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IIponor

Bepxymku apepeBbeB THYJIUCH IOJ CUIBHBIM BETPOM
U yrposamomie ckpurean. YépHoe 6e338€31H0e HEOO pac-
yepTUIa MOJHMUSA, HA MTHOBEHUE 03apsd JIeC, B KOTOPOM
IBITAUIUCH YKPBITHCA CJIYKUTEJIbHUIbI JPEBHErO KyJbTa
IPOKJISATBIX OOTOB...

Benbma nspuBanach B pyke J/lectuHa, B pyke, KoTopas
KPEIKO CKuMasa e€ ropso. 3o pra BebMbl BHIPBIBATIOCH
JAbSBOJIBCKOE IMUIIEHNUE, CJIIOHU U KPOBb...

— bamarogapio, — Caiipon oTBecu1 IyTOBCKOM MOKJIOH,
a B cJeJylollee MITHOBEHME CXBAaTWUJI BEJbMY 3a IUIEUH, 3a-
craBiAsa JlectTuHa OTCTYNIUTb, M BIWICSA €A B HIEIO YIJIU-
HUBIIMMUCS KJIBIKAMH, POBHO B TO MECTO, TJi€ OMUJIACh TO-
pAdas BeHa.

I'naza CaiipoHa 3aBoJiOK/Ia Bcenomiomaoias TeMa. Jle-
CTUH cMOTpes B HUX U Bugen besany. JKagnyo. Henacobrit-
Hyto. Ilyraomyro. Bugen noM, KOTOPBIA ITOKUHYJI OJHA-
Kbl XoT4... HeT. He mokunyn. Coexair.

ITo cmyrnomy smuny CalipoHa IONOJI3JU TEMHO-CUHUE
BEHbI, 00Pa30BbIBasl NPUYYUIUBBIN puCyHOK. C KaxIbIM
HOBBIM INIOTKOM KpoBH, CalipoH, GyATO Obl CTAHOBUJICS
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6ospme. CoMTBI Ha 3aKa3 OeJbI KaM30J TpeIlal IO
mBaM, HO CallpoH ymMeso caepKuBaj CyIHOCTD, HE JaBast
JI€MOHY BBIPBATLCS HA CBOOOLY...

BbicocaB BeabMy J0 KaIlid, OH OTOPOCUII €€ MCCYIIEH-
HOE T€JIO, CJIOBHO CTApyIO TPSIKY U, OOJETr4EHHO BBITOX-
HYB, BBITEP OKPOBABJIEHHBII POT GEJIBIM ILTATKOM...

Jlectun nosén HocoM. JKEnThble I1a3a BCIBIXHY/IN CBEYe-
HueM. CeKkyHJia... OH paCTBOPWICA B KJIyOMBIIEMCSI YEPHOM,
I'yCTOM TyMaHe U IIOSABUJICA HA APYroli CTOPOHE oBpara.

[IpITaromascs yrnoja3Tu BebMa OblIa CXBadyeHa 3a HOTY.

— Tamu eé k kapeTte, — paBHOAYNIHO npousHéc Caiipon,
IIEpeIaruBasi TPYNbl «CECTEP» HECYACTHOM, U C JIETKO-
CTBIO IIEPENPBITHYJI OBPAr. — BeIiBIHEM OOBUHEHUS U Ka3-
HUM CO BCEMHU ITOUYECTSIMU.

— Cxkaxenrb, yTo MHKBU3NLNA IOCTapalack? — duier-
MaTUYHO HOMHTepecoBailca JlecTuH, Boysoya 3a coboi
BEJ[bMY, 4 Ta IIUIIEJIA, ChIIUIS PyraTeJIbCTBAMU U IIPOKJIATU-
SIMU, KOTOpbI€, BHPOUYEM, 6€CIIOTIE3HBI.

— Tsapu! Bbl Bce Oynere ropeth B ajckoil besgne! —
Xpurnenaa oHa, a JleCTUH NPOAOKAI MATU TAK, CIOBHO
IIPOUCXO/IAINEE €rO HE KaCAETCH.

— Jla MBI yke... — npoHUYHO ockanuiaca Caiipon. — Jo-
peyd, — U MHOTO3HAYHUTEIbHO JEPHYJ OPOBIMU.

BeabMa ncryraHHO 3aMOJIKIIA.

— Jlec, a He Topa s Tede JKEHUTBCSA? — BJAPYT CIIPOCHII
CaiipoH, MOKOCUBIIUC.

— Ceftuac? — cKyJaomuM TOHOM oTo3Bascs JlecTuH.

—B o6Gospumom OyaymeMm, — TYMaHHO IPOU3HEC
Caiipon.

Jlec morép 106 CcBOOONHOUI PYKOM, cjlerka CKpPUBUB-
IIHC.

— YTOo-TO MHE NOJCKA3bIBAET, YTO 3TO ObLIAa HE IIyTKa
1 HE JOOPBII COBET...
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— BepHo, — ockamicsa CaiipoH.

— A He IOITHU ObI TEOE... CAMOMY )KEHUTbCS?

— ThI KaK ¢ UMIIEPATOPOM Pa3rOBAPUBAECIIL? — HACME-
niBo npousHéc CaiipoH.

Jlec mocmoTpes eMy B IIa3a ¥ XOJO0AHO OTBETIL:

— Tel MHe He nmniepaTop. M g 32 TO60H «IOJINIIAIO».

— Ho xenutbcsa gomxkeH, — ckpusuiaca CalipoH. — Yse-
pAIo Tebs, Tak OyaeT gydme. Mol «BepHbII Néc» HaBOJUT
yXKac Ha JIofieH, 0 Tebe pacCKa3bIBAIOT KYyTKHE UCTOPUU.
OnHa cTpamHee japyroil. /laxke MHe Kak-TO HEYIOTHO ps-
JOM C TOOOU.. — OH JEMOHCTPATHUBHO HepeaEpPHYICS
u npoaosnkua: — M yposens nosepus xurenein Mmnepuo-
Ha K CBOEMY UMIIEPATOPY CTPEMUTEIBHO MAJIAET, HO, €CJIN
TBI KE€HUIIBCS... JIOAU IPUMYT T€Os 32 MPOCTOr0 CMEPT-
Horo. 3a csoero. IlepecTaHyT TPACTHUCH U BBIAYMBIBATD
Ipo Te6s1 HENPaBIOIIOJOOHbIE UCTOPUH.

— He 6oumnibcs, 9To s 6yay CYACTINUB CO CBOEU JKEHOU
U 3axX04y YUTH? — paBHOJyIHO npoTtsanya Jlec. Bexbma yaa-
puIach roJIOBOM O KAMEHb, HO OH HE 3aMETHI...

CaiipoHn ycmexnyJics.

— Jroro He cayuurcs. Cepjile BOJKOIaKa YEPHOE, KaK
cama besnmHa... — ero miaza CHOBAa HaJIWINCh ThbMOI. OHa
3aBopakuBala. MaHWwIa U B TO e BpeMs OTIYIMBaIa. —
Ono He cnoco6HO MO6UTh. Thl, Kak U 5, HUKOIJA He Oy-
Jenrb cyacTIuB. Mbl pokasTeie feTu besngabl, oopeuén-
Hbl€ HA BEYHbIE CTPAJAHUI. ..

— W nocie sroro gymaenib, 3a MEHsA KTO-HUOYJIb HOI-
A€T? — He IPOHUKHYBIINCH, HOUHTEepecoBacs Jlec.

. BeJibMa IIbITAJaCh BbIYEPTUTb B BO3JyX€ 3aKJIAThbE,
HO OHO CPBIBAJIOCH HA KaXJ0M KOUKe.
CaiipoH 3ayMYUBO BO3BEJ B3MIAA B HEOO.
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— ¥YM... a TBI BBIOEPH Ty, KOTOpAasd HAXOAUTCSA B GE3BBI-
XO/HOM IIOJIOKEHUH. Y KOTOPOU BeIOOpa He OyaeT. Jlyame
3aMyXK 3a TeOd, 4eM TO, 4YTO C HEN IIPOU3OUJET.

Jlec BriepBble 32 0JAr0€ BpeMsa HAXMypPUJICH, CO3HABA,
YTO JIEMOH HE IIyTUT.

— 4 He TepIUTIO TOJEN HA CBOEH TEPPUTOPUH, MHE OY-
JI€T CJIOKHO NPUBBIKHYTD Jake K HeHacTodmel xxene. He
rOBOPH yXKe O TeX JHAX, KOT/A ...

— He xonTposupyems ce6s? Korna besgna xouer 3a-
6paThb TeOs1 0OPATHO? — UPOHUYHO Mo cKa3an CalipoH. —
3aTo TBOEU cynpyre He OYAET CKy4YHO, OHa CMOKET CBOU-
MU IVTA3aMU YBUJETb TBapb 13 be3Hbl.

— W3 mac aBoux, ThI OOJbIIEe IIOXOX HA TBapb, —
6ecctpactHO oTo3BaiIca Jlec. EMy no3sossiiocs MHOTOE...
YETo HE NO3BOJIETCA APYTUM.

Huxro He cMeeT mepedyuTb M TPyOUTH HUMIIEPATOPY.
CrnpasepnusBomy, 4ecTHOMY, cuiabHOMY. /L skurteneit m-
nepeoHa oH noutu bor, a c borom Hy;kHO OBITH BEKJIUBBIM
u ocropoxkubeiM. Ho /lectun 3naet npasay. OH ouTu Ta-
Ko xe. OH TOT, KTO HOAUYUINAET CJaeJbl, He JAéT JIOAIM
y3HATBh IIpaBay 06 UMIIEpAaTOpe, U OH CIAEAUT 32 TEM, UTO-
OBl caM uMIIepaToOp He mepectynal 4epty. OH cTopoxke-
BOH HEC JeMOHA...

—IJTO a06COJIOTHO HEBAXXHO, MOM JOpOrou JApyr, —
xsionnys Jleca no mieuy, yemexnyJcsa Caiipon. — Korza so-
JM Y3HAIOT IIPaBJly, OHU OYAyT HA3bIBATh T€Os Yyl OBUINEM,
TBApPbIO... U1 UM OyZeT aOCOMIOTHO ILJIEBATDb, UTO BCE 3TH I'O-
JbI TBI 3alIUIIA] UX TPYCJUBBIE 3aJHHULBI OT TAKUX KaK
3Ta, — 6€3)KAI0CTHO ITHYJI BEIbMY CAIIOTOM B OOK U y/[OBJIE-
TBOPEHHO OCKATHUJICS, KOTAA Ta 3aCTOHAIA OT 60in. — ThI
Oy/lenb Ka3HEHA 3a CBOM Ipexd. 3a TO, YTO JIMIIATa MJa-
JIEHIIeB KM3HU U MNbITAJach BbI3BATh JeMoHa. Jlemon
repes TOOOH U i HOKWKETCA Tede paeM...



I'TABA NEPBAM

B TéMmHBIX, HeIpOHUIAEMBIX IVIa3aX Axmapa ILIecKa-
Jlach 1MoxoThb. HeHacbITHOE kenanue 061aaTh MHOU. YBe-
peHa, MbicieHHO, IToBenurtens BocToka yke mpucBomm
MeHs1 ce6e u nogunHmi. IToxopui. ITocraBur Ha KoIeHN
Y IIPUJIOXKIT IUIETHIO, YTOOBI ObLIA IIOJIACKOBEE.

... 51 IPOCTO UMeJIa HEOCTOPOKHOCTB ITONACTLCS €My Ha
m1asa. [11a yepes muroma/p B HaIly I{BETOYHYIO JIABKY, He-
Cs1 KOP3WHY JYKOBUIL THAIITHTOB U KPOKycoB. [ToBenurenn
IPUBBIK OPATh TO, YTO XOUET, 6€3 pa3ayMHUil 1 KOJIeOAHMI.
Jlnsg Hero He cymecTByeT 3anpeTos. f 3Halo...

baennaa xoxa, cBemible, MOYTHU Il€NeIbHbIE, BOJIOCHI,
rojay6ble miasa... AXMap ¢ IepBOro B3IVIsJa BO3XKeJIal HO-
BYIO MTpymIKy. Jlaxke ceiluac ero BBIAABAIO HETEPIICHUE.
[TasnbLbl, ycesiHHBIE IEPCTHIMU C APArOLeHHBIMU KAMHS-
MU, OTOUBAJIN IO CTOJIy HEPOBHYIO 6apabaHHYIO JpOOb.

— 9TOro Majo? — JICHUBO IIOUHTEPECOBAJICS OH, YXKaC-
HO KoBepkKas coBa. CTpaka 3a ero CIIMHOM 3aCThLIA, CJIOB-
HO MpaMOpHBbI€ H3BasiHbs. Kpemnkue, mmpokoruiedue...
CMYIVIyIO OTKPBITYIO MYCKYJIUCTYIO TPYAb II€PETATHUBAIN
PEMHH, Ha KOTOPbIE KPEHIWINCh MeTaTeIbHble HoxU. Ha
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nosice — caby B HOXKHAX, YTO OTJAEJAaHbl KAMHSAMU U Ce-
pedpom.

bpocuna B3misg Ha ropy 30J0TBIX MOHET, pacChIaH-
HBIX 110 CTOJIy X CHOBA IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha CTPAKHUKOB. O11H
13 HUX JiepXKal PyKy Ha PYKOSITH Ca0JIu, CJIOBHO I'OTOBBIN
B JIOOOII MOMEHT BBITAIIUTb €€ M OTCEYb HEIMOKOPHOM
JI€BKE TOJIOBY...

— 4 ne npopaio 104b, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUJ OTEL, CTOS-
muii nepey Iloenurenem, ob6HUMas 3a IUIEYU MOETO
o6para.

HEINPUAZHEHHO IOMOPIIWIACh U IEpPeBea B3IVIAJL
B cropony. He xorena, uro6nr Mtan Bugen sato. OH yxe
BUJIEJT TIOXOXKYIO CUTYAIMIO M OCTPO Ha BCE pearupyer, 60-
JIEBHEHHO, II03TOMY, MbI C OTIIOM HUU€M HE BBIJAIN BOJIHE-
HHE U TPEBOTY, YTO OXBATUIM HAC...

— 3/1eCh CTO 30JI0TBIX, — PACTATUBAA CJOBA, IIPOU3HEC
Axmap. — Jlo6aBmio emé mATbAECAT, U NPUJY 32 JE€BYOH-
KOI uepe3 Tpu JAHA. AXMap He IpPoIiaeT OTKa30B... — J006a-
BUIJI OH, IIOJHUMASICh.

Oren ¢ 6paToM oTCTynMIU Ha mmar, no3posss [losenn-
TEJIIO BBIOPATBHCSA M3-3a HAIETO MAJIEHBKOT'O CTOJA B TEC-
HOI TOCTUHOM.

— YxoauMm, — AXMap noAal 3HaK PyKOU U BbIIIEJI, 3a0U-
pas ¢ co60ii MyCTBIHHBIX BOMHOB, KOTOPBIE BCE 3TO BpeMs
KapayJwiu Hai oM. OCTaBaaTh UX — HET HYK/bl. AXMap
HAaUAET TO, YTO MIIET B JIOOOM, JAX€ CAMOM 3aKOBBIPU-
CTOM ¥ TEMHOM, YTOJIKE MUPA...

— A ynoxy HMrana, — npousHecnaa, OTMEPEB, U B3sIa
6paTa 3a pyKy: OH IIOCJIYIIHO ITOCIEA0BA 32 MHOI Ha BTO-
POU 3TAXK IO U3PANHO CKPUIIALIEH JIECTHUILIE, A 1 YyBCTBO-
BaJIa Ha CBOEH CIIMHE BCTPEBOXKEHHDIN B3IV OTIIA.

—He ocrasnsaii mens, /lex, — THXO HNpou3HEC Opat
y ABEpPE CBOY KOMHATBI.
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— OcraTbcsa ¢ TOOOM HAa HOUBL? — HE IOHSIA I U IIOCMOT-
peJia Ha HETO, B3SIBIINCH 32 OPOH30BYIO PYUKY B BUJIE JIbBA.

— Her. Hascerga, — caepxanno nosropu Mran, Bpax-
JAeO6HO IS HAa ABEPD, OYATO OHA €My UYeM-TO MeIlaa. —
He yxonu ¢ Tem TémubpIM My>kunHOi. He 6pocaii Hac, kak
3TO CJejIajIa MaTh.

— HWTaH... — BBIIOXHYJIA M, IPUTIHYB Opata K cebe,
IOIVIAWJIA €ro IIo rojose. — S obemnialo, 4To caeaaro BCE
BO3MOYKHOE, YTOOBI OCTATHCS...

YnoxuB 6parta u, JOXKAABIINCH ITOKA OH YCHET, CIyCTH-
Jlach Ha BepaH/y, IJie KypuJ OTell, IVIs/g Ha TO, KaK BCXO-
JUT JyHa HaJl HAIIIIM CaJOM.

—IlpocTu... — npomesectena OJTHUMHA T'y0OaMHU U BCTaTA
PAAOM, YIIEPEB JIOKTU B PE3HBIE, IIOKPBITHIE JTAKOM II€PIIIA.

— Thl HEe BUHOBATA, YTO POJUIACH KPACABUIIEH, — IPYCT-
HO YJIBIOHYJICSI OTEI] U 3aTSHYJICS TPYOKOH.

— ThI XOTEJI CKa3aTh, TAKOM NPUBJIEKATEIbHON JUIsI BOC-
TOYHOTO HApO/a, Kak Mamar

Ore1 MOTHYJI C€JOY TOJIOBOA.

— He cpasnusaii. Ona ynuia o cBoeii sose.

— A drto genatb MHe? bexats? Torma... Axmap oTbirpa-
ercs Ha Bac. Eciu yiiném Bce BMecTe — IIYCTBIHHBIE BOUHBI
BCE paBHO HAC HAWAYT, rae 661 Mbl HU ObLIU. M TO, 4TO 3TO
HE UX 3€MJIs... He UMeeT 3HAa4YEeHUs, O TOM, YTO HAC yOuIu,
HUKTO HE y3HAET, — B3/JOXHYJIa ¥ NIOTEPJIa yCTABIINE I1a3a.

Oren; nosepHyJCcS KO MHE, IPUCTAIBHO IIOCMOTPEB,
U IIPOU3HEC.

— O6paTuMcs K UIMIIEPATOPY.

— Yro?! — BockiukHyaa, onemus. Ocekaach U CIEIHO
UK JIATOHD K ry6am. — Tbl cepbé3Ho?

— /la, — yBepenHO KuBHyJ oTell. — Iloka mmneparop He
3HAET O Hamel mpobjeMe, OHA €TO HE KacaeTcs, HO Kak
TOJIBKO Y3HAET, OH O0s3aH 3alIUTUTHh CBOI HAapoA. A 3Ha-
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YUT, HE CMOXKET IPOUTHOPHPOBATh IPOGIEMy, Beab AX-
map — IloBenuTenn 4y:Koli CTpaHbl U HE MOXKET IOKYIIaTh
B MiMniepuone mogen, yrpoxaTh UM.

— Jlymaemn, uMIiepaTop u3-3a KaKON-TO JI€BUYOHKM CTa-
HeT noptuth oTHomeHus ¢ IIpaBurenem Bocroka, ¢ koro-
PBIM TOJIBKO HEJABHO YAAJIOCh 3aKJII0OUUTh MUPHOE COIVIallle-
Hue? OHU Ke celyac HaIaKUBAIOT TOProBble OTHOIIEHMS,
BEJlyT IIEPETOBOPBI... — YCTAJIO ONYyCTWIACh B IVIETEHOE Kpe-
CJI0 U B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3aKyCHJa KOCTSIIKY YKa3aTeJbHOT'O
HaIbIIA.

— He monpo6yem, He y3HaeM, — ITOXKAJ IIJI€YaMH OTEI]. —
¥ Hac BC€ paBHO HET BBIOOPA.

— BepHo... — 3ayMmunBO OTO3BaAIACH 4.

Ho njarn Ha aynneHnuio K uMIepaTopy BCE paBHO CTpalll-
Ho. Kak oH oTpearupyet Ha Hally IpOCbOy 3alIUTUTD? ..

ok ok

Caiipon 10611 yacel Ipuéma rpaxjaa. Emy pocrasis-
JIO HEBEPOSITHOE YAOBOJBCTBUE N300PAKATh YIaCTUE, HC-
IbITBbIBAsA IPU 3TOM OIIyII€HUE €JUHEHMUs CO CBOMM Hapo-
oM. Jlesatp BUJA, YTO OHM NOYTH HA PaBHBIX, YTO OH
TAKOHU K€, KaK OHU — OObIYHBIN YEJI0BEK...

Ho necmoTpsa Ha urpy, koropyio CaiipoH BEJ, OH Bcera
CEpPbE3HO OTHOCUIICS K MMPOChOaM JIIOJIE, MPUCTYIINBAICS
K UX XKano6aM. Beapb moka eMy BepsT, moka Hapoa MMmnepu-
oHa BceM JloBoJieH, CalipoH MOXKET MPOJOJKATD Ty JKM3HD,
KOTOPYIO BBIOpAJ, K KOTOPOH TaK J0JITO CTPEMIICS.

CerosHs JepeBEHCKUI CTapOCTa IPOCUJI MOCTPOUTH
IIEpENpaBy Yepe3 PeKy, KoTopasd OTeIsaIa JePEBHIO OT I'o-
poaa. IlycTs HE6OIBIIOTO, HO B TOPOZE €CTh PBIHOK, KOTO-
PBlii Tak HeoOxoauM AepeBeHckuM. M 1a 3akynku nmpozgo-
BOJIBCTBUS, U JJIs1 TOPTOBJIN.



