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ITpoaor

Bepy Myunaa cOBeCTb... BOT y>Ke ABaALlaTh MUHYT OHA
He HaXOAHAA ceOe MecTa M3-3a CBOETr0 HepAaBHETO IIOCTYII-
Ka. BepHee, mpocTynKa: HEAOCTOUHOTO, JK€CTOKOTO... Be-
pa yAapuaa yenroBeka! ITo auny! C cuaol 1 HeHaBUCTHIO!
U Tak Oblra ee HEHABUCTh BEAUKA, UTO CHUAQ YAAPA YBEAU-
YMAACh MHOTOKPATHO. BEIOPOC C’KATOTO KyAaKa, COIPH-
KOCHOBEHUeE CO CKyAOM, U UeAOBeK IIOTePsA PaBHOBeCHe,
yIan, YAQPUBIINCH 3aTHIAKOM O OaTapero...

Bcnomuus 5Ty crieny, Bepa noesxuaace. Hu pasy pa-
Hee OHA He pacIlycKaiaa pyK. Aake MOIIeYnH OOHUAEBIIUM
ee My’>KUMHaM He AaBand. A TyT — KyAaKoM!

YcTaB My4uTBCS YIPHI3€HUSIMU COBECTH, Bepa pemn-
TEABHO IIOCTaBUAA (Py>Kep ¢ BUHOM Ha ITIOAOKOHHUK (BCe
ABaALlaTh MUHYT AepiKaaa ero B PyKe, a cAeAana BCero Ia-
Py FTAOTKOB) ¥ HalIpaBUAACh HA IIOUCKU TOTO, KOT'O YAQPH-
Aa. [ToOpoAUB IO 3aIIOAHEHHOMY AIOABMU IIOMEIIEHUIO,
OHa He OTBICKaAa TOTO YeAOBEeKa.

«Yexan AOMOM? — TIpeAlloaoskrAa Bepa. — Ho Toraa
OBI IIPOIIIeA MUMO MeHd, S BeAb BCe BpeMsI CTOsIAA PSIAOM C
ABepblo. B TyareTe? CAMIIKOM MHOTO BPpeMEHU IIPOIIIAO.
Bce eme B ToM KabOuHeTe, TA€ ... — MBICAB 000pPBarach
13-3a OUePEeAHOro yKoAa coBecTH. UM TyT >Ke BO3HUKAAQ HO-
Basg: — A BAPYT €My CTaAO0 IIAOXO IIOCAe Moero xykKa? He-
AOBEK ITOJKHUAOM, A ¥ TOAOBOU IIPUAOIKUACS IPUANYHO...»
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Bepa nocnemmaa K KaOUHETY.

Bomna. Oraspenracs. CHauara OHa HUKOTO He yBUAE-
AQ, HO KOTAQ TAa3a MPUBBIKAY K IOAYMPAaKy, paccMOTpeAa
Aeskallero My>kumHy. Cepalle eKHYAO OT HeXOPOIIIero
npepuyBcTBU4. «HaBepHOE, mpaBaa ¢ cepALleM MAOXO CTa-
AO, — MEeABKHYAAQ ITaHMYecKas MBICAL. — [locae moero
yAapa OH cpa3y HOAHSIACS Ha HOTH U YTO-TO 3aKpUYaA MHe
BCAEA, Tellepb AEXKUT, He IIEeBEAUTCH...»

Bepa cypOpPOKHO BBIAOXHYAA U CAeAdrd HECKOABKO
1IaroB BIepea. B Hocy BAPyT 3amunano. «4eM Tak oTBpa-
TUTEABHO IaxHeT? TA>KeAo, AUIKO... — IIPOHECAOCH B ee
Mo3ry. Y1 BAOTOHKY BOIIPOCY BO3HUK OTBeT: — KpoBbiO!»

Tpsacyierica pykoll Bepa Hamlynara BBIKAIOYATEAD.
[ITKOABHBIU KAQCC, YCTABAEHHBIU AePEBSIHHBIMU IIaPTaMH,
OCBETUACS JKeATOBATHIM cBeTOM. CTaAu BUAHBI HAATIUCHU
Ha CTOAEIIHUIaX, MEAOBBIE Pa3BOABI HA AOCKE, IIBIAB TTOA
CTeANAKAMHU, MEAKHM MyCOp B yTrAax... A ellle OrpoMHasa
KpOBaBas Ay’kKa B OAHOM M3 HHUX. B ToM camoMm, Tae Aeskan
JeAoBeK, KoToporo Bepa yaapuaa.

W yeaoBeK 3TOT ObIA MepTB!



Yacts I

3HAKOMble HE3HAKOMUbl

I'hraBa 1

Hawu gru

Bepa HuKOrpAa He ObIBaAa Ha BCTpeUaxX OAHOKAACCHU-
KoB. boaee Toro — u He cobupanack. Bo3MO>KHO, TpUYH-
Ha KPBIAACh B TOM, YTO OHA CMEHUAQ IIKOAY IePEeA TeM,
Kak IIepelTu B BOCbMOM KAacc, HO cama Bepa cumtara —
AeA0 B ApyToM. [TpocTo et He XOTEAOCh CHOBA BUAETH TeX,
C KeM OHa 60K 0 OOK IIPOBEAa CeMb IIIKOABHBIX AET. 3aueM
OHU el HY>KHEBI, 3TH Uy>K1e AIOAU? AQAHO OBI OHU B AETCT-
Be-IOHOCTU OAU3KUMU OBIAY, @ TO BEAb U TOTAQ TPEACTaB-
ASIAU AAST HEEe MaAO UHTepeca, Aa U CaMU €10 TOXKe COBCeM
He WHTEepPeCcOBaAUCh., XOTs, €CAU OBITH COBCEM YECTHOMH,
OBIAO y Hee B CBOe BpeMs ABa APYTa-OAHOKAACCHUKA, HO C
TeX IIOP CTOABKO BOABI YTEKAO, UTO CMEITHO Telephb O OblI-
AOM TOBapUIlleCTBE BCIIOMUHATD.

Korpa Bepa noayunaa 1o 3AeKTPOHHOM ITOUYTE IIPUTAQ-
lIeHWe Ha IOOMAeNHBIM Oan BBIIYCKHUKOB IIKOABI (OHO
MIPUIIAO Ha OPUITMAABHBIN apapec ee GUPMBI), IEPBOE, UTO
IIPHUIIAO €U B TOAOBY, OBIAO: He ITOoeAy. AaAHO OFI ellfe JKU-
Ad B TOM >XKe TOPOAE, HO €XaTh 3a MATHCOT KUAOMETPOB pa-
AW COMHUTEABHOTO YAOBOABCTBUS YBUAETH OBIBIIUX CO-
VUYEHHUKOB M IIeAQTOTOB — AEAO 3p4IllHOoe. Maao Toro, 4To
MIPUAETCS IIodepa CBOETO HATIPSATATh (He TallTUTHCS JKe Ha
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oe3Ae), Tak ellle U CaMOU OT AeA OTPBIBATHCA... Aa U IIIKO-
Ay OHAa 3aKaHuMBaAa APYIVIO.

Ho notoMm Bepa BAPYT noiiMara cebs Ha AuaMeTpaAb-
HO TPOTUBOIIOAOJKHOM MBICAM: «A MOJKET, BCe JKe CKa-
TaTh? C TOrO MOMEHTa, KOTAA 51 B IOCAEAHUN Pa3 BUAEAA
CBOUX TaK Ha3bIBaeMBIX APY3el, IPOIIAO MOUYTU AECITh
AeT. IHTepecHOo, YTO ¢ HUMM 3@ 3TO BpeMsl ITPOU30IIIAO?
Kak m3MeHUAACh UX KU3HbB? »

W Bepa noexana. bpocuaa penaa, Hanpsraa modepa.

l'opop, oTKypa OHa OBIAG POAOM, HE OTHOCHACS K YHC-
Ay MeranoancoB. OH pa’ke He IIONaA B Pas3psip, KPYIHBIX
HaCeAeHHBIX IYHKTOB. Bcero AWIb paiOHHBIN IIEHTP. A C
APYTOM CTOPOHBI, KaKas-HUKaKasg CTOAUIIa palioHa, Tak
nmoyeMy >XK B HeM HeT IPUAUYHOMN TOCTUHUIILI? BepHee,
paHbllle He OBIAO, HO Bepa Hapedaaach, 4TO 3a MUHYBIIIee
AeCSITHUAeTHEe OHa HOosIBUAACh. AH HeT! Mara3zmHoB IOHa-
CTPOMAHU, TPU Oapa OTKPHIAU, ABE CAYHBI U OAUH CIIOPT-
KAYO, a OTeAb AAS NIPUEe3’KaIoIUX B TOPOA TOCTeH Tak U
ocTancs B npoekTe. M npuirock Bepe 3a6poHUpOBaTH
HOMEP B COCEAHEM TOPOAE, B TOM CaMOM, KyAa OHa Iepe-
exana IMOAPOCTKOM.

BcTpeua BEHINYCKHUKOB OblAQ Ha3HaueHa Ha TPHU 4daca
DHS.

Bepa mpubbina B TOPOA B OAMHHAAIIATH, BpeMeHU Ha
cOopHI OBIAO TIpepocTaTouHO. OHA yclleaa IPUHATD AYII,
YAOKUTH BOAOCHI, HAKPACUTHCS, OAETHCH.

Hapsa Ha npeacTosiiiee Meponpusatue Bepa BeIOMpa-
Aa poaTo. CHavyaAa XOoTeAa 0OOAQUUTHLCS B OAMH U3 CBOUX
AEAOBBIX KOCTIOMOB, 3aTeM B KaKOoe-HUOYAb KOKTEMABHOE
TIAQThE OT UMEHUTOTO AM3alHepa, a MIOTOM, PEeIlnB, YTO
5TO OYAET CAHUIIKOM BBIUYPHO, HAAyMaAa IIOUTU B AJKUH-
cax u ¢yTooake. B ob1ieM, mepebpara Kydy BapUaHTOB.
Ho ocTaHOBHAACH Ha IPOCTHIX OPIOKAX U IIEAKOBOM OAY3-



Ke, KOTOPYIO KyIIAa B IIPOIIAOM TOAY B [lapmke Ha pac-
npoaaske. Bellb OblAa HE U3 TTOCAEAHEN KOAAEKIIUU U Ha
BelllaaKe CMOTpeAach OTBPATUTEABHO. Bepa Ha Hee BHU-
MaHUe oOpaTHUAd AUIIL IIOTOMY, YTO OHA ObIAA ee AI0OUMO-
ro HebOecHO-TOAyOOro 11BeTa. Ho cTomAo eir HapeThb OAy3-
Ky, KaK CTaAO SICHO — 3TO ee Belllb. bAy3Ka Tak 3A0pOBO
CHUAEeAd U TaK BBHITOAHO TTOAUEpKUBaAa ee TeneAbHO-ce-
PpeOpHUCTHIN IIBET BOAOC, YTO Bepa yIlina U3 Mara3uHa Ips-
MO B HEM M HOCHAQ BCE AHU AO OTBE3Ad. A BOT BEPHYB-
muchk B Poccuio, GoAabllle He HapeBara. AAsd pabOThbl —
CAMIIIKOM HeOPMaABHO, AASI AOCyTa — IIPOCTOBATO (Ca-
Masi OObIYHAasI, He OpeHAOBAas Belllb, @ B TOM O0IIIEeCTBe, TAe
Bepa Bpaianrack, 9T0 CIUTAAOCH IPU3HAKOM AYPHOTO TO-
HA), A AOMa — HeypA00HO. M BOT Teniepb OAy3Ka IIPUTO-
AVAACh.

Bepa oTnpaBuaack Ha BCTpeuy ¢ HEOOABIINM OIIO3Aa-
HueM. UTOOBI He BHIIIEHAPUBATHCH, BeAeAa Hodepy ocTa-
HOBUTH MaIlIMHY He y IIKOABHOTO KPHBIABIIG, a 3@ 3a00POoM.
U npaBuabHO cperara!l V0o Ha ITKOABHOM ABOPE, TAe KO-
TAQ-TO TPOXOAVUAM AUHEUWKU, aBTOMOOUAU CTOSIAML BIIPU-
TBIK APYT K APYTY. «HUTO JK, IOHATHO, — XMBIKHyAA Be-
pa. — ApPYT Ilepep APYTOM PeIIUAU TaUKaMM IIOXBAAUTh-
cs! To-TO HU OAHOM «KOIeMKH» UAU «MOCKBHUYa» HeT.
[TpenMymiecTBeHHO MHOMAapKH, pa30aBAeHHBIE HOBEHbB-
KUMU OTE€UYECTBEHHBIMHU aBTO...»

CpeAr HECKOABKUX AECSATKOB MAIIIMH OCOOEHHO BhIAE-
ASIAQCh OAHA: KpacHas CIOPTHBHAas «XoHAa». OHa ObIAa
He caMOM AOPOTOM M3 BCEX MMEIOUIUXCsI, HO OeCCIIOPHO
camoi appexkTHOM. «KakeTcs, 51 3Ha0, KTO Ha HEU IIpu-
KaTupa, — nopymaasa Bepa. — Crac PapyruH, OoAabllle He-
KoMmy. OH Bceraa XoTeA OBITh B IleHTpe BHUMAaHU, TaK 4TO
U Tellepb HaBEpHSKA Aa’Ke B BEIOOpPE CPEACTBA MePEABU-

o ‘ Oasra Boropapekas
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KeHHsI PYKOBOACTBYETCSI He IIPAKTHYHOCTHIO, @ OPOCKO-
CTBIO...»

Crac PapyruH OBIA OAHUM U3 ABYX TaK Ha3bIBAE€MBIX
Bepunbix aApysei. Enje oH OBIA ee epBOU AOOOBBIO U
epBOM HEHAaBUCTHIO. Kpome TOro, elje MHOTO KeM OBIA,
HO Bepa He >kenranra 6epepUTh AYIITY BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMU O
TeX IIepuopax CBOEU >KU3HU, KOTOpPble OBIAU CBSI3aHBI
co CracoM. A BOT MOCMOTPETh Ha HEro XoTeAocCh. MHTe-
PecHO, OH TaKOM JKe KpaCaBUMK, KaK PaHbIIIe, UAW TTOABI-
CeA, PACTOACTEA U CTaA 3AOYHIOTPEOASITH aAKOTOAEM?
A Illypa, BTOpas U3 UX KOTAQ-TO APY’KHOM TPOUIIBLI, KAKOU
OHa cTana?

— TlpuBert, Yatika! — ycanliiara Bepa u o6epHyAach.

Ha Hee cMOTpeA TOACTBIM, ABICHIN, SBHO 3A0yIIOTPEO6-
ASIOMIUM aAKOTOAEM MY’>KUYMHA B AOOPOTHOM KOCTIOME U
IpU AOPOTUX Yacax. Bepa AOATO paccMaTpuBaAa ero, HO
Tak U He y3Hara. He Ctac, 3T0 TOUuHO, HO KTO? AOIIEHbIH,
OoraTell, caMOyBepeHHBIN. OAeT ¢ TeM IIPOBUHIIMAABHBEIM
IIMKOM, KOTOPHIY BBI3BIBAET ¥ CTOAMUYHBIX OM3HECMEHOB
KPUBYIO YABIOKY, @ Y «ye3AHBIX» OapbIllleHb BOCXUIIIEH-
HBINA B3A0X.

— HeysXTO 4 Tak U3MeHUACA? — MPOBOPYAA MY>KUU-
HA HEMHOT'0 OOM>KeHHO. — Toraa pas3pelin IpeACTaBUTh-
cs1: Koueros I'letp Cepreesuu.

— Ilera? — axuyaa Bepa.

Ona noMHUAQA [TeTbKy KyAPSIBBIM MYCKYAUCTBIM Hap-
HeM, BBHIIINOAQIOIIUM U3 AaPEeYHUKOB M3AY. B ABapLaTs C
HeOOABIIUM Y Hero OBIAO TaKOe TEAO, YTO XOThb Ha KOH-
Kypc «Mucrtep BceaenHas» oTnpaBasail. Toraa oH BCceM
npeAcTaBAsiacs KoueToM (TakoBa Oblra ero KAMYKa). Te-
neps ke [Terpom CepreesuueM... OpHako!

— TBI HA caMOM AeAe OYeHb U3MeHUACs... — M 1o-
CIIeITHO A0OaBMAA: — B AyUIllyIO CTOPOHY, — HUMes B BUAY



