, He CHIIBHO pa3yMHas) Tpoula HpoOupaercs
4yepes MpeIMecTbsl CTapoi cToauiel. [Toprai rmaBsl HOBOM CTOJIMLBI ap-
CTBa OXB BBITUTIOHYJI (M 3TO caMO€ TOYHOE CJIOBO) HAaC Ha OKpamHe Jieca.
brnaro nec Ham He NPULIOCH NPEONOJIEBATh, TAK KaK cTapas CTOJIHUIA
npeAcTaNa NpeA HallMMU O4aMH BO BCEM CBOEM IPEBHEM M CHIBHOM
BEJIMKOJICITHH.

OrpoMHBIH TOpoJI ¢ TOPAYKAOIIUM BOOOpaKeHUE OOMIHEM IITUIIEH,
KITMHYATBIX KPBIII U KYTIOJIOB. A, BUANMO, B CAMOM IIEHTPE CTapoi CTO-
JIMLBI BBICHJIOCH, NIE€PEIMBAIACh BCEMH MHE M3BECTHBIMH, a TAaKKEe He
M3BECTHBIMU 1IBETAMH, HACTOSILEEe IPOU3BEACHUE HUCKYCCTBA — KpbIIa,
COCTOSIIAs U3 LEJIOTO Jieca KOJIOH, OallleH, CKYJABNTYp U IIIHJIeH, CIue-
TEHHBIX MEXIy COOOM 3aMbICJIOBATOMN Ay TUHOM MaPSIIUX OMOpP.

— Yro 310?! — 5 OTKa3bIBANACh JIBUTAThCSA C MECTA IIOKA HE MOJIYdy
pa3bsACHEHUSI.

— Yto nmenHo? — nposopuana Onpu, ouepenHol pa3 paccTpOeHHas
MOUM (POHTAHUPYIOIIUM SHTY3Ha3MOM.

— Bot 310! — HE YyHUMAaTAcCH 1.

— DT0 Kak pa3 crapas OnOnmroTeka, — MOSCHII Taid.

— Ona tak 6mu3ko! — 0OpamoBaacs .

— Her, LaBu, — ¢sipkayna Ogpu. — Crapas Oubiamoreka coBceM
He ONU3KO pacmojoKeHa. JTO CBOCOOpa3HBI ONTHYSCKUN OOMaH.
XOTs1, N3HAYaJIbHO, APXUTEKTOPBI HE COOMPANNCh HUKOTO OOMaHBIBATh.
Hackonpko Thl IOMHMUIIB, OXBBI MUPHAS paca, B OTIIMYKME OT HApJIU30B, —
Opnpwu, oueBuaHO, OblIa HE B Ayxe. — Takoil d¢dekr ObUT JOCTUTHYT
TOJIBKO PAJ¥l YIyUllIEeHHs BHEIIHETO BUAA CTONMIBI. OXBBI BCETa OUEHb
TOPJIUIIMCH CBOCH SIPKO#, CHIILHOM M TaKOU JIFOOMMOM CTONHIIEH, — B310X-
Hyna Onpu.

— Ilonyuyunock IpocTo CKa304HO, — BOCXMILIEHHO B3/10XHYJa 5. — He
BoJHYy#cs, Onpu, ecian ecTb BO3SMOKHOCTh KaK-HUOYIb BEPHYTh OXBaM
yTpayeHHoe, TO s 00s3aTeNbHO 3Toro nodbtock! He 3pst Beap s HuTa
umMIiepaTtopa o0beAMHEHHOM nMIepun BakHupym! — st mogMurHysa cBoeH
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noapyxke. — 5l oueHs MHOroe Mory! Tonbko BepHych 1OMOH. .. — Onpu
HE JjaJla MHE JIOTOBOPUTb.

— ITocmoTpumM, nocMoTpuM, — npoBopyana Oxpu. — XBaTUT BOCXH-
marecs! Y Hac oueHb Majio BpEMEHH U OYE€Hb MHOTO e/

— C vero HayHeM, — oMHTEpecoBacs Tai.

— Jymaro, u3HayaIbHO CTOUT 03a1aUNThCSI IOUCKOM TOTO, YTO HaXo-
JUTCS B MPEAMECThsX, — 3asiBwia Onpu. — A IOTOM yX€ IITYPMOBAaTh
camy CTOJIMLLY.

— Pa3zymHo, — cornmacuica Tail.

— Wmem To, 4TO Tak HY»HO I7aBe? — yauBUiach s. — Jlymaere, Mbl ¢
HUM e1le BcrpeTuMces? MokeT He Hao, a? — 3aXHBIKama 5.

— He 3a0ynp, B ropoze, ynpasiseMoM I71aBOil, OCTAINUCh HAIIN CEMbU
Y HalM Ipy3bsi. MBI He MO)keM nozBecTH ux. He Oynb srouctkoi, — oTpe-
3ana Oxpu.

—Jlagno, maguo! Kymna unem? Mbl 3ke BpoJie HE B Kypce pacioOKEHUs
stoit Knuru BeTpoB?

— M nem Ha 101, — CKOMaHI0BaJIa MOsI OXBa.

— A 410 y Hac Ha rore? — IOMHTEPECOBANIACH f1.

— Ha rore y nac 3aroponnsie pe3ugenuun Oensix oxB. Hamerocs, uto
u Knura BeTpoB crpsiTaHa rje-1o TaMm, — nosicumia Onpu.

— ComuuTensHO. He mymaro, 4TO Hapiau3bl CIPSATANH CTOIb BaXKHBIN
apredakT B TAKOM OYEBHUIHOM MECTE, — OTBETHI Taii.

— A 1 Kak pa3, Tak 1 AyMalo, — HacTanBaina Oapu. — Xo4elb 4To-I1u00
xopomio crpsrars? [psup Ha BuaHOM MecTe. KoMy mpuzaer B ronoBy
uckarb Kuury BeTpoB y 0enbIx oxB?

— Hawm, — xmbiknyn Tait.

— NMenHo, — napupoBana Onpu.

— Torna, B myTh! — g BCKOUMIIa, TOTOBAsA YK€ 3aKOHUMUTD BCE AeNa KaK
MOYKHO CKOpEE U BEPHYThCS, HAKOHEIl, JOMOM.

U BOT yXe MouTH ABOE CYTOK MBI WJeM 10 MyCThIHHBIM yiuiam. Hu
equHon mymm! BooOme! Hu mTurl, HA 3Bepeil, HU OXB, HH HapIU30B.
MHe KaxeTcs, YTO Jake 3ByKH 3aMepiI, IIOpa)kKeHHbIE, HaIeI0Ch, KPaco-
TOW OKpYXkaroINX Hac cTpoeHnH. KaxIplii oM, CTpOEHHE, COOpPYKEHNE,
MHMO KOTOPBIX HaM IO0CYACTIIMBUIIOCH IIPOUTH, IEPETUBATIUCH MUHUMYM
HECKOJIBKUMH LBeTaMu. [IpudeM, ueMm mamibie Mbl yIIyONsINCh, TEM



ApU€ CTAaHOBUIIUCH LIBETA, IIEPETCKAA U3 OJHOT'O OTTCHKA B )Z[perfI. Mens
HEMHOTO yAUBHJIO TIOJTHOE OTCYTCTBHE KaKOH-IMOO0 pacTuTensHOCTH. Hu
KyCTHKa, HU TpaBUHKHU. VIHTEpecHO, mouemy?

— Onpwu, OXBBI HE JIFOOAT BETHI? — IOMHTEPECOBAIACH S

— Kakue uBethl, — 0xBa ObliIa OIVIOIIEHAa CBOUMH MBICISIMH. BooO1e,
B ITOCJICAHEC BPEMA MBI IICPEABUTAIIUCH MMPEUMYIICCTBEHHO MOJI4Ya.

— OOprunbIe. 1|BeTOUKH, KYCTHKH, TpaBKa, — IIEPEIUCITAIA 5.

— A, — nporsayna Onpu. — LlaBu, OXBBI HapoOx IBETa, a HE KaKHe-
HUOYIb NecHbIC Ab(BI. HackoabKo ThI MOMHUIIIB, PHBa ¢ yIOBOIBCTBHEM
noobOenaia Obl HaMU. MBI CUUTACM PACTUTEIILHOCTH U OSCIOJIE3HOM, U
onacHoi. C OHOU CTOPOHEI, ISl YETO MBI MOYKEM HCITOJIE30BaTh IIBETHI?
IlaBu, mocmoTpu Bokpyr! Kakoe OyiictBo 1mBera! Kakoe Benmkonenwe!
L[BeThI HMUETO HE YKPACHT, a BOT Ipsizu mpudaButrcs. C Apyroi CTOPOHEI,
JUISL OXB JIaJICKO HE BCE IIBETHI Oe30macHbl. Mbl HE XOTHM DPUCKOBATh
CBOMM OJIArOTOIyYHeM.

— [onsTHO, — yemexHynack 1. Ogpu HUYEro HE OTBETHIIA, YTO OBLIO
YIUBUTEIHHO.

Tem BpeMeHEM, MBI, HAKOHEII, JOOPaTUCh IO MaJICHHKOH I1eITH HAIIIETO
Oonpiroro myreniecTBus. JloMa cTaHOBWIMCH BCce Oelee, TAE-TO Jaxe
Mepranu. MHe Jake oKa3ajJoCh, YTO CAMH CTPOCHHS KOJBIITYTCS.

— Dro Berep, — mosicHW Taif, 3aMeTUBIINN MO€ 3aMEeIaTeIbCTBO. —
Jobpo mokamoBath B paiiloH OeIBIX OXB!

— Kak TopxecTBEeHHO, — IpOBOpUaa 5.

— W ectb u3-3a yero, — He yHUMacs Tail. — benble 0XBBI ABISIOTCA
LOCHTPOM IBETOBOI'O Kpyra OXB. He CKaxXy, 4TO UX Marusg camas MOII-
Hasl, HO TOYHO SBJISAETCS CaMOM SKICKTUIHOH. I IpecTaBuTe N 6EIBIX 0XB
MOTYT BCTyHarh B OpadHbIe COIO3BI MPAKTHUYECKH C MPEICTABUTEIISIMH
BCEX I[BETOBBIX THUIOB OXB. [Ipnyem, nMeTh B pomy Oelyto OXBY CUMTa-
€TCA MOYCTHBIM €€ U IIOTOMY, YTO Marvd poga CTaHOBUTCHA 60Hee pas-
HOIUTAaHOBOM U CUJILHOM.

— Oro! Tait! Bbl, koHEUHO, HE HApIM3BI, HO HAIA pPachl KpalHe
MOXOXKHU! — BOCKJIMKHYJA 1.

— Koneuno! [1oaToMy U BaKHO COXpaHHUTh HaIly aBTOHOMHOCTb, —
noazaepxan Tail.



51 B ouepeaHOM pa3 3ajyMaliach, HACKOIBKO OBLIM HE JaTbHOBHUIHBI
HAIIIX TPEAKH, KOTJa PeIIIA TOPabOTUTh TAKUX MPEKPACHBIX CO3TaHHIHI
kak oxBbl! Hazo 310 ncnpaBuTh!

— Buumanue! — npommnena Oapu.

—Yrto? — HEe HOoHANA 5.

— Crpaxmu, — mpounTasa s o rydbaM OTBET OXBEHI.

Tait nepHyn MeHS 32 pyKy. MBI CIIPSTAIHCH B TCHH BEICOYCHHOM OeT1oi
craryr. MEMO Hac MPOIIECTBOBAJIM JBE YepHbIE KaK HOYb TeHH. Korma
TEHU MopaBHsUIUCH ¢ HaMu, Onpu u Tai, ka3anock, nepecTany AbIIIATh.

— K0 310? — porenTana s, Korja CTpakul YIUIH I0CTaTOYHO JIAJIEKO.

— Xopowuii Bonpoc, — nporsanya Taid.

— B crapoii cronmuiie He TOMKHO OBITh CTpaXku! — YIUBICHHO 3asiBHIIA
Onpu. — OTKyzna 3TU B3sUIUCH!

— To ecTb, MBI ONATh HUYETO HE 3HAEM, — B3/IOXHYA 5.

— 3naem! — otBetmina Oapu. — Mel 3HaeM, uto Kuura BeTpoB TOYHO B
3TOM paione. MHave, 3a4eM TyT OCTaBIATh ITHX BBIPOAKOB?!

— dymaro, To1 mpaBa, Onpu, — TsKe0 B3noxHy Tait. — OqHO X0oporo,
Temnepb 5 MPaKTUIECKH YBEPEH, Mbl Ha MPABUIILHOM ITyTH.

— [No3uTHBHO, KOHEUHO, — BcTaBwia 5. — Ho XxoTemock Obl O0O0bIIIe
y3HaTh 00 3TuX crpaxax. [lonenurecs?

— Tak yx u Hano? — cwesa3euna Onpu.

— Touno Tebe roBopro! — psBKHyNA . — 3a0bLTa, KTO MPOTAIINI Bac
ctona?! PacckaspiBaiiTe! — OecHT 3Ta 3aHOCUMBAs PUHIECCKA!

— JleBoukH, cIIOKOMHO! — Kak Bceraa, Tai melTancs Hac IPUMEpUTh. —
910 crpaxu. [Tonyoxssl, monyayxu. UToObI TeOe ObLIO MOHSITHO, CKaXYy
MPOCTO, 3TO IYIIW IpeAareneit, mopadomeHHsle Hapmu3amu. OHI HaxoO-
JIATCS] Ha TIEPEMYTUH JOPOT KU3HU U CMEPTH. MBI X HE BEIHOCUM, OHU
HaM 3aBHIYIOT U MCTAT 3a 4TO-TO. Hapmm3bl o0emanu oTImyCcTUTh 3TH
JIyIy 13 pabCTBa, HO, KAK BUJIUM, HE CACPIKAIU O0CIIaHMsI.

— Kak Bcerma, — mpomomxwmina Onpu. — Hapnussl obemanu uM CBO-
0oxy B 00OMEH Ha TIpemaTeNbcTBO cBoero Hapoma. CoBceM HeOOIbIIOe
KOJIMYECTBO OXB IMOIUIHA HA CHIEJNKY, HO, TEM HE MEHEe, TAaKHEe HaILINCH.
Hamwm Bokmu mbITanuch OCBOOOMUTH IIyIIM HECUACTHBIX OT pabCTBa,
KOT/1a 3aKJTI0Y Ay TO30pHBIN Mup ¢ Hapau3amu! Ho, ThI 1 Tak Bce BUAMIIE
cama.



— He moxeT ObITH! — IOpa3muiacs 5.

— Moxet! — Onpu ycTano BeIIOXHYNA. — W Tenepb, BUAUMO, CTPAKU
oxpasstoT Kuury BeTpoB. BoT Tonbko, 0T Koro?

— OnemenTtapHo, Oxapu! — ckaszan Bapyr Tait. — OT maBel HOBOH CTO-
JIMLIBL.

— Ilouemy? 3auem? — st HUYEro He MOHUMAJIA.

— 3arem, LlaBu, uTO HapaU3aM HyXEH HAJICMOTPILUK B HAIlEM Lap-
CTBE. A KTO M3 Hapiu30B JOOPOBOJIBHO CONIACUTHCS MPO3s10aTh B MUpE,
MOJTHOM OJIHUX JIMIIL OXB? DTO HE MPECTHKHO, HACKOJBKO 51 3HAIO, —
3akoH4mWII Taid.

— la, — moarBepamna Oxpu. — Bo3aynrHsiil Hapau3 OCTaeTCs B HAIlIeM
LIApCTBE HE TOJBKO IIOTOMY, YTO YBEPEH B TOM, UTO SIBIISIETCS IOCIEN-
HHUM IIPEICTaBUTEIEM BO3AYIIHBIX HAPIU30B, HO M IOTOMY, YTO, TOJIEKO
BOCIIONIb30BaBIIMCE, KHUTOH BETPOB, CMOXKET MPEOAOIETh MarundecKue
Oapbephbl, JIOOE3HO MOCTaBICHHBIC HAPIM3aMU JIPYTUX BUAOB, Ja0bl
CAep)KaTh MepeMenIeHne KaK OXB, TaK W HapIU30B MEXKIy CEKTOpaMH
cronuupl. Jla, raBa BUIUT BCE, MOXKET IIOKAPaTh JIF00OT0 0XBa, HO U CaM
HaXOZIUTCS B JIOBYIIKE.

— Ham oGs3arensno HyxHa KHura BeTpoB, — pestoMupoBana s1. — U
s HE s, €CJIM, BEPHYBIIMCH 00paTHO, HE TIPUMY MEpHI TI0 UCIPABICHHUIO
HEeCIpaBeTNBOCTH !

— BricokonapHo, — ycMexHyics Tail.

— EcTecTBeHHO, — mogMurHy”na s 0XBy. — Sl Benb HUTA UMIeparopal



3noctb

[lovickn HEMPUIMYHO 3aTATHBAINCH. S yKe roToBa OBUIA BHITH OT
HereprieHus. CTpaxeil, K c4acTbio, Mbl OoJblle HEe BCTpedand. Mel
OCMOTpEIH Bce MOMECThs OelbIX 0XB. Huuero nHTepecHoro, MCKIoyasi,
MOJTHOE OTCYTCTBHE PACTUTEIBHOCTH M OOMIIHE BCSIKHUX CTaTyH, (Gpecok,
n3BasgHUH. TpaBy aKKypaTHO 3aMEHWII OeNbIil eCOK, CTaTyn ObUIH clie-
JaHbl U3 0emoro MpaMopa, rpaHuTa U aukaps. CMOTpenock He Beceo,
HO TpaHIN03HO. BuanMo, 0XBbI To)ke HE MPOYb MPUXBACTHYTh. HekoTo-
pBI€ CTaTyu MepIaiy.

— Onpwu, — MHE OBIJIO HACTOJIEKO CKYyYHO, UTO S PEIniia 3aBECTH pa3-
TOBOP C XMypo# 0xBoi. — OzipH, MOYeMy HEKOTOPBIE CTATyH MEPLAOT?

— Cmpocn y Tasg. MHe Hekorna, — oTpe3asa OXBa.

— YeM TbI TakUM 3aHATa! — BO3MYTHIIACH 5.

— ITouckom, IlaBu, — B3g0XHYNa MOs moApy»KKa. — [IeITarock n3ba-
BUTH HAC OT BEYHOTO CKUTaHUs B nmorckax Kauru Berpos. Winu eme gero
TOXY’Ke, — THXO 3aKOHYIJIA CBOIO OTIIOBens OmpH.

— [aBu, 4TO THI XOTENA y3HATh, — BMeIIancs Tail.

— 1 copamuBana mpo MeplaHue cTaTyi, Ho Terepb MEHsI O4eHb UHTE-
pecyer apyroit Bompoc. Yem 3ansara Ongpu?

— [aBu, ycnokotics. [aBaii, mo nmopsiaky. Mrak, craryu. TyT Bce mpo-
cto. YeM npeBHEe marepuai, TeM Oolblle Maruu oH BruTail. Cremnosa-
TENBbHO, TEM YCTOHUYMBEE €ro CTpyKTypa, NoHATHO? — Tail mpocTo u3my-
YaJl CIOKOWCTBUE U COCPEAOTOUEHHOCTb.

— Ilonsrtro. To ecTh, 4eM MOJIOXKE KaMEHB, TEM CHIIbHEE Meplianue? —
YTOYHMIIA S

— NmenHo, — yneiOnymncs Taid.

— A uto ¢ Onpu? — He oTcTaBaIa 5.

— C Oppu? — Taii BeIIISAAEN CJIETKa BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM MOUM BOIIPO-
com. — Onpu, MOTy s paccKa3arh?

— Paccka3zbiBail, — 0TMaxHynach oxBa. — Bee paBHo, L{aBu u Tak ciauni-
KOM MHOTO Y€ y3HaJa.

— Bot cnacu6o, Onpu! — Bo3myTHiach 5.

— 3a moBepue? — yCMEXHYIach OXBa.
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