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1. SCHOOLING

1.

Adam: Have you seen the new girl in school?

Frank: No. Who is she?

Adam: I forgot her name.

Frank: Is she from around here?

Adam: No. She was born on some small island near India somewhere
but then she travelled a lot.

Frank: But she speaks English.

Adam: Yes, perfectly. And, more important, she is beautiful!

Frank: How old is she?

Adam: She’s fourteen, I think. She has lovely eyes.

Frank: How do you know so much about her?

Adam: Well, I saw her and I really wanted to get to know her. So when
someone asked her about herself, I listened. She had to come to America
because her father got a job here.

Frank: I should meet her. What’s her name?

Adam: Her name’s Sahru. Will you do me a favour?

Frank: Sure. What is it? You don’t want me to ask her if she’ll go out
on a date with you, do you?

Adam: Well... yes.

Frank: No way. But maybe I should ask her myself!

Training 1

Adam: “Wow! There is a new girl at school! She is fourteen. She
speaks English perfectly. And, what is more important, she is beautiful!
She has lovely eyes. I saw her and I really wanted to get to know her. So
when someone asked her about herself, I listened. That’s why I know so
much about her. Now I want to talk to her. I want her to go on a date with
me. But unfortunately, I’ve told Frank everything about Sahru and asked
him to do me a favour. You know, I am a bit shy and I thought he could
help me and ask Sahru to go out on a date with me. But Frank said he



wouldn’t do that. I am sure he wants to go out with her himself, and he
is so cute! So he’s got more chances, really.”

1. Is there a new boy or a new girl at school? 2. How old is she? 3.
Does she speak English with a strong accent? 4. Is she a pretty girl? 5.
What about her eyes? 6. How do you know so much about her? 7. Why
did you tell Frank about the girl? 8. Why can’t you ask the girl yourself?
9. What did Frank tell you? 10. Why don’t you think he will help you?
11. Why do you regret now that you’ve told him about the girl? 12. Who
has got more chances?

Training 2

Frank: “Adam has just told me there is a new girl at school. You see, I
was sick last week so I stayed at home and couldn’t know about the new
girl. So Adam is telling me the school news. Adam says the girl’s name
is Sahru. He says she comes from some small island near India. I have no
idea where it can be, though. However, she speaks English perfectly, so it
doesn’t really matter. Actually, [ haven’t seen her myself yet. Adam says
she is beautiful and she has lovely eyes. He is so enthusiastic about the
girl that I think it can be true! Adam is a strange guy, though. He wants
me to ask her to go out on a date with him. I know he is my friend but
I won’t do that. I can’t even imagine how I could do that and not look
stupid in her eyes altogether. Besides friends or not, but if she is really
beautiful, I will ask her to go out on a date with me!”

1. What has Adam just told you? 2. Why didn’t you know about the
new girl? 3. What is her name? 4. Where does she come from? 5. Where
is it? 6. Why doesn’t it matter? 7. Have you seen the girl? 8. How do you
know that she is beautiful? 9. What does Adam want you to do? 10. Will
you help him? 11. Why won’t you do that? 12. What do you want to ask
Sahru to do?

SCHOOLING
2.
Alice: Where were you yesterday?

4



Betty: I had a lesson.

Alice: What kind of lesson?

Betty: I'm taking private dancing lessons.

Alice: Dancing lessons! I thought you hated dancing.

Betty: That’s true.

Alice: So why are you taking lessons?

Betty: I want to impress this really cute boy I met. He’s a wonderful
dancer and somebody told me he only likes girls who can dance.

Alice: So what do you do at your lesson?

Betty: We learn different dances — the waltz, the tango, stuff like that.

Alice: How long does your lesson last?

Betty: About an hour, but sometimes we forget to stop because it is
so much fun.

Alice: So now you like dancing?

Betty: No, I still hate it but at least I’'m learning about that boy.

Training 3

Betty: “Yesterday I was busy in the evening because I had a lesson. I
completely forgot that I had promised Alice to phone her. So now I have
to explain everything to her. I’ve told her that I’m taking private dancing
lessons at the moment. Actually, she knows I don’t really like dancing.
I only want to learn to dance beautifully because I like a boy who is a
wonderful dancer. And you can’t go out with a dancer if you can’t dance
at all, can you? Besides, somebody told me Greg only likes girls who
can dance well. Naturally, I want to impress him. A dancing lesson lasts
an hour. But sometimes we forget to stop because it’s so much fun. For
example, yesterday we danced for two hours! We learn different dances
there like the waltz, the tango, stuff like that. I still don’t like dancing.
But Greg is there, too and at least I am learning everything about him!”

1. Where were you yesterday? 2. What had you promised Alice?
3.What kind of private lessons are you taking? 4. Do you like dancing? 5.
Why do you want to learn to dance? 6. What did someone tell you about
Greg? 7. How long does a lesson last? 8. How long did it last yesterday?



9. What do you learn? 10. Do you like dancing now? 11. Why do you
enjoy your classes?

Training 4

Alice: “Yesterday I spent the whole evening trying to talk to Betty
on the phone, but she wasn’t at home. What’s more, she had promised
to phone me and she didn’t. I had so much to tell her! So I asked her
today where she had been. When Betty told me she had a dancing lesson
yesterday, [ was really amazed. The thing is Betty can’t dance at all. In
fact, she hates dancing! But when she added she had met a cute boy, |
understood everything. Betty is ready to do anything for a cute boy! And
it seems this one is really cute. He is a wonderful dancer. Somebody told
Betty that he only liked girls who could dance. So, Betty is taking private
dancing lessons because she wants to be near him! Now I am thinking
about dancing lessons too. Why, I am pretty and I can dance!”

1. Why couldn’t you talk to Betty yesterday? 2. Why did you want
to talk to her so much? 3. Why were you so surprised to hear about her
dancing lessons? 4. Who has Betty met recently? 5. Why is Betty taking
private dancing lessons? 6. Why are you thinking about dancing lessons
now?



2. FAMILY

1.

Jane: Hey! Is it true that your brother is visiting?

Bob: Yes. He will be here tomorrow.

Jane: I want you to introduce him when he arrives. Does he look like
you?

Bob: A little. He’s older than me and bigger, too.

Jane: My sister was here last week.

Bob: Really? I didn’t know that. Why didn’t you introduce me to her?

Jane: Sorry. We were so busy. We went to all the tourist sites and ate
in a lot of nice restaurants.

Bob: Is your sister rich?

Jane: Well, she makes a lot of money. She is a film director.

Bob: She’s older than you, right?

Jane: Yes. She’s twenty-eight years old.

Bob: So is my brother. Maybe we should introduce them to each other.

Jane: I don’t know. It depends if your brother is good enough for my
sister.

Training 1

Jane: “My elder sister is twenty-eight. She is a film director. She is
quite successful, so she makes a lot of money. When she was here last
week, we had a good time together. We went to all the tourist sites and ate
in a lot of expensive restaurants. My friend Bob has an elder brother who
is twenty-eight, too. When Bob heard that my sister was a successful film
director, he wanted me to introduce my sister to his brother. I don’t think
it is a good idea because my sister meets a lot of famous and successful
people in her job. And Bob’s brother isn’t famous.”

1. How old is your elder sister? 2. What does she do? 3. Is she
successful? 4. Does she earn a lot of money? 5. When did you last see
her? 6. Where did you go? 7. Where did you eat? 8. How old is Bob’s



brother? 9. What did Bob want you to do when he heard about your sister?
10. Why don’t you like the idea?

Training 2

Bob: “I have a brother. He is older than me and bigger. He is a very
handsome young man. He is a successful businessman and makes a lot of
money. However, he never tells his new girlfriends what he really does.
He believes that some girls might be very nice to him only because he is
rich. My brother is coming soon and Jane wants me to introduce him to
her. I want Jane to introduce my brother to her elder sister. Her sister is
a film director. Jane says that her sister is pretty, too. I think that it is a
good idea to introduce two successful people to each other. I am sure my
brother will never tell her what he does at their first date. Jane agreed to
introduce my brother to her sister on the condition he didn’t know what
her sister really does, either.”

1. Is your brother older or younger than you? 2. What does he look
like? 3. What does he do? 4. Is he rich? 5. Why doesn’t he ever tell his
new girlfriends what he really does? 6. When is he coming? 7. What does
Jane want you to do? 8. What do you want Jane to do? 9. What does her
elder sister do? 10. What does she look like? 11. Why do you think it is a
good idea to introduce them to each other? 12. What are you sure of? 13.
On what condition did Jane agree to introduce your brother to her sister?

FAMILY

2.

Lisa: I heard you will go to visit your family this weekend.

Alex: Yes, there will be a big family reunion. My family lives all over
the world so we don’t see each other too often.

Lisa: My whole family lives in one town. It is really boring. You must
have an exciting family.

Alex: I guess I do.

Lisa: Who are your favourite people in your family?

Alex: Well, I really love my Uncle Julius. He led a very interesting life.



During the 1960s he was travelling all over the country, meeting
interesting people and doing crazy things. Once he went to jail because
someone paid him to take his place.

Lisa: What do you mean?

Alex: My uncle’s friend had to go to jail for two days. And he didn’t
want to. So he gave my uncle a lot of money to pretend he was the other
man.

Lisa: That’s a great story.

Training 3

Lisa: “My whole family lives in one town. I live in a student dormitory.
My parents live in a semi-detached house in a suburb. My grandparents
live on the other side of town. My aunt lives in the very centre of town.
My uncles, cousins, nephews and nieces live in the same town. We rarely
visit each other and we rarely have big family reunions. Only weddings
and funerals make us come together. I find it really boring. My friend has
a very exciting family. His family lives all over the world so they don’t
see each other too often, either. However, they regularly, once in three
years, have big family reunions. About fifty people come together to see
each other and discuss family matters.”

1. Where does your whole family live? 2. Where do you live? 3. Where
do your parents live? 4. Where do your grandparents live? 5. Where do
your other relatives live? 6. Do you often have big family reunions? 7.
What can make you come together? 8. Who has a very exciting family? 9.
Where does his family live? 10. Do they often have big family reunions?
11. How many people come together to see each other?

Training 4

Alex: “I really love my Uncle Julius. He led a very interesting life.
During the 1960s he was travelling all around the country, meeting
interesting people and doing crazy things. He had all kinds of jobs. He
was a farmer growing tobacco. He built and sold houses. He worked in a
factory. He was a businessman exporting fertilizers. He was an officer in
the army. He even was in prison. He went to jail because someone paid
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him to take his place. My uncle’s friend had to go to jail for two days.
And he didn’t want to. So he gave my uncle a lot of money to pretend
he was the other man. When he came out of prison, he decided to settle
down. He married my Aunt Dolly. They have a big family. It was their
idea to organize big family reunions every three years. This week the
whole family will gather together and I will see my dear Uncle Julius.”

1. Which of your relatives do you really love? 2. What kind of life did
he lead? 3. What was he doing during the 1960s? 4. What kind of jobs
did he have? 5. Why did he go to jail? 6. What did he do when he came
out? 7. Whose idea was it to organize regular family reunions?
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