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Et sic in in� nitum1

Es gibt keine alte und moderne Literatur,
sondern nur eine ewige und eine vergängliche.

Ernst Freiherr von Feuchtersleben

Phonetics is concerned with describing the speech sounds
that occur in the languages of the world. We want to know

what these sounds are, how they fall into patterns, and how
they change in di� erent circumstances. Most importantly,

we want to know what aspects of the sounds are necessary
for conveying the meaning of what is being said. � e � rst

job of a phonetician is therefore trying to � nd out what
 people are doing when they are talking and when they 

are listening to speech.

Peter Ladefoged

1 И так до бесконечности (лат.).
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