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YACTD IIEPBAA

...B xabuHere HacTama THINMHA, Ta MyYUTENbHAs, TOCKINBAs THIIMHA, KOTOPas
BCET/ia CIIeyeT 3a KAKUM-HHOYIb TKEIBIM OObSCHEHUEM.

Myk U >keHa IPOAOJIKAIM €Ile CUAETh, 10-BUIUMOMY, CHOKOIIHO, 1 B KOMHATe
CJIBIIIANIOCH TOJIBKO HEpBHOE AbIxaHHe Mapbsu CepreeBHbl.

Hrak, Bce KOHYCHO!

Bce, uem XMIH CTOJIBKO JIET, K Y€MY NPUBBIKIIN 33 3TH JAOJTHE TOMIBI, YTO KOTAA-TO
TFOOMIH. ...

B pykax y Mapeu CepreeBHBI ObII TOHKHI KPYKEBHOW IUIATOK, M OHa HEPBHO
TepeOuiIa U pBaja ero Kpy>keBa I0X0JI0eBIIMMH HalbLaMH.

OcTaBanoch TONBKO yiTH. .. Ho moueMy-To UMEHHO B 3Ty MUHYTY €l ObLIO Tsxe-
JI0 3TO cHeJaTh, U OHA IPOAOIIKaa OeCLeIbHO CHIETh Ha HU3KOM TypelKoi OTTOMaH-
K€, Ha KOTOPYIO OIYCTHJIACh, BOMIA K MYyXY JUIS TOTO, YTOOBI IIEPErOBOPHUTH C HUM B
MOCIEeTHUH pa3.

U BOT OHM IIEpErOBOPHIIH.

U xak npocTo Bce BBIILIO, FOPa3/0 Jierdye, HexKeIu OHa OXKUAaa. ..

Mapbsa CepreeBHa ycTano OTBeNla IVIa3a OT JOTOPAaBIIEr0 KaMUHA U HCKOCA
B3IVIHYJIA HA MY’Xa.

OH cuzen 3a CBOMM MMCHMEHHBIM CTOJIOM C TAKHM k€ 6€CCTPACTHBIM U XOJIOJHBIM
JIMIIOM, KaK ¥ Bceraa... MaccuBHast OpOH30Bast JIaMIIa O] 3€I€HBIM abaXKypoM, SpKo
ocBemias CTOJI U pa3dpocaHHble Ha HEM OyMaru, OCBeIIaia ero JIMIO KaKUM-TO 3eJIe-
HOBATBIM CBETOM, IIPHJABaBIIUM €My €Il OOJBIIYI0 OIETHOCTb.

Mapbs CepreeBHa NBITIMBO B3IISHY/A B 3TO JIMLIO, TOYHO JKeJlasi IPOYECTh B HEM
YTO-TO, HO HE MPOYJIa HUYETO.

Jaxce rma3a, OmyIIeHHbIE BHAU3, Ha OyMard, HUUero He BBIAABAJIH; TOINBKO TOHKAs
pyKa ero, Ipko OCBEIIEeHHAs JIAMIOH, KaK-TO CYIOPOXKHO OapabaHHIIa 1o CTOILY.

W Mapsbs CepreeBHa MalllMHAIIBHO Pa3IiIAbIBalla TaK XOPOLIO 3HAKOMYIO €i pyKY,
Ha KOTOPOIl B 3Ty MUHYTY OHa C HEOOBIYAallHOIO SICHOCTBIO BHJIENA KAXKAYIO JKUIIKY,
MOPUIMHY U JJaJKe TYCTYI0 TeHb TEMHBIX BOJIOC, YXOJHUBIIYIO B ITy0b pyKaBa U CTaHO-
BUBILYIOCS K JIOKTIO BCE TEMHEE. A THIIMHA U TOYHO BBIHYXXJCHHOE, BEDKHUIAIOLIEE
MOJIYaHHE CTAHOBHJIMCH BCE TATOCTHEE.

Oma ewie pa3 BCKUHYIA [V1a3a HAa My»Ka M HETepIIeIUBO NepeliepHya miedamu. Ee
BCEI/a cepAria HEBO3MOXKHOCTh U HEYMEHHE Pa3rabIBaTh IyLly CBOEIO MysKa I10 €ro
JIULLY.

Haxonen, 1eHHBO, TOYHO Jenast Haj cO00H ycunue, OHa IPUIIOAHSIIACE C OTTOMAH-
KU U ITyOOKO B3JIOXHYIA, HE TO OT YCTAJIOCTH, HE TO OT HEBOJIBHOM I'PYCTH, M TOCKIIH-
BO OKHHYJIA B3IVIAIOM BeCh KaOMHET, Kak ObI TPOIIasich C HUM, KaK ObI HEBOJIBHO KaJles,
4TO OBITa B HEM B IIOCIEIHMI pa3, M BAPYT ee INa3a BCTPETWINCH C IPYTHMH, CMOT-
PEBLIMMHU IPSIMO HAa HEE CO CTEHBI KaOMHETa U3 30/104EHON paMbl.

Mapbs CepreeBHa pa3oM B3JIpOrHYJIa, CXBaTUBIINCH PYKOH 3a CepALe.

Bort oHo, T0, 4TO emie He 00roBOpeHO Mexxay HUMHU. Mapbs CepreeBHa He XoTena
CETONHS KacaThCsl ATOTO MIPEIMETA, TO-KEHCKH OTKIIaAbIBas CaMOe TSDKKOE 10 APYTo-
TO, XOTs OBI M HEMPOJOIDKUTETEHOTO BpeMeHH. Ho Temeps oHa modyBCTBOBAIA, UTO HE
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B CUJIaX TAHYTb OTY IBITKY...

My>k, IOTHSIB TOJIOBY, B3DJISIHYJI B Ty CTOPOHY, Ky/ia IJIsSIeNIa OHa, U €€ YXKac TOYHO
OTpa3WiICs U HA HEM; MOJT4a, C KAKUM-TO OOJIE3HEHHBIM BBIPAXEHHEM, CMOTPEN OH
BMECTE C JKESHOIO Ha YJIBIOABIIYIOCS MM M3 PaMBbl IETCKYIO TOJIOBKY.

KpyrneHpkoe THIHKO ¢ 00CTPHKEHHBIMH MO-PYCCKH TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH TLTYTO-
BaTo ym,lGanom, UM, TOYHO IIOACMCHBAsACh HAaJl HUMU.

— Harama! — nporosopuna HakoHent Mapbst CepreeBHa 4yTh CIBIIIHO, C BUIUMBIM
CIa3MOM B TOpJIE. ..

[TaBexn IleTpoBuY OTBEN IMIa3a OT HOPTPETa JOYEPH U €Ile YIPIoMee OITyCTHII Io-
noBy. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ Ha ce0Oe B3IISL JKEHEL.

OHa misiena Ha Hero Mojiua, CripalinBas ero OJHMMHU IT1a3aMu, U, He TOBOPS cama
HH CJIOBA, Ka3aJioCh, TpeOOBaia ero oTBeTa.

Konueno?! Eiie HECKOIBKO CEKyH/] TOMY Ha3aJ1 OHa C 00JIEr4eHHOI0 YO Ayma-
J1a, 9TO BCE YK€ KOHYEHO, BCe BRIICHEHO! J]a pa3Be BBISICHEHO XOTb YTO-HHUOYIIb, KOTIa
HE BBIICHEHO caMo€ IITaBHOE, CaMO€ MydJHTeNIbHOE? !

A ecnu oH He otnact eif Haramry!

Bce mpaBa, u 3aKOHHbBIC, 1 HPaBCTBEHHbIC, HA €r0 CTOPOHE, HO OHA C CaMOro
POKICHHS CBOEH IEBOYKHM MPHUBBIKIIA CYMTATH €€ CBOCIO HEOTHEMIIEMOIO COOCTBEHHO-
CThI0, CBOMM TEJIOM, CBOCIO AYILOH, TAKAM MOTYYHUM JOMOJHEHHEM €€ COOCTBEHHO-
TO «sD», 6€3 KOTOPOTO HEMBICIMMO CYIIECTBOBAaHUE €€ CaMOM.

U BOT Ha 3TO CYIIECTBO, Ha ITOTO «ee» peOCHKA APYTOil YeNOBEK, KOTOPBIA OTHBIHE
JieTiaJics e COBEPILICHHO Yy)KHM U IOCTOPOHHUM, HMEET OIMHAKOBOE IpaBo ¢ Hero! 1
naxe 6onbiee! OHa, j)KeHa ero, OpocaeT ero Tenephb, MoCie MATHAIIATH JIET COBMECT-
HOM JKM3HH, YXOJHUT OT HEro, MOTOMY YTO MOJO0MIA IPYroro YeloBeKa. 3HAYHUT, B
I71a3axX CBETa U Iepel ee COOCTBEHHOIO COBECTHIO, IIPaB MY)K, a HE OHA, H, CIICIOBa-
TEJIFHO, BCE TIpaBa Ha JI0Yb OCTAIOTCS 32 HUM M OTHHMAIOTCA Y Hee.

OHa Kperko IprvKaiia XoJIOoAHbIE KaK JIe KU K CBOEH rpyIu, TOYHO HHCTHHKTHB-
HO XOTeJIa OCTAaHOBUTH OOJIE3HEHHO-YYAIllCHHBIE YAaphl CEP/LIa.

«Heyxenu on orHuMeT? Heyxxenu oTHUMET?» — CTy4alo y Hee B TOJI0Be.

Mapbs CepreeBHa 0ecCHIBHO OILyCTHIIACh Ha CTYIL.

Boxe moit, Boxke Moii, HO 0 YeM e OoHa jJymaia panblie? Bee Bpemst oHa nenana
BBIOOp MEXKIy MYyXXEM M TeM, KOTro JIF0OWIIa, — M TOJNBKO TENeph B MEPBBIA pa3 ei
MPHUIIUIO B TOJIOBY, YTO, MOKET OBITh, BEIOOD IPHIETCS CAETATh HE MKy HETFOOMMBIM
MYKEM U OOrOTBOPUMBIM YEIIOBEKOM, & MEXKAY €€ COOCTBEHHBIM PEOSHKOM U 3THM
YeJI0BEKOM !

BriisiapIBasich B JIMI0 MYy’Ka, OHA 4yBCTBOBAJIa CKOPEEe HHCTHHKTOM, HEXKEITH CO3Ha-
HHUEM, 4TO OH HE YCTYNHUT € J04b JIETKO U 0e3 O0pbObI, U, TOCKJIMBO JIOMast PyKH, HE
CBOZIMJIA C HETO IJIa3.

— ITaBen IleTpoBud... HE OTHUMANTE. ..

CroBa My TaJKCh U 3aCTPEBAJIH Y HEE B TOpJIe, €if BAPYT CTANIO CTPAIIHO BHITOBOPHUTH
BCIO (hpasy: YTo, €CIIH OH OTBETHUT «HET»!

U ¢ stum «Her» OynmeT yOMTO Bce, BBIYEPKHETCS camas Joporas ed cTpaHuIa
sku3Hu! O, ObITh He MoXxeT! OH 100p, OHA FTOTOBA YMOJISATh, YHH)KATHCS MEPel HUM, HO
OHA He BEIH/IET U3 3TOTO JI0Ma, TI0Ka OH He ycTynHuT eif Haramy.

Mapbs CepreeBHa BOPYT € CyIOPOXKHBIM PhIIAHUEM BCKOYMIIA CO CTyJa U Opocu-
Jach Mepej My»eM Ha KOJICHH.

— Orpaiite, oTHaliTe €€ MHE. .. paJy MPOILIOro, oTaaiTe!..
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OHa cTpacTHO JIOBIJIA €TO PYKH U NPHKUMAIIACh K HUM 3QJIUTHIM CII€3aMHU JIMLIOM.
ITaBen IleTpoBud pacTepstHHO U CKOH(Y)KCHHO BCKOUYHJI CO CBOETO Kpecia U cTapajcs
HOJHATH €€, HO OHa HE BCTAaBaJla, BIMBAsACh B HETO IVIa3aMH U OBTOPSs TONbKO: «OT-
JTaiiTe, OTIANTE.

— Panu bora, Mapbs CepreeBHa. .. Beransre... K yemy 370, BcTansTe xe.

Ero HepBbl ObLIM yXe pacllaTaHbl IOCICIHUMH JHSAMH, OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO €€
UCTEPUUECKUH MIPUMATOK 3apaxal U ero. YTo-To QyIIUIIo €ro, U OH, C HEIPUBBIYHOIO
eMy 3710001, BEIpBAJICA OT Hee M HACHIIBHO MOAHSII €€ C KOJICH.

— Cappre! — KOpOTKO IpUKa3aJl OH.

Mapsbs CepreeBHa, pblias, IOBUHOBAJIach €My H, YPOHHB TOJIOBY Ha CTOJ, CY[O-
POXKHO BCXJIMIIBbIBAJIA U B3Aparusaia BceM TesioM. [lasen IlerpoBrud HEPBHOO, TOUHO
Pa30UTO0 MOXOIKOM OTOIIEI OT CTOJIA U MPOLIENCS HECKOJIBKO pa3 110 KaOUHETY, Uc-
KOCa yrpIOMO B3IVISLbIBAs TO HA XKEHY, TO Ha MOPTPET AOUEPH.

Hakomner, B3l0XHyB BCEIO IPyABIO M TOYHO MOYYBCTBOBAB OOJIETYEHHE, OH CHOBA
nojoLes K CTONy ¥ HaJWjI cTakaH Boisl. Ero pyka emie n1poxana, HO JIMLO YKE OIATh
IPUHAIO CIOKOMHOE, 6eccTpacTHOE BeIpaxkeHHe. OH IOJall CTaKaH JKEHE.

OmHa cierka IpUIOJHIIA TOJIOBY M OTXJICOHYNA HECKOJIBKO IIOTKOB. Prinanus ee
3aTUXalH, U OHAa MEAJIEHHO yCIIOKaUBaIach.

[TaBexn IleTpoBud omATh THXO 3amIaraji o KAOMHETY U, TOJOXKAAB, TIOKA BCXJIHIIBI-
BaHUs KEHBI COBCEM 3aTUXJIM, OAOLIET K HEH C CEPbE3HBIM U CTPOTMM JIMLIOM.

— MoskeTe BbI MEHS TeNeph BbICIYILATh?

B ero Bcerna poBHOM rojoce cibllanach Jerkas apoxs. Mapbs CepreeBHa Monda
KUBHYJIa €My TOJIOBOM ¢ TeM MyTHBIM, 0€3 BCAKOIO BBIPaXXEHMS, B3NIAI0M, KOTOPBIi
BCET/ja NOSIBISIETCA IIOCIIC UCTEPUKH, U O€CCO3HATENbHO KOMKaIa CBOI MOKPBIH OT clie3
HOCOBOH ILIIATOK.

Iaen IlerpoBnd, BUANMO, CTapaBIIMHCS OBITh CAEP)KaHHBIM, Havall JOBOIHHO
TPOMKO U BHATHO:

— To, 0 yeM BHI ceifyac MPOCUIHU, HACTOJIBKO CEPHE3HO, YTO PELIUTH BOIIPOC Cpaszy
HEBO3MOXHO. SI OBbUI Tak CIIEIl, — OH TOPbKO YCMEXHYIICS, — TaK MaJIO OXKUJAIl 4ero-
HUOynp mogo6Horo! Ho... Ho...

OH TpsIXHYJI TOJIOBO# ¥ TIPOBEJ CBOCIO TOHKOM KPACHBOM PYKO# 110 BEICOKOMY JIOY,
Ha KOTOPOM IIOMUHYTHO BBICTYIIAJIM MEJIKHE KaIlId XOJIOAHOTO 110Ta, YTO CIIy4aloch
C HUM TOJILKO B MUHYTHI CAMOI'0 CHJIBHOTO BOJIHEHHUS.

— Ho peus He 060 MHe 1 Jaxe He 0 Bac... C 95THUMHM BOIpOCaMy IIOKOHUYEHO. S yxe
CKa3al BaM, YTO Bbl CBOOOIHBI U YTO s HE CUMTAIO ceOsl BIpaBe IOCIraTh Ha Bally
cBoOoay. UTO e KacaeTcst JouepH, TO... 5 0CcTaroCch Tak OAUHOK. ..

OH OCTaHOBWJICSI HA MTHOBEHHE, U B €TO TOJIOCE OIATh YTO-TO APOTHYI0. Maphs
CepreeBHa HEBOJIBHO MOAHSIA Ha Hero r1asa... OHa dyBcTBOBana cebst OECKOHETHO
BHHOBATOIO NIepe HUM, U B yIie eif 6pu10 NryOoko xais ero. Ho oH kak Gy1To moHsII
ee COXaJIeHUE U, He Jkellasl ero, NepecHmI cels, 3arOBOPUB Cllerka HaJMEHHBIM U
Jlaxke 37I00HBIM T0JIOCOM, TOYHO 3TUM OH XOTeJI CIIPATaTh OT Hee CBOIO AYILY U CBOU
YyBCTBA!

— 51 pa3oM Tepsito U JKEHy, U CEMBIO. .. Bbl He TepsieTe HUYETO — BBI TOJIBKO MEHsE-
Te OJJHOTO Ha JIPYTOT0, CTapoe Ha HOBOE U, K TOMY e, HOBOoe — OoJiee 1oporoe st Bac,
3HAUMT, U JIyqlIee. ..

Mapsbs CepreeBHa czenaina JETKOe ABHKEHUE, TOYHO XOTella IIpepBaTh €ro, HO OH
3aMETUII 3TO U 3aTOBOPUII €1IIe XOJIOAHEE:
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— BbI omath Oyznete mo0uTh U OyneTe MI00MMBL... Y Bac OmATh OyeT U ceMbs, U
CyacThe U Jaxe, OBITh MOJXKET, CIle JETH.

Mapss CepreeBHa B3IpOrHyJia 1 OIyCTHIIA TJ1A3a. ..

— Jla, ¥ 1eTH, — HaCTOMYMBO U KECTKO MPOJOIKAI OH, — 3HAYUT, CyAUTE CaMH, IO
coBeCTH, ubsi ke Haramra mo npaBy? Komy ¢ HbIHEIIHETO JAHS JOJKHO OBITH TshKenee?

OH 0CTaHOBWJICSI HA MHHYTY HallpOTUB HEE U B3IVISIHYJ € IpsAMO B IJ1a3a, Kak Obl
oxuzaas oreeTa. Ho oHa yrproMo MoJr4ana 1 TOJIBKO ellle HHKe OIyCTHIa rojoBy. Torna
OH OTIATH 3alIarai no KaOuHeTy.

— 51 3Haro, 9TO S MMEIO BCE IIpaBa OCTaBUTH ee y cebs. Ho...

Mapbs CepreeBHa palocTHO IMOIHSIA TOJOBY U OBICTPO BCKHHYJA HA HETO BIPYT
3acHUsBIINE IJ1a3a.

— Ho... Harama, k coxaneHuro, He TpexJeTHU peOeHoK, kak TaMm! — 11 oH THXO
B3JI0XHYJI, B3IIIHYB Ha IIOPTPET CMEoIeiics JouepH. — A TOTOMY BPSA JIM MBI IMEEM
MIPaBoO pellarh 3a Hee...

[Masexn [TeTpoBrY OCTaHOBHIICS, TOYHO MEIIHI, OOTYMBIBAs YTO-TO; KEHA, IIOPHI-
BUCTO JbIILIA, CJIErKa Ja)ke INpUBCTaja CO CTyJa, MOJABIIUCH BIEpel, M, TSKEI0
OIepIINCh PYKOH Ha Kpail cToua, IsieNa Ha Hero BHUMATeIbHBIMU IJI1a3aMH. . .

— Haraie ysxe yeTbIpHaLaThIi TOA, Y HEE Y K€ Haual CKJIaJbIBaThCsl CBOM Xapak-
Tep, CBOM JKEJTAHHS, CBOS JKU3Hb, ¥ PAcIOPsDKATHCSA ITOI0 KHU3HBIO, cOOOpaxkas ee
TOJIBKO C HAIIMMHM YyBCTBaMH, OyZeT C HAIlleH CTOPOHBI M HEYECTHO, Aa U OECIIONE3HO.
PaHo 511, mO31HO 71, HAM, BEPOSITHO, MPHUIIUIOCH OBI pacKasiThCs B CBOCH OIIMOKE.

On 3amonyan. Mapes CepreeBHa Bce ellle CTOsUIa B CBOEH HaIpsHKEHHOW Io3e,
POOKO BCIYIIUBAsCH B €T0 CJI0BA, HO HE BIIOJIHE YCBAaUBask UX CMBICIL.

— Hy, uTo xe? — mporosopuiia OHa HaKOHEIl, BU/s, YTO OH HE IPOOJIKAET.

— Jleno B ToM, — I1aBen IleTpoBnd kak OyATO CMyTHICS HEMHOTO, — BUIMTE JIH. ..
S1 He 3Har0, U3BECTHO JIM CH...

On He noroBopui, HoO Mapbs CepreeBHa nossiia ero. B cymnoctu, oHa He 3Hana
U cama, YTO U CKOJIBKO U3BECTHO €€ JIEBOYKE, HO OHA UyBCTBOBAJIA YK€ JaBHO, 10 U3-
MEHHMBILIMMCSI OTHOILEHHSM, 110 OECKOHEYHBIM MEJIOYaM, YTO JJOYb HHCTHHKTUBHO O
MHOT'OM JIOTa/{bIBAE€TCS U IOHMMAET. ..

— To ecTb uT0? — OECCO3HATENBHO CIIPOCHIIA OHA, OTBEYAast 0OJIBIIIE HA CBOM MBICIIH,
YEeM Ha €ro BOIpOC.

[TaBein IlerpoBud HeTepriennBoO NepeepHy iedamu. Heyxenu y Hee HaCTOJIbKO
HET TaKTa, 4TOObI HE 3a/1aBaTh €My TAKOro TspKesoro Bompoca. Uro!.. Kak O6ynto o
MOXXET 3HATh JIy4llle Hee.

— 51 nymato, 4TO OHa MHOTOE TIOHUMAET; KOHEUHO, S He MOIJIa ObITh C HEI0 OTKPO-
BEHHOIO. ...

OHa rokpacHesa U HauaJa OIsATh LIMIIATh KPy>KeBa CBOETO ILIaTKa.

OH npepBai ee:

— 3HaeT OHa, YTO MBI pa3be3KaeMcs?

— 51 Huuero He roBopuiia eif 00 3TOM, HO MHE Ka)KeTCsl, 4TO OHa J0TrajbIBaeTca 00
3TOM.

— Ja? — OH 3a1yM4KBO IOCMOTpEJ Ha MOPTPET Jo4epH. — B TakoM ciydae, oHa
JIOJKHA ATO Y3HATh CETOJH )K€, HaBepHoe, M Toraa. .. M Torna oHa cama penur, ¢ kem
eit ocrarbces... B aTOM zierne ee royioc A0KeH ObITh ITaBHBIM U PELIAIOIIUM, TIOTOMY
4TO OHO OJIFKE BCEX KacaeTcs UMEHHO €e. ..

Mapbsa CepreeBHa U3MY4YEeHHO OIycTHIAach Ha cTyl. OHa He 3Hala, pajoBaTbCs
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PELIEHHIO My)Ka WIM HeT... 3a MOCIeJHee BpeMs MEXIy HEl U 00OXKaBILICK ee
MPEXAC TOUYCPhI0 YCTAHOBUIIMCH KaAKHUE-TO CTPAHHBIC OTHOLICHHWA, U ICBOYKA Ha4ajia
Kak Oy/ITO OXJIaZieBaTh HEMHOTO B CBOEH CTPacTHOH JIFOOBH K MaTepH 1 Ia’Ke TyXKJaTb-
cs ee.

W BTy MUHYTY, KOT/1a BBIOOD JTOJDKEH OBITH ClIeTaH OKOHYATEeNIBHO, 3TH OTHOIIICHHS,
HOJI BIMAHUEM CTpaxa, ka3aauch Mapbe CepreeBHe elie XyIIIUMU, HexXeIu OblIn Ha
camoM gene. OHa uyBCTBOBasa ObI ce0s HAMHOTO 0oJiee CIIOKOMHOIO U CYACTIMBOIO,
ecii OBl MoOI1a, MOMHUMO BCAKOIO y4JacTUs AOYEPHU B 3TOM OCJIEC, POCTO B3ATH U
YBE3TH ee ¢ co0oi.

ITaBexn IlerpoBud nozomIen K CTONY U MO3BOHUIL

Mapsbs CepreeBHa B3pOrsya.

—YTo BBI XOTUTE ZleﬂaT])? — TPEBOXHO CIIPOCHUJIAa OHA.

— Ilocnars 3a Haramueil.

— Kak, ceiigac?!

D10 «ceiyacy, KOTOPBIM PEHIUTCA BCE M OCIIE KOTOPOIO yikKe, 1eHICTBUTEIBHO, BCE
KOHYHTCS, BAPYT OXBATHIIO €€ BCIO TAKHM y>KacOM M TPEBOTOH, UTO OHA FOTOBA ObLIa
YMOJLTh MyXa 00 OTCPOUKE PEIICHUs XOTh Ha HECKOJIBKO elle JHEH.

[oTepsTh, OBITH MOXKET, U MOCIEAHIO Jlaske HAJICKAY ceifuac ke oHa Oblia He B
CHJIax.

Eil BApyr BCIOMHHJIOCH, YTO OHA €IE CETOHS YTPOM clieaja JOYEPH 3a YTO-TO
BBITOBOD, OBITH MOXET, 3T0 paccepauio Haramry, ObITh MOXET, OHa M Tereph ele
cepauTcs Ha Hee... Eif HeBOJIPHO BCIOMHUIINCH INIa3a JA0YEPU, KOTOPBIE C KaXKIbIM
JTHEM TJIsLIeNId Ha Hee Bee xononHee. .. O, ecau Obl BiepeIu ObLI0 XOTh HECKOJIBKO elle
nueit! U ¢ 4nucto xeHckor XUTpocThio Mapes CepreeBHa npuayMbIBalia, Kak 3a 3TH
JTHU e¥ 3a00pUTh I0Yb U BOMTHU C HEll B PEKHUE OTHOLICHHUSI.

Ho ITasen IleTpoBry TOYHO yrajal €e MBICIU M MOHSJ 3TOT MOJIALIMI B3N €€
TIPEKPACHBIX IJ1a3, KOTa-TO TaK JIIOOHMBIX HM.

— Jlyuiie MOKOHYUTH pa3oM.

Bomua ropauyHas ¢ BonpocoM: «4YTo npukakere?»

— ITonpocure crona OapeimHio. CKaxuTe, 4TO 5 MPOLIY ee NPUNTH ceiyac xe.

T'opHnyHas BbIILIA.

Mapsst CepreesHa BAPYT OILTH DITyXO 3apblana 1 6eCCHIIBHO ymaa B KPecio.

II

®ens, mypira HakpaxMaJeHHBIMH F00OKaMH CBOETO PO30BOTO CHTIIEBOTO IUIAThS,
BOIILIA B KOMHATY OapbIIIHY, KOTOPYIO BCE €IIIe, 10 CTapOil MPUBEIYKE, MPOAOIIKAIN
Ha3bIBaTh JETCKOIO.

Bapsbiizs cuiena y cBOEro MajeHbKOrO CTONIMKA, HU3KO HAKIOHUB Haj KHUTOH
CBOIO TEMHO-PYCYIO TOJIOBKY, IPUYECaHHYIO O-THMHA3UYECKH B OJIHY KOCY C YEPHBIM
GaHTOM.

Jlamma cierka ocsemana ee MpoIiIb ¢ COBEPIICHHO TEMH )K€ YepTaMH, 4TO H y
0TIIa, TOJBKO OOJiee TOHKUMH, KEHCKU-CMSTYCHHBIMHU U HE TTOTEPSBIINMH €IIe JeT-
CKOT0, CJIErKa OKPYIJIEHHOI'O KOHTYpa.

— Iloxxanyiite k nmanarue.

Harama ucnyranHo B3ApOrHyia, Kak 4ejloBeK, KOTOPOTro Pa3oM OTOPBaJIU OT 3aHs-
THi.

—Yro?



— K maname noxanyire.

OmHa Bce ellle He COBCEM IPHINIA B ceOs 1, Ka3aaoCch, MaJo TIOHMMaJa, 9To TOBO-
puna eit @enst. CIoBO «k Marnaiiey» yIuBHIIO €e: OH B TAKHE Yachl PEAKO OTPHIBAIl €€
OT 3aHATHI, — IS 3TOTO HAJ0 OBUIO YTO-HUOYNE 0COGEHHOE.

— K maname? — moBropuia oHa ¢ yAMBICHUEM. — 3aueM xe?

DeHsl cilerka yCMEXHyNach Ha BOIPOC OaphllIHU.

— YK 3TOTO He 3HaI0-C, MHE HE CKa3bIBAJIM — IO3BOHMIIN TOJIBKO U BEJICIH II03BATh
Bac.

Haramma mocmorpena B o ®enn. Kakoe-To HesicHoe npeqdyBCTBHE MIEBETMIOCH
B ee IyIIe.

®Denst OMOTYANA C CEKYHIY U BAPYT THXO JOOABUIIA, TOYHO MOSICHSISI 9TUM YTO-TO:

— 1 Gapsbins TaMm.

— Mawma!
Bueszannslit, )xyTKuil Xomox oxBarui Haramry.
— [ImagyT-c... — cOBceM yke TAaMHCTBEHHO mmenHyna DOeHs.

Tenepp Haranra cMyTHO Hadyajia yraiplBaTh YTO-TO TSDKENIOE, CTPAIIHOE.

— Hy xopouo, uau; s ceituac.

Omna nonoxnana, noka MeHs BhIIUIA; €i HE XOTEJI0Ch, YTOObI TOPHUYHAS YTO-HU-
Oyap monsiia no ee ucnyry. Korna aBeps 3a deneit 3arBopuiack, Hararia TpeBoxHO
MOZHSJIACk CO CTYJIA.

«Bot 0HO, HaYaJOCh...»

U 1o iy ee BOPYT pas3imics COBEPIICHHO AETCKHN CTpax, U ed CTPaIIHO 3aX0-
TEJNOCh 3aIl1aKaTh.

— T'ocnony, T'ocriopu! — BApyT 3amenTana oHa, OBICTPO U MOPBIBUCTO KPECTACH
MaJICHBKUM KPCCTHUKOM, BUCCBIIKUM Yy HEC Ha IICC HA TOHEHBKOH 30JIOTOM LCITIOYKE,
COBCEM TaK K€, C TEM K€ TPEBOJKHBIM BBIPRKCHUEM, C KAKHM KpECTHIIachk, ObIBAIO, B
THMHAa3HH BO BPEMsI DK3aMCHOB, KOTIIa €€ «BBI3BIBAIIID).

—Tocnonau, ['ocoau, moMoru MHe, MOMOTH! .. — IIENTaNa OHA, IPHKIUMAsI K TOPTIAM
ry6aM MaJICHbKUH KPECTUK U B3IJIIAbIBAs MOJHBIMU CJIE3 ITla3aMH B YI'OJl KOMHAThI,
i€ HaJl ee IOCTeNbI0 TeIIUIach JaMIIaaKa nepex ukoHoi boxueit Matepu. ..

[Ipoiins yepe3 KOMHATy MaTepy B TOCTHHYIO U OOJBLIYIO 321y, KyZla BHIXOIMI Ka-
OuHer oTua, Hatania Ha MrHOBEHHE OCTaHOBHIIACH TIEPEJ €TO JBEPBIO.

Cep/iie ee CHIIBHO OMIIOCH ¥ OHA CTOSLIA, Y TIIBO MPHCITYIIHBAsICh Y BEPH, 005Ch
Y HE pelIasich cpasy OTBOPHUTH €e.

B kabunete Bce ObLIO TUXO, IO-BUIUMOMY, «OHH» MoJ4ar... BepHo, xknyT ee!

—OTocnoau, I'ocnonu! — OHa nepekpecTHIach B HOCIEAHUN pa3 U Pe3KO OTBOPH-
71a IBEpb.

OTorHyTas TsKeNas mopThepa TUXO 3amypiuana. Mapss CepreeBHa pBaHyIach K
nouepy, Ho [1aen [TeTpoBHY OCTAHOBHII €€ JIETKHM JBIDKCHHEM PYKH.

Harama, Bcst OnenHast, cepbe3HbIM B3MISAI0M OKHHYJIA MaTh M OTLA.

MHa, na, aTo To, 0 YeM OHa Iymaia...

Ha mruoseHue B Ka6I/IHeTC OIISAITh HACTAJIa MYYUTEJIbHAA TUIIMHA, HUKTO HE HAYX-
HaJI IEPBBIi{, TOYHO KaXKbIi O€CCO3HATENBHO CTapajcs OTTSHYTh XOTh Ha MTHOBEHHE
crpamHblii Bonpoc. [1aBen [leTpoBud, ¢ YrprOMBIM JIMIIOM U COTHYBILHCH BCEM KOP-
MyCOM, KaK OyATO CTpallHas TSKECTh JaBUIIa €ro, CUAEN OISITh B CBOEM OOJBIIOM
Kpecye Yy IUCbMEHHOIO CTOJa.

— Bugumib u, Hararra, Mel mo3Basu 1e0sl... — HadaJl OH, HECKOJIbKO 3alUHAsACh U
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He DI/ HU Ha JI0Yb, HU HA XKEHY, — 00CTOSTENILCTBA CKJIA/ABIBAIOTCS TaK, YTO MBI. .. C
Mapneit CepreeBHOM TOKHBL. .. )KUTh IOPO3Hb, — JOTOBOPHJI OH TBEPAO U PE3KO. —
Ts1 3Haems, Haramnra, aTo Mer 06a 1006uM Te0s, 1 HaM OIWHAKOBO TPYAHO PACCTAThCS
¢ T00010, HO... OZIMH U3 HAC IBOMX BCE-TaKH JODKEH C TOOOIO PacCTaThCA. ..

Tonoc ero, HecMOTpsl Ha BUMMBIE YCHIIHS, C€rka Apoxkal U npepbiancs. OH
MEJIbKOM, CTapasick I00OPOTh ceOsl, B3MIAHYI Ha J1oub. OHA CTOsIa BCE TAKKe MOJIYA,
HPUICPKUBAACH PYKOH 3a Kpecio, U TOJIBKO II0 ee IOoONeIHEeBIIeMY JINYUKY TTOKaTH-
JIMCH BAPYT KPYITHBIE CIE3HI.

— Ecnu Ov1 Te6e OBLIO IATH-IIECTH JIET, MBI ObI perin 3To 6e3 Tebs. Ho Tenepn
THI Y’ke He peOCHOK, Y KOTOPOTO NPHBSI3aHHOCTH MOUYTH GecCo3HaTeNbHHL. .. 1 moTo-
MY... Thl JIOJDKHA PELIUTh CaMa, C KEM... C KEM Thl XOU€Illb OCTAThCHL. ..

W oH 3amoigai, 0CTaHOBMB NIPUCTAJIbHBIH B3IVIS HA JOYEPU.

Mapbs CepreeBHa TOXXe BIIHJIACH B HEe JKaHBIMU CTPAJAOIIIMU [Ia3aMH.

Tenepsb OT 3TOM IEBOYKH B KOPOTKOM TMMHA3UYECKOM ILIATHHULIE U YEPHOM IEpel-
HHKE, TOYTH peOeHKa, 3aBHCENa yIacTh ABYX JIFONeH: U KaX bl N3 HHUX KAl C MydH-
TEIBHO TpeBOroi u 060JbI0 — 4TO OHA cKakeT. Ho oHa Monvana, M HE OfiHA CKJIaJIKa
He LIIeBeJINIIach Ha ee IUIaThe; Ka3aloCh, OHa BCS 3aCThUIA, U TOJIBKO I10 e¢ IT00JIeAHeB-
HIeMy U BAPYT TOYHO COCTAPUBIIEMYCS JIUILY IPOROIKAIN OECIIOMOIIHO, T0-AETCKH,
KaTUTbHCS KPYIIHBIE CIIE3bI.

IMpomna mo4TH MHHYTa, My4YHTENbHas W OECKOHEYHAs B 3TOM HANPSKEHHOM
OXKUIaHHU. ..

INaBen IlerpoBud ciibllian 4bU-TO NIYXUE yAAphl CEpILa U MALIMHAIBHO IPUCIY-
HIUBAJICSA K HUM.

HakoHel OH TOYHO ONTOMHHJICS U, BCTPSIXHYB TOJIOBOM, TPOBEIT PyKO# 1O JIOY.

— BrITh MOYkeT, Haramma, — 3aroBopui OH THXO, — ThI IOZAyMAaeIlb ¥ CKayKeIb 3aBTPa,
MOCIIE3aBTPA. .. DTO 3aBUCHUT OT TeOsI, TUTS MOE. ..

Mapss CepreeBHa GnarojapHo B3TISIHYJIa Ha HETo; Iy CTh JIydIlIe eIIe HeCKOIbKO
JIHe! HaJeKAbl, yeM KoHell pazoM. Kaxzplil U3 HUX CO CTpaxoM OXHUJAJ, 4TO J0Yb
BBIOEPET APYroro, U B TO K€ BpeMs B NIyOUHE JyNIM KaXKIOro XUjla HEeBOJIbHAS Ha-
JIe’kK/1a, 4TO JI0Yb OCTAHETCS UMEHHO C HUM.

— Jlyumie momoxaats! — MOBTOPUII Kak-To poOko u HeyBepeHHO I1aBen [TeTpoBuy.

Harama Tixo nokayasna rosoBoi.

OHa Tak MHOTO y)Xe Jymana o0 3ToM, Tak 0OsIach M cTpajaia, OXKHaas STOro
MOMEHTA, YTO B AylIe JaBHO YK€ pelluia, 4To ei JenaTh U ¢ KeM ocTaBarbcs. Ecnu
OHA MOJYasa ¥ MeJUInIa, TO He IIOTOMY, YTO He 3Haja, 4To ei CKa3aTh, a TOIbKO CO-
3HaBas, YTO CBOMM OTBETOM OJHOMY U3 CTPACTHO JIFOOMMBIX €10, CAMBIX JOPOTUX JUIs
Hee CYIIECTB OHA IPUYUHHUT CTOJIBKO TOpSL. ..

«ITonoxnars! O, HeT, HeT, IMycKail Jryyllle Bce KOHYUTCS pa3oM. Bee paBHo...»

OHa pacTepsiHHO U TOCKJIMBO OIJISHYNIACh II0 CTOPOHAM, TOYHO HIIa ceOe B 4eM-TO
HOAJEPKKH, ¥ B 3TOT MUT BCTPETHIIACh IMa3aMu ¢ oTLoM. Y BApyr B Hell pa3oM 4To-
TO CJIOBHO 000PBAJIOCh, U C MyUUTENbHBIM, OTYAsIHHBIM BOILIEM OHA KUHY/IACh K HEMY
BCEM CBOMM TPEHEUIYIIHM U B3PAaruBaOLINM OT pblAaHUH TenbieM. CTpacTHO 00HH-
Masi €ro, OHa IIeI0BaJIa eTO TOJIOBY, PYKH, TIa3a M OOJIMBalia eTo CIE3aMH. ...

OH noHsI Bee.

Omna GpocHiach K TOMY, KOTO OCTaBisuIa. 11 3THMH HEXXHBIMH JTaCKaMH OHA TOYHO
MOJIHJIA O MPOIICHUH ceOe, TOYHO XOTella 3aCTaBUTh €ro IOHSTh, KaK TOpsS40 OHa ero
JOOUT, KaK TSDKKO el Opocats ero... W, ppiaas, oHa npukuMaiach K Hemy, Kak OyaTo
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XOTeJla CMATYUTH TOT CTPALIHBIN yAap, KOTOPBINA cama ke eMy HaHOCHIIA. ..

III

ITaBesn IleTpoBuu yBen A0Ub B €€ KOMHATY U IIOMOT €if ycriokouThbesi. Haraia tuxo
BCXJIUIBIBAIIA, IPHKUMASACH TOPTINMH I'yOaMH K €ro pyKaM, ¥ U3peaKa HoAHIMasIa Ha
Hero 1asa. Mapes CepreeBHa pacTepsiHHO CTOsUIA B CTOPOHE OT MyJKa.

Ee nmo4s yxoxuia BMecTe C HEIO, HO B CEpJIIe ATOH Jodepy He HAILIOCh Ul Hee
HH OJTHOT'O JJACKOBOT'O B3MIs/A, HU OJHOTO TEILIOTO CJIOBA, U MaTh PEBHHUBO CJISHIIA 32
JIaCKaMU JIOUEPU K OTILY, TOUHO MBICICHHO CUUTAJIa UX.

B 3Ty MuHyTY eif moka3anock, 4To oHa Gonblie Obl XOTea ObITh Ha MECTE MYXa,
1 TOJIBKO CO3HAHHE, YTO 3TH JACKH BPEMEHHbIE U MTOCIIeAHNE, 9To ToToM Harama yxe
Bcererno OyaeT MpHHAIekKaTh e OMHOM, clleTka yCIIOKanBaJIo U yTEIIao ee.

Oma xotemna ObI celfuac ke OPOCHTBCS K Jodepu, OOHATH ee, NPIKaTh K CBOei
TPYAU U LEJ0BaTh ee BCIO, KaK IleioBaja, ObIBAJIOo, MaJIEHbKYIO, 3a To, 4yTo Haramra
BbIOpaia ee ¥ 0CTaBajach C HEl0, HO YTO-TO yAepkuBano Mapsio CepreeBHy, CIOBHO
JIacKU ee U OJIaroflapHOCTh Ka3aJIUCh € HEyMECTHBIMH.

Ho Bce-Taku oHa caenana poOKyro, HEyBEPEHHYIO HOMBITKY U, TOTOHASA K JOUepH
Omrke, XOTena B34Th ee 3a pyKu, Ho Haramna, 3aMeTnB ee, omsTh 3aphlgaia CHIbHEE.

IMaBen INerpoBuy, HcKoca B3NISIHYB Ha JKEHY, BCTaJl M IPOTOBOPHI THXO, YTOOBI
Haramra He pacciiblinana ero:

— Ee myure ocTaBUTh O11HY, OHA CKOPO YCIIOKOUTCS, HE TOBOPUTE C HEH. ..

OH 4yBCTBOBaJI B JOYEPH CBOIO HATYpy M 3HAJI IO cebe, 4To caMoe Jiydiiee B TA-
JKeJIble MUHYTBI — ObITh OfHOMY. OH eliie pa3 0OHSUT TUIauyIIyI0 A04Yb, 3a00TIHBO Tie-
PEKpecTHII ee, TOLeNoBal M, cka3aB: «JIOKHChH ClaTh, IETOUYKA, M yCIOKOHCS, Bce
YCTPOUTCSL. ..» BBIIIEN N3 KOMHATHI BMECTE C JKEHOM.

Jlst Toro 4yToOBI BEIWTH B APYTUE KOMHATBI, €My HEOOXOAUMO ObLIO IPOUTHU Yepes
CHaJbHIO U Oymyap >KeHbI, H 3T0 ObLIO eMy Tsbkeno. Mapbs CepreeBHa HOHsIA €T0o
YyBCTBO ¥ THXO IIIJIa 32 HUM C BUHOBATHIM M CMYILICHHBIM BEIp2)KEHUEM Ha JIUIIE.

OH x0TeN MPOHTH cKopee, He 0CTaHABINBAsICh HM Ha MTHOBeHHE. TyT Bce HarmoMu-
HaJo eMy ObIIoe; eMy XOTeI0Ch OBl 3aKPBITh IJ1a3a, YTOOBI HE BUETh HUYETO, BHI3BI-
BABIIIETO B €r0 JyIIe CTOJIBKO BOCHOMHUHAHUM, a MEXIy TEM YTO-TO IIOYTH HEBOJIBEHO
3aCTaBJIIO €ro O6pocaTh TOPOILIUBLIE U OBICTpPhIE B3Il HA OKPYXKAIOLIUE €ro, TaK
XOPOILO 3HAaKOMBbIE eMy TpeaMeThl. OH yCIen yke MOIOMTH K ABEPU U PaCKPHITH e
ronyOyIo IIEeIKOBYIO OPThepy, Kak Mapbs CepreeBHa BAPYT THXO OKJIMKHYIA €TO:

— IMaBen [lerpoBud!..

OH OBICTPO 00epHYIICS K HEll M OKUHYII €€ YAUBICHHBIM U BOIPOIIAIOIINM B3IVIS-
JIOM.

Mapbs CepreeBHa co3HaBaa, 4To 3TOT UeJIOBEK ObLI ¢ Heil ropa3zio BEJIUKOyIIHEE,
HEXeM OHa OKUJaJa, HeXeIU OHAa MOIVIa OKUAATh... YeThIpHAAIATh JIeT XKU3HU C
HHUM IPOMETBKHYIN B €€ HaMATH. .. CTIOKOIHbIE, 0e3MATEKHbIE U 1K CHACTIUBBIC. . .

U B 3Ty moCIEeAHIOI0 MUHYTY €i HEBOJIBHO XOTEIOCh CKa3aTh eMy... UTo nMeHHoO,
OHa W caMa He 3Haja, HO 4TO-TO TeIUloe, Xopoluee, 3axymeBHoe... Cka3arh, Kak
CHJIBHO OJlarojapHa OHa eMy M 3a IIPOLLIOe, ¥ 3a HOCIEAHIOK ero sxepTny... Ho To,
4TO B J{yllIe €€ UyBCTBOBAJIOCH TaK IIPOCTO, OHA HE yMeIa BBIPa3UTh CI0BaMH. .. Bedkoe
CJIOBO Ka3aJI0Ch € MOIII0, HEyMECTHO M COBCEM HE BBIPAXajIo TOr0, YTO OHA UYBCTBO-
BaJsia... Y oHa 3aMoyana, DA Kyna-To B IPOCTPAHCTBO, MUMO JIMLIA MY>ka, TOYHO
005Ch BCTPETUTHCS C HUM TIIa3aMU.
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