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1. OXOTA

BTopy1o HOUb eli He Be3s10. OHa I/1aCTOM JieXKasia Ha TOJI-
CTOM CYKY OCVHBI, BBITSIHYBIIMCD U 3aCTbIB, KAK HEXMBasl.
Ee mymmcThIit Tog60poaoK CJIOBHO MPUPOC K KECTKOMY Jie-
peBy. OHa 6yATO CIMBaNach C OCUHOI, PaCTBOPSISICh B Ty-
CTOM JIeCHOM Mpake. [71a3a ee, XOIOAHBIE U >KeNITble, IPO-
HU3bIBAJIM He TOJIBbKO IVIOTHYIO MIVIY, HO, Ka3aJI0Ch, X CTBO-
JIbl VI KPOHBI IepPEBBEB.

BTopyio HOub OHa HaIMpacHo xkaana fooerun. Teprienu-
BO. He mienoxHyBmmce. HanpspkeHHO BIVISIIBIBASICh B Te-
MEHb.

Jonroe oxkugaHue yTOMIISIET, HO OHO TauT B cebe Hazie-
kaoy. UemM cuiibHel cuUasiuii B 3acage, 4eM OoJbliie OH
yKperuieH COKaMu XXU3HU, TeM OOoJIblile Y HErO BbIIEPsKKU
U TeprieHus. B oxoTe 13 3acabl eCTb KOBapCTBO, HO — MHA-
ye He 1M06eUTh, He 0OMaHYTh BEJIMKYIO CUITy CAMOCOXpa-
HeHMs], BIaJe0LIyI0 KaXXIbIM KMBBIM CylecTBOM. U maske
CWIbHBIe MpucIiocabmuBaioTcst. Kaxkaplii KycT, HaBeC CKaJibl
M TyCThle BETBY MOTYT ObITh MeCTOM 3acafbl. )KU3Hb B jiecy
TI0JIHA ONIaCHOCTe. TeHb BBIITISIAUT TPEBOKHO, 33 IepeBOM
MPSTYeTCS] HeU3BECTHOCTb. ..



JKutenu jieca Bcerga HaCTOPOXKe.

Bosnb1ioii mymmcTbiii 6apcyK BHICYHYJT HOC Ha Bomio. Ha
3apocileM KyCTapHUKOM CKJIOHE He3aMeTeH BbIXO[I U3 HO-
PbI, IIPUKPBITHIN CHETOBBIM KO3bIPHKOM. 1 6apCyK BBICYHYIT
TOJIbKO HOC, OCTOPOYKHO IMPUHIOXAJICS K TYHHOMY 3 MHEMY
necy. Houb 1okasasach emy Teruioin. BoT oH 1 pemmi Bbi-
[JISIHYTh, @ €C/IM He OIacHO, TO U BBIMTU TOTY/ISITh, O/IbI-
11aTh JIECHBIMM 3araxaMu, IOCMOTPETh Ha JajneKkue 3Be3-
IblL. [ToTONTAaThCS HA IYHHOM CHETY.

Slpkas iyHa BbIILIA U3-3a TYYU. [[IMHHbIE TeHU IePEBb-
€B TIOTO0JI3/IM M0 OMyIIKaM. M cHer 3aCBeTWICS USHYTPU.

PbiCh XOpOIIO BUAUT HOUBIO. A JTyHHAsI HOYB [IJIS1 Hee —
CJIOBHO SIPKUI1 COMTHEYHDIN OeHb 151 Hac. Ceiiyac OHa BU-
nena 6apcyka, Buaesa Jaske MaJieHbKYI0 00JIOMaHHYIO BeT-
Ky Ha TOJ CTOPOHE MOJISIHbI — Ha PACCTOSIHUM IeCSITKA XO-
pOIMX MPBIKKOB. A 3ajilieB OHa 3aMeTu/Ia Obl ¥ Ha Kpaio
onyuiku. Ho ¢ mpolioi Houu 3TH JIOMoyXyue BOBCe He I10-
SBJISICh. OOBIYHO OHM PE3BMJINCH B TaKyIO MOPY. A TYyT
CJIOBHO IIpOIaay Kyga-To. YTo Ux UcIryraao?..

B Hebe sspko muranu XonomgHbie (peBpasbCKue 3Be3/Ibl.
JIyHa CJI0BHO Orosnwuiia jiec, ceasia Ipo3payHbiM. B Takue
HOYM CMYTHAsI TpeBOra 3aroi3ajia B ee CJIbHOe CepAle.
Kasanocs, Bech jiec 04yTU/ICS BO BJIAaCTU 3TOI TAMHCTBEH-
HOJ, BCEBUSAILEN JIYHBI.

[TogmaBasich IyHHOMY 30BY, 3aBbLT BOJIK. OH BbLJ, XKaJTy-
sIch Ha cynbOy, Ha rojyon 1 xonoxn. Ho 6bl1a B ero romoce
1 JKeCTKasi yTpo3a, BbI30B, TOTOBHOCTb CXBATUTHCS C JIIOOBIM
COITEpPHMKOM 3a ITPaBo Ha A0OBIUY, 3a ITPaBo KMTh. Elle nBa
copoauya MOATSIHY/IN TTeYaIbHYIO TIeCHb, BKIAAbIBAsI BCIO
TOCKY BOJIUbEI AYLIN B 3TOT BOi. Tak BOT IIoYemy IoIpsi-
TaJIMUCh JIONOyXxue... Pucca Xxopoiuo 3Hana BOJIKOB. 3HaIa
MX CWITY ¥ OeCIIOoIIaJHOCTh. 3HaIa X yM. Boube yriopcTBO
1 6eccrpaie. Ho oHM He yMesTi j1a3aTh I10 iepeBbsiM. U 110-



3TOMY OHa CMOTpeJia Ha HUX KakK ObI 13 ipyroro Mmupa. C jito-
GOITBITCTBOM M HEMHOTO CBbICOKA. HuKorma, oqHako, He 3a-
6bIBast 06 OCTOPOKHOCTHM. 3HajIa Pyicca 1 3Ty BOTYbIO CEMBbIO.
ITpoI107i 3MMOVA, KOTIa OHY ITPUXOIMIV CIOAA, MX OBLJIO IIe-
crepo. Boxkaka 3Banu Boii. 3a CMJIbHBIN, IIPOH3UTEIbHbIN
rosoc. Korma oH 3aTSruBaj CBOO TOJIOAHYIO ITECHI0, COPOAM-
Yl ero HeMeIJIEeHHO OTKJIMKAJIICh, a Y TeX, KTO ObL c1abee
BOJIKOB, JiefileHesn cepatia. Jaxke Pucce — cuibHOM 1 He3a-
BMCMMOJ1 — CTaHOBMJIOCH KaK-TO He 110 cebe...

Korpa pasgasics ronoc Boxkaka, Prcca cpa3dy y3Hasia ero.
Boi1! JleTom aTa ceMbsl yxonwuia [ajaeko, B Kpasl JbOOB
U CKaJl, IJie jieca ObLIM HeBBICOKMMM, a XOJIMbI OOJIbIIIMMU
U e KoueBaji MHOTOUYMC/IeHHbIe CTaZla ojleHel. B cepe-
JIViHe 3MMbI BOJIKM OXOTUJIUCH 3[€Ch, a B caMoe T'OJI0gHOoe
BpeMmsl, B MapTe, yXOOWIM ellle oskHee. Ho ¢ riepBbIM Terl-
JIOM CHOBa BO3BpalllayiCh TyAa. B ToM X0/l0gHOM Kparo,
B HM3MHAX MEX/y COITKaMM, ¥ CO37ajach 3Ta CypoBasi, bec-
roniagHas cemMbsi. Tam BeCHOJ U ITOSIBU/IMCH Ha CBET MOJIO-
Jible BOJIKM, IOABbIBAIOII/E TeIepb MOTyUYeMYy BOXKAKY.

BenyimBasich B IepesinBbl BOTUYbMX T0JIOCOB, Pyicca co-
BCeM I0Tepsiyia HaJleXXay Ha OXOTHUYbIO yaauy. I BoApyr Ha
JIPyrOM KOHII€ TTOJISTHBI T0Ka3aJsICs 3as1Ll. BBIrTHaHHBI TpU-
O/1VDKeHMeM BOJIKOB 13 CBOEro YOeXKMIla, OH CTPEMUTEIbHO
HeCcs T10 CBeTALeCs IYHHOM TPoIie, MeJIbKaJI MeXay Je-
peBbsIMU, OBICTPO IPUOIVIKAsCh K Puicce, 3amepiieit Haf
TPOTIO.

A3apT OXOTbI CKajl ee B XKeCTKYIO MPY>KUHY. [laxke KOH-
YK KOPOTKOTO XBOCTA TpeIleTaj, OyATO COTKAaHHbIN U3
HepBOB. Korma 10 npbhKKa 0CTaBaja0Ch HECKOJIBKO MTHOBE-
HMIA, OHA BAPYT yBUIea ux. BonkoB 6bu10 miectepo. OHM
6exkayi OIVH 3a IPYyTUM, 6eXXaiu GbICTPO, 3aXBauyeHHbIe
asapToM ITorouu. KoneuHo, 3asi; — He go6ObIva 17151 TOJION -
HOI ctam. Ho BOJIK eCTh BOJIK: TIOKA TOJIOMleH, OH OymeT



THATHCS 3a JIIOOBIM 3BepbkoM. OcToposkHas Pucca Ha MrHO-
BeHMe 3aMellKa/Iach, HO TOJIOM, JOJITOe OXKMUIAHMeE U, HaKO-
Hell, pa3fipaskeHNe, UTO Y Hee XOTSIT OTOOpaTh ee JOoObIuY,
rmobemy. Y oHa nipeirHyina. U crpax, u 37100y Ha BOJIKOB,
1 000CTpeHHOEe YYBCTBO OMACHOCTM — BCE BJIOXKMJIA OHA
B 3TOT MOJIHMEHOCHBIV IIPbDKOK. BeJisk maske He ycIie mo-
YYBCTBOBATb CBOIO I'MbeJib... C 10ObIUEli B 3y0aX PhICh B IBa
MpbIKKA B3jIeTe/Ia Ha coceIHee AepeBo oI, HOCOM Y I'oJIofI-
HbBIX BOJIKOB.

Cepble Tak 06031MUIUCh, OYATO PICh TepexBaTuia y HUX
He 3aii11a, a 10csi. OHM CKaJIMINCh, OHM KJIOKOTAJIN OT SIPO-
CTU, OHU 3aKPYKUJIUCDH IO, J€PEBOM.

Iepska B 3ybax 3aiiiia, Pucca Habmogama 3a BOJIKAMM.
HeMHoOro BbDKIAB, HaUasa eCTh. O6/IM3bIBASICh U ITOLISIbI-
Basi BHI3, OHA B/, KAKMM OTHEM rOpejIu 3TH IIeCTh I1ap
m1a3. HeHaBUCThIO CBeTU/INCH 3TU I71a3a. Y 3aBUCTHIO.

3To 6blIa BOBCE He UX I00bIUa — PhICh He yKpaa you-
TOro MMy 3Bepsi. Ho Hazmesxxabl oToOpaTh y Hee YKMH He
ObUIO HMUKAKOI. V1 BOJIKYM 3aBUO0OBAJIN.

Iaxke TIpu BUie opjia, Tep3aroIlero J00bIuy Iae-To Ha
CKaJie, Ha HeJOCTYIHOM BbICOTEe, BOJIKM BCEraa pasjpa-
skaroTcs. Kak 6yaTo HMKTO, KpOMe HUX, He MMeeT IpaBa
Ha JOObIUY.

Ceityac oHM 6bUTM ToOAHBI. HO BOJKM yMHbBIE 3BEPH.
U1 onu yuum. Yiumm, MoHuMast 6eCCMbICIEHHOCTh OKMIA-
Hus1. Mojga, 1Iero4YKoii, cien B ceq,...

CosHeuHbI NeHb CTOSUT Haf, JiecoM. Pe3K0 KpukKHyia
corika. IlepenuBanuce ronoca cHerupeii v cuHui. Ho Pucca
He BUJIesia UCKPSIIEerocs cHera. JIHeM OHa ITPUBbBIK/IA CIIaTh.
B cBoeli yIOTHOI TTeliepe ¢ y3KMM BXOJ0M OHa YyBCTBOBA-
J1a ce6s1 criokoiiHo. Cnagkas IpeMoTa OTsDKeIsiia eii BeKM.



CKBO3b IPEMOTY OHa XOPOIIO CJIbIIIAJIA BCE, YTO ITPOVCXO-
IIAJTIO BOKPYT.

CKa/IMCThIN XOJIM, BO3BBILIAKOILMIACS HA, JIeCOM, MMeJl
YCTYTI, KOTOPBbIIA, YITYOISISICh B CKaJTy, 00pa30BbIBaJI Mellle-
Py, HETTyOOKYI0, HO JOCTaTOYHYIO JIJISI TOTO, UTOOBI B HEll
MOTIJIM CIIPSITAThCS MSITh TAaKUX 3Bepeit, Kak Pucca.

I[Tpu BbIXO/IE 13 JIOTOBA Pycca ocMaTpyuBajia OKpeCTHO-
CTH, 3aMeuasi Majeiiliee IBMKeHME TaKe TaJIeKO BHU3Y.
MecTo 6b110 yIOOHOE, YKPHIBAIO OT HEITOTOIbI, CO31aBaIo
TTOUTM He3HaKOMoOe Pricce uyBcTBO nokost. OHa ipeMaJia Ha
CyXO#1 TpaBe M Ha MSITKMUX OCTATKaX LIKYP IOMMaHHbIX €10
3Bepeit. OHa JIoOwIa roaArpe6aTh Mo ce6st JTarioi ST IIKY-
pbl. OHM HATIOMMHAJIM €if HOUM OXOTbI, BKYCHO MaxX/Iu yIa-
yeii, MPUSITHO IIeKoYa HO3JIpY YyKe ¢JIaObIM, XOPOIIO 3Ha-
KOMBbIM 3a11axoM J100brum. Ho v 6e3 apoMaTHO# TpaBbl Puc-
ca Toxke He Moria. OHa IMyYKaMy CpbIBajia ee HeloJaIeKy
OT TIellephl, TPMHOCHUIIA B JIOTOBO, He criela keBasia. OHa
3HaJIa BKYC TPaB. A BbIChIXasl, TDABMHKM €Ille CUTbHE TTax-
JIV IypMaHHbIM, TOPbKOBATBIM TyXOM MIOJISI B CAMYIO JIeTIsI-
HYIO ¥ METEeJIbHYIO TTOpY.

3a ITOporoM JIOroBa CBepKaJ IeHb, a 30eCh ObLJIO TTOUTH
TeMHO. Jlaxke TTPOH3UTeIbHbIE 3BYKM [THS AOJTETaIN CIOJa
TIPUTTYIIIEHHO ¥, HAThIKASICh HAa YepHbIe CBOJbI IMeIlephl,
rioxau u ymupann. CJIOBHO cama HOUb ITpUTaniach 37ech,
B XOJIOIHO IITyOMHE CKaJIbl, ¥, MEPIIAst PhICMMM IJIa3aMMU,
[aa CBOero yaca.

Cymepku 3actanu Puccy yske Ha Horax. OHa MSITKO CTy-
rajia I0 KaMeHHOMY KapHM3Yy CKaJibl, TPOH3asl JKeCTKUM
B3IVISIAOM CryILIABIIYIOCS M. [Ipomia mo KaMeHUCTOon
TpOIIe 10 3apOciieii, CITyCTWIaCh B Yallly, OCTOPOSKHO JIBU-
rasicb MEKy J€PEBbSIMIA.

U Bapyr Pucca moyyBcTBOBajIa Ybe-TO OBICTPOE ITPUOIII-
skeHMe. XOTsI 3BYK JIETUT ObICTPee CaMbIX ObICTPBIX JIECHBIX



SKUTEJIe, OHA, IIOXKATYIi, UMEHHO IT0YYBCTBOBAJIA, a HE YCIIbI-
11aJ1a 3TO MpUobMsKeHue. Yl oHsIIa, 9TO 3TO IIe-TO HaBepXy,
Ha JlepeBbsiX. B oqHO MrHOBeHMe Pricca B3jeTesna Ha TOJICTYIO
HAKJIOHHYIO COCHY, TY/Ia, [Ie MOKHO ObLIO ITepeXBaTUTD JI0-
ObIuy.

OHM BO3HUKIIU BCe-TaKM HEOXKUIOAHHO, XOTs Pucca Ha-
MIPSIKEHHO sKpaa. Briepemu, cnacasich, OelieHo Hecaach
6eJ1ka, y’kac HeMMHYeMOJi I'MOesIu YCKOPSLT ee CTPEMUTETb-
HbI€ NMPBDKKU. M, HacTuras ee, CJiefOM JIETKO MUIach Ky-
HUIIA, TOYHO PACCUUTHIBASI KaXKIbIVi 6POCOK C IepeBa Ha Jie-
peBo.

Pucca ToTyac ocTaHOBMIIA BRIOOD Ha JOOBIUE TIOKPYITHEE.
[IporycTuB 6€JIKy, OHa Pe3KO CIIPYKMHMUIIA U, BBITIHYB-
IIMCh, 3aBUC/IA B AJIMHHOM MPbDKKe. OHA XOTejia CXBaTUTh
KYHUIIY Ha JIETY MJIM XOTsI ObI cOMUTH ee ytamnoii. Ho 6bicTpast
KyHMIIa BOBpeMsI 3aMeTi/Ia OITaCHOCTb. Y>Ke B TT0JIeTe Pe3KO
BUJIbHYJIA XBOCTOM M MpoJieTesia YyTh IpaBee. ITOTO OKa-
3aJ10Ch JOCTATOYHO — PbICh TPOMAaXHY/IaCh.

He Bcerma npuxoaut ygada Ha oxoTe. Ppich yacTo ocra-
eTCsl HU C YeM — U TI0cjie ImpeceoBaHMs, 1 TTocjie Hama-
noeHus 13 3acaabl. HUKTO He XoueT CTaHOBUTHCS TOObIUEIA.
Ho B MOMeHT, npeuiecTBYOIMIA HAlaLeHUI0, OHA YXKe
CJIOBHO OBl YYBCTBYET B 3y0ax CBOIO JKEpPTBY, OILIYIIIAET ee
BKYyC, 3aItaX ee KpoBuU. M Korma HeOXMIAHHO H0ObIYa
YCKOJIb3aeT, Pucca Kaskaplli pa3 UCIbIThIBAET HEJOYMEHHE.
Vousnenne. Kak ke tak? Ee mo6srua — yiuia. Ee yskua —
BIIpYT y6exkaJt 1o BepiiHaM coceH. 1 Pucca penko rpecie-
IyeT YCKOJIb3HYBIIYIO JOOBIUY...

BOTKHYBIIINCH B CyTp0o6 BCeMM YeThIPbMSI JIallaMu, pac-
TePSIHHO, KaK-TO JIaXke CMYILIEHHO, CMOTpesia Pucca Baiep,
ymeniiei KyHuile. OHa ciblaga 1 6eKy, KoTopas yoe-
raja B IIPOTUBOIIOJIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY, HEBOJIbHO CITaCEeHHAast
PBICBIO OT rMOeN.

10



