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benbie Houn
CeHTUMEHTAIbHBIA pOMaH
M3 BocrioMuHaHUM MeuTaTes

..M b bvLn 0H co30an Onst moeo,
Ymobwl nobwims Xomst MCHOBEHbE
B cocedcmee cepoya meoezo?..
Us. Typeenes

Houb niepBas

Bruta yynHas HOUb, Takast HOUb, KOTOpask pa3Be TOIBKO M MOXKET OBITH TOTJIa, KOTa
MBI MOJIOZBL, TF00C3HBIN ynTaTelb. He0o ObLIO Takoe 3BE3AHOE, TAKOE CBETIOE HEOO,
YTO, B3IISIHYB Ha HETO, HEBOJIBHO HYXKHO OBIJIO CIIPOCUTH Ce0s: HEYXKEIU KEe MOTYT
JKUTh 1Ol TAKUM HEOOM paszHble CEpAUTHIE U KalpU3HbIE JIOAU? DTO TOXKE MOJIOIAON
BOIIPOC, JTHOOE3HBIN YUTATEh, OYCHb MOJIO/ION, HO MOILJIM €ro BaM roCIo/Ib Yalie Ha
nyury!.. ToBOps 0 KalpyU3HBIX U Pa3HbIX CEPIUTHIX TOCIOAX, 1 HE MOT HE IIPUTTOMHHUTH
U CBOETO OJIATOHPABHOTO TOBEICHUS BO BeCh 3TOT JieHb. C caMoro yTpa MeHs cTaja
MYYHUTh KaKas-TO YIUBUTEIbHAs TOCKa. MHE BAPYT MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO MEHSI, OJIMHOKOTO,
BCE TMOKHIAIOT M YTO BCE OT MEHs OTcTymaroTcs. OHO, KOHEUHO, BCIKWH BIpaBe
CHPOCHTB: KTO 3K 3TH BCe? MOTOMY UTO BOT Y€ BOCEMb JIET, KaK s )HBY B [leTepOyp-
Te U MOYTH HU OJHOTO 3HAKOMCTBA He yMmed 3aBecTH. Ho k uemy MHe 3HakoMcTBa? MHe
u 6e3 Toro 3HakoM Bech IleTepOypr; BOT moueMy MHE M MOKa3ajoCh, YTO MEHS BCe
TMOKUAIOT, Korna Bech [lerepOypr mogHsuICsS W BAPYT yexas Ha Jady. MHe CTpaiiHo
CTaJI0 OCTABAThLCS OMHOMY, U IIEIBIX TPH JTHS sI OPOIMII IO TOPOIY B IIYOOKOH TOCKE,
peUIUTENnsHO He IOHUMas, 4To2 co MHOM nenaercs. [loiay nu Ha HeBckuit, moiiny imu
B caJI, OpoKy JIr 110 HaOepeKHOH — HU OJTHOTO JINIIA M3 TeX, KOTO MPUBBIK BCTPEYATh B
TOM K€ MECTe B U3BECTHBIN Yac, Ienblid rof. OHM, KOHEYHO, HE 3HAIOT MEHSI, Ja SI-TO
UX 3Ha10. Sl KOPOTKO MX 3HAI0; 5 MOYTH M3YYMI UX PU3HOHOMHH — H JIIOOYIOCH Ha HUX,
KOTJIa OHU BECEJIbI, U XaHPIO, KOTa OHH 3aTyMaHsATCs. S MOUTH CBeN APYXKOY C OTHUM
CTapUy4KOM, KOTOPOTO BCTPEUAl0 KaXKIbIi O0KUI IeHb, B M3BECTHBIN yac, Ha DoHTaH-
ke. u3noHOMHUsI Takas BakKHas, 3aJyMYHBasi; BCE IICMTYET MOJ] HOC U MaxaeT JICBOU
PYKOH, a B TIpaBO y HETO JUTMHHAS CYYKOBaTas TPOCTh C 30JIOTHIM HAOATAITHHKOM.
Jlaxxe OH 3aMETHIT MEHS ¥ IPUHUMAET BO MHE JyIlIeBHOE ydacTtue. CIyduch, 4To s He
Oy/ly B M3BECTHBIN Yac Ha TOM ke MecTe DOHTAHKH, sl YBEPEH, UTO HA HETO HamajIeT
xaHapa. BoT oT4ero Mpl HHOT/IA UyTh HE KJIAHAEMCS JIPYT C APYTOM, OCOOEHHO KOTIa
00a B XOpOIIeM pacrloNoKeHnu nyxa. HaMmeaHu, kora Mel HE BUAAJKCD IIETIbIE Ba
JTHS ¥ HA TPETUH JeHb BCTPETUIIMCh, MBI YK€ ObLITO M CXBAaTHWJIMCH 3a HUISTHI, Aa O1aro
OTIOMHUJIMCH BOBPEMSI, OYCTHIIM PYKH U C y4aCTHEM MPOLIH IPYT mojuie Apyra. MHe
TOXe W JIoMa 3HakoMbl. Korja s uay, Kaxaelid kak OynTo 3aberaer BIepen MEHS Ha
VIUILY, TJISAIUT Ha MEHS BO BCE OKHA U YyTh HE TOBOPUT: «3/IPaBCTBYMTE; KaK Ballle
310pOBbe? U 41, cllaBa 00T, 31I0POB, a KO MHE B Mae Mecsiiie MpruoaBsaT 3tax». Mmm: «Kax
Balle 3l0poBbe? a MEHS 3aBTpa B MOUUHKY». Wnu: «SI uyTh HE cropen U IpuUTOM HC-
ImyTancs» u T. . I3 HUX y MeHs eCTh JIOOUMIIBI, €CTh KOPOTKHE MPHUSATENH; OUH U3
HUX HaMEPEH JIEYUTHCS JTO JIETO Y apxuTekropa. Hapouno Oyny 3aXOTh KaXkKIblid
JIeHb, YT00 He 3alleUnsIi Kak-HUOyab, coxpanu ero rocrnoau!.. Ho Hukoraa ne 3abyny
HCTOPUU C OTHUM IIPEXOPOLICHHKUM CBETIO-PO30BBIM JOMUKOM. DTO OBLT TAaKOH MHU-
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JICHPKUH KaMEHHBIA JIOMHK, TaK NMPUBETIMBO CMOTpPEN HAa MEHS, TaK TOPICIHBO
CMOTpEeN Ha CBOWMX HEYKIIOXKHX COCENeH, 9TO MOE€ CepAlle PaJoBajoCh, KOTJa MHE
CITy4asioch MPOXOIUTE MUMO. BApyT Ha mponutoil Hexene s MPOXoXKy IO YIHIIE, B KaK
MIOCMOTPEN Ha HPHUSTENS — CIBIILY JKAJTOOHBIM KPHUK: «A MEHS KpacsAT B JKEITYIO
kpacky!» 3momeu! BapBapbl! OHU He MOIIAAWIN HUYETO: HU KOJOHH, HU KapHU30B, U
MOMH IIPUSTEND MTOKENTEN, KAK KaHApehKa. Y MeHs 4yTh HE pa3Iuiach KeJI4b 10 ITOMY
Clly4aro, U s elle J0 CHX HOp He B CHJIaX ObUI MOBUAATHCS C U3YPOJOBAHHBIM MOUM
OeIHSIKOM, KOTOPOTO PAacKpacHIIH 0] L{BET OAHEOCCHOI UMIIEPHH.

HTak, BBl HOHIMAaeTe, YUTATEIh, KAKIM 00pa3oM s 3HaKoM co BceM [letepOyprom.

S yke ckazai, 9T0 MEHs LeJIbIe TPH JHSI MydYIIIO OeCITIOKOHCTBO, TOKaMeCT 5 J0-
rajacs o Ipr4IrHe ero. 11 Ha ynune MHe ObII0 Xy#o (TOTO HET, 3TOTO HET, KyAa JIeJICs
TakoK-T0?) — 1a ¥ joMa s 0BT caM He cBO. J[Ba Beuepa J00uBaIcs si: 4ero HeIOCTaeT
MHE B MOEM YyIITy? OTYEro Tak HEJIOBKO OBLIO B HEM OCTaBaThCS? — U C HEAOYMEHHEM
OCMAaTpHBAaI s CBOU 3€NIEHBIE, 3aKONTENbIe CTEHBI, IOTOJOK, 3aBEIIAHHBII MayTHHOMH,
KOTOPYIO ¢ OOJBIIMM yCIIEXOM pa3BoiiiIa MarpeHa, ImepecMaTprBail BCIO CBOIO Me-
0eJb, OCMaTpUBAJ KXKIBIA CTYJ, TyMasi, He TyT Jin Oena? (IIOTOMy 4TO KOJIb Y MEHS
XOTB OIIMH CTYJI CTOUT HE TaK, KaK BUepa CTOSII, TaK 5 caM He CBOI) CMOTpEI Ha OKHO,
M BCE IMOHANpPAacHy... HUCKOJBKO He Oburo jerde! S maxe B3myman ObUIO IPU3BATH
MarpeHy ¥ TYyT ke Clieal el OTeUeCKHi BRITOBOP 3a MAyTHHY U BOOOIIE 3a HepsIie-
CTBO; HO OHA TOJBKO MOCMOTpEJIa Ha MEHS B yAUBJICHUHU U TOIIIA IPOYb, HE OTBETHUB
HU CJIOBA, TaK 4TO MayTHHA elle A0 CHX MOop O1aromnoxy4Ho BUCUT Ha MecTe. Hakonery
s TOJIbKO CETOJHsI MOYTpPy Jorajancs, B 4eM jaeno. J! 1a Beb OHU OT MEHs yAUPAIoT
Ha gady! IIpoctuTte 3a TpUBHAIbHOE CIIOBLIO, HO MHE OBLIO HE JJO BBICOKOI'O CJIOTA. ..
TIOTOMY UTO BEZIb BCE, YTO TONBKO HU ObLIO B [leTepOypre, mitm nepeexaio, Ui rnepe-
e3)Kajo Ha Jady; IIOTOMY YTO KaKIBIH ITOYTEHHBIH TOCIIOANH CONMUAHON HapyKXHOCTH,
HaHWMAaBIIMH U3BO3YMKA, Ha IT1a3aX MOMX TOTYAC )K€ 00pamasics B MOYTEHHOTO OTIIa
ceMeiCcTBa, KOTOPHIH ocie OOBIIEHHBIX TOJKHOCTHBIX 3aHATHH OTIIPABIISIETCS HaJIeT-
Ke B HeJjpa cBoel (pamMuiIny, Ha Jady; HOTOMY 4TO Y KaXkKI0TO IIPOXOXKETo OBLI Tereph
y’Ke COBEPILEHHO OCOOBIH BUJ, KOTOPHIH UyTh-4yTh HE TOBOPIII BCSIKOMY BCTPEUHO-
My: «MBl, TOCIIOAA, 3A€Ch TOIBKO TaK, MIMOXOJIOM, a BOT Yepe3 JBa yaca Mbl yeieM
Ha pady». OTBOPSIIOCH JM OKHO, II0 KOTOPOMY NoOapabaHWIN CHadalla TOHCHBKHUE,
Oesble, KaK caxap, MalbUMKH, U BBICOBHIBAJIACH TOJIOBKA XOPOIICHBKOH JEBYIIKH,
MTOA3BIBABIIECH Pa3HOCYHKA C TOPIIKAMH IIBETOB, — MHE TOTYAC JKE, TYT XK€ MPEICTaB-
JSTIOCH, YTO 3TH IBETHI TOJBKO TAaK MOKYTAIOTCS, TO €CTh BOBCE HE JUIA TOTO, YTOO
HACJIaXKaThCsl BECHOM M IIBETAMU B AYIIHOW TOPOACKON KBapTHPE, a 4YTO BOT OUEHb
CKOPO BCe IepeeayT Ha JIady U LBETHI ¢ COO0I0 yBe3yT. Malo Toro, g yxKe caena Takue
yCIIEXH B CBOEM HOBOM, OCOOEHHOM POJI€ OTKPBITUH, YTO yKe MOT 0€30IHuO0YHO, 10
OJTHOMY BHUJY, 0003HAYUTh, HA KaKoil KTo aade xuBeT. Oburarenu Kamennoro u An-
TEKapCKOro oCTpoBOB i [lereprod)ckoi KOpOry OTIMYAINCh W3YYEHHBIM H3SIIE-
CTBOM IIPHEMOB, HIETOJbCKHMH JIETHUMH KOCTIOMaMH M IPEKPACHBIMU SKHUIAKaMH, B
KOTOPBIX OHH Iprexaiu B ropox. XKuremu [Taproiosa u Tam, e noxansIie, ¢ mepBo-
TO B3IA/1a «BHYIIAIM CBOMM OJ1aropa3syMHeM 1 COTMIHOCTHIO; HoceTuTens Kpectos-
CKOTO OCTPOBA OTIIMYAJICSI HEBO3MYTHMO-BECEIIBIM BUIOM. YIaBaJIOCh JIN MHE BCTpe-
TUTH JUIMHHYIO NPOIECCUIO JIOMOBBIX H3BO3YMKOB, JICHUBO HIEAIINX C BOXOKAMHU B
pyKax MOJJIe BO30B, HATPYKEHHBIX LEIBIMHI TOpaMH BCAKOI MeOEIH, CTOJIOB, CTYIbEB,
JUBAaHOB TYPELKUX U HETyPELIKUX U IIPOYUM JOMAITHUM CKapOOM, Ha KOTOPOM, CBEPX
BCETO 3TOr0, 3a4acTyl0 BOCCEana, Ha caMOM BEpIIMHE B03a, TILETYyLIHAs KyXapka,
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Oeperymas 6apckoe 100po Kak 3€HHILy OKa; CMOTPEJI JIX 51 Ha TSDKENIO Harpy)KeHHBIE
JIOMAILIHEI0 YTBAPbIO JIOAKHU, CKoslb3uBIIME 10 Hee miib @onTtanke, 10 YepHol peuku
UJb OCTPOBOB, — BO3a U JIOIKHU yAECATEPSIINCH, yCOTEPSUIUCH B INIa3aX MOUX; Ka3aJ0Ch,
BCE IIO/IHSI0CH U [T0€XAJI0, BCE IEPECEISUIOCH LIEIBIMY KapaBaHaMU Ha J1ady; Ka3ajaoch,
Bech [leTepOypr rpo3ut 00paTuThCs B MyCTHIHIO, TAK YTO HAKOHEIl MHE CTaJIO CTBIAHO,
00HIHO U IPYCTHO; MHE PELINTENLHO HEKY/Ja H He3aueM ObLIO exaTh Ha Jady. 5 rotos
OBLT YITH C KaXK/{bIM BO30M, YEXaTh C Ka>K/{bIM I'OCHOIMHOM IIOYTEHHO!N HAPYXKHOCTH,
HaHMMAaBIIMM H3BO3YMKA; HO HHU OJUH, PEHIMTEIbHO HUKTO HE INPUITIACHI MEHS;
CJIOBHO 3a0BUTH MEHS, CJIOBHO S JJIs1 HUX OBLI M B CAMOM JIeJie 9yKoi¥i!

51 Xomwit MHOTO M JIONITO, TaK YTO YK€ COBCEM YCIEN, IT0 CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHHIO,
3a0BITh, T/IE 51, KaK BAPYT OUYTHJICS y 3acTaBbl. BMUT MHE cTayo Beceno, U s Martya
3a nurar6ayM, Momrex MeX/y 3aCesHHBIX IO U JIyTroB, HEe CIBIIMIAN YCTalIOCTH, HO
qyBCTBOBAJ TOJIBEKO BCEM COCTABOM CBOMM, UTO KaKkoe-To OpeMs CriaJaeT ¢ AyIIu MOEH.
Bce npoezxue cMOTpenu Ha MEHs TaK IPUBETINBO, YTO PEIIUTENBHO UyTh HE KIIaHA-
JMCh; Bce OBUTH TaK pajibl YeEMY-TO, BCE 10 OHOTO KypHJIM curapsl. U s Ob11 pan, Kak
ellle HUKOIJa CO MHOW He ciaydanoch. TouHO s BApYr ouyTuics B Mramum — Tak
CHJIHHO MTOPa3WiIa IIPHPOIa MEHs, TIOTyOOIFHOTO TOPOYKaHWHA, Yy Th HE 3aJJOXHYBIIIe-
rocsi B TOPOJICKUX CTCHAX.

EcTb 94T0-TO HEM3BSICHUMO-TPOTATEIbHOE B HAIIICH ITeTepOyprekoi Mpuposie, Koraa
OHA, C HACTYILICHUEM BECHBI, BAPYT BBIKAXKET BCIO MOIIb CBOIO, BCE JAPOBaHHbIC €il
HEOOM CHIIBI, OMYIIUTCS, Pa3pAIUTCs, YIeCTPUTCA I[BeTaMH... Kak-To HEBOJIIBHO Ha-
MIOMHHAET OHA MHE Ty JIEBYILIKY, YaXJIYI0 U XBOPYIO, Ha KOTOPYIO BB CMOTPHUTE HHOTA
C COXKaJICHHEeM, MHOIZIA C KaKOI0-TO COCTPaaTeIbHOIO JII0O0BBIO, HHOT/A JKE MTPOCTO
HE 3aMedaeTe ee, HO KOTopas BAPYT, Ha OIUH MHI, KaK-TO HEYasHHO CIEIaeTCs
HEU3bSICHUMO, UyJJHO IIPEKPACHOI0, a BbI, IOPAXKEHHBIN, YIIOEHHBIN, HEBOJILHO CIIpa-
mmBaeTe ce0s: Kakas CHiIa 3aCTaBHiIa OJHMCTAaTh TAKMM OTHEM 3TH IPyCTHEIC, 3aTyM-
YHBbIE IM1a3a? YTO BBI3BAJIO KPOBB Ha 3TH OJIETHBIE, MOXYAEBIIHNE MEKN? YTO 00IHI0
CTPACTBIO ATU HEXKHBIE YEPTHI JHIA? OTYETO TaK B3JBIMAETCA 3Ta TPyAb? YTO Tak
BHE3aITHO BBI3BAJIO CHITY, XKHM3Hb U KPAaCOTy Ha JIHI[0 OeITHOM AEeBYIIKH, 3aCTaBUIIO €TO
3a0IMCTaTh TAKO! YIBIOKOH, 0KMBUTHCS TAKUM CBEPKAIOIMM, HCKPOMETHBIM CMEXOM?
Bel cMoTpHTE KpyroMm, BBl KOI0-TO UILETE, BBl J0rajbIBaeTech. .. Ho Mur npoxonur, u,
MOXXET OBbITh, HAa3aBTPa JKE€ BBl BCTPETUTE OIAThH TOT K€ 3aJ[yMUHMBBIN U pacCesTHHBINA
B3IVIAI, KaK U TIPEXkJIe, TO ke OIeHOe JINII0, TY K€ TIOKOPHOCTH U pOOOCTh B JIBIIKE-
HUSX U JJaXK€ pacKasHUe, 1axe clebl KaKOW-TO MEPTBSILEH TOCKU U JOCaJbl 32 MU-
HYTHOE yBJI€4eHHe. .. [ >kaib BaM, 9TO TaK CKOPO, Tak O€3BO3BPATHO 3aBsijia MTHOBCH-
Hasl KpacoTa, 4To Tak 0OMAaHYMBO U HAIPAcHO OJIECHYNA OHa Mepej BaMH — XKajlb OT-
TOTO, YTO JIaKe MOMIOOUTH e BaM He ObLJI0 BpEMEHH. . .

A Bce-Taku MOst HOub Obl1a nyyine aHs! BoT kak 310 ObL10.

51 mpuen Ha3ax B TOPOA OYEHB IO3]HO, U yXe MPOOMIIO JIeCATh 4acoB, KOrna s
CTaJl ITOAXOAUTH K KBapTupe. Jlopora Mos 1uta no HabepexHOi kaHalla, Ha KOTOPOii B
3TOT Yac HE BCTPETUIIb >KUBOM nymu. IIpaBna, s )kMBY B OTHajeHHEHIIEH YacTH ro-
pona. S men u nesn, NOTOMy 4TO, KOTZa s CYACTIIUB, 1 HEIIPEMEHHO MYPJIBIKAIO 4TO-
HUOYIH PO ce0sl, KaKk U BCAKUI CUaCTIIMBBIN YeTI0BEK, y KOTOPOTO HET HHU JIpy3eHl, HI
JOOPBIX 3HAKOMBIX M KOTOPOMY B PaJlOCTHYIO MUHYTY HE C KeM pa3iesIUTh CBOIO pa-
JIOCTb. BIpyr co MHOI Clly4HJI0Ch caMO€ HEOXKHUIaHHOE IPUKITIOUEHUE.

B cToponke, MPUCIOHMBILKCH K TIEpUIaM KaHaJa, CTOsIA )KEHIINHA; OOJIOKOTHB-
LIMCh HA PELIEeTKY, OHA, NMO-BUAUMOMY, OUYEHb BHHMATEIBHO CMOTpENA Ha MYTHYIO
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Bony kaHaia. OHa ObUTa ofleTa B MPEMUICHBKOHN JKEITOW NUIANKE U B KOKCTIHBOM
YepHOH MaHTHIBKE. «DTO JIEByIIKa, M HEMPEMEHHO OpIOHEeTKa», — moxyman 1. OHa,
Ka)XeTCs, He CIIBIXaJla IIaroB MOUX, JaXKe He IMIEeBEIbHYNACh, KOTAA s MPOIIeT MHMO,
3aTauB ABIXaHHUE U C CUIIBHO 3a0uBIIMMCs cepaieM. « CTpaHHO! — moyMmalt s, — BEpHO,
OHA 0 YeM-HHOY/Ib OU€Hb 3ayMallachy», 1 BAPYT S OCTAHOBUIICS KaK BKOIIAHHBIN. MHe
MOCTBIIANOCh ITyXoe pelgaHue. [la! s He oOMaHyncs: AeByIIKa IUlakana, U depes
MHHYTY €Il U ellle BCXJIunbIBaHue. boxke Moii! ¥V Mens cepane cxanock. U kak st HI
POOOK ¢ XKEHIMHAMHY, HO Be[b 3TO ObliIa Takast MUHYTa!.. Sl BOpOTHIICS, IarHYI K HEH
1 HeTpeMeHHO OBl pon3Hec: «CymapbIHs!» — eciti O TONBKO He 3HAJ, YTO 3TO BOCKIIH-
[IaHKe YK€ THICATY pa3 IPON3HOCHIIOCH BO BCEX PYCCKUX BEIMKOCBETCKHX POMAaHaX.
310 071HO M OCTAHOBMIIO MeHs. Ho moKamecT st PUICKHUBAJI CJIOBO, ICBYIIIKA OUHYJIACH,
OIVISIHYNAach, CIOXBaTUJIACh, MOTYIHUIACH U CKOIB3HYIa MUMO MEHS M0 HabepeKHOI.
S ToTuac ke MOILeN BCIeA 3a Hel, HO OHa JIoTajanach, OCTaBMIIa HabepekHy!o, Iepe-
1I1J1a Yepe3 YIUIly U MollIa o TpoTyapy. S He nocMmen nepeiitu yepes ynuny. Cepate
MoO€ Tpererano, Kak y NoMMaHHOH NTUYKU. BApyr oquH ciiyyaii mpuIien ko MHE Ha
TTOMOMIB.

ITo Toit cTOpoHE TpOTyapa, HeaIeKo OT MOSH HE3HAKOMKH, BAPYT HOSIBHIICS TOC-
TTOAWH BO (ppaKxe, COMMIHBIX JIET, HO HENIb3s CKa3aTh, 4T00 conmaHon moxoaku. OH me,
MOMIATHIBASICH M OCTOPOXKHO ONHPAACH 00 CTEHKY. J[eByIIka xke IIa CJIOBHO CTPEJIKa,
TOPOILIMBO U POOKO, KaK BOOOIIIE XOIAT BCE JEBYIIKH, KOTOPBIE HE XOTAT, 4TOO KTO-
HUOYJb BBI3BAJICS IPOBOXKATH UX HOYBIO IOMOH, U, KOHEYHO, KAUaBITHHCS TOCIOANH
HU 3a YTO He JOorHai Obl ee, eciu O cyap0a MOsl He HaJJOyMHIIa €ro MOUCKaTh UCKyC-
CTBEHHBIX CPEJCTB. BIpyT, HE cka3aB HUKOMY HHM CJIOBa, MOM FOCIIOAMH CPBIBAETCS C
MecTa H JIETHT CO BCEX HOT, OCXXHT, JOTOHSS MOIO He3HaKOMKY. OHa I11a Kak BeTep, HO
KOJIBIXaBIITHICS TOCIIOIH HACTHUTAJl, HACTHT, AEBYIIIKA BCKPHKHYJIA — 1. . . 5l OJIar0CIIOB-
JISTFO CyB0Y 3@ MPEBOCXOJHYIO CYUKOBATYIO MANKY, KOTOpast CIIydHIach Ha 3TOT pa3 B
MOeH IpaBoil pyke. Sl MUTOM OuyTUIICA HA TOM CTOPOHE TPOTyapa, MUIOM HE3BaHbII
TOCTIOJIMH IOHSLI, B UeM JIeTI0, IPUHII B COO0pakeHHe HEOTPa3UMBIH Pe30H, 3aMOJTIall,
OTCTal U, TOJIBKO KOTJa yXKe MbI ObLTH O4YEeHb JalIeKo, IPOTECTOBAN IPOTHB MEHS B
JIOBOJIBHO DHEPrUYecKuX TepMHuHax. Ho 10 Hac ef(Ba JjoneTenu cloBa ero.

— JlaliTe MHE pyKy, — CKa3aJl s MOl HE3HAKOMKE, — M OH HE TOCMEET OOIbILE K HaM
MIPUCTABATh.

Omna Mo4a rmojaxa MHE CBOIO PYKY, €Ille IPOKaBIIyI0 OT BOJIHEHHUS H uctyra. O,
HE3BaHBIN TOCNOANH! Kak 51 6JarocioBysuT TeOst B ATy MUHYTY! S MEJIbKOM B3TJISHYI
Ha Hee: OHa ObLIa IpeMIUICHbKas U OpIOHETKa — s yrajajl;, Ha ee YepHBIX PECHUIAX
eme GrecTeny CIC3MHKH HENaBHETO UCITyTa WIH IPEeKHEro rops, — He 3Hato. Ho Ha
rybax yxke cBepkaina ynsioka. OHa Toxe B3IISIHYy/Ia Ha MEHsI YKPaJKOH, clerka mokpac-
Hella U TOTYTNUIACh.

— Bor Buaute, 3aueM e BbI Torna otorHaiay MeHa? Ecim 6 st ObL1 TyT, HUUEro Ob
HE CITy4UIIOCh. ..

— Ho s Bac He 3Hana: 51 xymaia, 910 BEI TOXE. ..

— A pasBe BbI TelIEpb MEH 3HaeTe?

— Hemuoxxko. Bort, Hanpumep, oT4ero BbI ApoxuTe?

— O, BBI yrajgany c nepBoro pasa! — oTBedan st B BOCTOPIE, 9TO MOs AEBYIIKA yM-
HUIIA: 3TO IIPU KpacoTe HUKOTA He MemIaeT. — Jla, BBI ¢ IEpBOTo B3MILAa yrajgaid, ¢
KeM umeere aeno. TouHo, s pOoOOK € JKCHIMHAMH, 5 B BOJHEHbE, HE CIIOpIO, HE
MEHbIIIe, KaK ObLIM BBl MHHYTY Ha3a[, KOTZa 3TOT TOCIOJUH HCITyTall Bac. .. S B KaKOM-
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TO HCIyTe Terepb. TOYHO COH, a s Take U BO CHE HE rajall, 9To KOoraa-HuOynb Oymy
TOBOPHUTH XOTh C KAKOH-HUOYb KCHIIINHOM.

— Kak? ne-yxe-nmu?

— a, ecnu pyka MOst APOXKUT, TO 3TO OTTOTO, YTO HUKOTTA Il e He 00XBaThIBaIa
Takasl XOpOILCHbKAs MaJleHbKasi pydkKa, Kak Bama. I cOBCEM OTBBIK OT JKCHIIUH; TO
€CTb 51 K HUM ¥ HE NIPUBBIKAJI HUKOT/A; s BeAb OJMH... S 1ake HE 3Ha0, KaK TOBOPHUTH
¢ HUMH. BoT 1 Terneps He 3Har0 — HE CKa3aJl JIM BaM KakoH-HUOyab rrynoctu? Ckaku-
TE MHE IIPSIMO; NPEeIYIPEX/ato Bac, 1 HE OOUIUMB. ..

— Her, Hruero, Hugero; Hanpotus. U eciu yxe BBl TpeOyeTe, 9T00 s ObIIa OTKPO-
BEHHA, TaK s BaM CKaXy, YTO )KECHII[THAM HPABHUTCS Takasi poOOCTh; a €CIIH BBl XOTHTE
3HaTh OOJIBINIE, TO ¥ MHE OHA TOXKE HPABUTCS, U 51 HE OTTOHIO Bac OT ceds IO CaMoro
JoMa.

— BBl cienaere co MHOIA, — Haya s, 3a7bIXasiCh OT BOCTOPra, — 4TO 51 TOTYAC JKe
nepectany poOeTh M TOr/ia — MpoIail Bce MOM cpejcTnal..

— CpencTBa? KakHe CpeICTBa, K YeMy? BOT 3TO YK JIypHO.

— Bunosar, He Oymy, y MEHS ¢ sI3bIKa COPBAJIOCh; HO KakK € BBl XOTUTE, YTOO B
TaKy0 MUHYTY He OBIIO JKEeTaHus. . .

— IlonpaButhcsl, 4to au?

— Hy na; na Gynsre, pagu 6ora, Oyasre noopsl. [Tocymute, kto si! Beap BOT yx MHE
JIBaJIIIaTh IIECTH JIET, a 51 HUKOTO HUKOra He Buaan. Hy, kak ske s MOTy XOpOIIo TOBO-
pUTh, TOBKO U KcTaTtu? Bam e OyneT BhIrogHee, Korjaa Bce OyieT OTKPBITO, HApYXKy. ..
51 He ymelo Mo4ark, Koraa cepaue Bo MHe roBoput. Hy, na Bce pasHo... IToBepute
JIM, HY OJTHOM *KEHIIMHBI, HUKOT/a, HUKorna! Hukakoro 3HakoMcTBa! M TONBKO MEUTAI0
Ka)KZBII IeHb, YTO HAKOHEI-TO KOT/1a-HHOY/b S BCTpedy KOro-HuOyab. AX, ecii O BbI
3HAJIHN, CKOJIBKO pa3 s ObUT BIIOOJICH TaKUM 00pa3oMm!..

— Ho xaxk ke, B koro xe?..

— Jla HM B KOTO, B M/€aJ, B Ty, KOTOpas IPHCHHUTCS BO CHE. Sl co3maio B MedTax
nensle pomassl. O, Bl MeHs He 3HaeTe! [IpaBna, Henb3s ke 6e3 Toro, 1 BCTpedan IByX-
TpeX JKEeHILMH, HO KaKUe OHM KEHIIMHBI? 3TO BCE TakHe X03sHku, uro... Ho g Bac
HacMelly, s PaCCKaXy BaM, YTO HECKOJILKO pa3 JyMas 3arOBOPHTb, TaK, 3alPOCTO, C
KaKoW-HUOyIb apuCTOKPATKON Ha YIIUIE, pa3yMEeeTCsl, KOTa OHa OJHA; 3aTOBOPUT,
KOHEYHO, POOKO, MOYTHTEIBHO, CTPACTHO; CKa3aTh, YTO NOTHOAI0 OJMH, YTOO OHA HE
OTTOHSIA MEHs, YTO HET CPEICTBA Y3HATh XOTh KaKyl-HUOYIb KEHIINHY; BHYIINTD
e, 9To Nake B OOS3aHHOCTSAX JKEHIIMHBI HE OTBEPTHYTh POOKOH MOJBOBI TAaKOTO
HECYacTHOTO YelIoBeKa, Kak 5. UTo, HaKoHeIl, 1 BCe, 4ero s TpeOyro, COCTOUT B TOM
TONBKO, YT00 CKa3aTh MHE KaKue-HHOYIb ABa CI0Ba OpaTCKHeE, C y9aCcTHEM, HE OTOTHATh
MEHS C NIEPBOTO I11ara, MOBEPUTh MHE Ha CJIOBO, BBICIYIIATh, 4YTO2 51 Oy/ly TOBOPUTD,
MIOCMESTHCS. HaJI0 MHOM, €CIIM YrofHO, OOHaJeKUTh MEHS, CKa3aTh MHE J[Ba CJIOBaA,
TOJIBKO JIBa CJIOBA, TIOTOM IIyCTh XOTb MbI C Hel HUKoraa He BcTpedaemcs!.. Ho Bb
cMeeTech... Brpouem, st 1i1s TOro U roBopio. ...

— He nocanyiiTe; s cMEIOCh TOMY, YTO BEI caMH ce0e Bpar, U eciii O BBI TOnpobo-
BaJIi, TO BaM U yIaJoCh, MOXET OBITh, XOTh OBbI M Ha YJHIIE €0 OBLIO; YeM IMpOoIIe,
TeM nyuire... Hu oqHa mo0pas *KeHIIHA, ecIH TOIBKO OHA HE TITyTa MIH 0COOEHHO
HE CepaHTa Ha 4TO-HUOYIb B 3TY MUHYTY, HE pPeIIiIach ObI OTOCIATh BaC 0€3 3TUX ABYX
CJIOB, KOTOPBIX BBI TaK POOKO BBIMajMBaeTe. .. Brpouem, uTo ! KoHeuHO, pHUHsIa Ob
Bac 3a cymacureamero. 5 Beap cyauia rno cede. Cama-To s MHOTO 3HAIO, KaK JIIOIH Ha
CBETE JKUBYT!



— O, 6naromapro Bac, — 3aKpuyal s, — BBl HE 3HaeTe, YTO BBl JJISI MEHs Terepb
caenanu!

— Xopomo, xopomo! Ho ckaxkute MHe, TOUeMY BbI Y3HAJIH, YTO 1 TaKas KCHIIKHA,
C KOTOPOIi... Hy, KOTOPYIO BBl CUUTAIN JOCTOIHOMN. .. BHUMAHUS U APYXKOBL. .. OMHUM
CIIOBOM, HE X03s1iiKa, KaK Bbl Ha3bIBaeTe. [loueMy BBl peIImINCh TOIOUTH KO MHE?

—IMouemy? moyemy? Ho BBl ObLIM OHH, TOT TOCTIOAUH OBLI CITUILIKOM CMEJI, TENeph
HOYb: COIIACUTECh CAMH, YTO 3TO OOS3aHHOCT. ..

—Her, Her, emme npexne, TaM, Ha TOM cTOpoHe. Beib BbI XOTENH e MOIOWTH KO MHE?

— Tawm, Ha To#t cropore? Ho s, mpaBo, He 3Harf0, KaK OTBEYaThb: 5 OOKOCH... 3HaeTe
7ML, 51 ceToxHs OBIT CYACTIINB; 5 IIEJN, TeT; s OBUT 32 TOPOIOM; CO MHOH elle HUKOTIa
He OBIBAJIO TaKWX CYACTIMBBIX MUHYT. BBI... MHE, MOXeT OBITH, MTOKa3aock... Hy,
MIPOCTUTE MEHS, €CJIU S HAIIOMHIO: MHE IT0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BBI IIJTAKANH, U S... sl HE MOT
CIIBIIIATH 3TO... Y MEHs CTecHII0Ch cepaue... O 6oxe moit! Hy, na Heyxenu xe s He
MOT HOTOCKOBaTh 00 Bac? Heyxkenu e ObUT rpex MOYyBCTBOBATh K BaM Oparckoe co-
cTpananue?.. I3BuHHTE, 51 cKa3an cocTpananue... Hy, na, omHUM cI0BOM, HEyXKelH s
MOT Bac 0OMJIETh TEM, YTO HEBOJILHO B3AyMaJlOCh MHE K BaM ITOJOHTH?..

— OcTaBbTe, JOBOJIBHO, HE TOBOPHUTE. .. — CKa3aJia JIEBYIIKa, MOTYIHUBIINCE U CXKaB
MOIO pyKy. — 5] cama BHHOBaTa, 9TO 3arOBOPHIIA 00 3TOM; HO 5 paja, 9To He OMmuoiIach
B BAC... HO BOT YK€ 51 JIOMa; MHE HY>KHO CIOZla B IIEpEyJIOK; TyT ABa mara... [Ipomaii-
Te, Omarogapio Bac...

— Tak Heyxenu xe, HEYXKelIH MBI O0Jbllle HUKOTAA He yBuauMcs?.. Heyxenu 3to
TaK 1 ocTaHeTcs?

—Bunure myu, — ckasana, cMesiCh, AEBYIIIKa, — BBl XOTEJIN CHaYasIa TONbKO IBYX CJIOB,
a reriepb... Ho, Bripodem, st BaM HUYETO HE CKaXy... MOXKET OBITh, BECTPETHMCH. ...

— S mpuny crona 3aBTpa, — ckazai a. — O, IPOCTHUTE MEHS, I yXKe TpedyIo. ..

— Jla, BBI HETEPIIEIMBEL. .. BBI TOYTH TpedyeTe. ..

— [ocnymaiire, nocnymaiite! — npepsan s ee. — [Ipocture, ecnu s BaM CKaxy
OIISATH YTO-HUOYAB Takoe... Ho BOT uTO: 1 He MOTy He IPHHTH CIoa 3aBTpa. S medra-
Telb; y MEHS TaK Majlo JeHCTBUTEIBHOM JKU3HHU, UTO S TAKME MUHYTBHI, KaK 3Ty, KaKk
Tenepb, CUUTAI0 TaK PEAKO, YTO HE MOTY HE MOBTOPSTH 3THUX MUHYT B MEUTaHbsIX. 51
HpoMedTalo 00 Bac IEIyl0 HOYb, HEIyI0 HEIENI0, BECh rof. Sl HEeNpeMeHHO NpHIy
CIOZ1a 3aBTpa, IMEHHO CI071a, Ha 3TO )K€ MECTO, MIMEHHO B 3TOT 4ac, U OyIy CUacTIHB,
MIPUTIOMHHAS BUEpaITHee. YK 9TO MECTO MHE MIJIO. Y MEHS YK€ €CTh TaKue Ba-TPU
Mmecta B [lerepOypre. 51 maxke oquH pas3 3aIuIakan OT BOCIOMHUHAHBS, KaK BHI. .. [Togem
3HaTh, MOXKET OBITh, U BBI, TOMY HAa3aJ JECSTh MUHYT, IUTAKAJIH OT BOCHOMHUHAHBA. ..
Ho mpoctute MeHs, 51 OmsTh 3a0bUICS; BB, MOXKET OBITh, KOTJa-HUOYIb OBLTH 311eCh
0COOEHHO CUACTIIMBHI. ..

— Xopotlo, — ckazana JeByllIKa, — s, HoXKalyi, IpUIy Clofa 3aBTpa, TOXKE B AECATh
4yacoB. Buxy, 4To s y)ke HE MOT'Y BaM 3alpeTHTh. .. BOT B 4eM 11110, MHE HY)KHO OBITh
37lech; HE MOoxyMaiiTe, 9To0 51 BaM Ha3Hayajla CBHIAHUE; s NPEIyNpexIaio Bac, MHE
HYXHO OBITB 371ech 1A ce0s1. Ho BOT... Hy, YK 5 BaM IIPsIMO CKaXKy: 3TO OyJeT HUYero,
€CJIN ¥ BBI IIPUAETE; BO-IIEPBBIX, MOTYT OBITH OISATHh HENPUATHOCTH, KaK CETOIHS, HO
3TO B CTOPOHY ... OJJHAM CIIOBOM, MHE ITPOCTO XOTEJIOCH OBI BaC BHJICTb. .. 4TOO CKa3aTh
BaM JBa cloBa. ToIbKO, BUAUTE JIH, BBl HE OCYIUTE MEHS Telephb? He MOAyMaiTe, uTo
g TaK JITKO Ha3Hayaro cBUJaHus... 5 Obl U He Ha3Haumna, ecau O... Ho mycTs 310
Oyner mos taitHa! Tosbko Briepen yroBop...

— YroBop! roBopure, CKaxXuTe, CKaXKUTE BCE 3apaHee; s Ha BCE COIVIACEH, Ha BCe
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TOTOB, — BCKPHYA 51 B BOCTOPTE, — 51 OTBEYAI0 3a ce0sl — Oy/Ty HOCITyIIeH, IIOYTUTETICH. . .
BBl MCHS 3HAETe. ..

— MimenHO 0TTOTO, 4TO 3HAIO BAC, M MPUIJIAIIAIO Bac 3aBTPa, — CKa3ajla, CMEACH,
JeBymka. — S Bac coBepIIeHHO 3Ha10. Ho cMOTpuTe mpHXOAWUTE C YCIOBHEM; BO-
MEPBBIX (TOIBKO OyAbTe JOOPHI, UCIIOIHHUTE, YTO S MOMPOITLY, — BUJUTE JIU, S TOBOPIO
OTKPOBEHHO), HE BIIOOJIIHTECH B MEHS... DTO HelNb3s, yBepsito Bac. Ha npyx0y 4 ro-
TOBA, BOT BaM pyKa MOs... A BIFOOUTBCS HENB3s, POILIY Bac!

— KnsiHych Bam, — 3akpuyal si, CXBaTUB €€ PYUKY...

— INomHOTE, HE KISTHUTECH, 5 BE/Ib 3HAI0, BBl CIOCOOHKI BCIIBIXHYTh, Kak mopox. He
OCYXKJaiiTe MEHS, €CIIU 51 TaK TOBOpI0. Ecim O BBI 3HANH... Y MEHS TOKe HUKOTO HET,
¢ KeM ObI MHE MOXHO OBIJIO CITIOBO CKa3aTh, y KOTO OBI COBETa CIpoCcHTh. KoHeuHo, He
Ha yIuIIe Jke MCKaTh COBETHHUKOB, J1a BBI HCKITIOUeHHe. S Bac Tak 3Har0, Kak OyATO yke
MBI IBaIaTh JIeT ObLIH Opy3bsMH... He npasaa mu, BbI HEe U3MeHUTE?..

— YBUOMTE. .. TOJIBKO 51 HE 3HAI0, KaK YK 5 IOXKHUBY XOTS CYTKH.

— Cnure nokpemnye; 1o0poif HOYM — U IOMHUTE, 4TO 51 BaM yxe BBepuiach. Ho BbI
TaK XOPOIIO BOCKJIMKHYIIM J1aBeya: HEY)KENH XK JaBaTh OTUYET B KAXKIOM UyBCTBE, JaXKe
B OparckoMm couyBcTBHH! 3HaeTe JM, 3TO OBUIO TaK XOPONIO CKa3aHO, YTO y MEHS
TOTYAC K€ MEJIbKHYIIA MBICITb JJOBEPHUTHCS BaM. ..

— Panu Oora, HO B yuem? 4TO?

— Jlo 3aBtpa. Ilyctb 310 Oymer mokamect TaitHo#. Tem myd4ine u1st Bac; XOTh U3/a-
u OyAeT Ha poMaH Moxoke. MoKeT OBITh, S BaM 3aBTpPa )K€ CKaXy, & MOXKET OBITb,
HeT... S emle ¢ BaMu Hamepes MOroBOpIo, MbI MO3HAKOMUMCS JIyYlIIe. . .

— O, 1a s BaM 3aBTpa ke Bce pacckaxy npo ceds! Ho 4to 310? TOUHO 4yn0 co MHOM
coBepraercs... [ e 51, 6oxe moit? Hy, ckaxxute, HEy» eI BBl HEOBOJIBHEI TEM, UTO
HE pacCepAWINCh, Kak OBl cenaia apyras, He OTOTHAJIM MeHsS B caMoM Havaie? J[Be
MHUHYTBHI, ¥ BBI C/ICJIaJIM MEHS HaBCeTIa cCYacTIMBEIM. J{a! cuacTIIMBEIM; ITOYEM 3HATH,
MOXET OBITh, BBI MEHS ¢ COO0H MOMHPHIIH, Pa3pEeIIIUIA MOX COMHEHHS. .. MOXeT OBITh,
Ha MCHS HaXOJAT Takue MUHYTHL... Hy, f1a s BaM 3aBTpa Bce paccKaxy, BBl Bce y3Hae-
Te, BCE...

— Xopo11o, NPUHUMAIO; BBl M HAUHETE. . .

— Cornaces.

— 1o cBuganbs!

— 1o cBunanbs!

U MBI paccTanuck. S XOQui1 BCIO HOUB; s1 HE MOT PELIUTHCS BOPOTUThCA AOMOH. S1
OBLI TaK CYACTIIHUB. .. JIO 3aBTpa!

Hous BTOpas

— Hy, BoT 1 noxxnnn! — cka3asa oHa MHE, CMESICh U TIOKHMasi MHE 00€ PyKH.

— 51 3mech yxe 1Ba 9aca; BbI HE 3HAETE, UYTO OBLJIO CO MHOM LIENbII JIeHb!

— 3Hato, 3Hal0... HO K JieNy. 3HaeTe, 3aueM s npunuia? Beas He B310p 60nTaTh, KakK
BYepa. Bor uro: Ham HyXHO Bepe] yMHel mocTynars. 5 000 BceM 3ToM BUepa J10IT0o
Jymana.

— B uem ke, B ueM 6bITb yMHee? C Moeil CTOpOHBI, 51 TOTOB; HO, IPABO, B )KU3Hb HE
CITy4asioch CO MHOIO HUYEro yMHee, KaK TeIeps.

— B camom nene? Bo-nepBeix, Npolly Bac, HE )KMUTE TaK MOUX PYK; BO-BTOPBIX,
OOBSBIIAIO BaM, UTO 51 00 Bac CETOIHS JOJITO Pa3ayMbIBaja.

— Hy, 1 ueM ke KOHUMIOCH?



— Yem xoHumIoch? KoHUMIIOCH TeM, 4TO HY)KHO BCE CHOBA Ha4aTh, TIOTOMY 4YTO B
3aKJIIOYEHUE BCETO S PEIUIIa CETOMIHS, YTO BBI €Ille MHE COBCEM HEU3BECTHBI, UTO 5
BUEpa MOCTYMUIa, KaKk peOCHOK, KaK JIEBOYKA, M, Pa3yMEeTCs, BBIILIO TaK, YTO BCEMY
BHHOBATO MO€ J100poe cepile, TO €CTh s MoXBanmia cels, KaKk U BcerJa KOHYaeTcs,
KOTJ[a MBI Ha4HEM CBoe pa3dupars. 11 moToMy, yToO MONpaBUTH OLIMOKY, S peInia
pa3y3HaTb 00 Bac caMbIM NoApoOHeimM o6pazoM. Ho Tak kak pazy3HaBaTh O Bac He
Y KOTO, TO BBl M IOJKHBI MHE CaMH BCE paccKasaThb, BCIO NOAHOTOTHYI0. Hy, uTo BbI 32
yenoBek? [lockopee — HaUMHaiiTe ke, paccKa3blBaiiTe CBOIO UCTOPUIO.

— Hctoputo! — 3akpuyain si, MCIyraBmuch, — uctopuro! Ho kto BaM ckaszain, 4to y
MEHS €CTh MOsI HICTOPHSI? Y MEHS HET HCTOPHH. ..

— Tak kak ke BBI )KHJIH, KOJIb HET UCTOPUU? — Iepeduiia OHa, CMESICh.

— CoBeprieHHO 0e3 BCSIKUX UCTOPHI! Tak KU, KaK Y HaC TOBOPHUTCS, caM IIo cele,
TO €CTh OJIMH COBEPIICHHO, — OHH, OIWH BIIOJIHE, — IOHUMAETE, YTO TAKOE OUH?

— Jla xak onuH? To ecTh BBl HUKOTO HUKOTZA HE BUAATU?

— O HeT, BUJETH-TO BHXKY, — @ BCE-TaKH sl OJUH.

— YTo0 x€e, BbI pa3Be HE TOBOPUTE HU C KeM?

— B cTporom cMbIciie, HU € KEM.

— Ja ko ke BBl Tako#, oObsicauTech! TlocToliTe, 51 JOTaabpIBalOCh: y Bac, BEPHO,
ecTb 0abymika, kak 1 'y MeHA. OHa ciemnas, ¥ BOT yXe I[eJyI0 )KU3Hb MEHs HUKYy/a He
MyCKAaeT, TaK 4TO 51 MOYTH pPa3y4musiach COBCEM FOBOPUTH. A KOTIA 51 HAIIaJIHiIa TOMY
HazajJ] rojia JiBa, TaKk OHa BUJUT, UTO MEHsI HE yAEPKUIb, B3sja MPU3Balia MEHs, A3 U
TIPUILINHINIIA OyTaBKOM MO€ MJIaThe K CBOEMY — M TaK MBI C TE€X ITOP ¥ CHIUM I10 LIETIBIM
JTHSIM; OHA YyJIOK BSDKET, XOTb U CJIemas; a 5 MoJyle Hee CUIH, el MM KHUXKKY BCIIyX
ell yuTail — Tako! CTpaHHBIA OOBIYAM, YTO BOT YK JBa Toa MPHUIITIHICHHAS. . .

— Ax Ooke Mo, kakoe HecdacThe! Jla HeT ke, y MeHS HeT Takoi 6a0yIKy.

— A KOJIb HET, TaK Ka2K 3TO BBl MOXETE JIOMa CHUIETH?..

— IMocaymraiiTe, BBI XOTUTE 3HATH, KTO 51 TAKOB?

— Hy na, na!

— B ctporom cMmeicie cnoBa?

— B camom cTporom cMeiciie cioBal

— W3BoJibTE, 51 — THIL.

— Tum, Tam! kako# THI? — 3aKpHYaIa JeBYIIKa, 3aX0X0TaB TakK, Kak Oy/ATo i eI
TONI HE yhaBalioch cMesThes. — Jla ¢ Bamu mpeBeceno! CMOTpHTE: BOT 3/1eCh €CTh
ckamelika; csagem! 3mech HUKTO HE XOUT, HAC HUKTO HE YCJIBIIINT, U — HAUWHANTE JKe
Ballly UCTOPHUIO! IMMOTOMY 4TO, YK BbI MEHSI HE YBEPHTE, Y BaC €CTh HCTOPHS, a BbI
TOJIBKO CKpBIBaeTeCh. BO-MIEPBEIX, UTO 3TO TAKOE THII?

— Tun? TUm — 3TO OPUTMHAJ, 3TO TAKOH CMEIIHOW uenoBek! — oTBedan f, caM
PacXOXOTaBILUCH BCIE] 3a ee JETCKUM CMEXOM. — DTO Takoi xapaktep. Ciyuiaiite:
3HAETE BbI, YTO TAKOE MeUTarenb?

— Meurarens! no3BonbTe, Aa Kak He 3HaTh! g cama MeuTarens! MHOH pa3 cuauis
royTe 6a0yIITKK U YeT0-9ero B TOJIOBY He BoweT. Hy, BOT 1 HAYHENIh MeUTaTh, 1a TaK
pasaymaenibes — Hy, IPOCTO 32 KUTAHCKOIO MIPUHIA BBIXOXKY... A Belb 3TO B Jpyroi
pa3 u xopomo — Meutars! HeT, Bipouem, 6or 3HaeT! OcoOeHHO eciiu ecTh 1 0e3 3TOro
0 4eM IyMarh, — prbaBuiia AeBYIIKa HA 3TOT pa3 AOBOJIBHO CEPHE3HO.

—IIpeBocxoano! Yk KoM pa3 BBl BEIXOIWIIN 32 OOTIbIXaHa KUTAMCKOTO, TaK, CTalI0
OBITh, COBepLICHHO moiimere MeHs. Hy, ciaymaiite... Ho mo3Bonbre: Beap s eie He
3Ha10, KaK Bac 30ByT?



— Hakonen-to! Bot pano BcnomHuiu!

— Ax, 6oxe Moii! 1a MHE ¥ Ha YM HE TIPUIIIIO, MHE OBLIO U TaK XOPOIIIO. ..

— Mens 30ByT — Hacrenbka.

— Hacrenbka! 1 TOJIbKO?

— Tonbko! na HEY)enu BaM Maslo, HEHACBITHBIN BBl 3TaKOM !

— Marno nu? MHoro, MHOTO, HalIPOTUB, O4Ye€Hb MHOTO, HacTeHbka, 10OpeHbKas Bbl
JIEBYILIKA, KOJIU C IEPBOrO pa3y BbI 11st MeHs ctainu Hactenbkoit!

— To-To xe! Hy!

— Hy, Bot, Hacrenpka, cirymaiite-ka, Kakas TYT BBIXOAHUT CMEIITHAST HCTOPHS.

S ycencs momie Hee, MPHHAI NEJaHTCKH-CEPRE3HYIO 103y M Hadajl CIOBHO II0-
MTHICAHOMY:

— Ectp, Hactenbka, ecam BBl TOTO He 3HaeTe, ecTb B llerepOypre HOBOJIBHO
CTpaHHBIE YTOJKH. B 3T MecTa kak OyaTO HE 3aIMIABIBAET TO JKE€ CONHIIE, KOTOpOe
CBETHUT IJIs BCEX METepOypreKUX JIFOACH, a 3amIsIpIBaeT KaKoe-To APYTroe, HOBOE, KaKk
OyITO HApOYHO 3aKa3aHHOE JUIA STHX YIVIOB, M CBETHUT Ha BCE MHBIM, OCOOCHHBIM
cBeToM. B aTux yrmax, mminas HacreHpka, BBDKHBaeTCsl Kak OyATO COBCEM Jpyras
JKW3HB, HE ITOX0Xasl Ha Ty, KOTOpas BO3JIe HAC KUIINT, a Takasi, KOTopast MOXKeT OBITh B
TPHAECATOM HEBEJOMOM I1apCTBE, a HE y HaC, B HAIIIE CEPhe3HOE-IIPECePHE3HOE BPEMSI.
BoT 3Ta-TO XU3HB M €CTh CMECh YETr0-TO YUCTO (DAHTACTHIECKOTO, TOPIIO-HICATBHO-
ro u BMecTe ¢ TeM (yBbI, HacTeHbKka!) TyCKII0-Ip03andHOro ¥ OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, YTO0
HE CKa3arh: 10 HEBEPOSITHOCTH MOLLIOTO.

— @y! rocnionu 60xe Moit! kakoe npenucnosue! UTo e 3TO 5 Takoe yCIbIILy?

— Yenpiure Bel, HacTeHbka (MHE KaXeTcsl, 1 HUKOIZIA HE YCTaHy Ha3blBaTh Bac
Hacrenpkoit), yCIBIIINTE BEI, YTO B 3TUX YIJIaX MIPOXKUBAIOT CTPAHHEIC JIFOIH — MeUYTa-
Tenmu. Medrarens — eciy Hy)KHO ero IMoApoOHOE ONpeieTIeHHE — He YEI0BEK, a, 3HaeTe,
KaKOe-TO CYIIEeCTBO cpemaHero poxa. Cemurcss oH OOMNBINEI0 YaCTHIO TAe-HUOYIb B
HETIPUCTYIIHOM YIITy, KaK OyATO TaWTCsl B HEM JaXke OT JHEBHOTO CBETa, M yXK €CIN
3abepercs k cebe, To Tak U MPUPACTET K CBOEMY YINTy, KaK YIHTKa, WM 10 KpaifHeit
Mepe OH OYEeHb MTOXO0XK B 3TOM OTHOIIEHHWH Ha TO 3aHUMAaTeIbHOE )KUBOTHOE, KOTOpPOE
Y )KUBOTHOE U IOM BMECTe, KOTOpoe Ha3bIBaeTcs uepenaxoil. Kak Bbl gymaere, oT4ero
OH TaK JIIOOUT CBOM YETHIPE CTEHBI, BHIKPALIECHHbBIE HEITPEMEHHO 3€JIEHOI0 KPackKolo,
3aKONTENbIC, YHBUIBIE M HETTO3BOIUTEIEHO OOKypeHHBIE? 3a4eM 3TOT CMEITHOI Troc-
ITOIVH, KOT/Ia €T0 IPUXOJUT HABECTUTH KTO-HUOY/b M3 €r0 PEIKUX 3HAKOMBIX (2 KOH-
YaeT OH TeM, YTO 3HAKOMBIEC y HETO BCE TIEPEBOJATCS), 3a4EM 3TOT CMEITHOH YeI0BEeK
BCTPEUAET eT0 TaK CKOH(Y3UBIINCE, TAK N3MEHUBIIUCH B JIUIIE U B TAKOM 3aMeIIaTelb-
CTBe, KaK OyJTO OH TOJBKO YTO CJeal B CBOMX YETHIPEX CTEHAX NPeCTyIUIeHHE, KaK
OyaTo oH (abpuKoBal ¢albIIuBble OyMaXKH WM KaKue-HUOYAb CTHILIKHU ISl OTChUI-
KM B JKypHaJ NP aHOHHUMHOM IIMCbME, B KOTOPOM 0003HayaeTcs, YTO HACTOSIIUN
IIOAT yKE YMEp U YTO APYT €0 CAUTACT CBAIICHHBIM JIOJTOM OITyOJIMKOBATh €T'0 BUPIIH?
Ortuero, ckaxuTe MHe, HacTeHbKa, pa3roBop Tak He BHKETCS Y 9THX JIBYX coOeCceHN-
KOB? OTYET0 HU CMeX, HH KaKoe-HHOyAb OOHKOe CIIOBIIO HE CIIETAET C SI3bIKa BHE3AITHO
BOIIEIIETO W 033a4€HHOTO NPHATENS, KOTOPHIH B APYTOM Cilydae O4eHb JTIOOUT U
cMex, 1 00MKOe CIIOBIO, M PAa3rOBOPHI O IPEKPACHOM II0JIE, ¥ APYTUE BECEIIBIC TEMBI?
Ortuero ke, HaKOHEII, 3TOT IPHUITENb, BEPOSITHO HeJaBHUIT 3HAKOMBIH, U IPU IEPBOM
BH3HTE, — IOTOMY 4TO BTOPOTO B TAKOM ciIydae yxe He Oy/eT, U NpHUsTeb APYroi pa3
HE NPHUJIET, — OTUETO CaM MPUITEIb TaK KOH(PY3UTCS, TaK KOCTEHEET, IIPH BCEM CBOEM
OCTPOYMUH (€CJIM TOJILKO OHO €CTh Y HEro), IIsAsl Ha ONPOKUHYTOE JIUIO XO3KHa,
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