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— I'maBa 1 —

I'1aza 3om MuxaiiloBHBI Ha YJIUBJIEHUE 3aTraJJOYHO OJ1e-
cres. Yame Bcero oHa CypoBO CMOTpEJa Ha BCEX,
HO He ceifyac... Uyio, He k 106py 3TO. Ee Beab npaktuue-
CKM HEBO3MOYKHO BBIBECTU U3 ceOsI.

— Beponuka IlaBioBHa, Balll 3K€HUX OKAJIOBAJI, — ITOH-
Maja MEHs Ha BbIXOJI€ U3 TOPTrOBOTO 3aJja IepBasi CILIET-
HUIA HA palioHe. OCTAaBUB B 3aJI€ MJIAIIETO KOHCY/JIbTaH-
Ta, OHAa OOJpPO 3aBEpPHYJA B KOPUAOP CIEAOM 32 MHOU
U NPOJOJLKIIA XBACTAUBO AeauThbea: — C MuKapHBIM Oy-
kKetoM 1BeToB. 1 xosteuxom. Cama Bugesa.

Cama Busenar..

I'1a3 Ha rpaBAno3HBIE COObITHA Y 301 MUXalIOBHBI Ha-
MeTaH, OHa HUYEro He YIIYCKAET, a 3HAYUT, TJe-TO TaM Me-
Hs xxaa MBan.

Cepalie CTpEMUTENIBHO YXHYJIO B MATKH, 2 HOTU Iepe-
cTanu caymarbes. Tak g 1 3amepiia mocepenHe KOPUAOPA
HAIIPOTHUB CBOETO KaOMHETA.

Banepoanku mue! Cpouno! Ilpucrasydero skenuxa 0y-
JIeM OTKAa4YUBaTh, KOT/A I OCYACTIMBIIIO €TO0 CBOUM OTKA30M.

Hazno mockopee ynmpaBuTbCs, 4epes JABaALATh MHHYT
Yy MEHs IOJIKHA COCTOATBCS BCTPEYa € OI€HIIUKOM HOBOM
MAPTUU IOBEJIUPKU.
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— Cmacu60, ganeie s cama, — IPOOOPMOTANIA BEXKIIU-
BO, CTApasCh HAIYIATh PYYKy Ha JBEPHU.

— HWpanre-naure, a 1 32 Ba30YKOH I OYKeTHKA ITOKA
CXOXKY.

J 6plcTpo KMBHyJTa U BieTeJa B KaOMHET, CJIOBHO
3a MHOI THAJIMCh HACTOAIIME BypAadaku. Mexay TeM oauH
U3 HUX, 3aJI0KUB PYKH B OPIOKU, CTOSUI CIIMHOI KO MHeE
1 paccMaTpuBai ceds B 3epKaje.

VIBan peryisipHO 3asBJISJICA KO MHE Ha pabOTY, MOIKU-
Jla JoMa B KPyry MO€il ceMbU, IOCTOSIHHO Ha3BAaHUBAJI,
0063aBeJICs MO/ AePKKON MaMbl U TeTu JI100bI, ee cecTphl,
JKUBYIIEN MOCJIe CMEPTHU My:Ka ¢ Hamu. 3aTo nane Msan
coBceM He HpaBuiacd. OH cuuTaa ero npoxsoctoMm. Jlny-
HO MEHs HaBA34YuBble yxakmpaHus MBaHa cuibHO pas-
JApasKasu.

KpaeMm rmaza samermia GyKeT IIBETOB y ce€0s HA CTOJIE.
Vxac! OHI HEOPEKHO JIeKalIH MOBEPX BAXKHBIX JOKYMEH-
TOB. Pyka moTsanyacs k TesnedoHy, 4TOObI BBI3BATh OXPaHy
1 BBIIIBBIPHYTH HABA3UYMBOI'O I'OCTS B3alled U3 KaOUHETa
u Boodme u3 MarasuHa. Kyra oxpana cmorpenar I[louemy
IIOCTOPOHHUI B 3AKPBITOM OTAEJIE I IEPCOHAIA?

Yyio, 1OJIETAT YbU-TO TOJTOBBI.

— 3apascTByii, Beponuka, — nosepnyJicsa Ko MHE HE3Ba-
HbIN rocThb. I1o-x034iicku ocmoTpeB MeHs, MBan nonoxan
HEJIOBOJbHO I3bIKOM.

bp-p-p... Iloxoxe, KTO-TO ycmesn BoOOpa3uTh cedss Mo-
UM MYXKEM.

— Ilpuser, MiBaH, — K1CI0 OTO3BAJIACH S, M€UYTasd, 4YTO-
OBI OH ITOCKOPEE CAEIT MHE IIPETI0KEHNE U YIIE.

¥YBpI, MOH yxaxep He Toponwica. Illymno B3poxmy,
MPUBCTAT C IATOK HA MBICKU, OIVISIHYJICS, OPOCUII OYepes-
HOM B3IVIAJ| B OTPOMHOE HACTEHHOE 3€PKAJIO ITOYTHU B I1OJI-
HBII POCT ¥ CHOBA IIOBEPHYJICA KO MHe. M3-32 HanpsizkeHHO-
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ro OXMJAHHS MHE Hadalo Bcskoe MmepemuTbcs. [lokasza-
JIOCh, 3€PKAJIbHAS IVIa/(b 32 CIIMHOU yXa)kepa IONUIA PSAOBIO.

— BepoHuka, — B1oxHOBeHHO Havan MBaH. OH gocTan
13 KapMaHa KOJIBIIO 06e3 6apXaTHON KOPOOOYKU M PEIIn-
TEJIbHO IIArHysa ko MHe. Ero mrasza HepsHO 6eramm. — Tbi
caMas yAuUBUTEJIbHasd JEBYIIKa Ha cBeTe. MHe moBesso
BCTPETUTH TeOsA.IIpuHAB 3TO KONBIO, THI C/l€IAEIIb MEHS
CaMbIM CUYACTIMBBIM, Korja 3aimennb EE mecTo.

O xom oH rosopu?

Sl auyero He ycnesa IOHATDH WK cAenaTh. JanbHelinmee
MOXOJMJIO HA COH.

YepHblil KaMyIlleK Ha KOJIbIIE 3aCUSI TOJTyOOBATBIM CBe-
ToM. MBana npousomeniasg meramop@dosa ¢ €ro moJgHO-
HIEHUEM I0XO0XKe He yauBuia. He MOpruys mia3om, oH BJO-
JKIJI KOJIBIIO B MOIO JIAOHBb U, TPyOO C:KaB MOU HaJIBIHI,
CJIOKIJI UX B KYJIAK.

— Cnana! — rpoMKO npokpuyas oH.

Hacrennoe 3epkano zamepnano. Iloasuics cuibHbBII
IyJ, HO IIPEXJEe YeM B IVIa3aX IIOTEMHEJO, U 5 MOTepsIa
CBA3b C PEAIbHOCTBIO, YBHJEJIA BbIIIEJIICE U3 3epKaia
CBOE OTPAKEHHUE.

ITonenom mue! Heuero xoauTh Ha CBUAAHUSA U3 JKAJIO-
ctu. Mamy c¢ tereii Jlionoit He XoTena paccTpauBaTb. OHU
crapanuch. Hamnum yepes 3HAKOMBIX /I MEHSI BOCIIUTAH-
HOTO, MHTEJUVIMTEHTHOTO IOHOINY, CO3JJAHHOTO HE 3HAaIO
K€M JUI1 CEMEUHBIX OTHOIIEHUM, OKA3aBIINMCS IIPU II€P-
BOM 3HAKOMCTBE MY:KUMHOH Tpujauaru ngatu jaet. C nus-
HBIM KUBOTHKOM. YBUJIEB €T0 B Ka(e, B CTApOM BUIaBIIEM
BBIITYCKHOU MU/PKaKe HAZo ObLIO Cpa3dy yxoauThb. YTo cre-
Jgaia g2 S BcrmoMHIMIA 0 BEKJIUBOCTH U OCTAJIACD.

JypHoTa orcrynuwia. B rosose Hauano NposCHATbCA.
OTkpbUIa MIa3a U OOHAPYXKUJIA, YTO HAXOXKYChb, B UyXKOU
CHaJIbHE, CUJIAIIASA B KPECJIe HAIIPOTUB HAIIOJILHOTO 3€PKa-
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sa! He 3Hato, ckoJIbKO mpoBesia 6€3 CO3HaHUsA, HAaBEPHOE,
HEJIOJITO — Ha yJauIle ObUl eme jJeHb. CBeTUBIIEee BO BCIO
COJIHIIE TIPEKPACHO OCBeIano koMHaTy. KpoBarts ¢ 6anzna-
XHUHOM, CTOJI C PE3HBIMU HOXKKaMU, MACCUBHBIN IIATSIHOMN
mKkad, Jama JUIs YMBIBAHUS HABEBAIM CTPAHHbBIE MBICIA
O YbEM-TO 3JI0M Po3bIirpsinie. Ho 661710 661 COBEpIIEHHBIM
O6e3yMHeM CYUTATh, YTO I KAKHM-TO OOpa3oM Iomaia
B JIPYTOM MUP WIH B APYIYIO 3IIOXY, TA€ AK€ MOOMIbHbBIE
enie He TPUAyMaJIn.

VYBBI, BBIICHEHHE TOTrO, KTO U 3a4eM, BIIpoYeM, He Oe3
nomoniu MBana, oTnpaBuwi MeHs CI0/ia, TPUILIOCH OTIO-
XKUTh Ha notoM. IlepBocTreneHHoO cie/J0OBaIO BEPHYTHCA
nomoii. M caenars 3To HyKHO ObLTO MTockopee. BcmoMuuB
O KOJIbIIE, Pa3Kajla HajIblibl, HO BMECTO HErO Ha JaJOHU
IMOKOWIACh MaJI€HbKasl FOPCTKA IeILIa.

B xopujope nocaplmaimnch mary.

CTOWI0 IIOCIIENUTD.

CrpsAxHYB Ilenies Ha CBETIBbIN KOBEpP, BBITEPJIA 00 MOJ-
JIOKOTHUK Kpecaa PyKy U 6pocuiach k 3epkainy. Ilposeia
HNAJIBLIAMH 10 TIAJKOU IOBEPXHOCTU. Moe oTpakeHue
HE U3MEHUJIOCH. fl cTOsI1a HAa IpEKHEM MeCTe U olllapalnie-
HO IsUIMJIACH Ha cBoe oTpaxeHue. Illaru npubamxaiucs.

Hayo 6110 CpOYHO YTO-TO JeTaTh!

B manuxke cxana mocepeGpeHHyIO pamy.

— O, noporas, Tbl y’Ke Ha HOTax, — (paabMMBO-3200T/IH-
BbIM I'OJIOCOM IIPOM3HEC/IA KEHIIMHA, IYPIIA JUIMHHBIMU
HOBINTHBIMU I00KaMu. — [Todyemy Ha Tebe 10xXMOTBS? Bripo-
yeM, He BAXKHO!

«Moit 1n3aiiHepCKU KOCTIOM He JIOXMOTbs!» — 3axoTe-
JIOCh BO3PA3UTh €, HO BOBPEeMs IPUKycuaa A3bIK. KTo
3HAET, YEM MOSI OIIPOMETYUBOCTDL OOEPHETCHI.

Il1arpe *KeHIUHBI ¢ OOOPKAaMU, BBIIMBKON U BOJIAHA-
MU HaM€KaJIl Ha IPOIUIbIE CTOJIETHS, HO TaM ObLIU B MO-
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Jie HeMHoro Jipyrue ¢paconnl. CompoBoXKaioNas ee Tpou-
112 OJJTHO3HAYHO O/IEBAJIACh B TOM K€ OyTHKE.

Bpicoknii cTapuk B 6€KE€BOM CIOPTYKE C BPEIHBIM JIH-
IIOM U HNIMPOKHUM HOCOM HPUAMPUYUBO OCMATPHUBAI MEHSI.
HaranyTele, nepiramMyTpoBble IMYTOBUIBI Ha €TO IHBHOM
JKUBOTE HOPOBUJIN OTOpBaThcs. llenkuil B3I m 3amax
AYLIINCTBIX TPAB BbIAABAI B HEM JIEKAPS.

JleBylka ¢ TOHKUMU YepTaMU IEPEBOJMIA OOECIIOKO-
€HHBIA B3IIAA C FOBOPUBHIEN JXEHINMHBI HA MYKUUHY,
ybsl BHYMIMTEJIbHAsl (PUIypa 3akpblBaja COOOI BBIXOJ.
Ero okyrpiBajsa aypa BJACTHOCTU U HEBUJAHHOU CHJIBI.
Jloporas oxexna ycunusaia 3ToT 3¢@ekT. TemHo-3ene-
HBIA KaM30JI C PyYHOI cepeOpsHOM BBINIMBKON 110 BOPO-
Ty NOAYEPKUBAJI Kpelkue Iuieyu. YepHble OpIOKU, 3a-
IIpaBJE€HHBIE B BBICOKHE CAIIOTH U3 MATKOHN KOXH, ILIOT-
HO ob0Jeranm amieTudeckue HOru. bemas pyb6amka
Ha IIHYPOBKE, 3aBSI3aHHOU IIOJ] TOPJIOM, IIOYTH HE CKPBbI-
BaIa peabedHylo rpyab. Ero suio 6ykBalbHO IPUKOBATIO
MOU B3mIAA. YepHble JIMHHDBIE BOJIOCHI HA 3aThLIKE ObLIN
3aIlJIETEHBI B KOCY U HE CKPbIBAIN APUCTOKPATUYECKYIO
6JIeIHOCTD JIUIIA, YETKUE, KJIACCUUECKUEe JTUHUM CKYJI, BO-
JI€EBON NPSAMOU MOJAOOPOJOK, HJEAIbHO BbUIEIIEHHBIE
HOC U TyObl. IlTy6oKO nocaskeHHbIE I1a3a IO IIBETY HAIO-
MUHAIOIME TEMHBIN, OTIOJMPOBAHHBIA SHTAPb U3JIyda-
JI1 HETOKOJe6UMyIo yBepeHHOCTb. He3nakomerr oTkpo-
BEHHO BBIIVISIE] IOTPSCAIOIIE.

CypoBasi, My:KeCTBEHHAsI KpacoTa MY>KYHHBI 3aBOPAKU-
BaIa ObI, €cJU O He Myralonui MIPOH3UTEIbHBIN B3I,

— Jlenaiina, BbI BpOJ€ TOBOPMJIM, YTO Ballla JOYb OOJIb-
Ha, — CIIOKOMHO 3aMEeTUJI HE3HAKOMEIL, HO €TI0 CJIOBA OTYe-
ro-TO IPO3BYYaIN CYPOBO.

Ineun KeHIUHBI HAIPSAIUCh, HO YK€ Yepe3 MIrHOBe-
HUE OHA C YJIbIOKOI 3aMeTHIa:
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— He noub, Bame TeMHOE BEIMYECTBO, A MaJ4EPUIIA.
S He oTkazbIBaOCh OT cBoUX c10B. Mbl Hanumm Cuany Jie-
)Kamel 6e3 CO3HaHUSA B TOCTUHON U NEPEHECJU B CIIaIb-
HIO. BpI3Basin ceMeiHOro jgekaps, OH OCMOTPEJ €€ U MO/~
TBEP/NJI HAIlU XYAIINE OIMACEHMUS.

— JIeBYIIKYy OTPaBUIN, — BAXKHO TPSIXHYJI HOAOOPOJIKOM
CTapHK.

— Kaxk u 9nu¢uiito, 4To npuxoamIa K BaM Ha 4aii, — C He-
OPEXHOU BEXIMBOCTBIO 3AMETIJI HE3HAKOMEII,.

— MbI 1y60KO COUyBCTBYEM €14, HO HE 3a0bIBAliTE, 1 Ha-
1A JIeBOYKA ITOCTPaJaia, — C ICKPEHHUM O€CIIOKONCTBOM
B T'OJIOCE OTO3BATACh MOs Ha3BaHHasl Madexa. — [Ipuciyra,
MPUHOCUBIIAS Yal, caMa BBIINJIA S| 1 CKOHYAJIACD.

BuyTpeHHee uyThe MOoJCKa3bIBaIO, 3a00TUIACH OHA HC-
KJIIOYUTEJBHO O cebe M OGJIOHANHKE, HEPBHO TepeosIei
B PyKax HOCOBOH IIATOK. MOl IBOMHMK JIO Ky4M U OTpa-
BUTEJbHULIA.

— He Bepure HaMm, ponpocure Cuany, — HEYBEPEHHO
MpeAT0oKIIA Madexa.

— He 6yzem oTKIaAbIBATh, — U B IVIA3aX MY>KYHHbBI BMeE-
CTO NPUBBIYHON XOJIOJHOCTH MOSABUJIOCH HEYTO OIACHOE,
Talolee yrposy. Kazarach, cama ThbMa 3aBOJIOKJIA €TO IJ1A3a.

Hesnaxomen HETOPOIUIUBBIM IIAroM MOJOHIET KO MHE
U TSKEJIO OIYCTUJI pyku Ha mieun. HecmoTps Ha mocenmns-
mUICA B Jiyllle CTPax, S OTMETUJIA €TI0 HAIMEHHYIO ITOXO/I-
Ky. He 3Hag, mo xakoMy IpUHIMITY IPOXOJAT CyleOHbIE
pasdupaTeabCTBa B 3TOM MUPE, MHE ObLIO M3-3a YETO BOJI-
HOBATbCsA. 3aCTPATH B 3ACIIHEN KyTy3KE€ COBCEM HE XOTe-
JIOCh.

B6s3u He3HAKOMeEIT OKa3aJICs €IIe BBIIIE, YeM s yMaJa.
OT ero naiplieB NoOIIE HENPUATHBINA XOJOAOK, 1 IO MOEU
cnuHe nob6exan mypamku. Cepaiie oT cTpaxa 3a0HIOCh
B IPyJiY CO CTpamHoi crwioil. HeBuanumas Momsb, NCXo/s-



PykoBOaCTBO 110 0OO0JIBIIEHUIO TEMHOTO UMIIEpaTopa 9

mas OT HETO, AaBmIa U myraaa. Ho kTo oH Takoii, 4To6b1 Me-
HA 3aryruBaTh?! IIpuIoKuB HeMbICIUMbIE YCUIMSA, 5 TTO/a-
BIJIA HAKATUBIIUI CTPAX, pa3BesAB €rO KaK CTPAIIHBIN COH,
U IIPSIMO IOCMOTPEJIA B IVIa3a HE3HAKOMITA.

— Crnpamusaiire.

Ha moi1 1ep3kuii BbI30B MYKUYMHA OTBETWJI IIPUIIOHSA-
TBIMU OPOBSIMU U HACMEILINBOM YJIBIOKOM.

— Bp1 opranusosanu orpasiaenue JHGUii?

—Koro? — HenoHumalome noxjonajga pecHUIaMu
U C OIIO3JaHHEM BCIIOMHIJIA, YTO 3TUM MMEHEM Ha3bIBAJIH
OIIOE€HHYIO OTPABJIEHHDBIM YaeM JI€BYIIKY.

— 3eJibsl BBICIIEM KaTEropuu Malo U3y4EHbl M BO3MOK-
HBI pa3Hble nocaeacTsus. IloTepss naMaTi o1HO U3 HUX, —
HE IIPEMUHYJI HIPOCBETUTD HE3HAKOMIIA IIEJIUTENb.

CuaHa Ha C1aBy IOCTapagach, AaKe OETHYIO JEBYIIKY
HE moXKajeya. 3a 4yTo oHa MeHd HeHasuaut? Miu ona Ge-
JKajla OT BO3ME3US?

—Cuana, Bbl NPUHUMAIN Yy4YacTHE B IIOKYIIEHUU
Ha ’KU3Hb cepbl Duuii? He coBeryio MHe BpaTh.

OT nablieB IMOBEIUTENSI HOOEKAT KOMIOUNN XOJIOMOK.
A 316K0 nepeepHyIa II€YaMU.

— Huxoro s He TpaBuIa 1 He IPOCWIA OTPABUTD.

— TBou cioBa npaBAUBLI.

Tak gyero cmorpumsb? Ilopa u yects 3HaTh. He BuHOBA-
tas 1! He Bunosara!

— Cuana! — B3BU3rHYyJ1a Mauexa. — Tbl Kak pasrosapuBa-
€Illb C TEMHBIM BEJIUYECTBOM !

Oy-y... §I BbICKa3aa CBOM MBICJIM BCIYX?..

— IIpocTtute, y Bac 3aMevaTeJbHBIN B3MIAA, — MOIBITA-
JIACh 51 UCIIPABUTD OIUIOIIHOCTD.

«CI0BHO B MACTh KJIBIKACTOMY YYJOBUILY CMOTPHUIIbL», —
J006aBUIA MBICJIEHHO.
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— Cuana! — omnepeskass MaTb, PABKHyJIa CBOJHAs ce-
CTpHIIA.

A-a-a! CHoBa Boiyx nnpousHecsal He cHocuTs Mue roo-
BBI B 3TOM... MHpE.

— BesmyecTBo, He o6pammaiiTe BHUMaHUSA Ha MOU CJIO-
Ba! A momyruiaa. ¥ MeHs y:kacHOE€ 4yBCTBO IOMOPA, — MOH
HEBHATHBIE BO3PaXEHUS HATOJIKHY/INCh HA OYEHb CEPhE3-
HBIH B3IVIsAJ] HE3HAKOMIIA ¥ IIO30PHO PETHUPOBAINCE.

—3aTo 4 ¢ BaMU IYTUTb He cobupaioch. ITozapasismo!
Bawm yranoceMeHs 3aMHTEpecoBaTh. 3aBTPa yTPOM 32 BAMH
3aeleT UMIIEPCKasi KapeTa B CONPOBOXKAECHUN OTPsIA TEM-
HOI CTPAXKU.

— MMnepckaa? Kxu... ¥ Bac, 4To uMmepaTopbl BOJATCS?

— BoanTbcsa qudp B J1ecax, a uMIepaTop AHTaJI IPABUT
TEMHBIMU 3eMJAMH, ceiipa CuaHa, — CTPOro MOIPABUI
MEHS JIEKAPb.

— Ob6pamaiiTech KO MHE Ballle TEMHOE BEIUYECTBO, —
CaMOYBEPEHHO YXMBLIBHYJICH... IMIIEPATOP.

Hacrosmuit nmneparop!

Mamouku! A BApPyr ycoMHMIACh, 2 HE HAXOXyCb JH
B nicuxymike? Tam mosHo BpIAaomuxcd audHocteid — Iut-
aep, Lesaps...

HMMmepaTop passepHy/css U Bbimea B kopujgop. IIpe-
XK€ 4eM YIATH, OH OOEPHYJICS U JOOUT MEHS:

— He 6epure mHOrO Bemeit Cuana. 3a60Ty o Bac s 6epy
Ha ce0s JIUIHO.

Mauexa BOCXMINEHHO axXHYJA U IOILIA ITPOBOXATh I'O-
cTell.



