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ITo 3emne 6poou, 20e xoueuv,
Xoueuwiv — k 36e30am ynemart,
JTuwiv npouty: Hu OHem, HU HOULIO
Tot menst He noxudaii.

JTuwiv npouty: Hu HA MUHymY,

Tot menst ve noxudati,

To, umo muvi — moe OvixaHve,
Huxkoeda He 3a6v18aii.

Hep6enes JI.






ITPOAOT

B omHOMeECTHOII ITanaTe Ha 6OIbHMYHON KOIIKE JIeXKasa KeH-
I[VHA JIeT IIATUAECATH. B TOT ieHb y Hee He OBLIO ITOCeTUTEIeI.
JJoudka ¢ 39TeM HaXOAVINCh Y €€ TIOCTE/IN BCI0 ITOCTIEJHIOI0 Hefie-
JII0, I BUepa >KEeHIIVHA HAaCTOsI/Ia Ha TOM, YTOOBI OHU C'he3IVIIN
moMolt 1 otmoxHyu. OHa He BUieNa CMbIC/IA B X TOCTOSAHHOI
oneke. Bpaun moppep>xuBanyu ee 3M0poBbe KaK MOITIA. 3Banu
3Ty >XeHIMHY Enena.

«Barre ceppiie M3HOIIEHO TaK, OYATO BaM CTO JIET, ¥ CKOJIBKO
BBI €llle IPOKMBETE, TOYHO He CKaKeT HMKTO. Hy>kHa onepanua
10 Iepecajike. ITO eAVHCTBEHHBIN HIaHC», — MOJENINIICA C Hell
Kap[MOJIOT HaeluHe.

Ha pguax, noroBopus ¢ moukon, EjleHa Hammcama OTKas OT
laIbHEVIIIIeTO JIeYeHM s, VI HayTPO ee Mo00OeIay BbIIICATb.

C pgBaguaTy BOCbMM /IeT OHA BOCINTBIBA/NA CBOIO IE€BOYKY
opHa. lop Hasaz JInina BbIIA 3aMY>K 3a XOPOILETO MapHA, KO-
TOPBIIT O4Y€Hb ee TIOUT U UCKpeHHe 3ab0TuTcs o Heit. [ToaTomy
Enena, Habmofas 3a MOMTOIBIMY, TIPUIIIA K PELIEHNUIO, YTO Te-
nepb MOXeT OBITh CIIOKOJHA 32 HMX ¥l MOXKET CIIOKOITHO YVITH.
Yittu coBceM. Benb ceppie yoke He BbIEPXKUBAIO MYYUTENbHOMN
601 pasyKu ¢ T0OMMBIM.

Ceityac, 1e)ka Ha KOJIKe B HOYHOM THUIIMHE 60JIbHUYHOIN I1a-
JIaTbl, OHA BCIIOMIHAJIA IIEPBYI0 BCTPEYY CO CBOUM JII0OVMBIM.

B TOT leHDb OHa cremmIa Ha MEepPBbI 9K3aMEH B BBIITYCKHOM
Kmacce. IlepexxmBajna Tak CMJIIBHO, 4YTO IIOCTOSIHHO HAaKaTbIBa-
folasi c1aboCTh OTAABaNach APOXKbIO 1O BceMy Teny. CumbHOe
BOJIHEHME CTAjI0 BUMHOW TOMY, 4YTO, HOJONMJA K IIEIIEXOJHOMY



Iepexoy, OHa BIIEPBbIe HE IOCMOTpena Ha cBetodop. Ilpu-
1UIa B cebs OT AMKOTO BY3TAa TOPMO3OB IPy30BOTO aBTOMOO-
7151, HeCYIIerocs mpsAMo Ha Hee. Horu cioBHO mpupocin K ac-
¢danpry. MammnHa 0CTaHOBUIACH, TAIIb TOJIKHYB ee 6aMIIepoM,
1 OT ToM4Ka JIeHa mpocTo IIJIeNHy/Iach Ha 3eMJII0, HO OT UCITyTa
C71Ie3bl TPAJIOM IOTEK/IM U3 ee I71a3. XJIOMHY/IA ABEepLa, U K Heil
KMHY/ICA MOJIOF0¥i ITapeHb, 110 NIy KOTOPOTo TeK/aa KpoBb. He
obpaijast BHUMaHNA Ha CBOIO PaHY, OH ITOJCKOYWJI K Hell, T0CTa-
BIJI HA HOTY Y, OBICTPO OLYIIbIBAask PyKM ¥ HOTY, CIIPOCWIL:

— I'me 60mut? Hy e, MaybIIIKa, CKaX, Iie 60IbHO?

Chavana ee yauBuao obpauenne. «Manbika». Ho 3arem
OHa IOHJIA, YTO IO CPAaBHEHUIO C ITApHEM OHa JIeMICTBUTETbHO
MasieHbKas1. OH ObIT BBICOKOTO POCTa, KAK MUHUMYM MeTP JieBs-
HOCTO, C XOPOIIO Pa3BUTOI CIIOPTUBHON (UTYpPOIl, HETIOCTYIII-
HBIM €XKMKOM PYCbIX BOTIOC, 04€Hb KPAaCHMBBIMM KapVYMM ITIa3aMU
VI TEMHBIMU OPOBSIMM, OffHa U3 KOTOPBIX CM/IbHO KpoBuita. OHa
K€ CO CBOMM MeTPOM LIEeCTbeCAT [IeJICTBUTE/TbHO Ka3aaach ps-
IOM C HUM MEJIKMM HeflopasyMeHueM. HeBeposTHOe cmy4naoch
VMIMEHHO B TOT MMI, KOIZIa MX I7Ia3a BCTPeTMINCh. Bce mpouc-
Xofifllee CTajo HeBaXHbIM. OHM IPOCTO CTOSAMN, JepKach 3a
PYKM, ¥ CMOTpeN IPYT Ha Jipyra. Bormpockl mojocnesuero mo-
JIMLEVICKOTO TIPMBEIN UX B ce0s, M OHM ellle Ie/bIX AeCsITb MU-
HYT YOeX/laly TOro, YTO HUKTO He ITOCTPAfial ¥ HU Y KOTO HeT
npeTeH3uii. 3aTeM IapeHb NofiBe3 JIeHy K IIKoje — OHa Jlaxe
He OII03/1a/Ia Ha 9K3aMeH U CJjaJia ero ¢ 671eCKOM, XOTs II0TOM He
MOI7Ia BCIIOMHUTD, KaK 1 Ha KaKye BOIPOCHI OTBevasa. Boiitas
13 IIKOJIbI Cpa3y IOC/Ie C/lauM 9K3aMeHa, OHa yBU/JIe/Ia, YTO Ia-
PeHb TepIIe/INBO JOXKUAAETCA ee Ha JIABOUYKe.

C aToro gHsA OHM OBUIM Hepas3my4YHbI. DK3aMeHbI OHa C/jaBa-
J1a XOpOILO, 11 IoOMa O HOBOM 3HAaKOMOM He ITofio3peBanin. Enena
Bcerfa 6buIa JoMalHest feBoyKkoil. OueHb CUMIIATUYHAs BHEII-
He, OHA TpUBJIeKa/a BHUMaHMA MaJIbuMIIeK, HO CIbl/Ia Helo-
Tporoii. Hy He HpaBuINCh €l MX TOTHBIE JIaJJOHM, HEYK/TIIOKIE
yXa)KMBaHNsA, IONBITKY IOTUCKATb €€ B MOfbe3fe, 1 IO3TOMY
OHa IPeANOYNTaIa CUAETD JOMA 1 YATATh KHUTH. TeM 60mbImm



YEAQpOM JUIA ee CTPOTOro OTI[a, MOCKOBCKOI'O YITHOBHMKA BBIC-
IIETO PaHra, MMEIOLIEro IUIaHbl Ha Oyfyliee CBOeN eIMHCTBEH-
HOJI JJo4epy, CTAJIO TOsIB/IeHNe Ha TI0POTe ero KBapTUPBI aphl,
KOTOpasi CyMesia JJOBECTM €ro Jjo OelleHCTBa BCero ofHo ¢dpa-
3011: « MBI TI06MM PYT APYTa ¥ XOTUM ObITb BMECTe».

MO>XHO [OIro BCIOMMHATD, KaK OTel] KpUdaa U OfjapuBas
HeJIECTHBIMY SNUTETaMM 000X MOJIOZIBIX, KaK I'PO3WJI ¥ IIPUKa-
3piBaj1. Co0OpasmB, YTO OH He MOYKET IOB/IMATD Ha VX pelleHle,
IPOCTO BBITHAJI, PACCUMTHIBAS, YTO, IPUBBIKIIAS K JOCTATKY,
J04b, He BBIJEPXKaB U HEeJle/N, BEPHETCS JIOMOIL.

JTro6umoro Jlensl 3Bamyu AJIeKCaHAPOM, HO OHA BCeria obpa-
anach K Hemy Arekc. Befp B TOT epBblIii pas, ¢ mepemnyra, oHa,
3aMKasCh, HUKAK He MOIJIA IIPOM3HECTH €r0 ITOTHOE VM, BBIXO-
[INTIO ¥ Hee TONIBKO AJIEKC... BOT TaK IOTOM M OCTaloCh. AJlek-
caHpp ObUI HeTOMOBCKMM NapHeM. PaboTan modepom.

[TepBoe BpeMs OHV CHMMaIU KOMHATY, OBIIO OYEHb TSXKETIO.
Ony paboTay U 3a09HO yumIuch. Yepes fBa rofa y HUX pOau-
J1ach OYEHbKa, ¥ CTasIO ele TpyAHee. Ho 3aTo cCKO/IbKO c4acThA
6110 B X MajieHbKoII ceMbe! Kak Tombpko popmmace JIns, mo-
JIOIBIM Hayasa OTKPBITO, He oOpallias BHUMaHMs Ha OTIA, I10-
Morarb Mama EjreHbl.

Ho Bcmomunanock ceitgac Eene BoBce He 3TO, a TaCKOBBIE,
3a00T/MBBIE PYKM MyXKa. MaeHbkre OYKeTUKM 3aIlbl/IeHHBIX
IPUIOPOXKHBIX IIBETOB, KOTOpble OH IIPMHOCWUJI €Il BedepoM,
BO3Bpallasich ¢ paborsl. To, Kak OH BCTaBajI 10 HOYAM K JJOUKe,
fiapsi eif BO3MOYXHOCTBD ITOCIIATh JIMIIHMI YaCOY€eK, KaK TOMOTaJl
TOTOBUTBCA K 9K3aMEHaM B MIHCTUTYTe, KaK yCIIOKayBaJI, yKauu-
Bas I ee, U IOUKY Ha PyKax, C KaKoJi 11000BbI0 BCEIia CMOTPe/N
ero Iasa.

Ceppe ne)xalieyl Ha KpoBaTy >KEHIVHBI CAABIUIO OT OO/,
IPUITY BOCIOMYHAHNA, HalloOMMHaoye o ee morepe. O Tom,
KaK II03/[Hell OCEHbIO, B HECATYIO TOLOBIVHY UX CBafbOBI, OH
He IIpUILIeT BeYepOM JOMOIL, a ee Cepplie 3ajefieHesIo, IOYyB-
cTBOBaB Oeny. Kak B moymmumy He XOTeny IpUHMMATD 3asiBIe-
HIle O TIPOIIaXKe MY»Ka, IOBTOPSIS, 4TO, MOJI, TI0 6abaM IIIAeTCs.



Teto MOIOZOro MY>KYMHBI HAILI/IV BECHO B PeKe, ¥ OLIO3HATh
€ro OHa CMOIJIa JIMIIb [10 YacaM Ha PyKe, KOTOpbIe TOJapuIa eMy
Ha JIeHb POXK/IeHNs1, @ B KapMaHe ero pyOaliky 4y oM COXpaHu-
J1ach KOPOOOUKa C 30JI0TBIMU CEPEKKaMU, KOTOPbIE OH, BUJIVIMO,
IPUTOTOBWI eJi KaK MOJApPOK Ha rofjoBLIMHY. PacciefmoBaHue
[I0Ka3aJI0: OH B TOT JIeHb CIIacasl JBOUX J€Tell, YIIaBIINX B JIefIs-
HYI0 BoAy. VIX-To OH cmac, a cam 1oru6.

BoT 1 >k1j1a OHa C TeX MOpP TOMBKO IS JOUEePU 1 SK/jasa, IIOKa
HACTYIUT BPeMs, I MOXXHO OyZeT OTIIPaBUThCs BCTIEN 3a HUM.
V BOT mouka cyacT/INBa, a ee Cepiiie BCKOpe ocTaHOBUTCS. Ere-
Ha TOTOBA YMTH.

Huxkorzma 1 HUKOMy He paccKasbIBaza OHa O TOM, KaK Ha CO-
POKOBOJI IeHb IIOC/Ie ICYe3HOBEHVIS My>Ka FTOBOPWIA C HUM II0-
clemHMIT pa3. B TOT Beyep, HalTaKaBIINCh, OHA 3aCHY/IA B Kpec-
JIe Y IPOCHY/IACh OT JIETKOTO MOIIa)KMBAHYA 110 TOJIOBE VM TUXNUX
CJIOB:

«Manenbkas Mosi, mpocTu MeHst, mpoctu! IIpocTu 3a T0, 4TO
g ocTaBuUI TEOA!»

Eit mokasamoch, 4TO OH CTOMT BO3jie Kpecaa Ha KOJEHSX
M CIe3bl BIIEPBbBIE KATATCSA U3 €ro I7a3. 3aTeM, IOIeNIOBaB ee
Ha/IbYMKM Ha PYKaX, OH ITOJHSJICS C KOJIEH U Jo0aBuI:

«He MoxeT 6bITD, 4TOOBI HaM OBLIO OTIIYLIEHO TaK MAJIO Bpe-
MeHN. 51 Oyzy >kpaThb Te0s1 1 06s13aTeNIbHO Halily. Mbl elnje Oyzem
CYACT/IUBbBI».

Oma He ycrena OTBETUTb, He YCIIe/Ia HUYETO U IIOHs/IA OJHO:
ero yxe Het B uBbIX. OH OyKBa/IbHO pacTasil B BO3AyXe, HO
C TOV1 TIOpbI KpoMe 60y y Hee ObUTa HaJieXX/a. 32 BOCIIOMIHA-
HUAMM OIIATH HAKaTuU/Ia OO/Ib.

YTpom MezicecTpa, 3amieniiasi K 601bHOI CKa3aTh, 4TO 3a HEMl
IpUexay, Hallla ee y)ke MepTBoil. Ha ypuBuTensHo nmomorno-
JieBILIEM JIMIle YMepIleil COXpaHWIAch IOCTENHASA B ee XKU3HU
y/IbIOKa.



I'NABA 1

AnexcaBenp YepHblit Bce 6onblie u Gompiue 3mmiacs. Emy
CPOYHO HY)XHO OBUIO IIONIOJTHUTH HaOOp HEOOXOAVMBIX €My
TpaB, HO CTapblil allTeKapb, KaK ¥ BCe >KUTENM, IOIJIeICS CMO-
TPeThb Ka3Hb BEJbMbI Ha LIEHTPA/IbHOM IToany. Bugumo, npu-
feTcA UATU Tyfia )K€, HaliT¥ CTaporo MpoNloXy UM IPUBOIOYb
€r0 Ha3aJl B JIABKY, IHaye 113 9TOT0 IIbIJIBHOTO TOPOJVILIKY OH Ce-
rofiHA He yneTUT. Bce 9T UX BebMBbI U X Ka3HM ITOXOXKM OfHA
Ha apyryo. HaxopaT Mononyo TpaBHUIY, BMEHAIOT €ii B BUHY
cMepTh OOBHOTO — U BCe, fIefI0 CAemaHo. BonmokyT nop miern,
OKUTAIOT Ha KOCTPE, M €CTb y HEro IOfI03peHNE, YTO IMEHHO
B 3TOM TOpOJie He 3ps 32 IOC/IeHME [ecCATb €T HaXO#AT yXKe
TpeTbio BegbMy. He cTapbiil i TpaBHMK AKOB yOMpaeT TakuM
00pa3soM KOHKYPEHTOK? Y>k OO/IbHO JJOXO[JHOE JIe/IO €To eIVH-
CTBEHHAs B 3TOM IOpOfie alTeKa.

AJeKcaBenb CTPEMUTENIbHO ABUTAJICA IO YINUIle, U JIIOOU,
OLIYIIAst €r0 CUIY U HeZOBOIbCTBO, CTPEMIINCH OBICTPO YITH
C Iy TH. Y>Ke IOAXOAA K IJIOLaZiM, OH yC/IbILIaI PaJOCTHbIE KPU-
KJ IJIyTIBIX, OXOYMX JO 3PEe/INIL JIOANIIEK, He IOHMMAIOIINX,
4TO TO, YTO OHU JIe/Ial0T, IPMHOCUT Bpefi M camuM. Ilo 3akony
IPAaKOHbBI MOITIM BMEUIIAThCA B Je/Ia JIOfIeNl TOJbKO B KpaliHEM
cay4ae. Bor n mpuxopunoch eMy 06X0auTh Takye COOBITUA CTO-
POHOIA, 1a ¥ He CMJIBHO MHTEPEeCOBa/IM TPEXCOTIETHETO JpaKoHa
Jleia JIIoTela.

OcTaHOBMBINNCH HA Kpalo IJIOWa/iY, OH Hada/l BHYMATE/IbHO
OIJIA/IbIBATD TOJIITY, MIIIA B3IJLALOM CTApOro anrtekaps. bonee BbI-
COKUII POCT 1 MOILJHOE TeJIOCTIOKEHNE IaBalll €My 3HAUNUTe/lb-



HOe IIPEeMMYILEeCTBO HaJ| IPUCYTCTBYIOIUMM. [IHHas yepHas
KOca, OPOBM B pasjieT, OCTpbIe CKY/IbI, YePHBIE, C TOPALIVMU
VICKOPKaMJl BOKPYT BEPTMKAJIbHOIO 3payka, I7la3a M XMIHAsd
YXMBUIKa, JeMOHCTPYPYIOLIAsA MOAB/IAIONINECS B pasiparkeHNn
K/IBIKY, HYI Y KOTO He BBI3bIBA/Ii COMHEHUIT B TOM, YTO OHU BI-
AT Heper; co6011 IpefcTaBUTeNs YePHBIX JPAKOHOB.

3aMeTuB HY>KHOT'O €My CTapyKa BO3JIe pasroparollerocs Ko-
cTpa, AjleKcaBesb y>ke coOpacs ABUHYTbCA 32 HUM, KaK BIPYT
€ro BHIMaHIe IIPYBJIEK/IO IPONCXOAAIIee Ha IVTOMaAN. Y CTON-
6a, 00710’)keHHOTO OONBIIVMI BsI3aHKaMM XBOPOCTa, OblIa mpu-
Bs3aHA [IEBYIIKA CO CBET/NIO-PYCHIMU BOJOCAaMM U XPYIIKOI
¢urypkoit. [la u [eBYIIKOil ee Ha3BaTb MOYXHO ObUIO JIUIIb
¢ OOJIBILION HATSKKON — Y>K OONbHO MajIeHbKas M Xy[eHbKas
oHa ObUTa. Brarogaps cBoemy 3peHMIO IPaKOH XOPOLIO BUEN
ee VICIIOJIOCOBaHHbIe PYKY U HOTH, CIITHE HaBepHAKA JOCTAIOCh
eme 6orbire. [onoBa ObUIa OIyIeHa Ha TPYAb, M OHA ceifdac
ABHO LIEBe/TbHY/IACh, @ Beflb 0OBIYHO JKepTBa Iornbasna ele npu
nopke. JTa ke ellje OblIa XXVBA.

[TopasuBincsy ee XuBydecTu, AneKcaBenb YepHbIi JBUHYII-
Cs B CTOPOHY aIlTeKaps, ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT IIaMsA KOCHY/IOCh HOT
JIeBYYIIKIL, ¥ OHA IIPUIIA B ceOs1, 00Bea BceX B3I/IALOM U IIPO-
M3HeCa:

— He 6yzmer 6onble yfaun B BalleM ropofie, 1 KU3HU He
Oyzer.

A mmams yxe 06xurasno ee 60cple HOKKI. Heckonbko MUHYT
OHa MOJYaja, IOTOM U3 ee TOpJia BBIPBAJICA Oe3yMHBbIN KPUK
007111, ITOC/Ie KOTOPOTO OHA ITPOKpIYaIa:

— Hy rge xe 181, Anekc?! — VI cpasy nocne saToro norepsna
CO3HaHIe.

OTOT KpUK CIOBHO MOJIHMEV IPOH3MI JPAaKOHA, IOACTEr-
HYJI €r0 TPaHC(HOPMALVIO, U BOT Y>Ke CIYCTS MUT He IUIOI[a/iu
TBOPU/IOCH 4TO-TO HeBeposTHoe! IToutu B camoii ee cepefuHe
BO3HMK OIPOMHBIN YEPHBIl PAKOH, €0 KPbl/Ibs, paclaxHyB-
LIVCh, IIOHAIN TAKOM IIbIJIEBOV CMEPY, YTO OH Cpa3y IOracuil
IIaMsA KOCTPA, @ BCeX, KTO HAXOAW/ICA C/IMIIKOM OM3KO, Ipo-
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