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Hwuxonan AnekceeBnd Hekpacos,
ABnoteda SxkoBieBHa [lanaesa
Tpu cTpaunsl cBera






[TPOJIOT"

B miyxom M nanekoM yriy OOMIMpPHOH PycCKOil 3eMild, B HEOOJNIBILIOM YE3HOM
TOpOJ€e, 3a HECKOJBKO JECATKOB JIET 0 Havaja Hamled MCTOpWH, HAa YTy YIHIBI,
KOHYABIIICHCS TTOJIEM, CTOSIT HEOOJBILION CKPUBHUBILUICS AepeBsHHbII qoM. OH npu-
HaJuIeXkall TOPOCKON NoBUBaNbHOM 0aOke ABnoteke [lerpoBHe P***. Apnotes Ilet-
pOBHa ObLIa JKCHIIUHA PelKas; M0 JOJDKHOCTH CBOCH OHA 3Hala CeMEilHbIe TaifHBI
MHOTHX JIAI[ TOPOJa: KAKETCs, TOBOJIBHO, YTOOBI M BeCh ropoj 3Han ux? Ho ABnoTes
ITerpoBHa ynopHo Mon4ana. MHOrHe 1aMbl OCTaBHIIM €€ HIMEHHO 32 9TO JIOCTOMHCTBO,
KOTOPOE CYUTAJIM BaKHBIM HEIOCTATKOM.

— Kaxas nypa ata ABnotsst [leTpoBHa! nexuib, a OHa XOTh ObI CJIOBO HHTEPECHOE
CKa3ajia... Jae 3Haellb KaKylo-HUOYb UCTOPHIO, & TAK TOJIBKO HAPOYHO CIIPOCHUILB:
"mpaBzia M, 4to xeHa J{HumeBa cBena mamHu ¢ JJonOummabM?" 3amupaercs! s,
TOBOPHT, HE 3HaI0!

Tax xanoBanach ciadas cynpyra cBoeMy MyXy 1ocje 0JarornoixyqyHoro pasperie-
HUSL.

— Uro xe penars? — CpanIuBa Cynpyr.

— UYro nmenate? BOT 4 €l OTKaXy; OHA y MEHs mociegHero npuauMaet!.. Bozpmy
Bepy AHTOHOBHY.

— Jlaneko noceliars, 1a 1 o6uanIIL ABIOTHIO [leTpoBHy.

— Bort xoporo! — Bckpuyana 60obHast: — 1a OHA MOXKET YMOPHTb C TOCKH!

— Hy, xopoio, Bo3sMu Bepy AHTOHOBHY, — TOBOPHJI UCITYTaHHBIH CYTIPYT.

Bepa AnToHOBHA ObLTa 6a0yIIKOI Ipyroro, Omrkaiiniero yesaHoro ropona. OHa
MOJIB30BaJIaCh OOLIMPHOI M3BECTHOCTHIO, KOTOPOH MHOTO CHOCOOCTBOBAN JIeKaph
TOTO TOPOJIa, IEPBBIA APYT U NpUATENb Bepsl AHTOHOBHBI.

Bepa AHTOHOBHA MOIUIa Ja)Ke MEPTBOrO MOJAHSTH CBOEH OOJTOBHEH, HE TOJIBKO
3aHATh OosbHY0. OHa 3Haja Bce M BceX. OOLIMPHOE 3HAKOMCTBO JOCTABIISIIO e
HeHCYEepraeMblii HCTOYHUK IS TOJIKOB U mepecynoB. HukTo npu Hell He cMen 3auK-
HYTbCS O TOZIaX KOTO-HUOYb.

— Kak 3to moxxHo, nomminyiire! AHHe CHIOpOBHE TENeph M0J] COPOK: OHA TOJIEKO
Ha JIMIO Monoxasa. S| y Heil npuHuMana nepsoro; a Bannuka poecauk Cone Ilon-
TOpHOIA. .. BOT, s Bam ckaxy, OyneT Oorarast HEBECTa U CTaplIe TOJIBKO JABYMs MeCsLa-
mu Osm ucripaBHUKOBOM. .. Kak Teneps MOMHIO, Takasi Obliia ’apa; s exajia oT AHHBI
CHIopOBHEI K UCTIPaBHUKY. .. Kakas oHa y HEro crana: Tak M TaeT, TaK U TAET, TOYHO
CBedYa, YyTb )KUBA. BOT y’k 0CbMOro HeaBHO OOT Aai: TPYJHO, OYEHb TPYIHO POJIMT.
CaM-To UCIIPaBHUK, 3HAETE, HE JIIOOUT 0Ma CHETh: Pa3HbIE IIALIHHU y HEro. ..

— Heyxenn, Bepa AHTOHOBHA, ¢ Ka3HauyeWmield? — CrpamIMBald TaMHCTBEHHO
n0003HATEIbHBIE JaMBbI.

— Kakoe ¢ ka3Haueiinieii? ctapo ¢ ka3Hadeurei!

— C keM xe? ¢ keM xe?

I'ma3a BOIpPOCHTENBHUIL CBEPKAIN HETEPIICIUBBIM OJIECKOM.

— C Mapeeii BanoBHo#! — mpon3Hocuia Bepa AHTOHOBHA U MPOTSHKHO U TOPIKE-
CTBEHHO IJIsJIe]Ia Ha BCeX.

— Ax!.. neyxenu?.. Boxe Tl MOA!..

U BocknuuanusaM U paccnpocaM He ObUTO KOHIIA. Bepa AHTOHOBHA Kak peka Jiu-
J1ach, MOCIIE JNIMHHOTO MOHOJIOTa TpeOoBaia MUTh U BHIIIMBAJIA 3aJIII0M IpadHH KBacy.
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®urypa ee 6puIa Tak OOIIMPHA, YTO HY)KHO OBUIO JAPHTH € Ha J[Ba IUIAThsI, 4TOO
BBILLIO oHO. [IpuxoTsiM Bepsl AHTOHOBHBI He ObLIO KOHIA. B nome, rae cioydanock
eil MpUHUMaTh, OHA BMEILUBAJIACh PEIINTEIBHO BO Bce: "3a4eM oA JONTro CIsT?
3a4eM 1oBap AypHOH KBac clenal? 3a4eM Majo padoTaroT B IeBUYbei? Y HCTIpaBHU-
Ka-TO JIIOJIM C NETyXaMH BCTAIOT, a ¥ Bac, Aradbsi ApTeMbeBHa, BMECTe ¢ Oapamu:
MPaBo, TAKKX JIFOACH ake U Y TOPOIHMYMXH HET, a YTO OHA YK 3a OapeiHs!.."

Bepa AHTOHOBHA 3200THIIaCh OY4EHB O CBOEM 3JJOPOBBH; HECMOTPS HA CTPALIHYIO
MOJTHOTY, OHA CYHTala ce0sl XyICHbKOIO, U €CITH €l TOBOPIJIN: "'a BbI, KAXKETCsI, OTpa-
BUIINCH, Bepa AHTOHOBHA", — OHa KpecTmiach" u rieBaia, 00sch rasy. — YUTo 3To BEI,
KaK MOJKHO! — BO3pa)kasia OHa, — Jia MHE TJIaThs CTAJIM IIHUPOKH!

ATmmeTruT y Hed IpeBbIIIal BCsIKoe BeposiTre. Ena oHa moytn KaXaylo MUHYTY U
BCE HaXOJMJIA, YTO OTOIAla, — HOCJIe Y)KUHA, HA COH TPSAYLINI, Cheaa exKeIHEBHO
JECSATOK ULl CBAPEHHBIX BKPYTyI0. OHa HX OY€HB JIIOOMIIA, HO CHaja OT HUX HECIO-
KOWHO U CO CTpaxy NOJHMMaJIa Ha HOTU Cpelld HouM Bech JoM. Eif Bce 4yuimce Bopbl,
TOTOBBIE OrpaduUTh ee; a HafoOHO 3HAaTh, YTO OHA BCE CBOM JACHBI'M, 30JI0THIC BEIH U
noMOapaHbIe OUIIETHI BO3MIA C COOOK B TAiHOM IMOJBSI3HOM KapMaHe, KOTOPOro He
CHMMauIa Aaxke 1 Ha Houb. K noBepieHnto Bcero Bepa AHTOHOBHA He pa3itydanach HA
Ha MHHYTY C JABYMsI COOQUOHKAaMH, FaJKHMHU U MapIIUBBIMH, KOTOPBIX 3Baja OYCHb
npo3anuecku: Camka u Jlynpka. Ms mocnenHei, Kak IoroBapuBajiy B Topoze, ObUIo
naHo B UKy ABoTbe [leTpoBHe.

Marno-rnomaiy Bcst apuCTOKpaTHsi ye3THOTo ropojia octaBria ABotsio [leTposHy;
OHa MPU3BIBAIACH TOJIHKO B HEOXKHJAHHBIX U POKOBBIX Cily4asx. M Toraa pasHocuics
ciyx 1o ropony: "Crplany Bel, Kakoe HecyacTbe Cydnnocs? 3a ABnoTheit [letpos-
HOI nomxHb! ObutH nocnars! Ho, ciaBa 6ory, Bepa AHTOHOBHA Ha JIpyroii e JeHb
npuexanal"

Ecnu ABnotee [leTpoBHe U c1y4anoch 10 KOHIIA IPOOBITh Y KAKOH-HUOYIb BAXKHO
JIaMBI, TO KPECTHH HE CIIPABILUIM M JABAJIU HENIOOUMOi 6aly1ike caMylo HUYTOXKHYIO
IUIary.

Bor nouemy nom ABnotbu [leTpoBHBI BUIMMO pa3pyliaics: He ObUIO CPEICTB
MONPaBUTh €ro. BHYTPEHHOCTb JOMa COOTBETCTBOBAJA HAPY)KHOCTH: HU3EHBKHE,
HEeOOIbINE KOMHATBI, C TOKOCHUBIIUMHUCS ITOTOJIKAMH U ITOJIaMH, OSTHO MeOINpPOBaH-
HBIC, TIPOM3BOIMIN OOJIE3HEHHOE U IPYCTHOE BIICUATICHHE.

CTtaBHH CTApOro JOMHKA OBUIH 3aKPBITHL. B KOMHATE, MpauHO OCBELICHHOM, JIeKa-
J1a )KeHIIIMHA, JOBOJIBHO KpacHBasi, HO CTPALIHO Xyas 1 Onequast. ApnoTes [leTpoBHa,
B yIIIy, MblJIa HOBOPOXXJICHHOTO, TOMHHYTHO OIVISJIbIBasiCk Ha OospHYy0. [IpoBOpHO
BBIMBIB peOCHKA U 3alleJICHaB ero, OHa MOJIONLIA K KPOBATH M THXO CKa3aa:

— Io3npaBmsiio Bac ¢ CHIHOM.

Marb OTKpBbIJIa IV1a3a M ¢ UCITYTOM OIUIsf/ieia KOMHaTy. YBuaas ABnoteto [lerpoBHy
¢ peOeHKOM, OHa OOJIC3HEHHO BCKPUKHYJIA, IPOXKAIIUMHU PyKaMU CXBaTWJIA JUTS U
MPUCTAJILHO B3IVISHYJIA €My B JIMYUKO, TIOTOM PACIIeNICHANa ero U PaJioCTHO MpOLIern-
TaJja:

— Boxe, TBI yCIIbIIIam MO0 MOJIUTBY!

U ona Hayaa OChIIaTh CBOETO ChIHA MOLETYSIMH.

— Tumte, ocropoxkHee! BaM BpeqHO BOJIHEHHE, — roBopuia ABnoThs [lerpoBHa,
T00YsICh PaoCThIO MaTepH.

— O, naiite MHe Ha Hero HacMoTpeThest!.. OH He MOX0X Ha CBOEro orual..

— W maTh cHOBA IieJ10Baia ChIHA.



— YcnoxoiiTecs! BbI ellle OueHb ciadbl; OyaeT BpeMst Halo00BaTbest! — roBopuia
pactporansas AsnoTes [leTpoBHa.

Ho Matb cuiibHO B3pOrHYJIa M AMKO 3aKpUyasa, PHKUMasi ChlHA K CBOEH Ipyau:

— Hert! on ero ne yBumut! IlycTh OH Jyymie HUKOTAA HE 3HAET CBOETO OTHA U
cBoeii marepu!

— Yro BbI? KaK MOXKHO!

1 Apnotbs [leTpoBHa HEBOJIEHO CXBaTHIIa peOCHKA U3 CIIA0BIX PYK MaTEpH.

— Kyna BbI xoTHTE €ro HecTH! — BOCKIHMKHYNIa MaTh. — O, pagu 6ora, cripsdbTe ero!

OHna BckoYHJIa C TOCTENH, YIaia Ha KoJleHHu nepea ABnotbeit [leTpoBHoOl 1 pazau-
paIOIIMM T'OJI0OCOM MOBTOPHIIA!

— Cnpsiapre ero! criacure ero!.. oH 371071€#, OH yObeT pebeHKa. Sl roToBa ymepers,
TOIBKO OBI OH HE 3HAJI U He Buaai ero. Cracure, cnacure!..

HecuacThas xeHIMHA ¢ CTPAIIHBIMU KPUKAMH yTiaJla Ha 110J1, ¥ CTOHbI HAITOJHUIIH
koMmHaTty. [IoToM OHa BIpyT CMOJKIIA U, JIe)Ka Ha MOy C 3aKPBITHIMH TJIa3aMH, TSKEIIO
Iblana u B3aparuBana. Apnotes [leTpoBHa riakana. [lounenoBas pebenka, oHa Oe-
PEXKHO TOJIOXKHIIA €r0 Ha KPOBaTh, CTaja Ha KOJICHU BO3JIe MAaTepH M Hayala yCIoKau-
BaTh €e:

— Xoporo, s Bce czenato. S 3Hato ero: oH crocobeH Ha Bce. Ho He youBaiite cebs,
OTIOMHUTECH!

Tuxo npunogHsIack MaTh, CXBaTHiIa pyKy ABIOTHH IIeTPOBHBI U € KapoM Iole-
JIoBaa ee.

— AX, 4TO BBI? KaK MOXKHO!

1 ABnotss IlerpoBHa nokpacHena; cie3bl OTEKIU y Hell 1o iuiy. MaTh cka3ana:

— Bor n06psi! BBl 3HaeTe Moe nosnoxeHue... Cxanprech Hajl OSTHBIM PEOESHKOM,
CXKAJIBTECh HAI0 MHOM. .. BUIUT OOT 5 4KCcTa: HO €ro MOJ03pEHUS. . .

— Yro0 K€ MHE [IeNaTh? 4Yero XOTUTe BbI? — cipocuia ABnoThs [leTpoBHa.

—Yero 51 xouy? — IMKO cIipocuiia MaTb. — UTOOBI OH He 3HaJ CBOETO ChIHA, KOTOPO-
TO OH OYZIET TaK )€ My4YHTh, KaK My4/JI €T0 MaTh. UyI0BHIIE 3710€ U IIOJJO3PHUTEIIFHOE,
oH... O, BBl ero He 3Haere!

— I'oBOpAT, OH POCTO 37101, — HEBOJIBHO CKa3ana ABHOTHs [leTpoBHa.

— A, BBl TETIEpb CaMH TOBOPHTE, YTO OH 3J10/1e#1? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA PAIOCTHO MaTh. —
Kax xe MOKHO eMy TOoKa3aTh ChbIHA, KOT/Ia eIle 10 POXKICHHS HECUaCTHOMY PEOCHKY
TOTOBMJIMCH YTPO3bl U cTpananus? Het, HeT! Bel moMoxeTe MHE CKPBITh MOETO ChIHa!
BBl CXKAJTUTECh HAJl yMUPAIOIIEH JKEHIIMHOW, KOTopas Bac OyleT 0JarocioBIsTh KakK
CIacUTEbHUILY ee peOeHKa!

— Ecnu 061 MOXXHO OBLITO, st paja ObI TOMOYb BaM.

— O, BpeMst U BO3MOXKHOCTb €CTb, TOJIBKO 3aX0THTE. S CKpbIBasa BpeMs cBoei Oe-
PEMEHHOCTH, U BBl MOJKETE CKa3aTh, YTO S| BEIKMHYIIA.

— Uro xe menarh ¢ peOeHKOM? Kya eTo 1eBaTh?

— Jla, BBI IIpaBBI: OH BCIOZY OTBILIET €r0, OH YKPAJET €ro y MEHs U CKaXeT, 4To 5
BHHOBara!

— VY Hac 31eCh B TOPOJIE MOYTH HUKOTO HET, KOMY ObI HOIIKHHYTh: )KUThE eMy OyleT
UI0XO€.

C MUHYTY JUTMJIOCH MOTYaHHE.

— boxe! OGnarogapro Te0st!.. — BOCKIIMKHYJIA BAPYT OOJNbHAs U, CKPECTUB PYKH,
CTaJia Ha KOJICHU U YCePIHO MOJIHIIACK.

OKOHYUB MOJIUTBY, OHA TBEP/BIM TOJIOCOM CKa3aja:
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— Jlaiite ckopee Oymary u mepo.

Bce 0Obu10 mopano. [lpoxka Bcem Tenom, ABnoThs [leTpoBHa noxsesna 60IbHYIO K
croity. OKOHUMB IMCBMO, OoJIbHAS Mozana ero Asznorhe IleTpoBHe.

— [IpouTnTe: Tak v 51 HanMcaa? rojI0Ba MOsl TOPUT; 51 HE MOTY HUYETO 001yMaTsb,
S XYIO BUXKY...

— Xopormo, — ckazana Apnotes IleTrpoBHa, — 1a K KoMy ke?

— Bor u angpec k OyayiiemMy OTiy MOETo ChiHa, — nepeOuiia OonbHasl.

ABnotes [leTpoBHa, MpounTaB ajgpec, paJoCTHO BCKPUKHYJIA:

— O, Bam pedeHok Oyzer cuactiaus! Bl nopydaere ero cyap0y camomy no6pomy,
01aropoJHOMy — 1 0OraToMy YeJIOBEKY, KaKOTO TOJIBKO 5 3HAIO. . .

— He mpaBna im? s Mory ymepeTb CHokoitHo... Jla, s ympy, — THX0 nmpubaBmia
OoJbHAsI, TPUIIOKUB PYKY K CBOEH TOJIOBE: — TOCMOTPUTE, KAK OHA TOPHT: I BCA TOPIO. . .
MHE JyUIHO!

BonpHas Havyana MeTaTbes.

— Jlarre, paau 6ora, ssrre!

— 3auem MHe Oepedb cebs? yToO CHOBA TepIeTh Tope U yHIDKeHue? 3a4eM st Oymay
JKHUTB, Korza 51 Opocaro cBoero pedenka? Her, st He Opoury ero, He OTAaM... s He MOTY
ero orzartk... [lycTs OH cTpajaeT BMecTe ¢ CBOECH Marephlo M MyCTh B CTPaJaHUSIX
y3HaeT cBoero oTua... [ocmoau! 3a 4To 4 Tak HecuacTHa?

W GonbHas 3apeiaania.

—IlomHoTe, He oropuaiireck! Bbl MoXkeTe pacXBoparhCst M HaJleJIaeTe MHE XJIOIIOT, —
ckasana ABnoThs [leTpoBHa, cTapasich CKPBITh CBOU CIIE3BI,

— IlpocTuTe, 51 BUHOBaTa; HO BOMIMTE B MOE MOJIOKEHHUE: sI MaTh; IIOHUMAETE JIU
BB, YTO 3HAYUT OBITH MaTepbio?

— Jla>ke 04eHb XOPOIIO NOHMMAI0, — C JKHUBOCTBIO OTBedasia ABIOTh IleTpoBHa, —
M 3HAI0, YTO HUYETO HE MOXKET OBITh Y)KacHee pa3ilyKH ¢ CBOUM PEOSHKOM.

— A! BbI TOXE HCHBITAJM TaKOE HecuacTue? — crpocuia 0ojbHas, U B rojioce ee
3By4aJIO YIOBOJIBCTBHE, OyATO paoBaIach OHa, YTO €CTh U €IIIe )KECHIIHBL, Pa3ydeH-
HBIC C JIETHMHU.

— Kro e MoxeT cka3arh, YTO OH He cTpaaai? — oTBevyana ABHOThs [leTpoBHa,
T0KayaB TroJI0BO.

— A oH? OH HHKOT/Ia HE cTpazai! MHaue MOT JH ObI OH TaK XJIaJHOKPOBHO MY4YHTh
npyrux? lonoc crpaganus goctur Ol ero yiieir. Ho oH He 3HaeT, OH He TTOHUMAET ero!

Y Anoteu [leTpoBHBI HetocTano Gpuinocoduu, 4Tod MPoIoIKATh TAKOH pasroBop,
¥ OHa CIpOCHIIA:

— A BBI fyMaeTe Temeph BallIero ChblHa OTBE3TH?

BonbHast Bckoumia M KMHYJIAch K peOeHKy. B3siB ero Ha pyku, OHa IMKO 3aKpHyaa:

— Tax pano? Her, 51 He OTaM ero, He oTaam!

U oHa ¢ sxapoM Hauasia 11eJI0BaTh peOeHKa.

— Xyxe Oyaer, eciu ycbllar Iuiad; OH MOXET IPHUeXaTh 3a BaMU, €My JOHECYT.
[laiite MHe ero.

— Boxe, 6oxe! — mpocToHa a MaTh U, IPWIBHYB K ChIHY TOPSYUM JIHLIOM, OOJIHBa-
JIa ero cie3aMu.

ABnotbs IlerpoBHa B3si1a HEOOBIIYIO KOP3HHY; HOJOKHUB TY/Ja MOAYLIKY U TOJ-
CTBII HIEPCTSHOM TUIATOK, OHA cIieJialia JIOJIbKY B POOKO CKazana:

— Iopa: GnarocnoBute cBOero chiHa!

Marb Kpenko npuxana pedeHKa K rpyJu 1 0TBedalia xajaoOHbIM roJIoCOM:
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— Ilopoxxaure! maiiTe MHE Ha HEro OCMOTPETH, MaiTe HauenoBarbes! Kro tebe
3aMEHUT MaTh? — IPOJOJDKANIA OHa, 00pamiasch kK pebeHky. — O, Thl IpOCTHILB ee? OHa
HecyacTHa, OHa yMpeT?

W math mosyoxuila CBOEro ChIHAa Ha KpOBaTh M THUXO OITyCTHJIACh Nepell HUM Ha
KOJICHH, OYITO POCS y HETO MPOIICHHUSI.

— Moxer ObITh, Thl OyIellb CYACTIMBEE B YY)KHX PyKax, — FOBOPHJIA OHA, — S
YyBCTBY0, UTO CKOPO YMpY, TaK HE 3Hail JIy4llle HUKOTIa HU oTua, Hu Marepu! I1ycTs
BEYHO OXpaHseT TeOss Moe OnarocinoBeHue (OHa nepekpecTuia pedenka). [lyckaii 1o-
CTaHyTcsl TeDe BCe PaloCTH, KOTOPBIX HE 3Haja TBOSI MaTh!

Tonoc ee Bce Gonee cnabern; yToMmiIeHHas €€ TOJIOBA yrajga Ha KpoBaTb. ABIOTbS
[lerpoBHa THXO pbliana B yIiy. YCIBIIIAB €€ phIIaHue, OOIbHAs MPUIIOIHSIIA CBOIO
OTSDKEJICBILIYIO TOJIOBY, OJNIEHBIMU I'yOaMu MPUIIBHYJIA K TEIUIOMY JIHYHKY CBOETO
CBIHA U TIOTPSACAIOLIMM I'0JI0COM CKazaia:

— Bosbmute! Bo3pMHTE €r0 cKopee, WM s ero He oTam!

U cHoBa ronoBa ee ymana Ha KpoBaTb.

ABnotbs [lerpoBHa monoxuia peOeHKa B KOP3MHY U, IEPEKPECTACH, MOILIA K
JIBEpH.

BonbHast IpUIIOAHSIACH, OHA TUKO CIIENIIA 3a ABMKCHUSIMU ABIOThH [1eTpOBHBI,
NOKa Ta yKJIaJbIBaia peOeHKa, U KOra OHa MOl K ABEpH, OeHast MaTh CTPEMUTENb-
HO KHHYJIach K Hel.

— A, ThI yKkpaina moero pebenka?.. [lomorure, nomorure!

U HecuacTHast ¢ 6e3yMHBIME KPUKaMH BBIPbIBAJIa KOP3UHY.

— Uro BeI? bor ¢ Bamu! He KpHUUnTe: Ha yNHIE YCIBIIIAT! — APOMKAIIUM TOJIOCOM
roBopmia ApnoTes [lerpoBHa.

Ho OonpHast HUYETO HE XOTelNa CIIBIIATh: TJa3a ee OJeCTEeIHN CTPAIIHBIM OTHEM.
OHna nuko cMoTpena Ha ABroThI0 [IeTpoBHY U MOBTOpSIIa OTYASIHHO:

— OrtnaiiTe Moero pebeHka, otnaiire!

—BosbsmuTe! BB, KakeTcst, 3a0bIIH, KAKOB €T0 OTeI? — ¢ yIIPEKOM CKa3ajia ABIOThS
IlerpoBHa.

Marb BckpukHyna. OTCKOYMB OT KOP3HHBI, KOTOPYIO €il mpejuiarana ABIOThs
[lerpoBHa, OHa MpoIeNTaNa UCITyTaHHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Cropsusre, cnpstapre ero. Cublmure, OH HAET, OH ero Bo3bMer! S morubmal.. O
CIIACHTE K€, CIIPSTYbTEe MEH:1!

W necuacthas Oerajia o KOMHaTe U MpsATaNach.

ABnotbs [leTpoBHa CKONB3HYIIA B IBEPH M 3ariepiia € Ha 3aMOK.

Marb ¢ TMKUM KPUKOM KMHYJACh K ABEPH; OHA JIoMalia ee U Kpudaia:

— OtBopure! Moero pebeHka ykpanu! cnacute!

CTyK yIaJsBHOIMXCS IPOYKEK OCTAHOBMJI BOILIM MOYTH 0OE3yMEBIICH KEHILMHEI,
OHa BCS 3aTpsICIIach U, KOTIa CTyK JPOKEK 3aMep, OTYassHHO BCKpHUKHYna: — Yexain! —
Y ynana 6e3 4yBCTB y JBEpeH. ..

B onHOM GonbLIoM celie, IIMPOKO PACKHUHYBIIMCH HA HEBBICOKOM XOJIME, CTOSUI
OTPOMHBIN OapCKuii IOM ¢ ApeMyduM cagoM. JJTHHHBIE CITy>KObI B HECKOJIBKO PSIJIOB,
KaK KpPEMOCTHBIE CTEHBI, TAHYJIUCH 3a IOMOM. B aBrycre mecsue, BeuepoM, 4acoB B
JIeBATD, JIyHa Opocaia revyajabHbIi CBET Ha TEMHBIH cajl U YEpHYI0 Maccy JoMa, Ha
CTE€HE KOTOPOro (paHTACTUUESCKH PUCOBAIUCH IpoMajHbIe JepeBbs. OOmIbHas poca
MOKpBIBAJIa BIAXKHYIO TPaBy; OJIECK JIyHbI, OTPaXkasich BCIOY, UTPaJl Ha JIUCTHSIX Jepe-
BbEB, KOTOPbIE TANHCTBEHHO NEPEIIENTHBAINCH B IIyCTBIHHOM Cajly, U MEHSUI PUCYHKH
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Ha CTeHe, KaK KabaluCTHYeCKUe 3HAKH B KAaKOM-HHOY/Ib BOJIIIEOHOM 3aMKe. MeyieH-
HO, JICHUBO KaTWJIACh JIyHa, OKPYXXKEHHAs! JIETKUM MapoM, TI0 IPO3pavHOMY JaJIeKOMY
HeOy.

[IpsMo cBeTWIa OHA B MpadYHbIe, 3alOTEBIINE OKHA, OcepeOpsii UX U eIie pe3ue
BBIKA3bIBasi MACCUBHYIO M CTAPUHHYIO apXHUTEKTypy aoma. OTnajneHHbIH Jail cobak
M3peiKa HapyIai TUIIHHY; X0 3BOHKO Pa3/laBajioch U MEJIEHHO 3aMUPAJIO B YUCTOM
BO3ZyXE.

3a KycTaMu CHPEHH U JKMMOJIOCTH €/1Ba BUIHEJICS CIa0blii CBET, BBIXOAUBIIHI 13
OKHa HEOOJBIION KOMHATHI, YOPAaHHOW OYEHB MPOCTO; MO MEOIUPOBKE HEJb3sI OBLIO
OIIPEeIeNIUTh €€ Ha3HAYCHHUSI.

Ha mupokoM uBaHe Jiexas My>KUHHA JIET TPHLATH [SITH, KPETIKO CII0KEHHBIH, ¢
01arOpOHBIM U TIPHUBJICKATEIbHBIM JIMLIOM; HO B €T0 B3IVISIJIE, BO BCEX €T0 JABMKCHUSX
BBbIpaXkanach OeCKOHe4Has amatus. B pykax gepikan, OH KHMIY, KOTOpas, Ka3ajioch,
TATOTHIIA er0. BhIKypeHHast TpyOKa ¢ OrpOMHBIM sIHTapeM Oblia y Hero B 3ybax. Ha
CTOJIe, BO3JIC AMBAHA, JISKAJIO HECKOJIBKO KHUT U CTOSUT HU3EHBKUIT OICBEYHHK C 3€-
JICHBIM KOJIIIAKOM, OpOCaBILINIA IPKUI CBET HA HEXXHBIE PYKH U YUCTOE OelIbe MOy COH-
HOTO MY’KYHMHBI, HO OCTaBJISBIIHMI B TEHH ero juio. Ha momy Bozie auBaHa craja
Oonbliasi JsiraBas cooaka. BeposiTHO, TPEBOXKIIIN €€ HENPUSITHBIC CHBI: OHA [0 BpeMe-
HaM BH3)Xaja M B3JparvBaja; TOINA MY)KYMHA, JIKABIIMH Ha JMBaHE, KpUYal: —
@unran! — Cobaka MpUIOIHUMAIA OJIOBY ¥ COHHO-KPACHBIMH IVIa3aMU CMOTpEJIa Ha
CBOETO rOCIO/IMHA, TOTOBAsI IPUBETCTBOBATH €TI0 JJACKOBBIM BUIIsIHbeM XBocTa. Ho, He
MOJTy4ast HU JIACKHU, HU TIPUKA3aHUsI, HE YIOCTOCHHAsI TayKe €ro B3IVIA/a, OHA OITyCKalla
TOJIOBY U XBOCT, TSDKEJIO B3/JbIXajla M CHOBA CBOMM XPAarioM HapyIlaya THIIHHY.

Heckonbko pysxeil Topyaao B pasHbIX yIJIaX KOMHATBI, IIOCPEIH KOTOPOH CTOSI
TOKapHbI CTAHOK, OKPYXCHHBIN ONWIIKAMH, CBHICTEIbCTBOBABIIMMHU O HEIaBHEH
pabote. MuKpockor, pa3o0paHHBIi, JexKal Ha cTole y OKHa. Bce mokasbiBaio, 4to
obrnanaTens STOH KOMHATBI cTapaics passiekars ceds. Ho kak Obl yToMsCh MM CO-
O1a3HEeHHBIH CIIaIKUM CHOM cBoero PuHrala, OH y)Ke He IIepeBepThIBAJI JINCTOB, pyKa
KPETIKO ellle JiepiKajia KHUTY, HO CKaTHJIach, — TpyOKa ocTaBanach Okoio ryd. PoBHoe
U MEpHOE JIbIXaHHe BBUIETAJIO U3 €ro LIMPOKOW IPyIH; THXO Koiedaiack Ha Ipyau
TOHKasl, CJIETKa HaKpaxMaJICHHas pyOarika.

Tak mpouuIo HECKONbKO MHUHYT. J[Bepb THXOHBKO PAacKpbLIaCh, U MaJbuMK JIET
YeTBhIPHA/IIATH TIPOBOPHO, HO TUXO BOIIEN B KOMHATY, C CEpeOpSHBIM ITOAHOCOM, Ha
KOTOPOM CTOSIT CTAaKaH C YaeM.

IMomoiins k 1UBaHy, OH B HEIOYMEHHH OCTaHOBHUJICS, INIS/IS HA CILIIIEro OapHHa.
Cobaka npH epBoM ILIOPOXe OTKPBLIA IJ1a3a, HO TOTYAC CHOBA CIIOKOWHO 3aKphLIA UX.
VY6ensch, uTo OapuH HE MOXKET 3aMETUTh €ro MPUCYTCTBUS, MAJIBYMK cKazan: "Yait
rotoB-c!" MepHoe 1 pOBHOE JIbIXaHHE He IPepbIBaIOCh. C OTYasHUEM DISIE] MAJTBIUK
TO Ha crsmero 6apuHa, To Ha cTakaH. MUMO ero Hoca BIpPYT HOpXHyJIa 0abouka u
cTana KpyxuTbest okosio OrHs. Maspiuk JIyKaBo ClIeIui 3a € T0JeTOM U PaJ0CTHO
YIBIOHYJICS, KOTZIa OHA, KOCHYBILINCH CBEYHM, BIPYT celia Ha CTOJ, TOCKIMBO 3a0uiia
KPBUIBIILIKAMH, TPWIbHYJIa K CTOJNY TOJOBKOH M B W3HEMOXXCHUM yIaia, — IOTOM,
Oy/ATO OYHYBIIKCH, OTYASTHHO 3a0UIIaCh, OCHITAs! CTOJ OEJIOH MBLIBIO.

MaJbumK ¢ HaCJIaXKICHUEM YIIHBAJICS My4YEeHHMAMU 0a00UKHU U KaXXIbIH pa3, Kak OHa
nepecraBajia OUTHCS, TPOTaJ ee najiblieM, U 6abouka CHOBA KPY)KHJIACh U BepTeliach
crpauiHo. Tuxo ckaruBIuasics u3 ocnabeBiiei pyku 6apuHa KHUra npekpaTuia Myde-
HUsl 0a0OYKM M TOTEXy MajbuuKa; oH moBropmi: "Yail roto-c"; oTBeTa He OBLIO.
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MaJp4HK BBIIIEN K Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT BO3BPATHIICS C HOBBIM CTAKaHOM Yalo, U3
KOTOPOTo Basyiu map. Ta jxe HCTOpHS HOBTOPUIIACh; MAJBYMK yKe HAYUHA TPUXOJUTh
B OTYasiHUE, KOTZIa BAPYT CKPUIIHYJA JIBEPb: BHICYHYJIOCH JKEHCKOE JIMLIO B YEITYUKE C
JUITMHHOM (anbanoii u xanobHo npomenTaino: "[lerpymkal.." Maxpuuk HOBEpHYICS
K JIBEpH U OTPHUIIATEILHO MOTAJ TOJI0BOH. BhIcTaBMIIach pyka U MaHHJIa ero K ceoe.

—Yro BaM? — CIPOCHJI OH.

— Ilonu cronma! ckopee! — 3a/1bIXasiCh, MIENTAJA KEHIUHA.

Manburk noKa3aj rojoBoii Ha GaprHa U Ha MOTHOC U IPUOABHIL:

— Bunure, ve mory!

— Ierpymka! uto s TI? 51 TeOE TOBOPIO, CKOpee! — CepANTO BOCKIMKHYJIA KEHIIH-
Ha, 3a0bIB BCSKYIO OCTOPOXKHOCTB, U BOIILIA B KOMHATY.

Eit Obu10 JIeT mox mecThecAT, HO OHa ObLIa eie 6opa; NPUATHOE JIULO e BhIpa-
JKaJo CHiIbHYIO TpeBory. OrpoMHas yBsi3ka KIJIIOYel, BUCEBIIAs HAa YUCTOM, OEIoM
nepeIHIKe, 0003Ha4aNa ee JOHKHOCTE.

Manbumk, HeIOBOJIBHBIH MOSBICHUEM KIIIOYHHUIIBI, CKA3aJl:

— Uro 370 BBI? HE BUAUTE, OapUH CIUT!

— Buky, mypak! Tl 4TO HE HEIIb, KOT/Ia 30BYT? — IIEMIOTOM BO3pa3uiia KIIIOYHHIIA.

— Kaxk xe 51 Opomry vaii?

— Korna Bemndr, My>HK Tbl, Tak uau!

OHa ¢ 10cajiol BBIXBaTWIIA y HEro nmoxHoc. JIokeuka co 3BOHOM ymaja Ha IOJ.
Cobaka 3aBopuasia ¥ OTKpbLIa I71a3a — B OJTHO BpeMsi ¢ OapHHOM.

Bapun notsHyIcs, 0CMOTpeI KOMHATY U OCTQHOBHJI IVIa3a Ha KIIIOYHHUIIE, KOTOpasi,
OCTOJIOCHEB OT HCIIYTY, CTOSJIa HETMOABHIKHO, C MCKAXKEHHBIM JIUIIOM.

Manbumk yisi0acst Tak jke paj0CTHO, KaK HECKOJIbKO MHHYT Ha3aJl, koraa 6abou-
Ka 000XKIJIa KPBUIbS.

— Yto BaM HY)KHO? — CIIpOCHII OapuH C M3YMIICHHEM, KOTOPOE SICHO JIOKa3bIBAJIO
pelKoe MOsIBICHNE KITIOYHMIIBI B €0 KOMHATE.

B ot1BeT, 3a1pIXasCh OT BOJHEHUSI, KIIIOUHHIIA TPOU3HECTA: — AX, CyAaph! — U JIUIO
ee MPUHIO TaKoe OTYasHHOE BBIPOKEHHE, YTO BCTPEBOXKCHHBIM OapuH BcTanm U
OBICTPO CIIPOCHLIT:

— UYro takoe? He noxap gu? He ymuoes 1 KTo?

— Ax, Kakoe HecuacThe!

— Jla uTo Takoe CIy4mIoch? — ¢ CepALeM CIpOCH OapHH.

— VI3BoJIbTE BCTATh U BBIUTH B CEHU. AX, 00Xe ThI MO, O0XKe ThI MOit!

— Kaxk BbI HajoenH ¢ BalllMMK BOCKJIUIIAHUAMHU!

U GapuH cKOpBIMU IIaraMHU MOLIEN K ABEpH; co0aKa NOoCe[oBajia 3a HUM, HOTSTU-
BasICh U 3€Bast; MaJbYMK M KIIOUHMIIA 3AKIIIOYMIIN LIECTBHE.

— ITocsern! crona noxanyiire! — ropopria 60J€3HEHHBIM IOJIOCOM KITFOYHHIIA.

Manpbumk B35 CBEUY U TIOLIEN BIEped. B TEMHBIX CeHsX, B yIUTY, CTOSIA XOPOIIO
3aKyTaHHas KOP3UHA, U TUXMH IU1a4 pasziaBajcs U3 Hee.

—Yro 3T10? — cipocuit 6apuH.

— AX, Kaxuch, peoeHok! boxe, kakoi rpex! kakoit rpex!

— Kaxk nomai oH croma?

— BoT n3BonuTe BUAETH: s Pa3IMBal0 Yail M CIBIIY KaKOW-TO CTPAHHBIH IHCK;
JIyMalo: BepHO, KOIIIKa 3a0panack U MstykaeT. OTITyCTHB Yaro BalIeil MHJIOCTH, I IyMaro,
Jlai TIOHy BBITOHIO — KOLIKY; BBIIILIA B CEHH J]a U TOBOPIO: OPBICH, IPOKIIATAs ! HE UJIET;
sL OTBOPHJIA IBEPb — IVIS/Ib: KOP3UHA; JlyMal0: Ha 4TO TYT KOP3HHY MOCTaBUIN?
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— Ceituac, 4TO JIH, BbI yCJIbILIANH I11aY?

— Tonpko BOT 4aif Bameil MUIIOCTH OTITYCTHIIA, []a M AYMAl0: BBITOHIO MIPOKIIATYIO
KOIIKY, aH IV — KOpP3UHA! 5 ¥ AyMaro: BEPHO, C YIOJIBSIMHU KTO 3aHec!

— A He BUJIaJIM JIU BBl B OKHO KOTO-HHOYAB?.. Benb BBI cuyenu y okHa? — CripoCHiI
GapuH.

— Korza s mua crona, B CeHsIX HUKOTO He ObLI0. A OOT MX 3HAeT, MOJKET U BHEIA,
KaK IpoLIes KTO, J1a AyMaJia CBOH. ..

Mesxy TeM IE00OIBITHAS co0aKa OOHIOXHBAIA KOP3HHY.

— Ty6o {Cnokoiino. (Pen.)} ®unran! — 3akpudan 6apun Ha cobaky U, 00paTich K
KJIIOUHHMIIE, IPUKA3ajl BHECTH KOP3UHY B KOMHATY.

He3ameTHO M THXO B JIBepU CeHEl U B OKHA INIsJea COTHs INIa3; OeroTHs Oblia
cTpauiHas Ha 1Bope. Jlaken oJMH 3a IpyruM NOSBISUIMCH B KOMHATy. Kop3uHy pa3Bsi-
3aJI: B HEH JIe)Kall TOJIbKO YTO POJUBILIHIACS peOCHOK, BECh KPACHBIN U CMOPILIEHHBI. . .
OH BepTel roJIOBKOH M MCKall Iy0amMu rpy/ib, KaJlo0HO MHUILa.

— AX, B1agpIko! Kakoil 310poBBIi peOeHOK! — B BOCTOpre BCKPUKHYIA KITIOYHUIIA,
BBIHYB €0 U3 KOP3HHBI.

IIpu 5TOM JBHKEHHH MHCHMO YIIAJIO HA IOJI.

— Yro 310? nIMcbMO?

U GapuH yxazain ronoBoro Ha Oymary.

MHOXECTBO PyK IpOTSHYJIOCh, OJHA M3 HHMX, OIPOMHOIO pasmepa, MOAHsIA
MUCHMO U 1of1ana ero 6apuHy; OapuH NPOYHTAll BCIIYX:

"Bcem, 4To IS BaC €CTh CBATOTO, 3aKJIHHAIO BAcC, IPU3pHUTE CHPOTY. OH 3aKOHHO-
POXKICHHBII; HO CTpAIlHbIe 00OCTOSATEIBCTBA 3aCTABIAIOT MAaTh IPOCUTH Bac 3aMEHUTh
9TOMY HECYAaCTHOMY peOeHKy poauteneil. S yBepeHa, 4To oH Oy#eT cHacTIuB, eciu
BbI He OTBepruere ero. O6 3TOM yMOJISIET BaC yMHPAIOILast MaTh. ..

179%*, aBrycra 17".

Kirounuiia BHUMATEbHO CITyIlaia YTeHUe, ykaduBas peOeHKa; OHa IOJI0XKHIIA eMy
B POTHK CBOH Iajiell, U peOeHOK C »KaJHOCTbIO cocal ero. OKOHYMB YTeHue, GapuH
MeYyaJbHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha peOeHKa U CKazall:

— Benuelit, — uto 51 Oyay ¢ To0oii nenars?

— Ilpuspute cupory! Bam OOr HouuIeT Ha €ro AOII0! — MPOCie3sich, cKa3aia
KIIFOYHHLIA.

— XO0po1110, XOPOILO. .. pa3yMeeTcsi, He KHHY ero.

— Ilocmotpurte, kakoil cnaBHbli Manpuuk! EcTh Xouer! — pajgocTHO cka3zaina
KITIOYHUIA, JIFOOYSCh, KaK peOSHOK TOPMOIIMII €€ HajIell.

— B3srtb kopMuniy, — ckazan GapuH.

— A Ha poxke?.. IPaBo, 5 €r0 CIIABHO BBIKOPMITIO Ha POXKKE.

— Her, uto 3a B310p! Her s1 koro ¢ rpyaHbsiM peGeHKOM BO ABOPE? IyCTh KOPMUT
JIBYX.
— Marpeny... y Hell MyX Ha JHSX yMep, OJHa, KaK MEpCT, C PeOCHKOM, IIa4eT,
cepnevnas! Bor ee u BozbmeM.

— Hy, mycTb KopMHT... A eclli HET CBOUX, TaK U3 UY>KOH JepeBHU HAHATb.

—Tlocmoau! kak MoxHO! — ¢ HCIyTOM Bo3pa3uia KIrouHHuIa. — Jla y Hac, mpaBo, TaK
MHOTO POJST B IBOPHE, UTO. ..

— Xopoto, — nepeduil ee 6apuH, — pacopsAUTECh ITIOCKOPEe; OTAAI0 peOeHKa Ha
BAIllK PyKH: CMOTPHUTE 32 HUM XOPOIIEHBKO, KaK 32 MOUM CHIHOM.

JIBOpOBBIE JIIO/IM EPENITHYIINCh; KIIOYHUIIA 00U1each.
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