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Jlec, nec u nec... Hactosimuit npeMyunii cHOMpCKU Jiec, COXpaHUBIIUICS B 3TOM
MECTHOCTH KaKMM-TO YYJIOM, [IOTOMY YTO KPYIOM, Ha COTHH BEpCT, BCE HACTOSIIUE
Jieca aBHBIM-IaBHO CBEICHBI M BBDKKEHBI 3aBOJUYMKAMH. JTOT JIEC U3BECTEH IO
UMEHEM «CEpPEOBHHBD), MOTOMY 4YTO JISKHT HA TPAHUIIC Ka3eHHOH Nauyu W Ja4yu
ITnacTyHCKHX 3aBOMIOB; [0 MHEHHUIO TNIABHOTO [UIACTYHCKOTO JICCHUYETO, OH MPUHA/I-
nexut [lnacTyHckMM 3aBoiaM, a TI0 MHEHHUIO Ka3€HHBIX JIECCHUYMX, — Ka3He. OTO
CIIOPHOE IOJIOXKEHHE CIIACII0 «CEPEOBHHY» OT KOHEYHOTO HCTPEOIeHNs, HO B Hesla-
JekoM OyIyIleM ee MOCTHTHEeT O0mIast y4acTh BCeX YPalbCKUX JIECOB — OHa OyIer,
KOHEYHO, UcTpeOIieHa 10 TIOCIIEAHETO IepeBa, Kak yMEIOT HCTPEOIIATh Jieca TOJIBKO Ha
VYpaie.

OnHUM KpaeM «cepeoBUHa» YIIHPAETCs B IUPOKoe TopdsiHoe 00J10TO, a APyrHUM
MpujIeraeT K KAMEHHUCTOMH IpsiIke HEBBICOKHMX YBaJIOB; O0JIOTO YXOJHT 1aJIEKO Ha CEBep,
IJIc B CHHEBATOW MIJIC BCTAIOT YK€ HACTOSIUE TOPbI. ECiii cMOTpETh Ha OKPECTHOCTH
C BEpUIMHBI OJJHOI M3 3TUX TOp, KAPTHHA MPEACTABISAETCS JOBOJIBHO OPUIHHANBHAS,
0COOCHHO paHO yTPOM, KOrJa OOJOTO MOKPBITO €IIe TYMaHOM; 0OOJIOTO pa3lierioch
HENPaBWIbHBIM PAa3IHUBOM Ha JECATKH BEPCT, HA HEM OTAEJbHbIE TOPKU U yBaJIbl BbI-
JIAF0TCs, KaK OCTPOBA WJIM THTaHTCKHE OOPOAaBKH, a «CepeIOBUHA» KaXeTCsl rpoMall-
HOM 4YepHOM OBUMHOM, PaCTSIHYTOH [0 HEPOBHOM, YyTh 3aMETHO BCXOJIMJIEHHOH MO-
BepxHocTU. B CpenHeM Ypaie Takux KapTUH CIUIIKOM MHOTO, ¥ C KaXKIbIM ILIaroM Ha
ceBep 9TH OOJIOTUHBI Pa3pacTaroTCs BCE IHMPE U LIHpE.

Jlec B «cepenoBHHE» COCHOBBIM, IEPEBO K JEPEBY, KAK BOCKOBBIE CBEYH, U TOJIBKO
MO OmyIIKe 00pa3oBajcs CMEIIAHHbIH MOJCe]] U3 OEPE3HSIKOB, PAOUHBI U YEPEMYXH,
KOTOPBIH Ha OOJIOTE MEPEXOAUT B HACTOSIINI OOJIOTHBIN «KapaHIAIIHUK», TO €CTh B
YaxJIble ¥ KOpsIBbIe Oepe3KH, B KPUBBIE TOHKHE COCEHKH-KapIIULbI, TATbHUK, UBHSK, U
KyCTBI CMOPOIWMHEIL. DTOT KapaHAAITHUK TOUYHO 3apaKeH 30JI0TYXOU WIIH aHTIIHHCKON
00J1e3HBI0, HO COCHBI-KapJINIIBl HIMEIOT 110 CTY JIET U 6onee. Tsokeno cMoTpeTh Ha TaKkoe
JIEpEBO-YPO/I: CTBOJI HEMPOIIOPIIMOHAIBHO TOHOK, Y3JI0BAaT, BO MHOTUX MECTaX COTHYT
U HOKPBIT COBCeM 0COOEHHOM MEPTBOI1 KOPOH, €CTh J1a)Ke THUJIbIE S3Bbl, U3 KOTOPBIX
COYUTCSI MOKPOTa; PAJIOM C 5THM 30JIOTYIIHBIM, YaXJIbIM JIECOM CEpEeOBUHCKHUN OOp
SIBJISIETCS] KAKOW-TO JIECHOW TBapAMeil, Iie KaKA0€e JepeBO — OOTaThIph. ..

3nech HEOOXOIMMO 3aMETHUTh, UTO «CEPELOBUHAY CIY>KHJIa IPAHbIO MEXKAY CeBep-
HBIM JIPEMYYHM JIECOM U JICCHBIMH TIOPOJIAMHU CPEAHEH TOJIOCHI: TaM, IJI¢ BHICUIINCH
CHHHE TOPbI, 3aJIeMIH OECPOCBETHBIE €IbHUKH, TUXTAPHUKN U KEAPOBHUKH, TaM TsI-
HYTCSI K HeOy CBOMMH PacIpOCTEPTHIMU KOPSDKHCTHIMU BETBSIMU €I[Ba OIYIICHHBIE
OJeTHO 3eNeHbI0 JIMCTBEHHU, a K 0Ty IOIIIM Becelble cBeTble Oopa, Gepe3HsKH,
JUIoBbIe ocTpoBa. Ha ceBepe cocHa sIBIsieTCs UCKITIOYEHHEM, KaK eJ1b Ha fore, 1a U
CeBepHasl COCHA TaKas )KajKas, BBITSIHYTas U rojias CPaBHUTEILHO C KOPEHACTHIMU
rBapieiaMu TOi ke «CepeloBUHBI». B HacTOsIEM CEBEPHOM JIeCy-TaeKHUKE TyB-
CTBYETCS KaKasi-To IIIyOOKas reyalib, TOYHO BCS IPUPOIA 3aKyTalach B TEMHO-3€JICHbIH
Tpayp; HE TO B «CEPEIOBUHEY, TIe OBUIO TaK CBETIIO U MPOCTOPHO, KaK MO BBICOKUMH
CTpEJILIATHIMKU CBOAAMH KAaKOTO-TO TMTaHTCKOTO Xpama. Besikas muub JiroOuia aep-
JKATBCSI OKOJIO 9TOW «CEPEOBHUHED»: IO OITYIIKaM KOPMIJINCH TaOyHBI IOJIsIIeH (Ko-
caum), psAOYMKH, BaJbALIHEIEI, B IIIyOMHE — TIIyXaph, B 0ooTe — Aymens u T. II.
OnHUM KpaeM uyepes3 «cepelOBUHY» MpoTekasa peka [lmactyHbs, oueHb Gonorucras
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1 WJIOBaTas B BEPXOTHUHAX, HO JIeNaBIIAsCS YHILE B HU30BBSIX, TOYHO OHA IMPOXOIIIIA
Ype3 KaKoi-TO HEBUAUMBIH (GHUIBTP, B KOTOPOM OCTAaBIISUIA I, THHY U KPYTHBIIYIOCS
B €€ CTPYsIX )KENTOBATYIO MYTb.

OKoJI0 3TOH «CepeloBUHB OblTa OTIIMYHAS OXOTA: BECHOI IO OMyIIKaM TSIHYIIH
BaJIB/ILIHENIBI, HA JICCHBIX IPOTaINHKAX TOKOBAIM KOCauH; B epeset IlnacTyHbs mo-
KpBIBAJaCh YTKAMH M TYCSIMH, — JIETOM 37€Ch KOPMHJIUCH OTJIMYHBIC BBIBOIKH, a
IIyXOH OCEHBIO, 0 TEepBOil opolle, OWM Kocadel ¢ moabesaa u Ha uydeno. [pu-
0aBBTE K TOMY 3aiIIEB U BOJIKOB, KOTOPBIC IEPEONBAINCH OKOJIO «CEPEIOBUHED), IO
BECCHHEMY «HACTY» 371€Ch OblIa OTJIMYHAS OXOTa Ha JUKHX KO3 U JAKe OJICHEH, XOTs
OJIEHb PEIKO 3aXO/INII B «CEPENOBHHY», IOTOMY YTO KPYTOM OBLIO yIKe CIIUIIIKOM T'0JI0.
BBuy Takoro pa3zHooOpasusi ANYM OXOTHHKOB BCETa TSHYJIO B «CEPEIOBHHY», KOTO-
past BO BCeM CBOEM COCTaBe Ha JBAILATUBEPCTHOM PAcCTOSHHH HAXOAWIIACH MOJ Ha-
OJIOIEHNEM BCETO OHOTO CTOPOYXKA, U3BECTHOTO Y OXOTHHKOB MOJ Ha3BaHHeM [Ipoxo-
pbrua, i nonpocty — «Cekperay. Kro nan ITpoxopsray 310 HasBanue: Cexper —
HEU3BECTHO, HO OHO KaK HeJIb3s JTydiIe 110 K HeMy: CekpeT Tak cekpeT u ectb. Camast
¢duznonomus IIpoxopbrya H300/TMYATIA €I0 «CEKPETHOS) NMPOUCKOKIACHUE: IIHPOKOES
PYCCKOE JIUIIO, Y3CHBKHE TOJIyObIe ITa3KH, IISICBIINE KaK-TO TPEBOXKHO U TAMHCTBEH-
HO, pbDKas OKJamucras OOpojKa, CABHHYThIC 3a00TIIMBO OpOBH, OCOOCHHO KOTIa
[IpoxopbId HaYMHAN 3aKPyYUBaTh JIMHHBIA TapakaHuil yc. [OBOPHII OH OTPBIBUCTO,
KaKUMHU-TO OOpBIBKaMH (pa3, ¥ OO BEIpaXKaThCsl HHOCKA3aTENbHO U 1a)Ke CBOUM
0COOCHHBIM BBICOKHM CJIOTOM, ITOTOMY YTO CHJIBHO TIOHaMeTaJICs OKoJIo rocmoa. Ko-
ctioM CekpeTa COCTaBIISICS O4eHb 3aMBICIIOBATBIM 00Pa30M M3 Pa3HOTO TP, XOTS
OH U JIePKAJICS B HEM C OOJIBIINM TOHOPOM, IIOTOMY YTO 4yBCTBOBAJ CEOs 3aIIMCHBIM
OXOTHHUKOM, a 3allMCHBIC OXOTHHUKH BCErja HICTOJIAIOT B C60prIX KOCTIOMax — 3TO
CBOETO POJia MOJIa U LETOIBCTBO.

Cropoxka Cekpera MPUTKHYIACh K caMoMy 00py U ObLIa 3aCIIOHCHA CO CTOPOHBI
6omnoTa penkuM Oepe3HsIKOM, TaK YTO HE3HAKOMBIH YeJIOBEK 10 CaMbIM TOYHBIM yKa-
3aHHSM, KOT/Ia IPHUXOAUTCS TIOBOPAYMBATH IECSThH Pa3 HAaIPaBo M CTOJIBKO XKe HAJIEBO,
el[Ba JIM OTBICKaJ OBl 3aMbIcioBaToe ximie Cekpera, 0COOEHHO JIETOM, KOTIa OHO
COBCEM IPATANIOCH B 3€JICHU.

— Kak-1o 51 caM miyTan-IuiyTai Ho JIECY-TO, a CBOeil M30yLIKH He Haen, —
00bsicHsT [IpOXOpbId 3HAKOMBIM OXOTHHKaM, MOJIOMIIEBATO 3aKpy4nBas ycbl. — Ko-
HEYHO, MAHEHBKO B pa3y ObLI... OT 3HAKOMOIo 0apuHa exall... CIaBHbIHA Takoil 6apuH
BTOPOAY Y MCHA €CTh. Hy, IMOAHEC MHE CTaKaHYUK, Na TPHU CTaKaHYMKa Ha CBOU BBIITUJI,
B IJIa3aX-TO U 33ABOWIIO. .. [10unTal, HEIpHYIO HOYb 0 CEPEIOBUHE E3/IMII 1A B JIECY
1 3aCHYJ, a U30YILIKK HE oexal, OyneT — He Oy/IeT, CaxKeH JIBECTH.

CHapyxu ctopokka Cexpera Oblla MPOCTO BpOCHIasi B 3eMJIIO JIadyTa, CHIIBHO
MTOKOCHBIIAsICS HA OMH OOK; BMECTO KPBIIIH OblIa HACHINIAHa TOJCTHIM CIIOEM 3eMJIs,
MOKPBITasi TYCTOW TPaBOil M Jaxke MoJombIMu Oepe3kamu. OKOIO 3TOro ABOpLA H3
CyXapHHUKa ObLIa IPUTOPOKEHA «CTasH AJIsl CKOTUHBI M HeOOJBIION TPUTOH. BHYTpeH-
HOCTB CTOPOXKH 3aKITF0YJIach BCET0 B OJJHOI KOMHATe — HaIPaBo HEOOIbIIAs pyccKast
Ie4b, HAJIEBO B YIIIy CTOJ, ceifyac OT JBEPHU OKOJIO CTCHBI JCPEBSIHHAS KPOBATh, JIBC
CKaMbH, KOJTYCHOT I CTYJI — U TOJIBKO. Ha ctene HaJ KpOBAaTbIO BUCEJIO JIBa PYKbs,
OKOJIO TIEYKH MTOJI0YKA C TIOCYAOH, TOA KPOBAThIO Pa3OHUTHIi CYHIYK C ABM)KUMBIM, Ha
ITOKOCHBIIEMCS OKHE BEYHBII TOPIIOK ¢ KPACHBIM IepLeM — JJIbIIe ATOTO JKEJIaHUS
IIpoxopbrya He nuTH, MOTOMY 4TO [TpOoXOpEIY B qyIIe ObUT HEMHOXKKO (HIocod U, Kak
Bce Qrocodbl, I 10 IPEUMYIIECTBY JyXoM. B 310it n30ymke [Tpoxopbrd npoxxuBai
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€O cBOEH eHoW BracheBHOM U ¢ AByMs OEJI0TOJIOBBIMH PEOATHIIIKAMHU U, KPOME TOTO,
YXUTPSIICS A€PKATh ellle KBAPTUPAHTOB — TO KAKMX-TO KAMEHOTECOB, TO IIPHUCKOBBIX
cTapareieii, To r'ypTOBIIMKOB; KDOME TOTO, Y HET'O OCTaHaBIMBAJINCh BCET]a OXOTHUKH,
0COOEHHO JIETOM, KOTJla KPYIOM «CepellOBUHBD) ObIIIO HacTosiee pasznoise. JKena y
IIpoxopeiya, 6abeHKa JIeT TPUALATH IITH, OblIa KaK pa3 eMy I10J] 1apy U MOCTOSHHO
XOJHJIa C KAKMM-TO UCITYyT'aHHBIM JIULIOM.

— A BBI BOT YTO MHE CKa)xuTe, 0apuH, — nprcraBai CekpeT K KaXJI0My HOBOMY
3HAKOMOMY, — 4€eM 5 Teepb JKUBY B Jiecy?..

— Kak uem: Bezib ThI JKaJloOBaHbE MONTyUaelllb, KaK JIECHUK. . .

— 51? JKanoBanne?.. Moe kanoBaHbE BOT KaKoe: MPHUIY K Ka3€HHOMY JIECHIIEMY
32 MECSYHBIM, & OH MHe: «Thl MPOCH y IIACTYHCKOTO YIpaBHTENs >KaJlOBaHbE-TO,
TIOTOMY CE€pEeZIOBUHA-TO UXHSA», HY, 5 B [ImactyHckuii 3aBox, Tam Hemer| bart yripaBu-
TeJIeM, Hy, OH TOHHT 32 )KaJIOBaHbEM K Ka3eHHOMY JIECHHUYEMY, [I0TOMY, TOBOPHT, Ce-
peIOBUHA Ka3eHHAs... YK XOIUIIb-XOJHIb, KIaHsIeIbCca-KIaHsembcs. A ObIBaeT 1
TakK, YTO J[BA KaJOBaHbs NONY4HIlb. .. Eil-0ory!..

B xauectBe 3anucHoro oxotHuka Cexpet Bpai JitoOyIo II0JIOBUHY, HO €r0 CPeICTBa
ﬂCﬁCTBHTeHLHO 6LIJ'II/I COMHMUTCIIbHBI, U OH 6OJ'II)IHC KOPMUJICA OT TIPHUE3KABIINX
OXOTHHKOB.

— Kabw1 He rocniona — mponanaii! — 3assisiia Cekper cam. — OT TOCIO TOJBKO
1 IIHTaeIIbCst, 0co0IrBo K MnbuHy nHIo, Korna u3 [lnactyHckoro 3aBoza, n3 bopoBkos
¥ 13 IPOYUX MECTOB HApOJI CTPaJioBaTh HadnHaeT. bab Torna no nmokocam MHOXXECTBO,
a rocroziaM 3TO Jlake BecbMa JI00OMBITHO ObIBaeT... bOpoBCKMe-TO Kep)kaHKH BOH
Kakue, XpUCTOC C eMs: TOYHO SMHUCTas pera, Hy M I'YJIEBaHKU TOXE, KOTJ[a MY>KHKOB
6m113K0 HeT. YTo 3TOro BUHA B T€ OPBI C TOCIIOAAMHU BhIIbeIlb — cTpacTs!.. Hy, 3umoi,
OOBIKHOBEHHO, THIIMHA, & K JIeTy OIATh U oTTaeulb... C paHHEeH BECHBI KPY)KUTb-TO
Ha4YMHAEM, TOJIBKO TYT CMOTPHU: OAHUX TOCIOA HE YyCIICJI IIPOBOANUTD — APYTHUC KATAT,
J1a Tak KpyroM 1 uneT. Hapon Bce mpaxTHKOBaHHBIN, ceifuac K KayKIOMY IPHUMEHSEIIIb-
CsI: KOMY M UTO — OJIMH Hac4eT BOJIKH, APYyToii 3a 6abaMHu, TPETHI KYJIUKOB CTPEIISET,
a €CcThb M TaKWe, YTO €AyT IPOCTO caMH ceOs yauBIATh... Ei-Oory, Takue (okychl
CTPOSAT — KTO 4YTO npuaymaer!..

Tocnona, mpuesxaBIIne Ha OXOTY B «CEpEeIOBUHY» M3 TOpOAa M C 3aBOJOB, IS
Cekpera CIIy)HJIM HEHCTOIIMMBIM HCTOYHUKOM JUISl CAMBIX ITMKaHTHBIX PacCKa3osB,
npu4eM OJHHUM M3 INIaBHBIX ﬂeﬁCTBy}OmMX JIMII ABJIdJIaCh BCErjia BOAKa.

— Jlyume camble TOCHOAa NPHE3KAIOT, — OOBACHWI CeKpeT IpU KaKIOM
yaoOHOM cityyae. — [Ibelb, Nbellb, JaKe COBECTHO B JPYroil pa3 cluenaercs... a
HeJIb34, IOTOMY 1 IOJDKCH yBaXKHTh.

OnHUM CIIOBOM, B KaueCTBE «IIPAXTHKOBA MHOTO» MyxkHKa CeKpeT yMmen «yTpa-
¢uTb» BceM u Onarogapsi Takod W3BOPOTIMBOCTH YXHUTPSUICS CYIIECTBOBATH ITOYTH
6e30emH0. Ho y Cekpera Oblta W CBOsL XOpollas CTOPOHA: OH TOpOW CTOSAJI 3a
CBOIO «CEPEIOBUHY» U IIOCTOSIHHO CPayKaJICs C JIECOBOPAMH, KOTOpBIE JIesiany Haberu
Ha ero y4actok. JIecoBOpHBIN IpoMbIcen Ha Ypase pacpoCTpaHeH Kak HUTAe U 00-
paTuics B HACTOSIIYI0 IPO(ECCUI0, IOTOMY YTO OTBOJA JIECHBIX HAJEJI0OB HACEICHUIO
elle He MPOU3BECHO. Bbl ycablmmTe 04eHb 9acTo CTEPEOTHIHYIO (pa3sy, YTO TaKOH-
TO «3aHHMAETCSI 110 JIECOBOPHOH YacTH», KaK ApyrHe 3aHUMAIOTCS 110 YaCTH IPUUCKO-
BOHM, KOKEBEHHOHM, CYHIyYHOW W T. A. W HYXHO 3aMeTHTbH, UTO 3Ta <JIECOBOPHAs
4acTh» OpPraHM30BaHAa OTIMYHO, Ha Pa30OMHMYMI MaHep, TaKk YTO C JIECOBOPaMH
MIPOMCXOJIAT y JIECHOM CTPaXku HacTosIe cpaxeHust. CeKper jie3 Ha CTEeHY IPH OJTHOM
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HMMEHH JIECOBOPOB.

— Bapnaku n nymiery0Obl Bce 0 eAnHOro, — kpudan Cekpert, HadnHas I0Ka3bIBaTh
MIOJy4E€HHbIE B pa3HOE BpeMs pyOLIbl M WIEHOBPEAUTEILCTBA. — B0 Kak 1o nosicHuie
W3YBaXXHUJIM B [IO3AIPOILIOM IOy, — IIATh JIeH BbUIEXKAJ... A TO 0 I1a3y XJIOOBICHY-
JIM B TOM TOALY, TaK J{yMaJl: CMEPTh MOsI, @ YK YTO OBbLIO 110 3aThUIKY KJIQJIEHO — U CYET
MIOTEPSUIL.

— /la BeZb ¥ THI UM HE MUPOTaMU OTKJIabIBACIIb?

— OOHaKHOBEHHO, Pa3roBOp KOPOTKHIl; s MX, BAPHAKOB, BAIIECKOPOAUE, CYXUM
TOpOXoM cTpessito... Ha, Hocu — He notepsiid, ronyounk!.. M Tonbko pacuiensma u
HapOJIeIl: OIMH Oecralblidi e3IUT, a JPYroil — ¢ OIHOM JIeBoil pykoitl. Takue KpsoKu
3aBOPAYMBAIOT — CTPACTh, BEPILIKOB ABEHAIaTH. UTO 5ke, JOIKEH 5 Ha HUX CMOTPETb,
Baleckopoaue, cioxa pyku?.. Ckonb Mora u g UX Becelo... bombHO yx 3uUMOit
OZI0JICBAIOT: 1IEJIbHYI0 HOUYb CTOPOXKHMIIBCSA Apyroi pa3. He onxHOBa MeHs criayiuTh Ha-
YHCTO XOTEJH, A2 MOKa OOr XpaHWT, 4TO Janblie. BosATCs OHM MEeHs, MOTOMY Kak s
BIIOJIHE OTYAsIHHBIN 4EJIOBEK HacueT Jiecy... box-xe coxpanu!

Wuorna va Cexkpera 0T 3TUX BOCIIOMHUHAHHUM Halagano TsKeJI0e pa3LyMbe, U OH C
HETIOJ/ICIBHON TPYCThIO MPHOABIISIIL:

— A HecnoOpoBark, 6apHH, CEpeZIOBUHE-TO. .. 0X, HEC00pOBaTh!..

— Iouemy Tak?

— Ha yx Tak: cepaue uyer... IIaTHaanare romoB s 31€Ch BBDKWI, a TeHephb
cymieBatock. Kak-to bart rooput mue: «Hy, Cekpert, Uiy 1yXoBHYIO CBOEH cepe-
JIOBUHE, CKOPO MBI €€ 3a ce0sl epeBeieM, U CeHdac TOJIBKO OJIHU YTOJIbKU OCTAHYTCSI».
To4YHO OH MEHSI HOXKOM MOJIBIXHYIL. .. U mepeBenyT, 6ecripeMEeHHO IepeBeayT, IOTOMY
KPYToM rojI0 — OJUH KapaHJaIllHUK, HY, Ha CEPEAOBUHY Telephb 3yObl U Touar. Hone
Bezb B [l1acTyHCKOM 3aBOjie CITOMIHON HEMEI! TOIIeN. .. YMY Jieca U3BeNIU MPOKJIs-
TYIIHE, TOYHO OHHU €T0 JKPYT, IOTOMY M3BECTHO — YY>KO€, Pa3e JKallb €ro: MOBEPTUTCS
HEeMeIl-TO TOJ — /IBa, CBEZIET JIeC, 1a M XBocT yopai. Het, BuHO, mabai cepeioBUHE. . .

OnHakIpl B KOHIIE HIOJS I CHIIBHO OIO37al Ha 0XOTe, 10 Topoa ObUIO IaleKo, U
s oTnpaBmiIcs nepeHoueBath K Cekpety. B necy yxke Obuto coBceM TEMHO, KOraa s
TTOZIXOIMII K CTOPOXKKE CO CTOPOHBI «cepeloBUHBI». Cekpera He 0Ka3aJloCh HAJHIIO, a
BrnacbeBHa Jjayke HE MOBEPHYJIA TOJOBBI B MOIO CTOPOHY M TOJIBKO CEPIHUTO TKHYJa
PYKOH T10 HanpaBJICHHUIO FOPEBILIETO OTOHBKA, PA3JI0KEHHOTO MO Oepe3KaMu, CaXKEHIX
B JIBaJLIaTH OT CTOPOXKKH.

— MHe 0bI camMoBap, — TMONPOCHUI 5, HO BiiackeBHa M Ha ATOT pa3 TOYHO TaK ke
HE YIOCTOMIIAa OTBETOM, @ TOJIBKO MaxHyJa PyKOil B IPEXKHEM HaNpaBICHUH.

Ota HeMasl ClieHa B IiepeBozie 0003Hadaa To, YTo0 caMoBap 1o Oepe3KaMu U 4To
CekpeT npoxJIaKaaeTcst TaM ¢ KAKMMHU-TO XOPOUIMMH rocnoaamu. OcTaBanoch UATH
11of; 6epe3KH — OYEHb BECENI0e U TEHUCTOE MECTO JHEM, — T'OCIIO/a BEChbMa «yBaXka-
m» 311 Oepesku. Houears netom B n30ymike Cexpera Heuero ObUI0 U lyMaTh, OTO-
My YTO TaM BEYHO CTOsJIA KaKas-TO OTHYassHHAs KHCIasl JyXOTa, U OXOTHUKU OOBIKHO-
BEHHO pacriojiarajiuch Moj OTKPHITHIM HEOOM Y OrOHBKA.

— B cawmplif pa3, Bameckopoaue. .. IppeoTauyHo! — BeTpeTuil MeHst Cekpert, To-
pOITMBO BCKakuBas ¢ 3eMin. — A MbI TyT ¢ EBcTparoMm CeMeHOBHYEM YAUILIKO
LIBBIPKAEM U HACUET MYXH. ..

IIpsiMo Ha TpaBe CTOSUT KHMIIEBIIMH caMoBap, TYT k€ Topdajia rmodaras OyTbUIKa
BOJKH M KaKasfi-TO COMHHTENbHAs CHEIb B U3MATON ra3eTHOI Oymare; OroHeK enBa
JOBIMHJI, OTTOHSS 3Y[EBIIMX B BO3JyX€ KOMapoB, a OKOJO HEro, pacTSHYBIIUCh Ha

5



TpaBe, JIe)KaJ 'POMaJTHOTO POCTA «MYIINHAY», KAaK TOBOPAT TOpHUYHEIE. [1o ImuHHOTIO-
JIOMY CIOPTYKY, KpacHOH py0axe HaBBITYCK M MOICTPHKEHHBIM B CKOOKY BOJIOCaM
JIeKABIIETO «MYIMHY» HeJb3sl ObLIIO OTHECTH B Pa3psil HACTOSIINX IOCIIOM, a CKOpee
9TO OBLIT KaKOW-HUOYIb I'YPTOBIIUK WITH Tpacoi. [IpucioHeHHOe K JepeBy NeIeBeHb-
KO€ TYJIBCKOE PYXb€ W Pa3BELIaHHbIE HA CYYbsX KaKHE-TO JIAIYHKHU JIOKa3bIBAJIU
HECOMHEHHYIO NPHHAIIEKHOCTh «MYIIUHBD K JIMKY OXOTHHUKOB.

— OHu 1o ToproBoit yactu, u3 IlnactyHckoro 3aBosa, — jebe3mn Cekper, 3aKpy-
yuBas ycbl. — Moxer, cibixanu: Baxenun, EBctpar Cemensru?.. bakaneitnoe u xo-
JIOHWAJIBHOE 3aBEJICHHE U TAIAHTEPEH. . .

— He Bpu 18I, pagu Xpucra, — 0TO3BaJICA JEHUBO BaxkeHUH, HE TOBOpAaunBast
TOJIOBBI B MOIO cTOpoHY. — [losdyHTa Yaro na roioBa caxapy — BOT U BCs HaIlla KO-
JIOHHAJIbHAS] TOPTOBII. . .

BakeHHH THXO 3aCMESUICS TIbSIHBIM CaMOJOBOJIHBIM CMEXOM H Cell. JTO ObLI
BUJIHBI YEPHOBOJIOCHIH MY)K4YHMHA II0JI COPOK; CBEXKEE PYMSIHOE JIMIIO, OKJIaJuCTast
YyepHasi, Kak CMOJIb, 00po/Ka, Oesbie3yObl M NEByUYHid TPYJHON TEHOPOK AEIalk €ro
MOJIOJKE CBOUX JIET, U OH CMOTpEJ HACTOSAIINM MoJoaoM. Cepble 11asa, OnyIIeHHbIe
JUIMHHBIMU 3arHYTBIMH PECHUIIAMH, 3aMETHO CJIMIIAINCh, MOTOMY 4YTO BakeHWH
OBLT «B pa3y» M CHJIBHO PackayWBaJICSl HA MecTe. JTO JIMLIO U OCOOCHHO JICHHBAs
YIIBIOKa ITOKA3aJICh MHE 3HAKOMBI, HO I HE MOT IIPHITIOMHHUTB B YHCJIE MOMX 3HAKOMBIX
(damumio BaxkeHuH.

— IlobanoBarbcs walikoM, — mpurIaman BaxkeHWH, yabpI0asch OIakeHHON
YABIOKOH 3aXMEJIEBILEro 4eI0BeKa. — A Mbl BOT TYT TOTO MaHEHBKO... PasrphI3IN
MOIITODYHK.

IToka CexpeT paccka3blBaj, Kak OHU «APBI3HYIN IOCIIE Yas, s yCIIel 0CBOOOAUT-
Csl OT pa3HOM OXOTHUYBEH COPYU M C YAOBOJILCTBHEM PACTAHYJICS Ha TPaBe; OKOJIO
MeHs ynercs Mol bekac, KopHuHeBBIi MOWHTED, YCTABIINM, KaXXeTcs, O0JbIIe MEHs.
I[TonoxuB CBOIO T0OACTYIO YMHYIO TOJIOBY MHE Ha CaIlorT, co0aKa, IIPUIYPHB JKEITHIE
I1a3a, BAUMATEIBHO CMOTPESIa Ha CyETUBILETOCs OKoJIo camoBapa Cekpera U ¢ BUIU-
MBIM yZIOBOJIbCTBHEM HIOXAJIA BO3IYX.

— Oro Bama cobauka? — crpamuBail BaxxeHuH, koraa s yxe JOIMBall BTOPOH
crakad. — Huuero, ¢popMeHHBIl NECHK... A BOT £, IPEIIHbINA YeNIOBEK, HE 000
cobak. Bel uemy 3T0 cMeeTech?

— Jla Tak... MI3BuHMTE, HECKPOMHBIH BOIPOC: BBl U3 CTAPOOOPsALEB?

— OKOJI0 TOTO. .. IO POOUTEIISIM-TO COBCEM KEeprKaK, a caMTo 1o cebde, TIoXKalIyi, u
IPaBOCIABHEIN. A BBl I0YeMY MOAYMaJIH 000 MHE, UTO S U3 CTapooOpsaaues?

— IToTomy uTO BCce CTapoOOPsALLI HE JTHOOT COOaK. . .

— BepHo, ecTb Takoli Tpex. A 3HaeTe, moYeMy He JH0ST-TO?

— Her.

— A motoMy He IIF00IT, 9To Oec SBISIICS MHOTUM yTOIHUKAM B oOpase mca... ITo
1 B KHUT'aX HAIlLUCaHO.

M5! pa3roBOpUIIUCh, U 51 OKOHYATENbHO YOeIuics, YTo [IETO BeTpeyal 3Toro Ba-
JKCHUHA, HO II€ — HE MOI' TPUIIOMHUTH HUKAK.

— BbI Menst He y3HaeTe? — crpocui s, HakoHel. — S| rIeTo Bac BCTpeyal, a He
IIOMHIO, TJ€. ..

51 nasBan cBoro ¢ammmio. BaXeHMH BHHMATeNbHO MOCMOTpET Ha MEHS H C
YIBIOKOH TIPOTOBOPHIL:

— Jlake, MOXHO CKa3aTb, BECbMa BaC [IOMHIO... DTOMY YK JIET LIECTb OyJeT, Kak
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BBl Y MEHS Jjake B rocTsix Obutk B [ImactyHckoM 3aBoje. 3amamsroBanu? Jla u o
CKa3aTb, YTO BaM ¥ IOMHHUTB-TO TPYAHO ITOT CaMbIi Cllydaii, IOTOMY KakK Bac KO MHE
MIPUBE3IH B JIEKKY. ...

— A, Temepb BCIOMHUII, — 00pPaIOBaJICs 5 U TOXKE 3aCMESUICSL.

Mos Bcrpeua ¢ BaxeHuHbM ObLIa JEHCTBUTENIBHO JOBOJIBHO OpPUTHHAJNIBHA.
IMo3nHei oceHblo s ObLT HA OXOTE B TOpax Okoso IImacTyHCKOTo 3aBoja U CXBAaTHI
CHHLHeﬁmyIO MpOCTYAY, KOHYMBIIYIOCS IUICBPUTOM; 6OJ'II>HOFO MCHs OTIIpaBUJIM Ha
MECTO JKUTEJILCTBA, M 1 B IEPBHIH pa3 MpHIIEN] B cedi B KAKOM-TO COBEPIICHHO
He3HaKoMOM JoMe. Kak Teneps BIKy MaJIeHbKYIO KOMHATY € KpalIeHBIMH JTaBKaMU, I
JIe)xa Ha KPOBaTH, & MPOTHB MEHS Y PYCCKOM IEYKH CHAEN BOT ITOT caMblii BaxkeHHH
Y BHIMATeIbHO CMOTpel Ha MeHs1. [IOMHI0, 4TO MHE Y)KaCHO OBLIO TSHKENI0 — TOMHIIA
Kaxa, KPYy>KHJIach TOJI0BA M Iepe]] INa3aMH XOIWITH KaKHe-To KpyrH, Ho onHa ¢pasa,
CKa3aHHasi BaKCHUHBIM C KaKOW-TO JETCKOW HAMBHOCTBIO, 3aCTaBHJIa MEHSI paccMe-
sThCA. CMOTpEII, CMOTPEII OH Ha MEHSI, BCTPSXHYJ HAMACJIEHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH U KAKUM-
TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO AOOPOAYIIHBIM TOHOM HPOrOBOPHIL:

— A Bezb BB, TOCNOANH, IOMpETE. .. ei-00ry, mompere!..

S HAamOMHMII TOT OIIU30[ Ba)KCHI/IHy, " MBI IIOCMESIJIMCh BMECTEC.

— A 1w10x0 Bame MecTo OBLIO TOTZNa, — TOBOPHJI OH, HajMBas cebe W MHE II0
CTakaH4YHKy. — KOHE4HO, B )KUBOTE U CMEPTH OAMH T'OCIIONE BOJICH, a BOT U BCTPETH-
JHCH. .. MOXKeT, ellie 1 MeHsI IIepeXkuBeTe, — MpuOaBii BakeHUH U rPpy3HO B3IOXHYI
CBOEI MOTYuei My»XHIKO! Ipyabl0. — MBI Tak TyMaeM 10 CBOEMY pa3yMy, a roCIob
cTpout apyroe... [Toxamnyiire!..

B koH11Ie utoss 1eTHUE HOuU Ha Ypaie ObIBal0T 0COOEHHO XOPOILH: CBEPXY CMOTPUT
Ha Bac Oe3lOoHHas cuHsAA DIyOMHA, Meplaolas HanpsbKeHHbIM (ocdoprueckum
CBETOM, TaK YTO OTJEIIbHBIC 3BE3/IbI U CO3BE3HS KAK-TO TEPSIOTCS B 00IIEM CBETOBOM
TOHEC; BO3AYX TUX U YYTKO JIOBUT MajCHIINi 3BYK; CIIUT B TYMaH€ JICC; HC IICIIOXHYB-
INCh, CTOUT BOJA; JasKe HOYHBIE IITHIIBI, M T€ TOSBIISIOTCS U HCYE3AI0T B 3aCTHIBLIEM
BO3/IyXe COBEpIICHHO 0€33By4YHO, KaK TCHHU Ha dKpaHe BoiieOHoro goHaps. Utoro
TaKOe TOP)KECTBEHHOE M BEJIMKOE YYBCTBYETCS B TAKOW HOYH, KOTOpas POXOAUT Ha
CIIAAIICH 3eMIIeil HECNBIIIHBIMU IIaraMy, KaK TaWHCTBEHHAs CKa304Has KpacaBHIa,
Yapyrollas BCe KPyroM Y»Ke OfIHMM CBOUM IPUCYTCTBUEM. FIMeHHO ObLIa Takas HOUb,
KOIZla Mbl Ipoxjiaxaanuch y IIpoxopsrda noa 6epeskamu. HecMoTpst Ha ycTanocTh
II0CJI€ OXOTHI, CIIATh COBCEM HE XOTEII0Ch, 1a X HYXKHO OBIJIO IOTEPSTh BCSKYIO COBECTD,
4yTOOBI IPOCIIATh TAKYI HOYb, KaK CIall, HalpuMep, bekac, CBepHYBLIMCH KPEHIEIEM
OKOJIO OTOHBKa. «CepeoBIHa» IPEBPATHIIACh B TEMHYIO CIUIOIIHYIO IVIBIOY, 3aTauB-
mryro B cebe Bce 3BYyKH; IO OOJOTY MOJI3aJI BOJIOKHUCTBIN TyMaH, CKBO3b MEPTBYIO
THIIMHY 9yTh-4yTh IMPOHOCHJICS KaKOH-TO CMYTHBIH IIETIOT, 3aCTaBJIABIINI cOOaKy
B3/IparuBarh.

CexkpeT nog0pachIBaji B OTOHb LIETIOYEK, 3aKPYIHBAI YChI H OOINU3BIBAJICS, MTOTJISI-
JbIBasi HA OYTBUIKY C BOJIKOH.

— Tax 161, EBcTpar CeMeHbIU, 3HAUUT, IPUXOAUIIL' HA CBOBOTO POAUTENA? —
crnpammuBai CekpeT, 04eBUIHO NPOAOIIKas Pa3roBOpP, KOTOPbIA OHU BENU IO MEHSL.

— IlpuxonuTh HE NPUXOXKY, @ K CIIOBY CKa3aTh, — yKJIIOHYMBO OTBETHUI BaxkeHuH,
IepeBePTHIBAsCh Ha Ipyroi 60k. — Paccyam, rooBa ¢ MO3roM: KaObl €Xelu Toraa
ITOKOIMHBIN POANTEND ONpeNeNi MeHs K MuXpsIieBy, 1a Beb s Obl Tereph IeHbraM
CUeTY He 3HaJ, a TYT H3BOJIb IT0 KOIIEEUKe J1a M0 IPOIIUKY CKOJIAuUBaTh. .. MUXpSIIEB-
TO TOTJA IO 3aBOAAM CTPACTh IPeMeNl — HEPBBI YeIOBEK OBbLI, MOTOMY NESHBKHI
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yiiMa U Be3zie KaOaKy | JIaBKH ¢ TAHCKUM TOBapoM. [IpHKa3uukoB OIHHX y HETO JBa-
JIIaTh YeJIOBEK ObIJI0, a OH MeHs eine y MiBaHa AHTOHbBIYA BUAAI. .. S TOra B Ka3aykax
ripu MIBaHe AHTOHBIYE COCTOS, U BCE, OBIBAJIO, B IIEpeIHEN TOPUHILIb, HY, MUXpsIIeB
ObIBan y Hac W 3aMeTwi. JleHer nake naBajl, KOrja Ioj IbsSHYI0 pyKy mnpuener. Y
MBana AHTOHBIYA pa3JIMBAaHHOE MOPE ObLIO, TOTOMY IPEKHHIE 3aBOJCKHE IPUKAZUUKI
JKHJIM HE TIO-HOHEIIHEMY: BOH HalllW TUIACTYHCKUE YIPaBHUTEINS HE JKUBYT, a )KMYTCS.
Torna ¥ >xal0BaHBUIIKA MAJIIOCTEHHBIE OBLIN, a HUUeTO, k. H. y, Muxpsiues cBoi
YECIO0BCK 6I)IJ'I U IPUMCTHUII MCHS, IIOTOMY KakK 6BIJ'I A TTapCHb YUCTAK: KPOBB C MOJIOKOM.
Kak-To pa3roBopuinch OHH HMPOMEXKIY ceOs MbsSHbIE, Hy, MUXPSILIEB U BBIIPOCHIT
MeHs1 y FIBaHa AHTOHBIYA, YTOOHI B JIaBKy Hocanuts. CoBceM /1esio Ha Mase ObUIO, 1a
pOIUTENb MOIHSUICS Ha ABIOBI: HE X04y W KOHYEHO, TOTOMY MUXpSILIEB XOlla U U3
HaIllUX CTapooOpsIIEB, a COBCEM OOMUPLIMICA U BCe KOMIIAHUTCS C OpUTOycaMH U
TabalIHUKaMH.

— Ja Benps u IBaH-TO AHTOHBIY MUPIIIHAI TOXKE?

— Bot noau T18I... «Tbl, rOBOPUT poAUTEND, y PUKA3YHKA CITYKHUILb B Ka3auKax
HE TI0 CBOEH BOJIE, — IMOTOMY KPEIOCTHOH YeJIOBEK, — M Ipexa Ha Te0e HET, a Kak
nepeinens k MUXpsIieBy — U Ipex MpUMEIb Ha JIylTy, — II0TOMY CBOS BOJIAL. ..»

— A Bezb OHO, TIOXKATYH, ¥ TOBO, BEPHO CKa3aHO-TO. ..

— V¥Yx Ha yto BepHee!.. [IOKOWHBIA POANTENH MOCTOSTHHBIM OBLI YEIOBEK M KaK
CJIOBO CKa3aJ, KaKk HoXoM o0pe3ai. OH B Te OPbI B 3aKIF0YEHUH HAXOIUIICH. ..

— A Bce-TakH *aJjb: U3-110]] HOCY yIuI10 OoradecTBo-To, — xajen Cekper, MoTas
cBOEH OecryTHO rojoBoi. — Bce MUXpsIIeBCKIE IPUKA3YUKK BOH KaK HOHE JKUBYT:
BCE JI0 €IMHOTO B KYIIIbI BBIILIH, U ThI OBl BbLIE3, KAObl HE POIUTEIb.

— BecnpemenHo Obl BbUIE3, TOTOMY MUXPSIIEB HANIOCIEAKU CUIBHO ocnader, a
NPHUKA3YUKaM 3TO ¥ Ha PyKy: BCE PaCTAILMIN. .. J[axke )Kanb ObLIO CO CTOPOHBI NIAACTh:
Muxps1ies Iysser, a IpUKa3uuKd BOJIOKYT U3 JIABOK TOBAp CKOJIb MOTra.

— DKas jKaJoCTh, MOAyMaellb, a U THl Ha PYKY OXYJIKH HE MOJIoXII Ob1, EBcTpar
CeMeHbIY; ToXKaNyH, erle 0oJbIie Obl APYTUX BOJIOK. ..

— YBomOK ObI, IIOTOMY 5 TOTZIa 3TOH caMOW BOJIKHU Jlayke He mpukacancs... IIpsamo
CKa3aTh, — HACTOSIIUM ObI KyIILIOM CJeJaJICs.

— Wb Benp. .. a-ax, jaib, IpaBo, xxajb! Kaxuck, 10BeANUCH ake O MEHS SKOU
Clly4aif, TaK s1 Obl HE OJIHY JIaBKY YBOJIOK Y MuxpsieBa-To. .. — cobone3nosai Cekper,
ep3ast o Tpase.

— bapun-To cnut? — 1menoTom ocBefoMuiics BaxeHHH Npo MeHsl, MPOTAruBas
PYKY K OyTBIIKe.

— Cmurt... Tak, coBceM MmycToi yeloBek: HaOeraetTcs Mo OOJOTY, HY, U ceidvac
CIaTh, — PEKOMEH/10BaJI MeHsI KOBapHbIN Cekper.

OHH BBIITUIIH, TOKEBAJIH KAKYIO-TO 3aKyCKy M JIOJIr0 Moyi4aiy; BaxxeHuH ObL1 co-
BCEM IbsIH M HauMHaJ jApeMarb, HO CeKpeTy ele XOTeNoCh «JIPbI3HYTb», M OH,
KaK «IPaxXTUKOBaHHBIN YeNIOBEK, «U3-T10]] MOJIUTHKWY) CTapacs MOAIep)KaTh pas3ro-
BOD:

— A rne Xaputuna-to, EBcTpar CemeHbq?

— ITomMepna HOHEIIHUM TOZIOM. ..

— Bwmecre, 3HaunT, ¢ MuxpsmeBsiM?

— Ha ogrom mecsy.

— JloOpast ObuTa IyIIeHbKa, qail ei, TOCIIOH, IapCTBUe HeOecHoe! — B3IOXHYI
Cekper 1 axxe nepeKpecTHics. — 3acTynanach OHa 3a Harlero Opara, xorzna Vsan
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AHTOHBIY 3a4MHAJI JTFOTOBATh. [0 cMepTH ObI MEHS 3aKaTall, eXKeJlu Obl He XapUTHHA. ..
U Tto 3amepTBO B sazaper yHecnu... Ox, moT Obul aparh mokoiHUK!.. S Torma y
KPHYHBIX MOJIOTOB XOJIHJI, HY, TSHY IOJIOCY, a VIBaHa AHTOHBIYA U IPUHECIIO Ha IPeX
B KpuuHyto. [Tormsiaen, momsiaen Ha MOKO MOJOCY, a OHa C )KaOpHUHOI, HY, H3BECTHBII
pasroBop: «Tbl, MUJICHBKUH, 32111 KO MHE, KaK 00e1 yaapsT...» TpOUXTO HaC 103BaJl.
[punuy. OH Ha KpbUICYKE 3TAK JIETHUM JICJIOM CHJIHT, B OJHOM XajaTe, U II0CMeHBa-
ercs: «Hy, Munenbkue, o0mkaere Bbl MEHsI. ..» TyT ke nepe]] KpbUILLOM MEHs I1ePBO-
TO 1 pas3jIOKWJIH, ABa 3JOPOBECHHBIX KOHIOXA Y HETO 6I)IJ'II/I, Hy H ﬂaBaﬁ MpUKJIaAbIBaTh.
Tonbko U Ipanu — K3 KOXKH U3 CBOEH pajl BeIIE3TH, a lIBaH AHTOHBIY MOCMENBAETCS
na npuroBapuBaeT: «He st TeOs1, MUIICHBKHIN, HAKa3bIBal0, a caM ce0st Obettlb. .. [Tomom-
HY, aHTeJl MOH, ’KaOpHHKY-TO, 11a ¥ ApyroMy 3akaxu! Eie MAIeHbKOMY-TO ITOAHECH-
Te FOpsIYSHBKHUX J1a Xappoiux. .. Hy, aHrens! Mow, mocrapaiitecs!..» Hy, cipmry 1, 9To
yXK U3 yMa MEHsI BBIIIKOAET, U 0a3JaTh MepecTa, a TONbKO MOJIUTBY COTBOPHII IPO
cebs1, a VIBaH AHTOHBIY BCE NPUIOBApHUBAET Ja MOCMEMBACTCS — YHCTasi CMEPTh
npuxonuia... Crnacubo, Torna XapuTHHA Ha KPbUIbLIO BBIIUIA U OTHsJIA MEHS, a TO
3aropoJ Ob HacMepTh. Ha poroxxe 6e3 maMsTu Torna MEeHs B JIa3apeT CBOJIOKIH, TPU
HEJIeNTU BBUISXKAI. .. Beb OH TOr/Ia B CKOPOM BPEMEHH JI0 CMEepTH 3anopoi Hukenky
300HMHA, TaK O] PO3TaMH H AYLIy OTAAI.

— Hwuuero emy He 6bu10 32 Hukemiky?

— Huyero. .. Bce 1eno 3amMsut, HOTOMY Kakoii Ha MIBaHa AHTOHBIYA B T€ IOPEI CYIT
— TEMHOTa OJIHa ObLIA.

—: Cka3bIBaroT, XapuTHHA-TO B OOJIBIION OeTHOCTH MPOXKMBaJIa Harocnensx. .. U
KyZa, MoAyMaelllb, Bce eBaJloch: y MIBaHa-TO AHTOHBIYA BOHA CKOJIBKO 100pa ObLIO
HAaKOIIJIEHO — HEBIIPOBOPOT!

— Uro yx roBopurts. .. Tonbko nereit nocie MlBana AHTOHBIYA HE OCTATI0Ch, YMED
OH HacCKoOpe, JyXOBHOM He OCTaBWJI, Hy, XapHTHHY IUIEMSHHUYKU U IyCTWIH B YEM
Marb pomuia. Eitbory... BMmecre c MuxpsiieBbiM OejoBaia B TOPOLy: U TOT Oe3 rpomia
u oHa Toxke JKaip msmers Ob010... [a uro eme ObpuT0: y MuXpsimeBa-To Kol 3a KeM
ObUTH TOIDKUIIKY B [T1acTyHCKOM, BOT OH KaK-TO I10 3Me U COOepCh — ¢ 00paThbHU-
MU SIMIIMKaM¥ K HaM Ha [TnactyHckuit u npukatm. [lyOeHka-To Ha HeM IUTOXOHBKas,
caMm cenoi Bech, oromall... M uyto 6bl tymai, Oparer Mo, MOXOAMIIIOXO/IIII 110 3330-
Iy — HU OJiHa LIeJIbMa Hy TPOIla He OT/aia, a HaJl HUM K€, HaJl CTApHKOM, IOTela-
FOTCS, TOTOMY KaK €CTh COBCEM OECCHIIbHBIN 4eJIOBEK. A T€ UPOIBI-TO, IPUKAZYUKHU-
TO €ro, Aa)ke 4alo HAIUThCS He I03BaJM cTapuka... Hy, yBunan s ero u mossain k cebe,
TaK OH jJaxe 3arutakai. Eif-0ory... «Bort, roBoput, EBcTparymika, Hamia cyap0a 4yeso-
BeyelKas: BeCh TyT, U CTap, U XJIajeH, U maneH!» [lepenoueBan y MeHs, IOKaJsIKa-
JH. .. «A 5, TOBOPHT, Ha HUX-TO, HA HPOTOB-TO, HE IPHXOXKY — B OCIICTUICHUH, TOBOPHT,
MOCTYTIAIOT, & OHOTO ajb, YTO BOT THI TOIJAa KO MHE B NMPUKA3YHKU HE YTOIHI —
MOXeT, TeOe OBl TOXe MoNb3a ObUIa, 0 KPaWHOCTH B JIFONM BhIen Obn». Hy, 1 Xapu-
THHA CTPACTb KaK Oe10Bajia B ropojly. .. Ha FOCIIOJ IUIaThe CTUpaia U 3TUM KOPMUIIACh.
IIpuBesenib eif CHTYMKY Ha IJIATHHUILIKO HITM Yaro — YK Kak paza Obuia. .. Xyaas craia,
Jia BCE Kalllsla, — TaK Ha paboTe U U30I1LIA BCSL..

Baxxenun B3OXHYJI 1 HAJIUJI CTAKAHYHK; CCKpCT 3aMETHO HarpyaJjics 1 Ha4uHal
KOCHECTH A3BIKOM, HO OH IIMJI 10 IIOCJICAHCTO U3AbIXaHUA.

— Xouy st Te0s1, EBcTpar CemensI4, 1aBHO CIIPOCHTE. .. — roBopui CekpeT mocie
BBIITMBKH, — TO €CTh HACUET 3TON caMOil XapuUTHHBI. .. pa3HOe OONTAIoT. .. Xe-xe!..

— Hy, wero 6onrarot? — rpybo cripocui BaykeHHH, NPUITOIHUMASCH Ha JIOKOTb.
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— Jla Hacyer Tebs1, uTo OyaTO MMENa OHa OOJIBIIIOE TPHIIeKaHKE K TeOe. .. Xxe-xe!..
Eii-06ory, BoT ceituac mpoBamuThCS. . .

— Hypax!!. 5 BoT Tebe Takoe MpuiiekaHne TTOKAKY.

— Ja Bens g Tak, EBcrpar CemeHbIU. .. HE cepyaiite... ¢ IPOCTOTHI.

— To-10, ¢ IPOCPOTHL... 3HAEM MBI TBOO IIPOCTOTY, YepT!..

IMay3a. BaxkeHHH TsDKeI0 BopodaeTcsi; Bonpoc CekpeTa, 04eBUIHO, 3aJ€1 €T0 3a
JKUBOEC, HO OH KPCIUTCH. Onarh cTaKaH4YUK U TIIYXO0€ KpsIKaHbE.

— Jypaxk!., gept!.. Pa3Be Thl MOXeIIb 3TO MOHUMATh, 0Opa3HHA? — pyraercs
BaxenuH, cxumast Kynaku. — 51 tebe Takyro npoBosiodKy nponumnry. «[Ipunexanue»?!
Ilomens! BEL, BOT UTO. ..

— Jla Benp 4...

— IloroBopu ere... Hy, TOroBopu?.. A Tbl 3Haelllb, HA CKOJIBKOM Tofly XapHUTHHA
BBITIIA 3aMyXK-TO?.. To-TO BOT ¥ ecTb... «[Ipunexanue»! [psBona... Bany-to AH-
TOHBIYY OBLIO IO IIECTHECST, KOT/Ia OH XapUTHHY B3sUI, @ €l [eCTHAAUAThINA TOI0K
mren... VI3 Gequblx OblIa, HY, CTApUK Ha ee KpacoTy noibcTuics. Ha Moex mia3ax Bce
6b110. .. IBaH-TO AHTOHBIY Ha (haOpUKY YHIET, a OHa peOSUbUM EJIOM B KyKJIBI UTPATh
aJy peOATHIIEK Ha30BET 1a ¢ HUMH JlaBail KyBbIpKaThes. .. [IpaBo, ueptu!.. «IIpuie-
skaHue»... Kakoil y Hell pasyMm B Te TIOpBI ellie ObUI: Tak, JCBYOHKA-ICBUOHKOM. .. A
MBan AHTOHBIY He pa3OMpaeT — CBOE B3BICKHBAET, — MOTOMY MyX. CHIBHO OHH
B3JIOPHJIM IO HOUaM, IIOTOMY y Heil eme pebsube Ha yme, a eMy Iozail cBoe. ..

— buu oH ee, cka3piBatoT?..

— bugau... Kak-to pa3 npuxonut u3 padbpuxu, a XapuTuHa 3aurpaigack B KyKIIbl,
Jla TIMPOTOM C OCETPUHOM M OIo3/ajia — He JOIIeNI MaHEHBKO ITUPOKOK-TO. A VBaH
AHTOHBIY YK 3@ CTOJIOM CHJIUT U CBOIO PIOMOYKY IPeNO0eICHHYIO HAIWI, HY, OHA CO
CTPaXxoB-TO HEIONEUYEHHbIH MUPOT U Bellella 0aBaTh. .. TpoHyn ero MiBanH AHTOHBIY
Ia ceifuac ke XapuTHHY 32 KOCBHI M JaBail 00MXa)KMBaTh 10 BCEH TOPHULE, — Ta PEBET
HE CBOHMM T'0OJIOCOM, a Oif IPUTOBapUBAET TAKOBO JACKOBO: «BoT Tebe, XapuTuHyIka,
MIAPOXKOK ¢ oceTpuHoit!.. Bot Tebe, anren Mo, emie MIpoKOK ¢ OCETPUHKOMH... Bot
Tebe, TymeHbKa, U emie. .. He 5 Te0sI, ToyOurK, Haka3biBako, a cama cedst Obemib!» Yk
OH €€ TacKaJ-TacKaJl, KOJIbIIIMATHII-KOJIbIIIMATHII, TOKa HEe HATEIIHICS, HY, TUPOT-TO
B 9TO BpeMsl U gonekcs, a iBan AHToHBIY 00ez1aTh... He kpacHo eif )kuioch, yx 4to
roBoputs. [Tnauer, ObIBaso, KaK oHa OocTaHeTcs, pekoil jbercs. Hy, cHayana mMeHs
CTecHsu1ach OyaITO, a TOTOM IIPUMHE IJ1aKaja... YOoupaenb, ObIBajo, CO CTOIA WIIK TaM
4TO, @ OHA CAHACT B YIOJIOK U MPUMETCA NPUIUTATh, — TOCKY TaKyK HaBEICT, XOTb
caMoMy IUIakaTh, TaK B Ty e Mopy. Konemno, eno Hame ManeHbKOe: BUANIIL — HE
BU/IWIIG, CIBIIHMIIb — HE CIBIIINIIE... A TIOTOM yX CTal sl IpUMedarh, 4To OynTo
XapuTHHA cTaJla HA MEHs NOIVIAbIBATh, & KAK BCTPETUTCS IN1a3aMHU, BCS BCIIOJIBIXHET.
Hy, crana xak Oyaro nzderarb MeHs M IPUAUPATHCA: U TO HE JIAJHO, ¥ 3TO HE JaHO,
1 TIOLIIETT He TaK... Moe JeN0 ToXe MOJIOZIOe, TaK M 3aXOJIOAUT Ha Cep/lle, KOrla MHMO
WET, a THI CTOMLIb B IIEpEeJHEN Aypak-1ypaKkoM, Kak cTaTtyil. A Hajo Tebe cka3aTb, YTO
TTOKOWHBIN POJUTEIb, YTOOBI 5l HE U30aJI0BAJICS, B35 1a XKEHMIT MeHs. . . JKeHa-To toma
CUOUT, a XapI/ITI/IHa Ha rj1a3ax IMoCTOAHHO, a U KyJia )K€ )KCHE 10 HEC, IOTOMY 6apbll-lﬂ,
oziera Bceraa popMeHHO 1 oOpallieHre CBOOOHOE U Besikoe npouee. [nsaenu-rsaenu
MBI TaK-TO APYT Ha JAPYXKKY, a TyT ViBaH AHTOHBIU Kya-TO yeXaJl, OCTaBHJI )KEHY OJHY,
Hy, & XapuTHHA MEHS TOT/a U 3aI0JIy4mIia o Bcei (hopMe: W MUITBIN, M HEeHATIISTHBIH,
1 KpacaBell, U CyXol, He apeHblii... FI3BeCTHO, xKeHCKast caboCTh.

— VYX 4TO TOBOPHUTH... OOHAKHOBEHHO... Y& TyT My3bIKa... A IMOAM, CTPAIIHO
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