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CepaLe neca

IpoJsor

SAnBura cuaena 3a HU3KUM JTyOOBBIM cTojioM. Ha ero TémHoi 1 1e-
pOXOBaTOI MOBEPXHOCTH JIEKAIM CBA3KH TpaB. HekoTopsle Tenu, uc-
TOYasl TYCTOM, yAYIIAIOIINNA 3aax IMOJIbIHM, CMEIIAHHBIA C TOHKUMH
HOTaMHU 3J1aTOLUIUITHUKA — IJIOBUTOTO IIBETKA, PACTYLIETO B 3aTEHEHHBIX
yrosikax YépHoro sneca. Ero jienectku CBETUIIMCH TYCKIIbIM 30JI0THCTBIM
CHSIHHEM, OTOpachIBasi MEPIIAOIIIE OTONECKU Ha CTEHBI, 3aCTaBIISs Te-
HU BOKPYT TaHIIEBaTh. [[pIM, TOHKMMHU KOJILIITAMH BBIOIITUIICS OT TPaB,
00BOJIaKMBaN CTapyXy, KIyOsich y e€ tuied. ToHKHe malbIibl, OCTPHIE,
KaK KOT'TH, JIOBKO TIEpeOHpaIi CyXHe JIUCThA.

JIuiio e€ ObLIO CTaphIM, C MENKHUMHU MOPIIMHAMHU, TITyOOKHMH, KaK
TpemMHbI B nepecoxiel 3emie. Ho B €€ miazax ropen »KMBOM OroHb,
U B3IJISi1, HAITPABJICHHBIHN HA TapHEH, ObLT CIMIITKOM LIEMKUM, CITUIIIKOM
DIyOOKUM. [JIsTHEITs B TaKWe — M HOTW CaMU TTOITHOAI0TCSl.

B nBepsx Tonramuce 1Boe: Backa u Spema. Backa — BbICOKU, 1IN~
POKOIUIEUHH, C BIAXKHBIM OT ToTa JiutioM. Ero Gerarorue 1a3za, mojiHbe
JKaJIHOCTH, BbIABAIIU Tpyca. Psanom crosut SIpema — Xynoid, HarpskEn-
HBIH, CJIOBHO TETHBA JTyKa, TEPEOMIT Kpal pyOaxu, cTapasich Iep:KaThCs
B CTOPOHE.

— Hy, yero BcTanm, Kak UCTYKaHbI? — CIPOCHIIA OHA, HE OTPHIBASICH
OT CBOMX TpPasB.

— Hawm... — nayan Backa, oTTupas not co j10a rpsi3HbIM pyKaBOM,
HO SIpema mepeOw:

— Borarcra xotnm, 6a6ka! Jla ynaun, utob nemam yiaj ObL.

SInBYTa MPUMOIHSAIIA TOIOBY. YTONIKU €€ TyO 4yTh TPOHYIIA YIBIOKA,
HO TeIula B Hel He OBbLJIO HU Ha TPOIIL.

— borarctga... ynaun... — mpou3Hecia OHa 33 JyMUUBO. — A 4TO B3a-
MEH-TO OTJauTe?

— Bcé otnagum, — Beimanun Backa, naxke He 3a1yMbIBasiCh U KUBasl,
OyATO MOT 3TUM JI0Ka3aTh NCKPEHHOCTh CBOMX CJIOB.
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— Bcé? — ona nogusiia Ha HEro B3NS, U IAPHIO MOKA3a10Ch, YTO
KOMHAara IOTEMHeJa.

— Ja, Bc€! — momneprkan ero Slpema, TOPOILIMBO BBHITHPAs JIaJ0HU
0 pyOaxy.

Cmex S aBUTH HAMONIHWI KOMHATY, XPYCTKHH, KaK TPECK CTapbIX CYXHX
BETOK. T€HH BOKPYT 3a]p0KaJiu, CJIOBHO OKUBAsL, M TIOMOJI3JIM IO CTEHAM.

— 'V Bac HUYEro M HEeT-TO, YTOOBI OT/IABATh. TOIBKO JICHUBBIE PYKH
Jla TypHbI€ TOJNOBBL. JIaHO yXK... — SI3BUTENBHO 3aMETHUJIa OHA. 3aTeM
OTKHMHYJIACh Ha CIIMHKY CTYIa, €€ TEHb MIOII0JI3]Ia 10 CTEHE, CJIOBHO pac-
NPaBJIsisl KpbUlbs. — ECTh y MeHs [U1s Bac Jieo.

[TapHu 3aMepin, HACTOPOKEHHO NEPENNITHYBLINCH.

— Ha kpato nepeBHu, Tam, rae HaunHaeTcs YEpHsiii jgec, crout Be-
nukas Onbxa. 3Haere e€?

— 3Haem, — ObICTpO KUBHYI Backa.

— Ilox e€ KopHSIMU JIEXKUT Aap, — royioc AnBuru 3a3BeHen. — Kamenob
3eJI€HBIN, ¢ pe3HbIMU 3HaKamu. [Ipunecére ero mue!

— Kamenn? — nepecripocun Backa.

— A Ha Ko#l OH TeOe? — OCMEeITHIICS CIIPOCHTD SIpema.

— He Bame 1o neno. [Ipunecére kameHb — nosy4ure Harpagy. — -
BUT'a [IPULLYPHIIACE.

— A 4ro 3a Harpana Oynet? — He yHumascst Backa, ero rasa 3a0me-
CTeIu.

SnBura ynplOHyIach, MEJJIEHHO HAKJIIOHWIIACH BIIEPE]] M TPOLLIETITaa:

— Ilpunecére ero MHe — craHeTe cuiibHee BeeX. CTaHeTe BEIMKOM
cuioi!

[lapHu cHOBa nepenaHyauCh. Backa, TSKeno CIIOTHYB, CMaxHYJ
TOT o J0a.

— MBpI cenaem 310, — OypKHYI OH, VSIS HA CTapyXy.



CepaLe neca

I'maBa 1

Hous B n1ecy Obliia TEMHOI, CIIOBHO cama 3eMJIsl pelliiia YKpbITh €0
OT ITOCTOPOHHUX IM1a3. JIyHa e/iBa mpoOHBaach CKBO3b Ty4H, a BO3IYX
ObUT TSKETBIM U BIIaYKHBIM.

— He npaButcs MHe 310 BCE, — 11enHyI fIpema, HaCTOPOKEHHO OIIIsA-
JIbIBAsSICh.

— Moumnuu ga komna, — orpeI3HyJiics Backa, BOH3UB JIONIATy B 3€MIIIO
y KOpHEN OIrPOMHOM OJIBXH.

Inpokue KOpHU AepeBa, CJIOBHO PyKH BeJIMKaHa, TSHYINCh BITYOb
3eMJIM, 3alUILNAs TaiHy, CKPBITYIO 1o HUMH. IlapHu xonamm posnro,
HO HakoHell Jionara Backu ynapuiia 1o 4eMy-To TBEPAOMY.

— Ectb! — pafnocTHO BBIKPUKHYI OH, OTOPOCUB JIOTIATy U pacKarbl-
Basi 36MJIIO PyKaMHU.

KameHnsp okazancs TSKENbIM, ¢ NIAAKON TOBEPXHOCTHIO, IIOKPBITON
pe3HbIMU 3HaKaMu. [Ipu cBeTe JTyHbI OHU BCTIBIXHYIH CJIA0bIM 3€1EHBIM
CBETOM, 3aCTaBUB SIpeMy OTIIATHYThCS.

— OT0 OHO? — APOKALIMM T'OJIOCOM CIIPOCHUII OH.

— Koneuno, ono! — Backa npunoaHs1 kKaMeHs, yibI0asch CBOEH yade.

Ounbxa 3ackpuniena. E€ BeTBM Hauau Tpewiarh, JTUCThs ONaalIH,
CJIOBHO COXOKEHHBIE HEBUIUMBIM OrHEM. Kopa nokpbuiach yOoKUMu
TPELIMHAMMU, U3 KOTOPBIX CTPYWICA I'yCTOM YEPHBIN IbIM, OTIAOLIHIA
TOpPEYBIO.

— bexum! — 3akpuyan Backa, kperye nprkuMasi KaMEHb K TPYIH.

[TapHu pBaHyIM NpPOYb, HE OIIABIBASCH. 32 UX CIIMHAMMU CJIbIILIAI-
Cs IPOTSDKHBINA CTOH YMHUPAIOLIETO IEPEBA, U XPYCT JIOMAEMBIX BETBEA.
Han HuMu pe3ko KapKHYII BOPOH, @ 3aT€M HOCIBILIAIOCh JINX0PAT0YHOE
XJIOIIAHBE KPBLIbEB.

XwKuHa S IBUIM BCTpETHIa UX peByLIMM orHéM. Odar mbuiai, otopa-
CbIBasl JUIMHHBIEC TEHU HA CTEHBL. SIABUra CTOsIIa IIEpe] INIAMEHEM, CJIO-
KMB PYKH B KeCTe, HaoMHHaroeM MonuTBy. Ho aTa MonuTBa He Obuia
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yesioBeueckol. B e€ ménore 3Byuanu cia0Ba, KOTOpbIE ObUIN Yy XKIbIMU
9TOMY MUpy. E€ TeHb, )KUBYI1ast CBOEH )KU3HBIO, N3BUBAJIACH T10 CTEHAM,
NPUHUMAs )KyTKHUE, HEUEJIOBEUECKUE OUepTaHMUs.

— Hy? — cnpocuiia oHa, naxe He 000paynBasich, KOIja MapHU BO-
PBAJIUCH BHYTPb.

— MBpI cienany, Kak Thl BeJlella, — BbINanui Backa, Tspkerno aplia.

— Ipunecnu? —ronoc e€ ObLI TUXUM, HO B HEM CJIbIIIANIACH YTPO3a.

— Ilpunecnu! — Backa marnyn Brepén, NpoTsiHyB KaMEHb.

— Ho... Tam... gepeBo... — Hayan SApema, HO 3amoiryal, koraa Ana-
BUTI'a NIOHsAIA PyKy. KameHb BeICKOIB3HYI U3 pyk Backa, ciioBHO k-
BOM, Y TUIABHO ITOJIHSJICS B BO3AyX. Uepe3 MrHOBEHHUE OH yIIaj MPsiMO
B IUIaMSl.

Ouar B3peBell, BCIBIXHYB TaK SIPKO, 9TO OOIBHO OBLIO TIazam. Sn-
BUTa LIENTala YTO-TO, U €€ TOJI0C CTAHOBUJICS BCE IpOMYE, II0KA CJI0BA
HE MEPEILIN B KPUK.

— Brb1 ocBoOoanu 10, yto cnasnio. Bot Bama Harpana! — e€ auio uc-
Ka3WJIOCh TOP’KECTBOM. — Tenepb Bbl — CUIIbHEE BCEX JKUBBIX !

E€ TeHb BEITAHYIACh, 3aII0JIHUB BCIO XWKUHY. SIBUra OBEpHYIIach
K [IapHAM, €€ IV1a3a TOpeIv OTHEM.

Backa 3akpuyain nepssiM. Orots, OyTO )KUBOM, OXBAaTHJI €0, 00-
JKUTasi He TOJBKO TEJIO, HO M Iylly. SIpeMa IombITancs OTIION3TH,
HO IIJIaMs HACTUIVIO €T0, CIOBHO XUIIHBIN 3BEPb, U 3aTSHYJIO B IPKO-
aJ10€ TOPHUJIO.

— CunbHee Bcex! — BOCKIIMKHYIIA S Bura, €€ rojioc 3B€Hes OT JiU-
koBaHMs. — He Oyzner Ha 31011 3emiie HUKOro cuiibHee Bac! Bel Tenieps —
4aCTh BEJIMKOTO U BEYHOI'O AyXa OrH:!

Kpuku cruxim. Ha nonmy ocranucs nuis nenen. Oyar 3aThx, HO B €10
NIyOUHE Hayalu MpocTynarsk ouepTanus. CUily3T — OTpOMHBIH, IpEeBHUH,
MIPONUTAHHBINA HEHABUCTHIO, — MOIHAJICS U3 OTHS. SJIBUra CKIIOHWJIACh
niepesl HUM, KaK Iepesl OBEIUTEIIEM.

— Bemmukuii Tpysap, — npowmenrana Snsura, — TBoi yac Hacrai.
51, Benbma OrueBuiia, rotoBa CIIykKHUTh TeOe.
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Han xwxuHo# B3BWICS CTONO OTHS, SIPKUM, KaK COJHIIC B 3€HUTE.
Ero ocnenurensHoe cusiHHE pa3opBajio HOUYHYIO ThMY, Opocasi ajble
OTOJIECKH Ha TYCThIe KPOHEHI JiepeBbeB. Jlec coppornyrncs. Bo3myx Ha-
MIOJIHUJICA TYJIOM, OT KOTOPOI'O 3BEHEJIO B yIIaX, U TSHKEIBIM 3a11aXoM
rapy, O0KUraBIINM JIETKHUE.
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I'naBa 2

Ha roro-Boctoke 'apnapuiku, y camoii rpanuisl YEpHOTO Neca, Jiexkano
ceno ['pyma. Korna-to 310 MecTo apliano xku3Heto. BecHoil paznaBai-
Cs1 3BOH PYUYEHKOB, MUTAKOLIUX OIS, JIETOM KOJIOChS TSIHYJIUCH K COJTH-
1Ty, a TYCTbIE CaJibl JAPHIIH CIaJKue sSI0I0KuU. 3/1ech He ObUIo Ooradei,
HO JTFOITM HE 3HAJIM T0J10/1a. 3eMJIs 9Ta ObLIa OJ1arocoBlIeHa: €€ OXpaHsIIH
JyXH, )KUBYLIHE B Jiecy U Benukas Onbxa, pacKUIUCTast 1 MOTyvasi, oJj
CEHbIO KOTOPO CHpaBiisuld cBaAbObl, COOMPAINCH KUTEIHU Ha Ipa3i-
HUKHU YPOKast, MOJIWITUCH O JIOXKAE, TPOCHIIN 3aIUThL, IPUHOCS Japhbl.

Ho Te nxHu ocranuck B mponuiom.

Peka nepecoxJia, KOJOALBI OITyCTENN, MEJTbHULIBI 3aMEPIIH, a 3eMJIS
MOTPECKAJIACh, CTAB CYXOil, KaK Yepera MaBIIMX BOMHOB. B Bo3myxe BUTa
TOKENBINA 3anax nerma. [{ons npeBpaTiiinch B BBDKKEHHYO ITyCTOILIb,
a JIepeBbA y Kpasi Jieca CTOSUTA CyXUMH, CJIOBHO MX BbICOCAJIU U3HYTPH.

Bcé xazanock MEpTBbIM. HU cTpeKoTa Ky3HEUNKOB, HU MITUYbETO 111e0e-
Ta — TOJBKO YIYLIUIUBAs, TATYYasi THIIMHA, OT KOTOPOU XOTEIOCH B3BBITh.

Bopumup ocranoBuiics Ha Kpato cena. Ero rycrteie, pactpénaHHbie
BOJIOCHI TEMHEJIH Ha BETPY, a 00poja, KOPOTKasi U YXOKEHHAs1, CKpbIBajia
KECTKHUE IMHUHU JH1IA. B30p ero TEMHBIX T1a3 ObUT TSHKENBIM, YCTANbIM,
CJIOBHO OH BH/IEJI CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO CMEPTEH, UTOOBI YAUBISATHCS HOBBIM
6enam. Ero ocanka Oblia HanpskEHHOM, OyTO OH BCE enIE OKUAam Ha-
MaJICHus, JJaKe 3/1ECh, Ha MOpore 3a0poIeHHoro cena. Ero yBepeHHbIe
Y TOUHBIE IBIKEHUS BBIIABAJIH OTIBIT OXOTHHKA. ETo moHOIIeHHBIH Kad-
TaH BHJIEN O0JbIe 00EB, YeM MUPHBIX JHEU. 3a IJIEYOM BHCEI MEIIOK
C KOJIbSIMU a Ha MOSICE 3arOBOPEHHBIN M€Y, YTO CBEPKAaJl JIMIIb TOT/a,
KOTJIa KpOBbh HEUMCTH Kacaiach ero Jyie3Bus. Ha rpyau Gnecrena mos-
BECKa — 3HaK BOJIbHOTO JIOBUEro, TYCKIIBIH, KaK IJ1a3a MEPTBELA, HO BCE
en€ BHYIIAOIINN CTPaX.

['pymia crosima, OyaTo 3aMepiiiasi BO BpeMEHH: HH JAETCKOTO CMEXa,
HU CKPEXETa JIONAThl O 36MJII0. YJIUIBI CeJia, HEKOT/IA HAIlOJTHEHHBIE
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Hatawa AliBepc

KU3HBIO, TETIEPh 3USIIN ITyCTOTOM, INIETHU MOKPHUIMCH CJIOEM MXa U T1Ie-
ceHu. Kpbliy noyepHeBIINX U MOKOCUBIINXCS U30 MECTaMU IPOBaJIH-
JIMCh, @ OKHA HAIIOMUHAJIM TEMHBIE IPOBAJIbI INIA3HULL O€3KU3HEHHOTO
yeperna. 3a uX CIIMHAMH MEJIbKANU JIMIa. brieaHble, BHITSIHYTHIE, CIIOB-
HO 'y YTOILJIEHHUKOB, C IV1a3aMHU, TOJTHBIMHM HEMOT'O Y’Kaca, CMEILIaHHOTO
C OTYASTHHOM HaAeK 0. JIronu He permanuch BHIATH U3 AoMOB. OHM 3a-
TaWINCh, OYTO KaXK/10€ IBMKEHUE WIIH IIOPOX MOIIIU IPOOYANUTH HEUTO
TEMHOE U CTpaITHOE.

Bopumup sierko nocTykuBai HOCOXOM IO Pa3OUTHIM I0CKaM MOCTA,
HABHCAIOIIETO HAJl MECTOM, TJie elI€ COBCEM HEAABHO MPOTEKaa peKa
PeBora. E€ Bozb1 Ob11H OypHBIMH, KaK BECEHHUE BETPa, ¥ IPO3PAYHbBI-
MU, CIIOBHO 3epkajio. OHa muTajia mojs U MENbHHIIBI, HO TeNeph TaM
HPOCTUPAIACH JIUIIb I'YCTas [Psi3b, YEPHAsi, CIOBHO CMOJIA, U TIOKPBITHIE
MXOM CKOJTb3KHe KaMHU. OH CITCTHJICS O] MOCT, IIPUCEIT HA KOPTOUKHU
Y 3a4€pIIHYI TopcTh 3eMin. Pactepes e€ Mex1y najiblieB, OH 3aMETHIL,
Kak cyxasl IbUIb, CJIOBHO MEPTBAs KOXKa, MOAHSIIACH B Bo3ayX. Ho 3a-
nax... OH ObU1 4y>kuM. [IporopkibiM, CIIOBHO MOCIIE CTApOro MoXapa.

Crapocra, rpy3HbIil U BEYHO MOTEIOMIUN MYKUK C KPYIJIBIMH, KaK
ONMHBI, IEKaMHU, HEPBHO NEepeMHUHAsCs ¢ HOru Ha Hory. [llanka B ero
pyKax JaBHO moTepsiia GopMy — OH jKaMKall €€, CJIOBHO IMBITAJICS BbI-
JKaTh U3 HEE BOLY.

— Boruro, bopumup, Te1 310. ... pa3depuck. Y Hac Beab Oea, CoBceM
6ena! — OyOHMII OH, CIIOBHO MOJUTBY. — Benukas Onbxa 3agaxia. Boga
yuuia. Exenu BoAbl He CTaHET COBCEM. .. TOTMOHET ceJo-To!

Bopumup nogHsuics, CTpSAXHYI ¢ pyK 3eMJIIO U IIOCMOTPEIT Ha CTapo-
cTy. B ero masax 3acTelia CMECh yCTAIOCTH U Pa3IpaKeHUsI.

— Wb T8I, «pa3depuck». A Tl MHE cKaxu, Cefsra, Kak 1aBHO J1y-
XaMm J1apbl He Hocwinu? A? — CIpOCHJI OH.

— MBpt... 3710... HOCcWM. [TounTaii, KasKayro 4eTBEPTYIO CyO0OTY. ..
HY, TOYTH Kaxkayto. — Cemsira OTBEN B3I, HO TYT K€ 3aTapaTopuil: —
3Oto npoxkisThe, bopumup, kisHycs! He nHaue kak jecHble TBapH B30ecu-
JMCh, ciblb! HaBepHsika j1enak ¢ pycalkaMu 4ero yayMaiu. A MOXKET,
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