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Key to symbols used

White is slightly better

Black is slightly better

White is better

Black is better

White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage
equality

with compensation

with counterplay

unclear

with an attack

with an initiative

a weak move

a blunder

a good move

an excellent move

a move worth considering
a move of doubtful value
mate

novelty



Preface

For the last two years of my active career as a chess player my openings were decided in Skype
conversations with Nikos — if I was not simply following the files he had sent. We studied the
Tarrasch Defence extensively together and I had a fantastic plus five score until we published our
book on it (Grandmaster Repertoire 10— The Tarrasch Defence). At the 2011 Danish Championship
I followed his recommendations in all the games and had about 40 minutes more on the clock on
average when we guessed the right variations. I also had an advantage in almost all of the games.

At the Istanbul Olympiad where Nikos was working for the Danish team as a second we spent a
lot of time looking at the French Defence together and discovered a lot of interesting ideas. It was
quite natural that we would carry this work forward to a second collaboration.

The division of labour in this book has been quite similar to how we worked when we were
player and second. Nikos sent me his drafts and ideas and I proofed them to the best of my
ability. In the process I managed to make some theoretical contributions; especially the
12...h6R-apparently-not-a-novelty on page 210, which seemed crucial to keep this key line alive.
This was the result of iron determination after I had rejected all of Nikos’s other suggestions as
being dubious-looking.

In the end 95% of the material in this book comes from Nikos. The same was the case with our
previous book. At the same time I take 100% responsibility for the content. The direction of the
material is mine, the evaluations of many key positions are mine and the verification of the lines
is mine as well. We have worked as a team on this book and combined our strengths in the most
effective way.

You will find that although this book has two authors, we have decided to let the book have
one voice: Nikos’s. So wherever it says “I”, imagine a slight Greek accent, but know that the
grandmaster is nodding in approval in the background.

I do not think that Nikos needed a co-author on this project; nor do I think I could have written
this book on my own. Thus I hope the reader will divide praise and criticism fairly; all praise to
Nikos and all criticism to me.

Jacob Aagaard
Glasgow, October 2013



Bibliography

In my 11 years of studying and collecting material on the French Defence, I have used countless
sources to enrich my files. For many years, I had the bad habit (until recently!) not to reference
the relevant sources in my notes, but in my defence the idea that I would write a book on the
French Defence never crossed my mind! So I am sure the list below, though long, is incomplete.
The sources listed are the main ones I re-checked during the process of writing this book. I feel
lucky that I have in my library these books, articles, DVDs, databases and so on, and I'd like to
thank the authors of each of them for broadening my horizons and help me to better understand
chess and in particular the French Defence.
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[ntroduction
by Jacob Aagaard

Working on this project we set ourselves
some immediate limitations and challenges.
First of all we were aware that this book was
likely to be one of the last in what seems like
an avalanche of books on the French Defence
published in the last few years, with books
by Vitiugov, Watson, Moskalenko, Antic &
Maksimovic and Emanuel Berg. Nikos is the
chief researcher and he analysed everything
he could get his hands on. If for some reason
we have missed something important, please
blame him! But at the same time, if we have
improved on these other projects, know that
he is responsible as well.

The first draft of this book was close to 700
pages, as we had checked virtually every
possibility in every line, but we eventually
managed to whittle the project down to the
present version. For example, we had two
perfectly playable lines against the Advance
Variation, 1.e4 €6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 ¢5 4.c3 Dc6
5.2f3, but ended up relying on the Euwe
System with 5...8d7, as found on page 29.
We were satisfied with Black’s chances after
5..%b6 as well, but eventually we preferred
the more flexible bishop development.

Curiously, the response we found most
challenging actually transposes to the 5...¥b6
line. After 6.2d3 cxd4 7.cxd4 ¥b6 8.0-0
#xd4 White can try to pose problems with
9.2bd2!.
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Black needs to know what he is doing — the
correct response is revealed on page 41.

Obviously White does not have to sacrifice a
pawn, and it is likely that French Defenders
will, from time to time, end up in closed
positions such as the following:
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This position can be found on page 67.
Throughout the book we have endeavoured
to choose lines that rest on a strong positional
foundation with an underlying sense of logic.
In the present case, Black is seeking to keep the
queenside closed while preparing to open the

kingside with ...g5.

The dreaded Exchange Variation occurs after
3.exd5 exd5. We have covered this from two
perspectives, the first catering for those who are
content with equal play in a near-symmetrical
position, and the second for those who are
terrified at the prospect of a dull draw (“Oh
NO!). In the latter case we suggest that Black
goes for: 4.Df3 f6 5.8d3 c5?

— N W A KN

a b c d e
See Chapter 7, beginning on page 124.

Although the first 138 pages of this book deals
with the Advance and Exchange variations,
the majority of games in the French see White
develop the queen’s knight on move 3.

There are those who aspire to a slight
positional advantage with 3.2d2, which is
known as the Tarrasch Variation. The most
incurable repeat offenders of this line are
Adams and Tiviakov, who have won game
after game with it, but recently young players

like Jones, Karjakin and Giri have also taken
the medicine prescribed by Dr Tarrasch
against the French Fever.

Until recently, Black players were trying
anything and everything here, believing that
equality was relatively easy to achieve. Having
helped John Shaw with the analysis for his
forthcoming Playing 1.¢4 books, we no longer
share this opinion. Actually we felt that the
task of solving Black’s problems was just as
great in this line as anywhere else.

After some initial research, we decided to
focus on the classical main line with 3...c5.
Over the years quite a number of variations
have been popular against this line (see
Chapters 8-10) but the principal theoretical
battleground has remained 4.exd5 ¥xd5
5.2gf3 cxd4 6.8c4 Wd6 7.0-0 2f6 8.2b3
Dc6 9.2bxd4 Dxd4 10.Dxd4
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At the moment 10...£¢7 is quite popular,
having been played by Kamsky, Giri and
others, but our analysis did not arm us with
sufficient confidence to recommend it.
analysis that
10...a6! was the only sensible choice (see
Chapter 11). This is the traditional main line,
though recently White has been scoring well
with the sharp 11.8el Wc7 12.We2!, aiming

to exploit his lead in development.

Extensive convinced us



