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HoBas xHura ExatepuHbl OCTpOBCKOM — 3TO OT-
JEJTbHBIA MUP, HEBEPOSITHO JIETKO 1 IETAJIbHO MTPUILY-
MaHHBbINI. Bcs kHura 6yaro Obl BOJIILIEOHbBIN MUP AJTU-
Cbl — LIApCTBO BEYHOro 0oOMaHa, CTpaHHBIX UHTPUT
1 BOJIHYIOIIMX TapagokcoB. [1ocTosIHHbIE TTOBOPOTHI
ClOXeTa BbIOMBAIOT MOYBY M3-TI0J HOT AaXK€ MHOIO-
OINBITHOI'O YUATATENS, 10 CAMOM TTOCIEIHEN CTPAHULIBI
HE JaBas HU MaJjleHllero 1maHca pa3o0paTbes B Mpo-
HUCXOISIIEM U pa3ragaTh MpeaIoKEHHYI aBTOPOM ro-
JIOBOJIOMKY.

ExateprHa OcTpoBcKasi Io-mpekHeMy CIiocoOHa
YIUBIATh. «IToMoOJIBKA C 4y>XKOi CynbOOil» — HE TOJb-
KO BUTHEBATOE U 3aXBaThIBaOILIEE IETEKTUBHOE ki~
CTBO, KOTOPOT'O MBI BCE TaK XKIAEM 1 Ha KOTOPOE Hajie-
eMcsl, oTKpbiBas kHUry. Ha ceit pa3 y aBropa noury-
YUJI0Ch HeuTo Oosbliee. ExarepuHa CBOMM OCTpPbIM
YyTheM HACTOSIIEro JUTepaTopa-aeTeKTUBILIMKA yTra-
Jajia TO caMoe UaeaJIbHOE COOTHOLLICHUE TailHbI, pa3-
Maxa Y MpaBIbl — W HaIlMcajla yBJIeKaTeIbHYIO, He-
OOBIKHOBEHHYIO JaXe Ha TepBblid B3SO UCTOPUIO,
KOTOpasi, CTPEMUTEILHO pa3BUBASICh, IIPEBpaLLacTCs
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B TFOJIOBOKPYKUTEJIbHbII poMaH. JIo caMbIX MOCea-
HUX CTpaHHUIL HEBO3MOXHO yraaaTbh, KyJda BbIBEIET
JINXO 3aKPYYEHHBIN CIOXET, KTO OKaXKeTcsl TpeaaTe-
JIeM, KTO yOuiilieli 1 OTKyda >KJ1aTh IOMOILH!

3701eu U repor, OXOTHUKU U KEePTBbI, TIPUIMHBI
U CJIEACTBUS 3aIllyTaHbl C BOCXUTUTEIbLHON BUPTYO3-
HocTblo. EkareprHa OcTpoBcKasi OyKBaJIbHO 3aCTaB-
JISIeT IPOYUTaTh CBOI HOBBI poMaH!

Tamwvsana Yemunosa



JIABA TIEPBAA

Jlopora HbIpHy/Ja B HOYHOM JieC, TYCThIE €JIM He-
CKOHYAeMOM TEMHOI CTEHOM TSIHYJIMCh BAOJb 000YM-
HBI, ISITHO OEJIOro cBeTa Oexajao BIepear aBTOMO-
OIS, BBIXBAThIBAasi HA MTHOBEHUE TO KUJIOMETPOBBIM
CTOJIO, TO peaKKre MPOCBETHI, 32 KOTOPHIMU €1Ba yra-
JIbIBAIMCH CKJIOHBI JIBICHIX XOJIMOB, IPUITIOPOILIEHHBIE
POCCHINbIO OJIEMHBIX 3BE3/l, TOTOBBIX PACTBOPUTHCS
B CKOPOM MIOJIBCKOM YyTpe.

3a ouyepeaHbIM MTOBOPOTOM HAYaJICS IOJITUI MOJI0-
M TIOOBEM, 32 HUM JOJKEH ObLUT MOSIBUTHCSI KPYTOM
CIYCK K MOCTHKY 4epe3 IIyOOKHUIT oBpar, Ha THE KOTO-
poro 6exalia Kyaa-To Hemmpokas pedyiika. Papbl Ha
JIOJTIO CEKYH/IbI BBIXBATWJIM M3 TEMHOTHI CBEPKAIOIIUIA
OTpa>keHHBIM CBETOM 3HaK CyxXeHus1 poporu. Cuns-
1IKIA 3a pyJieM My>XYMHa HEMHOI'O COpOCHJI CKOPOCTb.
ABTOMOOMJIb MPOCKOYMJI TOBOPOT, HAYyaJICS CITyCK
K MoCTy... YTO-TO eaBa pa3anuyrMMoe BHICKOYMJIO U3
Mpaka Jieca... BoouTens BjaBui B moJj negajib TOPMO-
3a. U coenain 3To BecbMa BoBpeMsl. «beHTn» ocTtaHo-
BWJICS, €1Ba He cOMB uesioBeka. Ilepen kanmoTom Maiim-
HbI CTOSJIA JIEBYIIIKA C PACHYILEHHBIMU CBETJIBIMU BO-
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JocaMu. OHa MPUrHyJIach, MPUKPHIBAS JTATOHbBIO JIULIO
OT OcJIenuBLIero ee ceera ¢ap... Onexabl Ha JeBYyII-
Ke He Obl10 HUKakoi. OHa pBaHyJIach K MallIMHE, IThbI-
TasiCh KpU4aTh, HO 3BYKOB CJIBIIIHO He ObL10. lopory,
TEMHbII TAMHCTBEHHBI JIEC U BECh MUP HaKpblia HOU-
Has TullMHA. JIeByllika Oblia reperyraHa u apoxasa
oT yxxaca. OHa noadexasa, MonbITalach MPOHUKHYTH
B MAIlIMHY, HO Y HEe 3TO He IMOJYyYWI0Ch... CUasIImii
3a pyJieM HaKJIOHWICSI U OTKPbLI ABEPbh U3HYTPU.

— Ilomorute! — KpukHyJa AeBYylIKa, 3a01pasich
Ha cugeHbe. — Iloxanyiicta! 3a MHOIi TOHSITCS...

JIBepb OHa oOcCTaBuWJIa pacllaxHyTOl, BOIUTEJb
HaAKJIOHWJICSI HaJ €€ HaroToii, 0 KOTOpOil IeByIlIKa
BCIIOMHUJIA TOJIBKO Ceiyac U MPUKpPbLIACh PyKaMU.
JBepb 3axJ10Hyaach. MaliHa pBaHyJia, IpoHec/Iach
JI0 MOCTa, Mpockovuiia ero. M1 octaHoBUIIACK.

— Iloxanyiicta, moMorure, — MpollenTaia ae-
ByIIIKA, — TaM OY€Hb CTPALIHBIC JIOIU.

— OHHU yxe najieko, U Hac UM He I0THaTh, — OTO-
3BaJIcsl My>KUMHA U 00EpHYJICS Ha3all, YTOObI YI0CTO-
BEPUTHCS B CIPABEIJIMBOCTU CBOMX CI0B. — [lnmkaxk
MO BO3bMUTE, IPUKPOETECH XOTb.

JleBylIKy cHOoBa Hayaja OMTbh 03HOO. Boautens,
BBINPSIMUBILKMCH B KpecJie, MPUHSICS CHUMATb U/~
JKaK, KakK BAPYT YTO-TO yXaJWJO €ro B 1€, eaBa
KOJIbHYJIO, M MY>XYMHA TOIHSI OCBOOOXAEHHYIO U3
pyKaBa pyKy, YTOObI IMPUXJIONHYTh 3aJI€TEBILETO B ca-
JIOH KOMapa, U TYT e YpOHUJI ee.

— Y10 Takoe? — yIUBUIICS OH.

[TonbiTancs Bce Xe CHATh NMUIXKAK U MEIJIEHHO
HayvaJl 3aBaJIuBaThCsl Ha BOAUTEIBCKYIO IBEPb.
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My MO3BOHMJ Cpa3y Mocjie MOJyHOUMU, CO00-
LW, 4TO OOJIbIlE 3aAEPKUBATHCS B TOCTIX HE CO-
Oupaetcs, moodeian ObITh B TEYEHME Yaca U MOCOo-
BeToBajl BepoHuKe He TOXMIAThCS €ro, a JOXUThCS
CIAaTh.

— $1 Bce paBHO He 3acHy, Oyay TeOs1 >K1aTh, — OT-
BETUJIa OHA.

— Xopouo, — COIJIAaCWICA MYX, — TOTIa XIU
MEHS B IIOCTEJIN.

BepoHuka He moracuia CBeET, Jiexa, MPUCIyIIBa-
JIach K TUIIIMHE 32 OKHOM, pacCUMThIBAs, YTO BOT-BOT
YCHBILIUT, KaK pa3aBUIralOTCs BOPOTa, HETPOMKO Pbl-
YUT JBUTATEb «beHTIN»...

B3rasa ynman Ha Jiexallnyl Ha IPUKPOBATHOM
TyMOouke KHUTy. BepoHuka B3siia ee. KHura nexa-
Jla 31eCh JaBHO, TTOXaJyil, ey HEACIIO UIn JaXe
6ousbie. Torma MyX ToXe 3a1epXXUBAJICS Y TAKXKE MO-
COBETOBAJI €1 X/IaTh ero B nocrtesau. OHa B TOT Beuep
CITyCTUJIaCh B OMOJIMOTEKY, MPUHECIA KHUTY, YTOOBI
yOUTb BpeMsl, HO Jaxe He yCIiesla OTKPbITh, KaK YCJIbI-
111aJ1a 3ByK OTKPbIBAIOIIMXCSI BOPOT. Ternepb oHa B3s1-
Jia ee ¢ TYMOOUKM 6€3 BCSIKOro MHTepeca, IocCMOoTpeJia
Ha o00xKy: CredaHn LIBeiir. Pacrmaxnyna, ¢ caMmoro
Hayajia He IpeArojaras Yurath... BoT-BOT BepHeTCs
MyX. BepoHuka ellie pa3 npuciyliiajgach — 3a OKHOM
6b6U10 TUXO0. MOXHO, KOHEYHO, TTIEPE3BOHUTH EMY, HO
3a4eM JesaTh TO, YEr0 OHA HUKOT/IA He Jejaja 3a BCe
YeThIpe roja X COBMECTHOM XXU3HU? OHa He 3BOHU-
Jla, KOTJla OH 3aJepXXMBaJjicsl BeuepaMu, He 3BOHMIA
cama M B CEpeiMHe IHSI, He JieJiajla 3TOro, YToObl He
OTBJIEKATh €r0 OT HEOOXOAMMBIX 1€/l U BaxKHBIX pa3-
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TOBOPOB, HE XOTeja MOKa3aTbCsl HABSI3UMBOM, W3-
JIMIIHE TTOA03PUTEIIBHOMN UJIU, TOTO XYXKE, PEBHUBOIA.
«...MHe ondTh CTajo XyTKO. DTU Kpaayliuecs
MpU3pavyHbIe 1Iaru, MIOYTHU HECJIBILIHbBIE U BCE XKE He-
OTCTYITHbIE BO MpaKe MOPTOBOI0 KBapTaja, Majlo-Io-
MaJly BBITECHWJIM BOCTIOMMHAHMS O TIEPEXKUTOM, 3a-
MEHMB X KAKUM-TO 0€30TYETHBIM CMSITCHUEM...»

Cny4yailHO BbIOpaHHas B CepeAMHE CTPaHMIIbI
(bpaza okazanachr HeyMecTHOW. BepoHMuKka 3aKpbl-
Jla KHUTY M BepHyJia Ha TymMO00uKy. OHa momyMmainia
0 MyXe, 1 ei IoKa3ajoch, YTO OHA U B CAMOM JieJie
HEMHOTro BoJiHyeTcs... [TocMoTpenia Ha cBeTAIUCS
HugepOIaT HACTEHHBIX YaCOB — BPEMSI, K KOTOPOMY
My 00elajl BEpHYThCS, YK€ BBILLLIO.

«Kak OygmeT «Mmajio-TioMaay» Ha HEMELIKOM?» —
nonyMana BepoHuka M moyeMmy-TO OTBETHJIA cama
cebe BCIIyX:

— Nach und nach.

Ho otBieubcs He nmosryyunock. M Torma oHa BHOBb
noaymaja o KHure. BcmomHuaa, Kak Ta MosiBUIaCh
B UX AoMe. JloM yXe CTOs1, ¥ 3aKOHYMJIACh OTIE/IKa
roMellleHu, Obl1a paccTaBiieHa Mebeab, Korna Hu-
KoJaii TipuBe3 ciofga BepoHuKy, KOHEYHO Xe, He CO-
O1pasiCh XUTh C TIOYTU HE3HAKOMOM AEBYIIKON U YK
TeM OoJiee )XeHUThes Ha Heil. 1 BepoHuka 6e30 Besi-
KO 0OpeYeHHOCTHU Xaaja, Korjaa yCIelHbli, oora-
TBIA ¥ IOCTATOYHO MOJIOIOM MYXXYMHA MOIMPOCUT €€
YIAJTUTBCS. ..

OHa ObL1a yBEpeHa, YTO UMEHHO TaK U CIYYUTCH,
Bellb 3aU4e€M OHa €My, KOrja €CTh 00jee KpacHuBbIE,
0osee obasTesIbHBIE U LIeTIKME, U 00Jee YMHbIC Ha-
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