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Do Insects Think?  

Do insects think?  

 

a recent book  

 

The Psychic Life of Insects  

 

the little winged fellows  

 

be careful not to credit them with intelligence  

 

-

 

to behave in an intelligent manner  

 

they may be only reacting  

 

I would like to confront the Professor  

 

an instance of reasoning power on the part of an 

insect which cannot be explained away in any such 

manner     ,  -
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we kept a female wasp   

 

the Adirondacks   

It was still a young wasp when we got it  

 

 

we could not get it to eat or drink, it was so shy  

 

  became 

a fixture  

 

to work late  

 

to fool round with some gin and other chemicals  
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to trip over a nine of diamonds  

 

to knock over my card catalogue  

 

the names and addresses of all the larvae worth 

knowing in North America  

 

the cards went everywhere  

 

I went sobbing to bed, just as mad as I could be  

 

 

to fly about in circles over the scattered cards  

 

I said half-laughingly to myself  

 

never thinking for one moment that such would be 

the case  

 

And well she might have been  

-  

faithful little insect  
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figuring out for herself that   

 

would make more mess of rearranging them  

 

left them on the floor for me to fix  

 

 

it was too much for her to tackle  

 

discouraged, she went over and lay down in her 

box where she cried herself to sleep  

 

 

 

 

statement  

 

. 

Tell the Truth  

Tell the truth  

 

An impenetrable web of messages, perceptions and 

interpretations  
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You can get lost  

. 

Enough confidence to say what you mean  

 

By no means most recent solution to the problem   

 

Solution to the problem of better communication  

 

Modern communications theory  

 

 

The most revolutionary thing to do is to say the 

truth   

  

  

   

 -

 

 

Diplomatic rhetoric  

 

Talks without saying anything  
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Linguistic farce  

 

Disturbing factor  

 

It disrupts without contributing anything  

 

honest language of children  

 

Misunderstanding  

 

Linguistic helplessness  

 

Non-verbal communication as well as the spoken 

word  

-  

To see oneself as the measure of all reality    

-  

-  

- 

 

Interpretation is foreign to them  

 

Schools, education and university  

 

Overeducated adults  
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Unambiguous communication  

 

They become entangled in their own constructions 

of reality  

 

To busily chop wood  

 

To be particularly sensitive to natural events  

 

the coming winter is likely to be very cold  

 

To drag past  

 

This results in an awful lot of wood being cut   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


