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bILLATb HEBO3MOXHO! — npoulenTaAa
AKYAMHA, CO CTPaxoOM paccmaTtpuBas
yconuiyio. 9To ObIAM OCTaHKM BAAro-
POAHOM >KEHLMHbI — POACTBEHHULbI XO35€B yCaAbObl,
KOTOpasi, Kak rAacMAa AereHaa, Obiaa NMPOKASITa COO-
CTBEHHbIM OTLIOM 3a BHEOpayuHylo CBSI3b M YMEpPTBMAQ
cebs BeK Ha3zaa. MouleHHMUa, NobGecrnokomBLas TPy
B KOPbICTHbIX LIeASIX, UCMbITbIBaAQ CMELLAHHbIE YyBCTBa:
OHa ckopbeAa 1M COUYBCTBOBaAa AEBYLLIKE, 30B cepala
KOTOPOW MepekpuyaA roAoC pasyma, HO He NMoHMMaAa
MOTMBOB caMoybOuicTBa. OHa He GbiAa CyeBEPHOM, OA-
HAaKO He MCKAIOYAAa TOro (pakra, YTo He YNOKOEeHHble
AYLIM MOTYT BOATATbCS MO MUPY, XKeAas MOAYYUTb OT-
BETbl Ha HepeLLeHHble BOMPOChl.

B ycTpalwatouime 6aiikm, CBsSi3aHHble C MEPTBOM Ae-
BULEI, MOXOPOHEHHOM B CBaAebHOM nAaTbe, Bacuamii
He BepuA, MO3TOMY BeA cebsl pa3BS3HO U He LiepemMo-
HUACS C YMepLUen MHOTO AECATKOB AeT Ha3aA AAMOMN.
O6Hapy>keHHOe Ha ee lliee pyOUHOBOE KOAbe OH He3-
>KaAOCTHO AEPHYA, OTAEAMB MPU 3TOM FOAOBY HEBECTbI
OT TYAOBMLIA. AKYAMHA >Ke MPU BMAE 3TOr0 >KYTKOro
3peAmLLia BCKPUKHYAQ.

— He kpuun! Hac moryT ycablwatb! — 3A06HO Npo-
LLeAVA CKBO3b 3YObl MOAOAOM YEAOBEK.

— K10 Hac ycabiwumnT? OHa? — BO3MYLLEHHO NpoLumne-
Aa rpabuTeAbHMLIA, KMBHYB Ha 6E3rOAOBYIO XKEHLLMHY.

— A eCAM KOMY-TO He cnnTcs B Aome?! U BbInayT
AbILLIATb CBEXMM BO3AYXOM K Aecy! — pasapa’keHHO
yekaHWA Bacnanii. — OHM 3aCTaHyT O4YapoBaTeAbHOE
3peAnLLe: ABYX BOPULLEK, >KEAQIOLLMX MOCTPOUTb XPY-
CTaAbHbI 3aMOK ObITUSI Ha KOCTSX CTHMBLLEN MPOKASTOM
HeBeCTbl!

AKYAMHA HernoHuMalole yCTaBMAaCb Ha opaTopa —
CAOBECHbIe M3bICKM AOOOBHMKA MOPON 3acTaBaAu ee
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BUKTEPUA PYCCE

BpacrnAox. Bacnamini AlOUA U3BACHATLCS BUTMEBATO
M TEM CaMbIM MOAYEpPKMBaTb He0OpPa3oBaHHOCTb Map-
THepLK.

— [llycTb HeXXnBOM, HO OHa BCe Xe... YyeAroBek!
HeAb3si OTHOCUTbCS K Hel Tak, OYATO ee HMKOraa He
CyLEeCTBOBAAO! — C BOAHEHMEM MPOU3HECAA AKYAMHA, C
OTBpaLleHMEM pacCMaTPMBag CKAaTUBLLYIOCS C aTAACHOM
MOAYLLKN FOAOBY.

— DTO CaMbli1 YAQUHbIM YAOB 3a Bce Bpems! Ham
€ To6OW NMoBe3A0! — BOCXMLLEHHO NpoLlenTaA Bacuann,
NOAMUIHYB cnyTHUUEe. — CTpaHHO, UTO 3TO AOpoOroe
yKpalleHue no cem AeHb AeXXMT 3paecb! HUKTO A0 Hero
He AoOpaAcs 3a CTO AeT, a BeAb CAYXM O boratcTee
B rpOOHMLIE XOAST MO OKPYre AaBHO.

— HWKTO He pUCKHYA CloAa BAe3Tb. M Tbl 3Haellb
novemy!

— AX, AKYAMHa, Tbl — B3pOCAas OapblIlLiHg, a BEPULLIb
B CKa3ku! 3aBTpa e OTHeCy pyOuHbI HalLeMy I0BeAUpPY!
YBepeH Aylla 3TOro CKynepAss cpasy oTTaeT U TOpro-
BaTbCS B 3TOT pa3 oH He cTtaHeT! C BaMu ObIAO NPUSATHO
MMETb AEAO, MaAMya3eAb, — FAAQHTHO NMpou3Hec Ba-
CUAMI, CKAOHMB FOAOBY fepea Tpyrnom. — 5 6bl Aaxe
MoLEAOBaA Bally pyKy, eCAu Obl ObIA YBEPEH, YTO OHA
He OoTBaAUTCS!

— 3a4yeMm Tbl C HeM roBopuLLb? — 3AMAACh AKYAMHA.

— Tbl peBHYyeLb?

— Tbcpy, Ha Tebs!

— Y710 X, uyaecHbIn Bevep! bbIAO MoOUTK Aerko.
Eue napa npubbIAbHBIX A€A, AKYAMHA, M Mbl C TOOOM
3akmBem!..

— lMapa AeA? — npolmnesa AeBylika, 3A00HO ycTa-
BMBLUMCb Ha BO3AIOOAeHHOro. OHa nouTh npmBbIKAQ K
TOMY, UTO Bacnanii He Aep>XUT CBOUX CAOB, HO BCE XKe
HaAesAaCb Ha nepemeHbl. AKYAMHA XKeAaAa OT XXM3HU
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AKYANHA

HEeMHOroro: nepectaTtb 3aHMMaTbCs BOPOBCTBOM U 00-
MaHOM M CTaTb OObIYHOM 3aMY>KHE XKEHLLIMHOM C exXe-
AHEBHbIMW MPUATHBIMU XAOMOTAMMN O AOME, AETIX U
My>Ke. He nepBbIi roa MOLLIEHHMLA TEPMEAMBO XXAAAQ,
noka mMx NpuKAloYeHnsM npuaeTt KoHel. OHa Haae-
SIAQCb, YTO COKPOBMLLLE, MOXMLLEHHOE U3 rpo6a, CMOXKeT
HaKOHeL-TO YMepUTb anneTuT aA4YHOro AlOOBHMKA 1
AACT eMy (@ 3HaUUT 1 eln) NoKon. Bacmamin 3ameTmnA To-
CKY, MPOMEAbKHYBLLYIO B €€ OrPOMHbIX TEMHbIX FAd3aX,
M TOPOMAMBO 3aBEPUA:

— AKYAMHQ, Aylia Mog! 4l BeAb TOXKe JKeAato nockopee
cBs3aTb cebs y3amm 6paka 1 ObiTb C TOOOIO PSAOM, NMOKa
CMepTb He pa3AyuMT Hac!

[locAe Npomn3HECEeHHbIX MM CAOB MOCAbBILLAACS TPecK,
o6a rpabuTeAs oLLYyTUAM AErKoe AyHOBEHMe BeTepka,
3a0AYAMBLLErOCS BHYTPWU CTEH FPOOHMLIbI.

— YyeT Moe cepaue, Bacs, CAyunTcs 4To-TO HEXOPO-
wee! — NpoCTOHaAa AKYAMHA, NepenyraBLnCh.

— Aa b6yaeT Tebe! — BacuAMii rAyno XMXMKHYA, 3a-
npstaB A0ObIYYy — pyOMHOBOE KOAbE 3a Ma3yXy U MOTHYA
FOAOBOM HA KaMEHHYI0 MAUTY NoBepx capkodara, B KO-
TOPOM XPaHMAOCh TEAO HEBECTbI. [pabUTeAN yXBaTUAUCH
3a OAMH KpaK U, KPSIXTS, BOAPY3UAM TXKECTb 06paTHO.

— Haao >ke, 3aKpblAach oHa Kyaa ObiCTpee, — 3arnblxaB-
LUMCb, MPOM3HECAQ AKYAMHA, BCTIOMHMB, KakK AOATO OHU
BO3UAMCD C TAXKEAEHHOM KPbILLKOW, MbITasCb €€ OTKPbITb,
M MOYTU ObIAO OTHASIAMCb AOOPATHCS A0 KAAAQ. AeByLLKa
CTepAa TbIAbHOM CTOPOHOM AQAOHM BbICTYNMUBLUME KareAb-
KM MoTa Ha AGY 1 C TPYAOM NepeBeAa AbIXaHne, KOTopoe
COMAOCH CKOpee OT BOAHEHMS, YEM OT YCTAAOCTM.

O rpo6HMLIE C LEHHOM «HAUMHKOW» MPUTBOPLLMLIA Y3-
HaAa OT CaMMX XO39€B MOMECTbS, OHM CAOBHO HapOUHO
3aBOAMAM MPU HE pPa3roBOp O COKPOBMLLAX MEPTBOM
HeBecCTbl. [AaBa cemencTBa Hukmngop MBaHOBMY CKAO-
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HAACS K TOMY, UTO 3TO OpeAHU, HO, OAHAKO He CreLLmrA
YAOCTOBEPUTbLCS B 3TOM AMYHO M 3a6paThCs B CTapbliit
haMMAbHbIN CKAEr, YTOObI MOATBEPAUTL MAM ONPOBEP-
FHYTb 3TOT HEAENbIA CAYX.

— Hy, Tbl >ke He 3Haewb HaBepHsaKa?! A BAPYr TaM 1
npaBAQ Yero Ae>XXmMT MOMMMO TBOEN yconuien TeTku?! —
NnoAHauMBaAa XeHa, noyaobHee ycTpamBasiCh B KpecAe-
KayaAke M npukasaB AKYAMHE XOPOLLUEHbKO 3aKyTaTb
ee NAeAOM, OracasiCb NpPoOCTyAMTbCSA. AHHa [1aBAOBHa
AOOMAQ TOBOPUTH O BCskom venyxe. Cynpyru BeAn 3a-
TBOPHUYECKYIO >KM3Hb M Pa3BAEKaAU APYT Apyra, Kak
MOTAU. X AlOOMMbIM BPEeMSINPernpoBOXXAEeHNEM ObIAO
«BeyepeBaHWe» — Tak Mpo3BaAa NO3AHUE MOCUAEAKM Ha
AETHeN BepaHAe X03aika ycaabbbl. OObIYHO OHa 3BaAa
¢ cobor KOro-HMbyAb M3 CAYT M 3aCTaBASIAQ OTFOHSTb
OT cebs Ha30MAMBbBIX KOMapOB, KOTOPbIE CAETAAUCH CO
BCEl OKPYrv OTBeAATb ee KPOBMU.

— Mo MHe X0Tb AOBepxy NMycTb OyAeT 3abuta Aparo-
LEHHbIMM KaMHSIMM 3Ta NMPOKASTas YCbinaAbHMLA, — MPO-
AONKMA pa3roBop Hukudop MBaHoBKMY, packaumBasicCb
B CTOSILLEM PSIAOM KpecAe. — MaTyllKa MOSl U3BOAMAM
roBOpuUTh: «HUKMLIEHbKA, YTOObl HE CAYYMAOCH — He
HaAO TyAa Ae3Tbl». AeHer MHe 1 6e3 TOro xBartaer, Tak
4TO, He CTOUT TPEBOXUTb yconuwyto. Beab KTO 3HaerT,
yeM 3TO MOXKET 0O6epHYThbCS...

Cynpyra oA0GpUTEAbHO KMBHYAQ, MOAMETUB Lie-
APOCTb €ro Ayl M OTCYTCTBME TaKOro nopoka Kak
>KaAHOCTb, MOCAE Yero aAobaBmAa:

— Aa bor ¢ Humun, ¢ aTumm 6orarcteamm! Kak tam
CeMeHblY roBopuT: He BYAM AMXO, noka oHO Tnxo! OT-
POASICb 60I0Cb MEePTBELIOB. A YK TETKY TBOI, KOAAY-
HblO, — 1 MOAABHO.

— AHHa NaAHa, — YCMEXHYACSl OH, — 60SITbCS HAAO
He MepTBbIX, a XKMBbIx! MaTyllKa Mos AlobMAa HarHaTb
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KyTu! A UTO AO TeTKM — TaK He OblAd OHa KOAAYHbEN.
CkasaTb O Hel, YTO BeAbMa OHa — BCE PABHO, YTO Ma-
TYLIKY MOIO B 3TOM OOBMHUTD.

— JTO ewle novemy?

— Tak oAMHaKOBble OHU ObIAM!

— AMUOM BEAb CXOXM, @ HE HAUMHKOM! — npoTecTo-
BaAa AHHa [1aBAOBHa.

— HaunHkom, — HeAOBOABHO BTOPUA XO35MH YCaAb-
Obl, MOMOPLIMBLUNCH. ITO CPABHEHME He MPULLAOCH eMY
Mo ayuie. NMoXXMAOM My>KUMHa He AtoOMA BCMOMMHATB O
TeTKe, yMepLLEeN elle AO ero POXXKAEHMS, HO >KeHa CHOBaA
M CHOBA BO3BpalLaAaCh K 3TOM TeMe.

— [loaHoTe, Hukndgop MeaHoBmny. O yem e roBo-
PUTb eLle, Kak He 06 3TOM 3A0BELLEM CKAENE Y OMNyLLKM?

— He nonmy, AHHa [laAHa, oTyero Bam yconuias
NOKO$S He AQeT?! — HEAOBOABHO MPOKPAXTEA MY>KUMHa.
OH CMABHO Ka4HYACSl Ha KPecAe, 1 YyTb ObIAO He nepe-
BEPHYACH, YeM HEeCKa3aHHO pa3BeCeAMA CBOIO >KEHY.
CorpeBalolmii KAeTYaTbIN MAeA LBeTa CNeAO BULLHM,
BECEAO MOAMNPbIrMBaA, BblaaBas MPUCTYN 6e33ByUYHOro
cmexa.

— [lycTb Ham elle yalo NpUHECYT, — Kanpu3HO no-
TpeboBaA Hukmndop MBaHOBMY 1 KMUBHYA Ha AKYAMHY. —
A TO YTO-TO HOUM 3TU AETOM C NpoxAaalen. Kak Obi
BOCMAAEHMe KakKoe He MOAXBATUTb!

['TOMMMO MOXXMAOM Napbl B MPOCTOPHOM AOME >KUAMU
ellle HECKOAbKO YeAOBEK M3 MPUCAYIU: CTapas rayxas
Kyxapka, nepecaAmsaiollas Bce 6A0Aa, HO He MOAyYa-
loLag 3a 3TO HapeKaHW OT X035€eB; ee MNOMOLLHMLA Ma-
Pbs-0ECTOAKOBKA, HE MOHMMAIOLLLAs YKa3aHWI C NMepBoro
pa3a; a Tak>Ke «Aylla» MOMeCTbs — APEBHUI, KaK M Cam
AOM, CeMeHbIY (ero poANTEAU XXMAM B POAOBOM FHE3AE
Hukundopa MBaHoBMYA ele A0 OTMEHbl KPenoCTHOrO
npaBa, OH POAMACS B MOAMOCKOBHOM ycaabbe U Hu
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pasy He MokMAaA ee). AKyAMHa >ke nocTty4vaAacb B AOM
MO BECHE B Mae 1 >KMAa Noutu mMecsu. B ToT AeHb ObiAa
CUAbHas FPO3a — YAQUHbI MOBOA MCKaTb NMPUCTaHMLLIE.
A€eBuLIa MCKYCHO NMPUTBOPUAACH HEMOLLIHOM M GOABHOM,
»KeAast 0CTaTbCs B AOME Ha HECKOAbKO AHe, Aabbl BOC-
CTaHOBUTb CUAbI.

— B TaKyio noroay npuAMYHbIA YEAOBEK Mca He Mo-
FOHUT MPOYb, — 3as9BMAA AHHa MaBAOBHA U 3anpeTrAa
Mapbe-6eCTOAKOBKE Pa3MbILLASTL O BO3MOXKHOM He-
NMOPAAOUYHOCTU CAYYaAMHOM rOCTbU. — 3Aas Tbl 1 He3-
AylLIHasi, MOTOMY M OCTaAacb B AeBKax!

B 6AaroaapHOCTb 3a AOOPOTY X0391€B HEOOABLLOTO,
HO MPOLBETAOLWEro NOMeCTbsl «BOCCTAHABAMBAlOLLAS
CUAbI» AKYAMHA Bbl3BaAaCb MOMOYb MO AOMY. Ycep-
AME TPYAOAIOOMBON OAIOCTUTEABHULbI YNCTOTbI ObIAO
OLEHEeHO MO AOCTOMHCTBY M MOCAE AOATMX YTOBOPOB
Hukundopa MBaHoBMYa 1 ero Bceraa XmMypom >KeHbl-BOp-
4yHbW, KOTOpas Npu BUAE CBEPKAIOLLMX NMOBEPXHOCTEN
Me6eAn, OKOH 1 3epKaA YAbIOHYAACh (UTO ObIAO pEAKO-
CTbl0), CTapaTeAbHas AKYAMHa COrAACMAACb OCTaTbCA
B AOME €lle Ha KaKoe-TO BPeMsi Ha PaAOCTb XO35€BaMm
M K HEAOBOABCTBY APYIMX MPUCAY>KHMKOB. Ha3BaAach
MPUTBOPLUMLA TEM XKE MMEHEM, YTO 1 X034iMKa YCaAb-
Obl — AHHOM. DTOT XMTPbIA MPUEM OHa BblAyMaAa C
ONpPeAEAEHHOM LeAbIO: Aabbl He MyTaTbCsl, MOTOMY Kak
MeCTa BPEMEHHOr0 MPOXXKMBAHUS MEHSIAA MHOIO pas M
noA0OHOE «CO3BYUME» HEMHOIO YIPOLLAAO ee Npedbl-
BaHME B YY>KOM «THE3AE», KOTOPOE XMTPast AUCMLIA MAa-
HMpPOBaAa Pa3opuUTb B OAMXKaNLLIEe Bpems. MoLleHHMLA
pacrioAaraAa K cebe cTapaTeAbHOCTbIO M YUYTUBOCTbIO,
MOYTM Cpa3y CTAHOBUAACh AOOUMULIEN B AOMAX, M BCE
LUAO TAAQAKO, HO MHOTAQ BO3HMKAAM U MPENsSTCTBUS:
Harnpumep, B BUAE HeAOOpoXKeAaTeAel, NPUCTaAbHO
HabAIAQIOLLMX 3a HEW.
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