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Bort 4ro: BEIIAM THI, YeOBeUe, B ACHYIO HOYb M3 CBOECH XaThl, a €Ile JIydmre 3a
CeJlo, Ha IPHUrOpoYeK, M IIOCMOTPH Ha HeOo u Ha 3emurto. [TocMoTpH, Kak 10 HeOy
XOZUT SICHBIN MECSIIl, KaK MHTAIOT M HCKPSTCS 3BE3/Ibl, KaK BCTAIOT OT 3€MIIU JIETKHE
Ty4H 1 OpeyT Kyia-To OJ(Ha 3a APYTOi, OyATO 3armo3aable CTPAHHUKH HOYHOIO JI0PO-
TOM... A JIec CTOUT 3aKOJIIOBAHHBIN U CIIyIIaeT, KAKUE Yaphl BCTAIOT B HEM C IIOIyHO-
YH, a COHHAs pedKa OeXKUT, U )KyPUIHT, U O0pPMOUET YTO-TO HANOSPEKHBIM siBopaM. ... 1
CKa>X# Tbl MHE IOCJIE 3TOr0, 4€ro TOJBKO, KaKUX YyA€C HE MOXET CIIYyUUTLCAd BOH B
9TOH GOXKBEH XaTKe, YTO JIIO[M HA3BIBAIOT OCIIBIM CBETOM?

Bce Moxer ciayuuTbes. BoT ¢ 3HAKOMBIM MOMM, HOBO-KaMEHCKUM MEJIBHHKOM,
TOXKE pa3 MPHUKIIOYMIAcCk UcTopus... Ecam BaM ellle HUKTO HE paccKa3bIBal, Tak f,
NOXKaITyH, paccKaky, TONBKO YK BBl He TpeOyiiTe, 4TOOBI s IIOOOXKHIICS, YTO TO BCE
npaBaa. Hu 3a uto He HO60)KyCI:, IIOTOMY YTO XOTh CJIbIXaJI 1 €€ OT CaMOro MEJIbHUKA,
a BCE-TaKH U JI0 CHX MOp He 3Ha0: OBLIO 3TO Ha CAMOM JIeJie WK He ObLIO. ..

Hy, na yx 6bu10 MiIu He ObLIO, a PacCKa3bIBaTh HAMO0, KaK ObLIO.

Pa3 Beuepom, mocne BeuepHeii ciay:x0s1 B HoBoit-KameHke, — a MenbHHIA OT cena
BEpCTax JTaK B IOJIYTOpax, He Oojiee, — MEJIBHHUK BEPHYJICS K cebe YTO-TO He OYeHb
B yXxe. A oTuero Obl eMy OBITh HE B JAyXe, 3TOTO OH M CaM TOJKOM He cka3an Obl. B
LIEPKBH BCE IIUIO KaK CIEMyeT, U Halll MeJIbHHK, FOpPJIaH He U3 MOCICIHNUX, YATa Ha
KJIMPOCE TaK TPOMKO J1a TaK OBICTPO, YTO U IIPUBBIYHBIC JIFOAU YAUBILUINCE. "BoT Kak
YeIIeT, BpaKUH ChIH, — FOBOPIIIM JOOPBIE JIIOJM C BEIMKUM PEIINEeKTOM!, — XOTb OBl
TeOe OIHO CI0BO HOHITH MOXKHO ObL10. UnCTOE KOJIECO: BEPTUTCA-KATUTCS, U 3HACIIb,
YTO €CTh B HEM CITHI[BI, a MOIH-Ka, YIISM XOTh OJHY. Tak COT M OH YUTAET: pedb Kak
KOBaHOE KOJIECO I10 KaMHIO TPEMUT, a CJI0BAa HUKAK HE yXBaTHUIIb".

A MENBHHK CITyIIal, 4TO JIFOIH IIPOMEX ceOsl TOBOPAT, M PafoBalCs. YMeN-TaKu
MIOTPYAUTHCS IJIs TOcHoza 6ora; sS35IKOM KaK MHO 310pOBEHHEIN MapyOoK IIeroM Ha
TOKY MOJIOTHJI, TaK YTO JjaXKe B TOpJIe K KOHILY II€PECOXJI0 U OYH Ha JI00 IOJIe3NH.

IMocne ciryx0ObI 6aTiomIKa K cede MeITbHIKA IT03BaJI, YaeM HAITOWII, J1a U TPapUHIHK
C TPAaBHUKOM Ha CTOJI ITOCTABWIIM IOJIHBIN, a co cTona yopanu nyctoi. [locne storo
MeCSI] CTOSIT YK€ BBICOKO HaJ MOJSIMH W 3aIlIIABIBAN B MaJEHBKYIO, HO OBICTPYIO
peuxy KameHky, korjga MeIbHUK BBIIIEN U3 IOMOBCKOIO JIOMa U IOIIEN IO Ceily, K
ceOe Ha MEJIbHHUILY.

W3 cenbcKuxX JIIOAEH KTO y)Ke CIIall, KTO CHJET IIPH CBETE KaraHI[OB B XaTax 3a Be-
qepel‘/'l, a ObLIH U TaKHEC, KOTOPBIX TCIIaA Aa ACHasi OCCHHAA HOYb BEIMaHUJIA HA YIIUILY.
U cunenu cebe crapble oM HA MPU3b0ax (3aBaJIMHKAX), @ MOJIOAbIE IO THIHAMH, B
FyCTOﬁ TCHU OT XaT Jia OT BUIIIHEBLIX CaJI0B, TaK YTO U Pa3IIAJACTh OBLIO HCBO3MOXHO,
1 TOJIBKO TUXHH TOBOP JTIOJCKOI! CIIBIIIAJICS TaM U CSIM, A TO U CeP’KaHHbBIA CMeX HIn
HHOH pa3 — HEOCTOPOXKHBIH mowenyil kakoi-HuOyb MOIOIOU Hapsl... D, Mo 1U
YTO JIETIaeTCs TOPOH B TyCTOM TEHH O] BULITHAMH BOT B TAKYIO SICHYIO []a TETLTYO HOYb!

Ho xoTb MenpHHKY He OBLIO BHHO JIIOAEH, a JIFOAM XOPOIIO BHJEIN MEIbHHKA,
MOTOMY YTO OH IIEJI CaMOI0 CEPEeAMHON YIMIBI 0 Mecsny. M motoMy koe-rae emy
TOBOPHIIN:

— JloOpblii Beuep, rOCIOIMH MEJIbHUK. A He OoT OaTIoIKK JiU BbI 310 uaere? He y
HETO JIM 3aTOCTHIINCH TaK JONITO?

Bce 3Hanu, 4To GoJblie He OT KOTO €My M HITH, HO MEJIBHUKY 3TO OBLIO IPHUSTHO,



Y OH OTBeYaJsl He 0€3 rOpPJOCTH U HE 3aJIepXKUBas IIary:

— Ara, 3aroCTIICA-TaKd HEMHOTO! — U 1elt ce0e Jalblie Mperopaoko NOCTYIbI0.

A MHBIC CHUJIETH TUXOHBKO O]l HABECAMH M TOJBKO KJAJIH, YTOOBI OH MPOLIEI
MOCKOpee U He 3aMeTHI1 OB, 9YT0 OHM TYT. Ho He Takoii ObUT 4eNOBeK MEIBHUK, YTOOBI
MPOWTH MUMO HJIH [T03a0BITh TEX JIFOICH, KOTOPBIC €MY JIOJKHEI 32 MYKY HJIH 33 TOMOIT
WJIM TIPOCTO B3SUIM Y HETO JICHET 3a MpOLeHThl. Hudero, 4To ux mioxo ObUIO BUIHO B
TEHH W YTO OHH MOJTYAIIH, OYITO BOJBI HAOPAH B POT, — MEIbHUK BCE-TAaKH OCTaHAB-
JIUBAJICS. K TOBOPHJI CaM:

— A, 3nopoBerbku ObuH! TyT BEI? MOTYMTE WM HE MOTYHTE, 9TO Kak cede X0-
TUTE, @ MHE TOJDKOK IIPUTIACANTE, TOTOMY YTO CPOK 3aBTPa, YTPOM PAHEHBKO. A sl K 1aTh
HE CTaHy, BOT 4TO!

W nocie 3Toro onsTh 1€ Aajblie 10 YIHULE, U €ro TeHb 0eaa ¢ HUM PsiioM, Ja
Takas 4YepHas-TpeuepHasi, YTO MEJIbHUK, YEIOBEK KHIDKHBIA M BCETa TOTOBBIM MpH
ciTy4ae TOIIEBEIUTh MO3TaMu, yMaJ mpo ceOst:

«Bor kakas yepHasi TeHb, Aaxke ynuBUTeIbHO!.. Ha uenoBeke HaeTa cBUTKa Oernee
MYKH, a THb OT Hee YepHee CaXH. ..»

TyT NOPOBHSAJICS OH C LIMHKOM >KUZA SIHKENs, 4TO CTOSII HA TOPKE, HEAJIEKO YiKE
ot Bele3na. lllabam y:xe KOHYMIICS € 3aKaTOM COJHIIA, HO BCE-TaKH B IIMHKE XO35HHA
He OBLIO, a CHUEN KUIOBCKUI HaliMUT XapbKo, KOTOPBII BCEraa 3aMeHsT STHKeNs U
ero Oaxopeii o madamam 1 B mpa3aHiKd. OH 32)KUTraJl UM CBEYH M IPUHUMAJ CBOUMHU
pYKaMmHu JIEHbIH OT JIFOAEH, TOTOMY YTO JKHIBI — 3TO YK BCEMY CBETY M3BECTHO —
CTPOTO HAOJIONAIOT CBOIO BEPY: HU 32 YTO B IIPA3IHUK HU CBEUCH HE 32XKTyT, HH JICHET
B PYKH He BO3bMYT: rpex! Bce 3T0 3a HUX W nmenan HallMuT XapbKo, H3 OTCTaBHBIX
conyat, a SlHkenb, uiu SIHKenuxa, a To U 0aXOpH TOJNBKO CICAUIH 30PKUMHU OYaMH,
9TOOBI KaK-HUOYIb MATAK WM TaM JIBAJIaTKa BMECTO BBIPYYKH HE IOTANa KaKUM-
HHOY/b cIOCOOOM B KapMaH K XapbKy. « XUTPbIA HapOJ, Oif M XUTPBIH ske! — mogyman
mpo ce0s MebHUK. — YMEIOT U 00Ty CBOEMY YrOOUTh M Tpouiei He ynycTir. [Ja u
Pa3yMHBIH HapOJ, 3TO TOXKE HAJO0 CKa3aTh, — IJe HAmM

OH OCTaHOBWJICS Y BXO/la B LIMHOK, HA IJIOMIAJIKE, KPEIKO YTONTAHHOH MHOXe-
CTBOM JIFOJICKHX HOT, YTO TOJKJIMCH TYT U B 0a3ap, v B IPOCTHIE THH, BCIO HEACITIO, —
U CIIPOCHII:

— Slukens! O, Slakens! JlomMa THI, WK, MOXKET, TEOS HETY?

— Hery, He BunuTe, uro mu? — oTBEYa] HAUMUT U3-3a IIPUJIABKA.

— A tne?

— I'me — B ropone, BoT r11e, — oTBevas HalMUT. — BBl pa3Be He 3HaeTe, Kakoi y
HUX JICHb?

— Kakoii?

— Hom-Kunyp!

«Bot 0060scHMI, Tak 000scHMI!» — MogyMaln npo ceds MENFHHK. A HaJ0 BaM
CKa3aTh, HAUMHT ITOT YENOBEK ObLIT MUCEMEHHBIN U ropablid. JIFoOMI 3aaupaTh HOC
KBEpXy, a 0coOJIMBO Tepen MelbHHKOM. Ha kiupoce uuTal, moXkaiyi, He Xyxke
MEJTBHHKA, TOJBKO YTO TOJI0C UMEN ¢ TPELIMHOM U 3abupan B Hoc. [ToaTomy B «Haco-
cnoBe» eme Mor ¢ @umunmnoM [MmagkuMm TAratecs, a yXK B «AIMOCTONE» HUKAKUM
croco0oM. 3aTo B UeM IPyroM HU 3a 4TO, OBIBAIIO, HE YCTYIHUT. MENbHUK CKa)XeT OHO
CJIOBO, @ OH €My HaBCTpeuy Apyroe. MeabHUK CKaKeT MHOM pa3: «He 3HaI0», 8 HAUMUT
TOTYAC: «a S TaK 3Hao». HenpuaTHbIA yenoBek... BoT u Temeps 3arHyn Takoe ClIoBo,
YTO MEJbHHUK JIAKe MOJI IIAMKOK HOTTSAMH 3aCKpe0, a OH paayeTcs.
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— J1a BbI, MOXKET, U TeNIEPh HE IOTAIAIUCh, KAKOW 3TO JCHb?

— A 4TO MHE U 3HaTh BCSKUI )KUJTOBCKHUH Mpa3HUK! — OTBETHII MEJILHUK C JI0-
cazoil. — Pa3Be s y HUX ciyXKy UM 4TO?

— Besakuit? To-1o BOT U ecTb, uTo He Besikuil! CerofHst y HUX Tako# NpasfaHuK,
YTO TOJILKO Pa3 B rojl U ciyyaercs. J{a eme st BaM CKaxKy: TaKkoro JIpyroro IpasiaHuka
Ha BCEM CBETE HU Yy OJHOTO Hapo/a He ObIBaeT.

— Hy, BbI ckaxere!

— IIpo XanyHa, 1 Aymaro, ¥ BbI CIbIXaJIH.

— A?

MenbHHUK TOJILKO CBUCTHYJI, — KakK e 3TO OH B CaMOM JieNie He joraaaics? — u
3amIAHYJ B OKHO JKHJIOBCKOH XaTbl. Tam, Ha 1oy, OBUIN pa30CTiIaHbl CEHO U TPaBa, B
JIBOMHBIX U TPOMHBIX CBETUJILHUKAX TOpPENIM TOHKHE CalbHbIE CBEYKU-MOKA'HKH U
CJIBIIIANIOCH JKY}¥OKAHWE KaK OYATO OT HECKOJIBKHX 3OPOBEHHBIX, B POCT YETIOBEKa,
muen. To Mosonast, HeZlaBHO B3siTas elle SIHKeNeM, BTopast )KeHa M HECKOJIBKO KUACHSIT,
3aKpBIB TVIa3a M YMOKasi Ty0amH, JKy»>OKadl KaKUe-TO MOJIUTBBI, B KOTOPBIX CJIOBa
CXBATHUTh OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO. OTHAKOXKE OBLIO YTO-TO TAKOE B TOM MOJICHUH YIUBH-
TEJNBHOE: Ka3aJI0Ch, KTO-TO APYTOM CUIAUT BHYTPH JKUIOB, CUINUT U IUIAUET, U IPUYH-
TaeT, BCIIOMHHAET M IPOCUT. A KOro U 0 4eM? — KTo ux 3HaeT! Toipko kKak OyaTo Obl
YK€ HE O IIMHKE U HE O JIeHbrax...

VY MenbHHKA CTajao OT TOM HMIOBCKOW MOJIUTBBI YTO-TO CYMHO Ha AyIle, —H
KYTKO, M kaiako. OH MHeperisiHylCcs ¢ HAailMUTOM, KOTOPOMY TOXKE CIIBINIHO OBLIO
JKYAOKaHUE U3-3a KOPUEMHOM JIBEPH, M CKa3all:

— Mounsites!.. Tak, roBopuiib, SIHKenb oexan B ropoan?

— IMoexau.

— U gro emy 3a oxoTa? Hy, kak ero-to kak pa3 XaryH U HarmHeT?

— To-1o 1 oHo! — oTBeTn HaitMuT. — KalObl Tak Ha MEHS. TO AapOM, YTO S BOE-
BaJI CO BCAKMM 0acypMaHCKHM HapOIOM M HMEIO ME/Iajlb, — a HU 32 KaKue Obl, KaKeT-
cs1, kapOoBaHIbl He moexan. Cuen Obl cede B Xxare, — He0OCh, M3 XaThl HE BHIXBATHT.

— A nouemy? Ecam y KOro cxBaTuTh, TO CXBaTHT U B Xare. [louemy B xare
HeIb3s?

— Iouemy?.. Ecniu BaM HY>KHO BBIOpaTh LIANKY WM XOTSI PYKaBUIIbI, BBl Ky/a 3a
HUMH noiaere?

— Jla HuKyna, KaKk B JIaBKy.

— A mouemy B JIaBKy?

— IloTtoMy 4TO B JJaBKE IANIOK BHIMMO-HEBUAUMO.

— Bot T0-10 1 oHO. [TocMoTpenu Obl BBl TEMEPh B CHHATOTES: TaM TOXE JKUIOB
BuauMo-HeBUIUMO! ToNKyTCS, M1a9yT, KpU4aT Tak, 4TO 10 BCEMY FOPOJLY CIBIIIHO, OT
3aCTaBbl U JI0 3aCTaBbI. A TJI€ TOJIKYH MOUIKApbl TOJTYETCS, Ty/la, U3BECTHO, U NTHLA
netut. Jlypak Ovl 6pu1 1 XamyH, ecid OBl CTajl BMECTO TOTO IO JiecaM Ja 10 cellaM
pBICKaTh ¥ BhICMaTpuBaTh. EMy TOJNBKO OAMH JIEHb B I'OJ U JIa€TCs, a OH OBl €ro Tak
BECh U IIpoJIeTal moHanpacHy. Eiie B KoTopoii IepeBHE eCTh KU/, @ B KOTOPOM, MOXET,
W HE Haiigercs.

— Hy, Takux mano.

— XOTb MaJ1o, a BCE-TaKH. . . IPUTOM, U3 MHOTOJIFOZICTBA U BEIOUpATh MHOTO JIy4ILIE.

O06a 3amomyainu... MeabHUK MoAyMall, YTO OMSTh €r0 HaWMHT 3alIu0 XUTPBIMU
CJIOBAaMH, U €My CTaJIO OIISATHh HENPHUATHO. A M3 OKOH BCE HECIHCH XKY}¥OKaHUE, U IIIa4,
W IPUYUTAHUE KHUJOB.



— Jla 9T0 emie npasna jau? — 3aroBOPUII MEIBLHUK, KOTOPOMY 3aXOTEJIOCH MOIpa3-
HUTH HaiiMuTa. — Moxkert, Tak Jroau Opemryt! OnuH TypeHb COpEXHET, a APYrod u
MTOBEPHUT.

HaiimMuTy 3T c10Ba HE IOHPABHIIHCH.

— Pa3Be 370 51 caMm BbIgyMall, — CKazaj OH, — HJIM MOI1 oTel, uiu cBar... Koraga
9TO U3BECTHO BCEMY KPEIICHOMY HapOzy.

— A BBI ) CaMH 3TO BHAEIH?-3aJJOPHO CIIPOCHI MEITbHUK.

Kora oH BX0oauI1 B a3apT, TO rOBapyuBaJl HHOT/A, YTO HE XOUET 3HATh CAMOTO YOPTa,
MOKa €ro eMy He IMOKaXyT BOT TaK, KaK Ha JaJJOHH. A Telephb OH Kak pa3 ObLI B CAaMOM
azapre.

— A BBI X, — TOBOPUT, — CaMH BUJEIU? A KOTJa HE BUAAJIHU, TO ¥ HE TOBOPUTE,
YTO OHO €CTb, BOT YTO!

Haiimut ciycTun ManeHbKo ronocy u Aaxke uTo-To 3akauuriics. Hy, na He Takoit
— BOJIK €T0 3aelIb! — M OH YeJIOBEeK ObLI, YTOOBI COBCEM CIATHCS.

— Jlrath HE CTaHy, — TOBOPUT, — CaM HHKOrIa He Buias. Hy, a BbI, rocroauH
MEINBHHUK, Koraa-HuOyns Kues Bunenn?

— Her, e Buzen, Toxe aratb He Oy1y.

— A OH-TaKH €CTbh, XOTb BBl €r0 M HE BUIAIH. TYT YK MEJIBHHK Ha TaKkoe SCHOE
CJIOBO COBCEM BBUIYIHJI IJ1a3a.

«Bort uto mpaBxa, To mpaBaa, — MOTyMal OH, — Taku KueB ecTh, XOTh 5 ero He
BUjal... BUIHO, Hajo BepUTh, KOra J00pkIe J1tonu roBopsit. — Hy, xopomo... Ot
KOTO K BBI 3TO CJIbIIIAIH?

— ba! ot xoro? A BbI ot koro npo Kues cibixanu?

— Tro-r0! Hy, 1 s13b1Kk y Bac!.. Uucrast OputBa, 4T00 €My OTCOXHYTh!

— Heuero moemy 513Ky OTCHIXaTh... Eciu Bce roBOpAT, TO, 3HAUHT, paBna. He
Obu1a OBl MPaBJia, TO BCE HE TOBOPHJIM ObI, @ TOBOPHIIH ObI OJIHU TOJBKO OPEXYHBI. ..

— Tedy! Jla ocTaHOBHCH ThI XOTh Ha OMHY MUHYTY! 51 % y>K€ M caM BHXY, YTO HE
B TOT MEPEYJIOK 3aBEPHYI... A TOJBKO 51 O XOTEN 3HATh, OTKYJa OHA B3sJIach, TaKas
JIIOJICKAsi HAMOJIBKA. . .

— A OTTy&a | B3sU1acCh, 4TO 3TO KX roJ ObiBacT. UTo OBIBacT, O TOM H JIIOIU
TOBOPSIT, a 4ero He ObIBAaeT, O TOM ¥ FTOBOPHUTH HE CTOUT...

— A, BOT uenoBek Kakoii! Ckakvi MHE, HAKOHEII, YTO K TaKoe ObIBAcT, BOT 4TO!

— Dre-re, Tak, BUIHO, BbI U 3TOTO HE 3HAETE, UTO ObIBAET B CYAHBIH JAEHB?..

— 3Hai, To 6 ¥ He crpammBai. Clblily JaBHO, —IIIOAN OONTAIOT, BOT KaK U ThI:
XarmyH, XarmyH, a B Kakoi pa3ym 3T0 TOBOPHUTCS, U HE 3HAIO.

— Tax ObI cpa3y ¥ TOBOPWIIM, UTO HE 3HaeTe... Eciu Xo-ueTe 3HaTh, TakK 5 U pac-
CKaXy, IIOTOMY YTO s TOOBIBAJI-TAKH Ha CBETE, HE TO YTO BB S U B ropoje )KUBaJ HE
10 OJTHOMY TOJY, U Y )KHJIOB HE MEPBBII pa3 CIyKYy.

— A He rpex Tebe? — yCOMHHIICS MENbHUK.

— Jlpyromy KoMy rpex, a congary Bce MoxkHo! Ham takast u Oymara BbliaeTcs.

— Pa3Be uro Oymara...

Tlocne 3toro yxe conmar pacckasal MENBHHKY JAPYKETIOOHO BCIO MpaBay Mpo
XarmyHa 1 1po TO, KaK OH B 3TOT JICHb €)KETr0J[HO XBaTAET I10 OJHOMY KHIY.

XaryH, HaJlo ¥ BaM CKa3aTb, KOTJIa BBl HE 3HAETE, €CTh OCOOCHHBIN TaKO! KUIOB-
ckuii yopt. OH, CKa)keM, BO BCEM OCTaJbHOM IMOXO0X W Ha HALIETO YOpTa, TAKOH ke
YEepHBIA U C TAKAUMH K€ POTaMH, ¥ KPbUIbsl Y HETO, KaK Y 30POBEHHOTO HETOIBIPS
TOJIbKO HOCHT IIEHCHI J1a €pPMOJIKY M CHITy UIMEEeT HaJl OAHUMHU xujamu. [loBcrpeuaiics
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€MY Hall 6paT, XpUCTUAHUH, XOTh O CaMYIO IOJIHOYb, FJIG—HI/I6y[[B B ITYCTBIPE UJIU XOTh
HaJI CaMbIM OMYTOM, OH TOJIEKO YOEKHT, KaK MyINKBast cobaka. A HaJl JKHIAMH TaeTCs
€My BOJISI: K&KIbIi TOJl BEIOMpAET cebe Mo OHOMY M YHOCHT. ..

51 5TOr0-TO BOT BEIOOpA M HA3HAYAETCSI HOM-KUITYD, CYAHBIN AeHb. JKuIb! 3a1011-
IO YK€ JI0 TOTO JIHS MOJIATCSI, TUIa4yT, PBYT Ha ceOe OICK/IY U IaKe FOJOBBI 3a4EM-TO
00chInaroT 30510# U3 nedku. Ilepen BeuepoM BCe MOIOTCS B PEUKE WITH Ha CTaBax?, a
KaK 3aiJIeT CONHIIE, UAYT OCTHATH B CBOIO HIKOIY>, M YK KAKOW OTTYAa KPUK CJIBIIINT-
csl, TaK U He MpUBEIM OOT: Bce OPYT B I0JIOC, & IVIa3a OT CTpaxa 3aKphIBAaoT... A yxke
B 3TO BpeMsi, KaK TOJBKO HEOO TOTaCHET M CTaHEeT Ha HeM BEYEPHss 3Be3a. XaIyH
BBIJICTACT M3 CBOETO MECTa U BHETCSI HAJl IIIKOJIOH, U B OKHA ObET KPBLIIOM, M BBICMAT-
puBaet cebde 100b9y. Ho BOT Korza yke HacTOSsIIIMK CTpax HamagaeT Ha KHUIOB, TaK
3TO B CaMyl MOJHOYb. OHM HAPOYHO 3QXKUTAOT BCE CBEYHM, YTOOBI HE OBLIO TaK
JKYTKO, ITaJIAf0T BCE Ha IOJ M HAYMHAIOT KPUYaTh, Kak OyATO MX KTO pexeT. 1 xorma
OHH TaK JIS)KAT U HaJ[PhIBAIOTCS, XaIyH, KaK OOJIBIION BOPOH, BJIETAECT B TOPHHILY; BCE
CITBIIIIAT, KAK OT €T0 KPBUILEB XOJIO/ UAET 0 CEPLiaM, a TOT, KOTOPOTO OH BEICMOTPEI
paHee, YyBCTBYET, KaK B €TO CITHHY BITUBAIOTCS YOPTOBBI KOITH. A! pacckassiBatk 00
3TOM U TO Jlake MOPO3 110-3a IIKYpOil Mpoiiner, a kakoBo-To 6exHOMY xuay!.. Camo
c00010, —KpUYHUT BO Bce Topio. Hy, 1a KTO TyT yCHBININT, KOTa U BCE TOXE TAJIIAT,
Kak cymacireanme? A MOXKET, KTO U3 COCEJICH U CIBIIINT, TAK YTO K TYT JeNaTh, —
paz, 4To He eMy BhIIasa 3Jast Jois!..

Haiimut Xapbko caM cibIxall He OJJMH pa3, Kak [ocje TOro B MECTEUKe Pa3HOCHII-
Cs1 3BYK TPYOBI, J1a TAKOI 3BOHKHH, )KaJI00HBII U MTPOTHKHBIN. .. DTO CITY’KKa U3 IKOJIBI
Ha MPOIIAHKE TPYOUT BIOTOHKY CBOeMy OeHOMY Opary, MeXIy TeM Kak Jpyrue Ha-
JIEBAIOT B MEpeJHEH «IaTBIHKW» (IIOTOMY YTO B IIKOJIy BXOJST B OfHHMX UYJIKax) U
THXO PaCXOAATCS MO JIOMaM.

Bugen Takke Xappko, KaK OHH OCTAHABIMBAIKUCH KydyKaMd MPOTUB MECSIA U
0OpPMOTaJIM YTO-TO, U MOJABIMAIIMCH HA LIBIMOYKH, TSI B HOYHOE HE0O... A B 3TO
BpEMsi, KOTIa yKe BCE J0 OJHOTO Pa3oiayTCsl, Ha MOy B IIEpEIHEH KOMHATE CUPOTIIH-
BO CTOMT ce0e mapa «MaTbIHKOBY» U MJIET CBOCTO X03s1HA. .. D! CKOJIIbKO ObI HY JKJaJa,
HUKOTJA He TOXKIETCS, TIOTOMY YTO B 9TOT 4Yac HaJ IOJISIMH W JIECAMU, HaJ TOPaMH,
ApaMu U JO0JIMHaMU XanyH TalIUT XO341MHa NAaTbIHKOB I10 BO31yXY, B3MaxXuBas KPbLIbs-
MH ¥ XOPOHSCh OT XpHUCTHAHCKOTO Iia3a. Paj, mMpOKIATHIN, Korna HOYb BBITALET 00-
JaYHas ]a TEMHas. A €XKeJU TUXas Ja sCHas, KaK BOT CETOHSI, YTO MECSIII CBETHUT HU30
BCEX CHUJI, TO, TOXKAJyH, HAIPACHO YEPTIKA M TPYIbl IPHHUMA. . .

— A nouemy? — CpOCHII MEJIbHHUK.

— A OTOMY, YTO BOT BUMTE BbI: CTOUT JIFOOOMY, JAXKE U HE XUTPOMY, KPEILIECHOMY
YeJIOBEKY, XOTh OBI M BaM, HAaIIpUMep, KPUKHYTh yepTsike: «Kuab! 310 MOe!»-0H ToTHac
)K€ M BBIITYCTHT XKH/a. 3aTPENbIXaeT KPbUTAMH, 3aKPUYHT )KATOOHO, KaK MOJCTPENICH-
HBII IIYIAKY, ¥ TIOJIETUT ceOe Jajblie, OCTaBIINCH Ha BECh TOA 0€3 IMTOXKHBEL A KU
ymajeT Ha 3eMJIr0. XOPOIIIO, €CIIM HE BHICOKO MaIaTh WM YTOAUT B OOJIOTO, HA MATKOE
MeCTO. A TO BCE paBHO, IpoNaaeT 0e3 BCIKOM Moib3bl... Hu cede, HU vopTy.

— Bor Tak mryka! — cka3aj MEJIbHUK B Pa3IyMbH U CO CTPAaXOM IMOIVIAJCT Ha
He00, C KOTOPOTo MECSII ACHCTBUTEIBHO CBETHI U30 Beel Moun. He6Go Obu1o uncTo, u
TOJNIEKO MEXIY JIYHOIO H JIECOM, YTO YEPHEJICS BAIHU 33 PEYKOi, IPOBOPHO JIETENO
HeOonbIoe 00J1auKo, Kak TeMHas myinHka. O0inako, kKak 001ako, HO BOT 4TO IOKa3a-
JIOCh MEJFHUKY HEMHOTO CTPAaHHO: KaXKHCh, U BETPY HET, M JIMCT Ha KyCTaX CTOUT —
HE [IEJIOXHETCsI, KaK 3aKOJIJIOBAHHbI, a 00JIaKO JIETHT, KaK ITHUIIA U PSMO K TOPOJLY.
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— A noraauTe-Ka, 9To s BaM MOKaXy, —CKa3aJl MEIbHUK HaliMUTY.

Tot BBIIIEN U3 MIMHKA U, ONEPIINCH CITHHOM 0 KOCSK, CKa3al XJIaJHOKPOBHO:

— Hy, Tax uto x? Hauuiu, 4yto nokassiBath: o0nak, Tak u oonax! bor ¢ Hum. ..

— Jla BBI MOIIISIUTE-Ka e1lle, — BEeTep eCTh?

— Ta-ra-ta-a... Bor oHo uto! — noranaincs naiimut. — IIpsiMo B TOpo1 MaHIpY-
eT...

U oba mouvecany 3aThUIKH, 3aJ(PaBIIM TOJOBBI KBEPXY. A N3 OKOH HONpPEKHEMY
HECIIOCh XKY>K)KaHHe, BUIHEIHCh JKEIThIe BBITSHYTbIC JIMIA, IIANKKU Ha 3aThUIKE, 3a-
KpPBITHIE TJIa3a, HETIOABMIKHEIE T'yOBI... JKnieHsaTa miakany, HaJpbIBaINCh, H OISThH
MEIBHUKY I0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO KTO-TO APYTod BHYTPU HX IUIA4E€T U MOJUT O 4YEM-TO
JTaBHO YTPAuUCHHOM M HAIIOJOBHHY yXe I03a0BITOM. ..

— Al nopa u 10oMoif, — OuHyJICSA MEIbHUK. — A s ObUIO XOTeJl rpoun SIHKeIro
OT/aTh. ..

— MoxxHo. S npuHEMalo 3a HUX, —CKa3aJl Ha 3TO HAHMHT, TSI B CTOPOHY.

Ho MenbpHUK NPUTBOPUIICS, YTO HE CIBIXAJl 3TUX CIOB. JIeHbIW ObLIM HE Takue
MaJleHbKHE 9TOOBI BOT TaK, IIPOCTO, OTJATh KAKOMY-HUOY/b MPOIIH-CBETY, OTCTaBHO-
My COJLAATY.

— Ipomaiite-ka, — cka3ai MO3TOMY METBHHK.

— [pomaiite u Bol! A A€HBI'M S-TaKU NPUHSIT ObIL.

— He Gecnokoiite cebs: 0TaaM B caMoMy.

— 3710 Kak cebe xoTuTe. A B3sTh H 5 B3sU1 Obl, OecriokoiicTBo Hebobimoe. Hy,
[Opa yXX U LIMHOK 3alMpaTh. BHIHO, KpoMe Bac HUKakas cobaka yke He 3aBEpHET
CeTO/HSI.

Haiimut onats nouecai cede 0 KOCSIK CIUHY, IIOCBUCTAJ KaK-TO HE COBCEM IIPUAT-
HO BCJIEZ METIBHUKY W CTall 3alliparh JBEPH, Ha KOTOPBIX ObIIM HaMaJeBaHBI OENOI0
KpacKoil KBapTa, PIOMKA U XKECTSHOH KPIOYOK (LIKAaIHMK). A MENbHHUK CIyCTHICA C
MPHUTOPOYKA M MOIIET BOb YIUIBI, B CBOEH O€I0i CBUTKE, @ 32 HUM OIISITh IToOexkana
0 3eMJIe YepHasi-IipedepHast TeHb.

Ho Teneps MenbHUK pa3IyMbIBall YK HE O CBOSH TEHHU, 2 COBCEM-TAKHU O APYTOM. ..



II

MenbpHUK Mporen He Ooyiee DEeCATH CaXXeH, KaK B CaJl0¥Ke M0-32 TBIHOM YTO-TO
3alIypIIATo U 3aIIyMelio, OyATO BCIOPXHYNHU ABe Oomnbiire nTuiibl. Ho 310 6bUIH He
NITHILBI, 3 KAKOH-TO MapyOoK C IeBKOU, HCIyTaHHBIE TEM, YTO MEJIHHUK CPa3y BBIIIEI
W3 TEMHOTHL. BripoyeM, mapyOok, BHIHO, ObLT HE M3 CTPAIUIUBBIX: OTOWAS €lIe IO0-
Janblle B TeHb, TAK YTO €Ba OeseNy oA BULIHAMHE ABE (GUTYpPHI, OH KPEIIKOI0 PYyKOH
MIpUAEPIKaI BCIOJIOXHYBIIYIOCS IEBYILIKY H OISTH TIOBEJ THXHE pedr. A Ipois enie
HEMHOT0, MEJIbHUK YCJIBIIIAT YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO JIaXKe OCTAHOBHJICS OT OOJIBILION JO-
Capl...

— A TbI, — He 3HaI0, KaK Te0s1, — MO0kl ObI XOTh [[EJIOBAThCS, — CKa3al OH. A
TO UMOKAEIIb Ha BCE CEJI0, — CKa3all OH, OAOWISI K CAMOMY THIHY.

— A T1ebe, cobaunii cbIH, HAJIO B Uy>KHE ABEPU HOC COBAaTh? — OTBETUII apyOOK
u3 TeHu. — Tak BOT MOToAu, st ¥ TeOsI MOLETYI0 APIOUKOM 110 HoraM. bynens Biepen
3HATh, KaK JIOISIM J€J1aTh TIOMEXY.

— Hy-ny! — cka3an MenbHuK, oTxo/s1. — [logymaenns, BaxxHyI0 padoTy Jemaer. ..
[a v moamblii sxe KakoH-To mapyOoK, KaKk YMOKAeT, JaKe YeJIOBEKY CTajlo Kak OyATo
3aBuHO. Pacmycruiicst napon!

OH TOCTOsUI, IOAYMaJI, IoYecall B TOJIOBE U TMOTOM, MPUBEPHYBILIU K CTOPOHKE,
3aHeC HOTY Yepe3 ThIH U MOIIEI OTOPOIOM K BIOBHHOM M30YIIKe, YTO CTOsIa HEMHOTO
MooJaNb, Kpaid cena, moj BHICOKOIO TOmoJiei... XaTka Oblla MalllOCEHbKAs Jla elle
cropOuIack M MOXIIIHIACK K 3emie. OKOHIIE ObUIO TAKOE KPOXOTHOE, UTO €T0, TOKAITYH,
TPYAHO OBUIO U pa3mIfAeTh, OyIb HOUb CKOJIbKO-HUOYb noTeMHee. Ho Teneps xaTka
BCs TaK M Topelia OT MECSYHOTO CBETa, COJIOMa Ha Hel Kaszanach 30J10Tas, a CTeHa ce-
peOpsiHasl, ¥ OKOHIIC YEPHENIO HAa CTeHE, KaK MpPUINYpeHHbIH m1a3. OTHs B OKHE He
0bU10. JIOMKHO OBITh, Y CTAPYXH C JOYKOW HEYeM ObLIO BeYepsATh, He3a4eM ObUIO U
CBETUTh. MENPHUK MOCTOSUI, TOTOM TUXOHBKO CTYKHYJI [IBa pa3a B OKOHIIC U OTOILIEI
K CTOPOHKE.

Henonro emnie u mocTosi1, Kak JBE MOJHBIE IEBUYBH PYKH KPEIIKO OOBUIIUCH BOKPYT
€ro IIEH, a MEK YCOB TaK Ja)e 3aropeioch 4TO-TO, KAK MPUHHUKIH K MeJIbHUKOBBIM
ycTaM ropsigie AeBUYBH T'yOBL. D, 94TO TYT pacckasbiBaTh! Ecii Bac KTO Tak menosad,
TO BBI M CAMH 3HAETE, & €CJIM HUKOT/Ia C BAMU HHUYETO TAKOTO HE OBLIO, TO HE CTOUT BaM
U TOBOPHTb.

— Ouaunmnko MoM, MUJIBIHA, JKeaHHbIM! — roBopuia, jackasch, JEByIIKa, —
MPULICT:TAKH. .. A 1 YK KAaIa-3aX/1a1ach, AyMalia, HCCOXHY 0e3 Te0s, Kak Ta ObLIIHH-
Ka 0e3 BObI. ..

«9, He HCCoXJa-Taku, cllaBa Tebe, rocrnogu! — moaymai mpo ceds MeNnbHUEK,
MIPKAMas pyKOi He O4eHB-TO XyHOIIaBhIi cTaH NeBymKd. — CiaBa 0ory, erie Hude-
TO».

— Korza sxe pyIHIHuKd TOTOBUTH OyieM? — 3aroBopuiia IEBYIIKa, BCE CIle Aepika
pyku Ha tuiedax dwunma u 061aBas ero ropsSYUM B3IISLIOM YepHBIX o4ueil. — Benp
YK CKOPO (PMIINTIIIOBKH.

OTta peyb NpHUIUIACh MEIFHHUKY HE TaK 110 BKYCY, KaK JICBHYBH IOLETyH. « Braumb
ThI, Ky/la THET, — MOyMaJ OH npo ceds. — DX, @ununn, Ounumnm, 3a1acT oHa Tede
Terepb MoTacoBKy». Ho, Bce-Taku, HabpaBIIHCh XpaOpOCTH U OTBEAS CBOM IJia3a B
CTOPOHY, OH IIPOMOJIBHIIIL:



— D, kakas ThI, [ 'ans, macas®. Ceituac Tebe u pymHuky. Kax xe 5To MOKHO, Korma
s TETIepb caM MEJIFHHUK U CKOPO, MOXKET, CTaHy IepBbIi Oorateiph (0orad) Ha ceine, a
Thl — OeJHas BJOBUHA J04YKa?

JleBKy IIaTHYJIO OT TOTO ClioBa, OyATo ee ykamuiaa 3mes. OHa OTCKOYMJIa OT
duunma ¥ cxBaTHiIach PyKOIO 3a cepLle.

— A s gymana... ox, 6efHast )k Mosi Toj1oBa!.. Tak 4ero 5k 3TO THI, TIOJUTBIN YEIOBEK,
CTy4all B OKoHIIe?

— Ore! — OTBETHJI MEJIBHUK, — YEr0 CTy4all... A YTO K€ MHE M HE CTy4arTh, €CIIH
TBOSI MaTh JIOJDKHA MHE IEHBTU? A ThI BRICKOYHIIA Ja IPSIMO [eToBaThes. UTo K MHE. ..
51 Toxe yMero 11eNT0BaThCs HE XYKe JIFOIEH.

U 0H omATh MPOTSHY K HEH PyKY, HO TOJIBKO YTO €T0 pyKa KOCHYJIACh JEBUYBETO
CTaHa, KaK CTaH 3TOT B3JPOTHYI, OYATO AEBKY yXKaJuja TaIioKa.

— l'ets! — KpHKHYTa OHa Tak CEPIUTO, YTO METBHUK IOMATHICA Ha3an. — 51
Tebe He OyMaskka pyOJieBasi, YTO Thl MEHS XBaTaelllb, OyaTo CBOI. BoT monoiinu eme,
s TeOsl TaK Orpero, UTO ThI MOCJIE TOTO 3a0yACIb JACOBATh HA TPHU TOAA.

MenbHUK pacTepsuics.

— Bor kakas ropasiuka! A 4To 5, IPOCTH TOCIIOIH, KU, YTO JIU, TeOe Aajcs, 4To
TBI BOT TaK MACKYIHO JaeIIbCs?

— A T0 He ®uJ, uTo Ju? 3a MONTHHY YK€ pyOIib HApaCTHII, 1a elle TeOe MaJlo: KO
MHE T10JIe3 3a MPOoLeHTaMu. [ eTb! — roBopro Tede, — MOCThUIBIH!

— Hy, neBka!-ckazan MeJbHHK, ONACIHBO 3aKpbIBas JIMIO JIAOHBIO, KaKk ObI B
caMOM JIeJIe He 3aCBETHIIa KyYJIaKoM. — S1 BIIKY, C TOOOI YMHOMY Y€JIOBEKY U TOBOPHUTH
Henb3st. Ctynaii, noceliaii crona MaTh!

Ho crapyxa yxe 1 6e3 Toro BbIIIIIa U3 XaThl U HU3KO KJIAHSUIACh MEJILHUKY. ToMy
9TO OOJIBILIE TOHPABHIIOCH, Y€M Pa3roBOp ¢ Joukoil. OH MOAO0YEHHIICS, U eT0 YepHas
TEHb Ha CTEHE TaK 3aj]paja roJoBy, YTO MEJILHHUK U CaM YyXe MoJyMall, KaK 3TO y Hee
HE CBAJIMTCS IIAIKa.

— A 3Haemb Thl, CTapasi, 3a84€M 5 3TO MPHIIET? — TOBOPHUT MEJBHUK CTapyXe.

— Ox, Kak MHe, Oe/IHOM, He 3HaTh! BUIHO, ThI IPHILIEN 32 MOUMH JICHBI'AMH. . .

— Xe! He 32 TBOUMH, CcTapasi, — 3aCMEsUICS MEIBHUK, — a 32 CBOUMH COOCTBEH-
HBIMH. 5] % He pa300IHUK KaKoii, YTOObI 10 HOUaM 32 4y>KUMHU JICHbIaMHU B 1y>KOH 10M
MIPUXOAUTD.

— BoT ke Taku 3a 4y>KUMH U IONIEN, — 3aJ0pHO cKa3aia ['assi, B3sBIIKCH B OOKU
1 HACTyIas Ha MEJIbHUKA, — HE 3a CBOMMHU ke!

— @y, ckakeHHas® neBka! — CKas3aj TYT MEJBHHK, OTCTYIHUBIIM €Ile [ara Ha
nBa.Eii-0ory, Takol CKaKeHHOM IEBKU BO BCEM ceJie He chiniercs. Jla He To uTo B cere,
a Bo Bcell rydepHun. Hy, momymaii ThI, Kakoe cIoBO cka3ana! [la He Oyap BOT TyT ofHa
TBOSI MaTh, YTO, ITOXAITYH, U HE TIOMJIET B CBUIIETEIH, TaK 51 Obl T€OsI B Cy/] MOTSHYI 32
OecuecThe! DH, oMyMalics Tl XOTh HEMHOTO, JeBKa!

— A 4TO MHE OJ{lyMaThCsl, KOrJa 9TO YUCTas pasaa?

— Kakasi 5 3T0 mpaBspa, Koraa crapasi y MeHs Opaiia, 1a ¥ He BbIIuiatuia’?

— bpeuremrs, 6pemients, kak pynas cobaka! Korma ObUT ermie mOACHIIKOW aa co
MHOM JKEHHXAJICS, XOTEJ B JIOM MJITH W HE TOBOPHWII, UTO Ha3aJ Morpelyemb. A Kak
IISIBKO TTOMEP J1a caM ThI CTal MEJIbHUKOM, TaK BECh JJONT yXkKe Imepedpal, u eme Teoe
Majo?

— A myka?

— Hy, uto myka?.. 3a MyKy CKOJIBKO CII€JJ0BaI0?
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